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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Arlington House is a Greek revival  s t ruc ture  composed of a l a rge  two-story centra l  
section flanked by two one-story wings. T h e  lang axis of the house runs north- 
south; the f r o a t  facade faces Washington, D.C., t o  t he  east across the P o t m c  
River. The house was b u i l t  by George Washington Rarke Custis, fos te r  son of 
George Washington, on an 1100-acre t r a c t  inheri ted from U s  fa ther ,  John Parke 
&8 t i 8  . 
Construction began i n  1803 on the one-story north wing which, e t h  a mtchfng 
s o u k k ~ ~  constructed i n  1804, weuld frame the tm-story central section c a -  
pleted about 1817-18. Tt i s  believed t h a t  Gearge W i e l d ,  aeeond a rch i tec t  of 
the Capitol a d  designer of the Washington City hll, was arch i tec t  of Arlington 
House. 

The hause is  constructed of loca l ly  made brfck with the exter ior  rtuccoed and 
acribed t e  s i au l a t e  ashlar  stonework. Originally t b  rear ( w e ~ t )  facade of the 
cen t r a l  sect ion w a s  not s&uccoed; i t  was SO t reated by the &my i n  the l a t e  19th 
century. S o a e t k e  before the 1860s the  stucco was mrbelized,  as shown i n  1864 
Civfl War photographs. It was again marbexized during the 1967 and 1974 repaint- 
ing s f  the  house. 

Tke moat prominent feature  of the  house is the la rge  (16' by 52') portico aeroas 
t#e eent ra l  section,  formed by e ight  l a rge  stuccoed a d  marbelized brick Doric 
calwms stupporting a maesive pediment. Adding t o  the hprees%en of grandewr are, 
the  recessed arched windows on the f ron t  a d  sidee of the  flanking wfngs. 

Center& under the  portico is a l a rge  double &or e p d n g  on a c e s t r a l  hall e i c h  
biaects  the house and is terminated a t  the rear with-another pa i r  of l a rge  dmWe 
dooral The cen t ra l  h a l l  is flanked by two la rge  ~ooms. That on the  north is 
diviaed By+-three open arches separating the  faaf ly  paxlor i n  the  f ront  f r m  the 
dining mom at -the rear. : The ioom on the south, the ' m i t e  Parlor," was not eom- 
pXete# u n t i l 1 8 5 5  under the  di rect ion of the Lees. h n g  its outrtmd$ng features 
are twa? satching mantelpieces carved with on oak leiif design and purchased for  
the rooan by Lee. 

Tlw raom adjacent t o  the White Parlor i n  the  south d n g  was used as a forxnal 
dfning room and l a t e r  as a painting studio for Gsorge Washington Parke Custio. 
Following h i s  death i t  was used a s  a workroora and painting studio by M r s .  Lee, 
who called i t  her  morning room. I m d i a t d y  muth  ef this room a t  the end of 
the wing i s  a smaller room used as an of f ice  by G , W = P .  Custis -sind R,E. Lee. The 
large  double connecting doors a r e  aumun ted  by a fanlight .  A door on its west 
wall gives aecess to the west-facing conservatory and through it  t o  the grounds. 
Lack i~g  a f i replace ,  the o f f i ce  was b a t e d  by a stove. The conservatory, located 
along the west elevation of the south wing a t  ground level ,  is about four f ee t  
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~ T A T E M E N T  OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The pr inc ipa l  s igni f icance  of Arlington House, as defined by congressional legis-  
l a t i on ,  l ies i n  its associa t ion  with Robert Eo Lee--hence its leg i s la ted  designation 
"Arlington House, The Robert E m  Lee Memorial." T t  i s  a l so  s ign i f i can t  f o r  its 
pr io r  associa t ion  with George Washington Parke Custis,  step-grandson and adopted 
son of George Washington, and a s  an outstanding example of ea r ly  Greek revival  
archi tec ture .  

