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The BaLl-Sel lers  House s t ands  a t  5620 South Third S t r e e t  on an open l o t  
amidst a  la te -n ine teenth-century  develop~nent i n  t h e  Glencarlyn s e c t i o n  of 
Ar l ington  County. P resen t ly  c o n s i s t i n g  o.E a  one-story log  s t r u c t u r e  and a  
two-story frame wing, i t  has had a  complex s t r u c t u r a l  h i s t o r y .  

The log  s e c t i o n  i s  probably the  o r i g i n a l  house and d a t e s  from t h e  mid- t o  
l a t e  e igh teen th  century.  It i s  a  s i n g l e - c e l l  s t r u c t u r e  with opposed f r o n t  

I 
and r e a r  doors ,  a  s i n g l e  window opening on the Eront,  and another  on t h e  
e a s t  gable  end, which presumably gave access  t o  a  no-longer ex tan t  wing. 
Tho e x t e r i o r  i s  covered wi th  "Gennan" o r  novel ty  s id ing ,  so it i s  not  possi.- 
b l e  t o  determine t h e  type of  carrier tinibering used. A l a t e r  porch roof 
sweeps c l o s e  t o  t h e  ground across  t h e  length  of t h e  f r o n t  of i!le 1-og s e c t i o n .  
The c e l l a r  framing of t h i s  s e c t i o n  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e r e  wixs a chinrrley wi.th a 
sevzn-foot f i r e p l a c e  opening a t  t h e  west end. 

Soon a f t e r  t h e  log  house was b u i l t ,  a  frame 1.ean-to e l l  was added t o  t h ?  
nr i .g ina l  bu i ld ing .  Like t h e  i n t e r i o r  of  the  log  s e c t i o n ,  it i s  p l a s t e r e d  
roughly and r e t a i n s  po r t ions  of double-beaded chairboard.  Itgo e a r l y  ve . r t i -  
c-a:l-beaded-board doors l ead  i n t o  t h e  log  s e c t i o n ,  and from t h e  log  s e c t i o n  
i - to  t h e  l ean - to .  The l a t t e r  has a  handso111e e a r l y  l a t c h .  Archj-trave door 
.r !:r;unes complete t h e  i n t e r i o r  trim. The c e i l i n g  o:E t h e  e l l  i.s p l a s t e r e d ,  bui 
t ha t  of t h e  main room has roughly hewn exposed j o i s t s .  Access t o  t:he l o f c  
i s  obta ined  through a  ho le  i n  t h e  southeas t  corner  of t h e  muin roiim, wh;.re 
t h e  marks oE former s t a i r  f r an ing  can be seen. 

The l o f t  i s  the  most no tab le  f e a t u r e  of  the  i i a l l -Se l l e r s  llouse, f o r  i t  con- 
t a i n s  a  r a r e  surv iv ing  claphoard roof ,  p ro tec t ed  by a  l a t e r  roof bui l t :  
around i t  but independent of i t ,  thus  preserving t h e  o r i g i n a l  almost i n t a c t .  
It c o n s i s t s  of  r i v e n  oak clapboards,  about  four  f e e t  long, a t tached  t o  
roughly s p l i t  r a f t e r s  wi th  c o l l a r s  which were r a i s e d  a t  an e a r l y  d a t e  t o  ;11. 
low Inore headroom. The unders ides  of t h e  clapboards and t h e  r a r t e r s  a r c  
whitewashed. There su rv ive  po r t ions  oE the  l i g h t  l a t h i n g  used t o  s t cady  the 
e r s  l i e  the  clapboards were being a t t ached  and s e c t i o n s  of  t h e  white-  
washed c l a y  daubing uscd t o  caulk  t h e  angle.where t h e  roo£ meets t h e  l o f t  
f l o o r ,  

Another e a r l y  wing, a t tached  t o  t h e  e a s t  end of  t h e  log  s e c t i o n ,  i s  v i s i b l e  
i n  an early-t;gentietl~-ccntury photograph, but  has sincr? been removed. I 
1 t h e  west end of the log  s e c t i o n ,  a  frarne wing was a t tached i n  t h e  Late 
eii:htcenth o r  c a r l y  n ine teen th  century.  This rras taken docm and r c p l ~ c e c l  
by t h e  present  p l a i n ,  two-story wing i n  1885. Tiio mantels  from the  c??mol- 
ishecl wing were reuscd i n  t h e  new one--a p l a i n  Greek Rcvi-val nlantcl on Lhe 
f i r s t  f l o o r  and a  Federa l  r.i:lntel ruitli an a r c h i t r a v e  surround a~ ld  an unsup- 
por ted  inolded mantel  s l le lf  wit11 d e ~ l t i l  worli. Some six-pi~rlel ,  raisccl-panel 
doors were a l s o  reused.  