G.W .P. Cus tis inher i ted  the  1100-acre e s t a t e  from h i s  f a the r ,  t h e  only surviving 
son of Martha Washington. LikelJohn Parke Custis,  GoFImPe Custis was ra ised  a t  
Mount Vernon, and he dedicated much of h i s  l i f e  t o  perpetuating the memory of 
George Washington. From circumstantial  evidence, it appears t h a t  he coarmiseioned 
George Hadfield, second a r ch i t e c t  of the  U.S. Capitol, t o  design Arlington House. 
According t o  a r ch i t e c tu r a l  h i s t o r i an  Ralph Hannnett ,  t h i s  was only the  th i rd  repre- 
sen ta t ion  of the  Creek rev iva l  s t y l e  i n  the  United States .  

b b e r t  E. Lee, who was re la ted  t o  Cus t i s ' s  wife, was a frequent v i s i t o r  t o  Arling- 
ton from childhood u n t i l  h i s  muxiage t o  Cust is 's  only daughter, Mary, when he w a s  
25 years old. Etia '4W2&&$r3eIfrear~ the  Lees considered Arlington t h e i r  home. 
H i s  U.S. Amy career  would take him and h i s  family to  a l l  p a r t s  of the  country, 
but they returned to  Arlington whenever h i s  Corps of Engineers du t i es  permitted. 
Lee was usual ly ab le  t o  spend a t  l e a s t  sane of the  winter montka a t  Arlington and 
passed 25 Christmas holidays there. Mary Lee frequently remained home with her  
parents  i n  h i s  absences, apd s i x  ,of the  seven L e e  chi ldren  were born a t  Arlington. 

I n  the Lee bedroom on Apri l  19, 1861, Lee made h i s  f a t e f u l  decision t o  res ign h i s  
U.S. Army commission r a the r  than take up arms agains t  h i s  na t ive  state foalowing 
Virginia 's  secession from the  Union. On Apri l  22 he l e f t  Arlington forever.  H i s  
wife and chi ldren  a l so  departed i n  ea r ly  May upon learning t h a t  Federal troops 
were about to  occupy the  area.  

During the  war years  mapy of the  family possessio~ss l e f t  behind were l o s t  o r  
s t o l en  while t h e  mi l i t a rg  occupation of Arlington resul ted  i ncons ide r ab l e  damage 
t o  its woodland, described by a prewar Engliah v i s i t o r  a s  "some of the  f i n e s t  
woods I have y e t  seen i n  A&ericaet' Roads were cu t  to  accomda ' t e  the flow of 
suppl ies  and so ld i e r s  and severa l  mi l i t a ry  works were constructed on the  e s t a t e  t o  
help p ro tec t  Arlington Heights. 

(continued) 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

The National Register  boundary encompasses a l l  land adjacent  t o  Arlington House 
under National Park Service ju r i sd ic t ion .  This land borders the  Fort  Myer M i l i -  
t a ry  Reservation on t h e  w e s t  and is elsewhere surrounded by Arlington National 
Cemetery. See accompanying maps. 
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YES- NO- NONE- property. 

- STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE 

In  compliance wi th  Executive Order 1 1593, 1 hereby nominate this property t o  the National Register, certifying that the  State 
Historic Preservation Officer has been allowed 90 days i n  which t present the nomination t o  the State Review Board and t o  9 evaluate i ts significance. The evaluated level of  significance is N a t i o n a l  S t a t e  L o c a l .  
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lower than t h e  level of t h e  ad jacent  rooms. It has  "glazed wal ls"  cons i s t ing  of 
four  l a r g e  arched windows on t h e  west facade and windows and a glazed door on t h e  
south. 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

Along t h e  w e s t  s i d e  of t h e  c e n t r a l  po r t ion  and t h e  no r th  wing is a series of h a l l s ,  
s e rv i cesa reas ,  and a pantry.  From t h i s  a r ea  the  main s t a i r s  and a r e a r  s t a i r  as- 
cend t o  t h e  second f l o o r .  A t  t h e  junc ture  of t h i s e  h a l l s  and t h e  main c e n t r a l  
h a l l ,  ad jacent  t o  t h e  f o o t  of t h e  main s t a i r s ,  a r e  t h r e e  f rescoes  i n  t h e  a r e a  
above t h e  a rches  around t h e  i n t e r s e c t i n g  wal ls .  These hunting and o the r  animal 
scenes a r e  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  G.W.P. Cust is .  

I n  t h e  nor th  wing along t h e  w e s t  s i d e  is  t h e  pantry and a s ta i rway t o  the  base- 
ment. I n  t h e  no r theas t  corner of t h e  wing is a schoolroom, which may have been 
M r s .  ~ e e ' s  room a s  a ch i ld .  Next t o  i t  on t h e  e a s t  facade is t h e  bedroom of her  
parents .  Between t h i s  bedroom and t h e  family pa r lo r  i s  a guest  room. The Cus t i s  
bedroom and t h e  gues t  room a r e  a c c e s s i b l e  by an  inner  h a l l  running from t h e  
schoolroom t o  t h e  family par lor .  

D i rec t ly  below t h e  Cus t i s  bedroom and access ib l e  by t h e  pantry s t a i r s  is  a l a r g e  
win ter  k i tchen  wi th  a l a r g e  c e n t r a l  f i r e p l a c e .  The f i r e p l a c e  d iv ides  t h e  k i tchen  
i n t o  two a reas ,  with t h e  r e a r  po r t ion  being used a s  a laundry. Adjacent t o  t h e  
k i tchen  and d i r e c t l y  under the  pantry is a l a r g e  open co r r ido r  providing access  
t o  t h e  o u t s i d e  through two doors and t o  a wine c e l l a r  ad jacent  t o  t h e  ki tchen.  

, 
The main s t a i r c a s e  is  t y p i c a l  of those  of c l a s s i c  r e v i v a l  houses i p  t h a t  i ts  
l o c a t i o n  was de-emphasized by p lac ing  i t  s l i g h t l y  of f  ,the c e n t r a l h a l l .  -.The 
second f l o o r  t o  which i t  ascends a l s o  h a s . a  c e n t r a l  h a l l  opening t o  rooms on 
e i t h e r  s i d e .  The Lee bedroom is immediately ad lacent  t o  t h e  stairs on the  south 
s i d e ;  a small  d re s s ing  room ad jo ins  i t  over the  s t a i r s  i n  t h e  southwest corner.  
The southeas te rn  room on t h e  f l o o r  is a bedroom used by t h e  Lee boys. The Lee 
daughters occupied t h e  two bedrooms on t h e  nor th  s i d e  of t h e  h a l l ,  conta in ing  
marble mantelpieces of a p l a i n  design. The younger g i r l s  used a small connecting 
room a t  t h e  r e a r  f o r  dress ing  and play. 

Many of t he  present  Arl ington House furn ish ings  a r e  o r i g i n a l  t o  o r  h i s t o r i c a l l y  
assoc ia ted  with t h e  property during i t s  occupancy by t h e  Cus t i s  and L e e  fami l ies .  
S i g n i f i c a n t  items inc lude  f u r n i t u r e ,  pa in t ings ,  ceramics, glassware, s i l v e r ,  books, 
and t e x t i l e s  i n  u s e  i n  t h e  house p r i o r  t o  1861. Such ob jec t s ,  i n d i v i d u i l l y  iden- 
t i f i e d  i n  t h e  Arl ington House museum ca ta log ,  a r e  considered i n t e g r a l  t o  t h e  
property f o r  purposes d t h e  National Regis te r .  The a c q u i s i t i o n  of o r i g i n a l  
fu rn i sh ings  i s  an  ongoing p r o j e c t  and w i l l  cont inue a s  p ieces  become ava i l ab le .  
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TWO outbui ldings contemporary with the  cons t ruc t ion  of t h e  main house l i e  perpen- 
d i c u l a r  t o  the  long a x i s  of t h e  house on t h e  west near the  ends of the wings. 
The north bui ld ing  housed t h e  summer ki tchen and contained s l ave  quar ters ;  i t  
i s  now adapted a s  a sales f a c i l i t y .  The south bui lding,  a storeroom, smoke room, 
and s l ave  quar ters ,  has been h i s t o r i c a l l y  refurnished. Both bui ldings are brdck 
on 40' by 20' s tone  foundations and are stuccoed i n  rough texture .  The nonconnect- 
ing rooms i n  each s t r u c t u r e  are reached by t h r e e  evenly spaced doors facing a 
c e n t r a l  cour t  o r  dr ive.  Windows a t  t h e  rear of each room except the  smoke room 
provide n a t u r a l  l i g h t .  P i l a s t e r s  and arches decorate  the  gable ends of t h e  two 
buildings.  

Two other  s t r u c t u r e s  on the  property postdate  1861 and thus do not con t r ibu te  
t o  i ts  l e g i s l a t i v e l y  defined s ign i f i cance  as a memorial t o  Robert E o  Lee. Some 
200 f e e t  from t h e  north end of the  mansion is  a two-story b r i ck  bui lding b u i l t  
by t h e  Army i n  t h e  1880s as a pot t ing  house f o r  Arlington National Cemetery. It 
meqsures 22' by 32' and i s  topped by a hipped roof with ornamented r idge  l i n e  
and s m a l l  gabled vents  on each s i d e .  Brick p i l a s t e r s  a r e  a t  the  corners  and 
d iv ide  the  two bays on t h e  shor t  s i d e s  and t h e  th ree  bays on the long s i d e s ;  
they support a b r i c k  modill ion cornice.  Segmental arches cap the  windows and 
doors. The bui ld ing  cu r ren t ly  serves as a small park museum. J u s t  north of 
the  north outbui lding described above is  a 19'  by 21' rest room bui ld ing  con- 
s t ruc ted  by t h e  Army i n  1925. Its stuccoed b r i ck  e x t e r i o r  and gabled roof 
with white t r i m  a r t i c u l a t i n g  the  pediment mimic the  h i s t o r i c  outbuildings.  

During the  l i f e t i m e  of G.W.P. Cust is ,  a l a r g e  por t ion  of Arlington w a s  maintained 
as a gentleman's country estate. Most of i ts  acreage comprised "The Park," a 
v i r g i n  woodland of ancient  oaks and groves of walnut, chestnut ,  and e l m  trees 
extending from the  Georgetown and Alexandria Road along t h e  r i v e r  t o  the  western 
edge 6f t h e  e s t a t e .  Most of t h i s  land i s  now wi th in  Arlington National Ceme- 
t e r y  and the  George Washington Memorial Parkway. During t h e  Lees' residency, 
t h e  c a r r i a g e  d r i v e  t o  the mansion came up along the  south and eawtern edge of t h e  
flower garden south of t h e  house and across  t h e  f r o n t  of the  house. This approach 
from behind and beside the  garden is  now maintained by Arlington National Cemetery 
and used as a footpath.  
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I n  1863 Congress levied a tax on a l l  confiscated propert ies ,  including Arlington, 
requir ing t h a t  owners personally appear to  make payment. A r e l a t i v e  attempted t o  
pay t h e  Arlington taxes f o r  M r s .  Lee, who was ill and behind Confederate l i n e s ,  
but payment was re jec ted .  Arlingtdn was put up f o r  s a l e  f o r  non-payment of taxes 
i n  January 1864 and was purchased by the  U S .  Government. I n  May 1864 Secretary 
of War Edwin Stanton ordered t h a t  a na t ional  cemetery be establ ished a t  Arlington, 
and the  f i r s t  b u r i a l s  took place t h a t  month. The house became headquarters f o r  
Arlington National Cemetery, continuing i n  t h a t  use u n t i l  the  l a t e  1920s. -" 

RECEIVED ~ 3 1 ~ 0  

Unti l  1924 no o f f i c i a l  ac t ion  had been taken to  r e s t o r e  the  house a s  a memorial 
t o  Robert E. Lee. Steps had been taken previously, however, t o  p ro tec t  the  
i n t e g r i t y  of the  grounds immediately surrounding the  house. The b u r i a l  of 
dis t inguished generals  on the  f r o n t  lawn had been hal ted  and b u r i a l s  around M r s .  
~ e e ' s  flower garden had long s i n c e  ceased. I n  1928, following i ts  author iza t ion  
by Congress a s  a memorial to  Lee, the  house began to  be restored by the  War De- 
partment. I n  1933 the  house and immediate grounds were t ransfer red  t o  the  
National Park Service. By t h a t  time some s t r u c t u r a l  changes made s ince  1861 had 
been reversed and many rooms had been p a f t i a l l y  furnished. Since then, f u r t h e r  
s t r u c t u r a l  changes based on h i s t o r i c a l  research have been made, and many of the  
o r i g i n a l  furnishings have been i d e n t i f i e d  and acquired. 
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