/ I n  t h e  yard a r c  a  wel l  head and a  small  l og  barn. 'IZie l a t t e r  i s  now coverei'l / with nove l ty  sir1j.n;:. 
I 

I ( see  conti l iunt ion shee t  # l )  
L- ~ ~ -- ~ . ~- . ~~ - -  ~ ~~ ~~ ~ - .  ~- -. 
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E N T R Y N U M B E R  --- O A T E  --- FzTmN 
The B a l l - S e l l e r s  House h a s  r e c e n t l y  been g i v e n  t o  t h e  A r l i n g t o n  H i s t o r i c a l  
S o c i e t y ,  which is r e n o v a t i n g  t h e  l a t e r  p o r t i o n  f o r  u s e  a s  a  r c s i d e n c e .  The 
i o g  s e c t i o n  and i t s  l e a n - t o  a r e  t o  s e r v e  a s  a  museum. 
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The B a l l - S e l l e r s  EIouse i n  t h e  G l e n c a r l y n  s e c t i o n  oL. A r l i n g t o : ~  Couiity i s  
remarkab le  f o r  i t s  ,c laphoarr l  roof  which i s  a  r a r e  s u r v i v a l  i n  V i r g i n i a .  
Associa tcc l  w i t h  t v o  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  f a n i l i e s  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  A r l i n g t o n  
County,  t h e  house  bras b u i l t  o n  a farm ri7nic!l becane  one o f  thr: e a r l i e s t  
p l a n n e d  copmuter s u b u r b s  o f  Washington,  D. C. The modest  s t r u c t u r e  i s  

I p r o b a b l y  t h e  o l d e s t  house  i n  A r l i n g t o n  County. 

The p r o p e r t y  on which t h e  house  s t a n d s  rvas i n c l u d e d  i n  a  g r a n t  by IJ i l l ia rn  
F a i r f a x  t o  John B a l l ,  who r e c e i v e d  166 a c r e s  o f  l a n d  on Four  X i l e  P,un i n  
1742. A l o n g - t i m e  r e s i d e n t  o f  P r i n c e  1, i i l l iam (1.ater F a i r f a x )  Coucty ,  8;Al 
i s  b e l i e v e d  t o  have b u i l t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  108  s e c t i o n  and i t s  frame l e a n - t o .  
When h e  d i e d  i n  1766,  h e  d i r e c t e d  t h a t  h i s  p r o p e r t y  be s o l d  and t h a t  t l le  
proceeds  be  d i v i d e d  nmong h i s  wi-fe, E l i z a b e t h  and h i s  f i v e  dauzi i tcxs .  l l ~ e  
s a l e  o c c u r r e d  i n  1772,  b~hen W i l l i r m  C a r l i n  (1732-1.820) purchased  1-hr Eann 
Lor 1 0 0  pounds. Hoiever ,  E l i z a b e t h  G:311 had electeri.  eo t a k e  h e r  v:id.3u1s 
dower r a t h e r  t h a n  a c c e p t  h e r  h u s b a n d ' s  ~ i i l l ,  and s o  may have  o c c u p i e d  t h e  
hrruse u i l i i l  lier d e a t h  (around 1792) .  

\ ? i l l i a rn  C z i r l i n ' s  wi.11 s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  p r o p s r t p  s h o u l d  be s o l d  i n  l o t s  ::mall 
enough f o r  p e r s o n s  w i t h  l i t t l e  money t o  purchase  them. The scheme peov?cl 
t o  be  i m p r a c t i c a b l e ,  and f i n a l l y  t h c  e s t a t e  wa; d i v i d e d  i n t o  t h r e e  l o t s ,  
e a c h  s o l d  t o  one  o f  ~ n r l i n ' s  t h r e e  s o n s .  Lo t  1, t h e  ":4ansion l louse Trnc-t," 
was acquirecl  f o r  $874 i n  1835 by James ::arvey Carli;?, A f t e r  l i i s  d e a t h ,  t h e  
94-ac re  t r a c t  was o p e r a t e d  a s  a  d a i r y  farm by h i s  son  Andrew anrl T i i s  dangh- 
t e r  Ann. 

The most  n o t a b l e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  house  i s  i t:s c l a p b o a r d  r o o f ,  
a form 1.~11 i c h  h a s  r e c e i v e d  l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  fro:* a r c l i i t e c t u r a l  s c h c ~ l a r s  i.n 
t h r  p a s t .  Se:vc>nteenth- and e i g h t e e n t h - c - f i t u r y  r e c o r d s  o c c a s i o n a l l y  mcbntio: 
-. --.--..-.---..2_..- . _ l ~ e  c ant i ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ a ~ i x ~ - _ s ~ ~ L -  

I 
J 

1J.i.lli;un W. C u r t i s  and Samuel F. 13urdett bought t h e  Carl . in [arm i n  1887,  and 
i t  was the)' r<ho deve loped  i.i :  a s  a s u b d i v i s i o n  f u r  " a l l  nr:n and riomen o f  
modera te  means o r  who r e c e i v e  s t a t e d  s a l a r i e s , "  Planned t o  t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  
of a  r a i l r o a d  s t a t < - o n  which h a s  made C a r l i n  S p r i n s s  ( a s  t h e  a r e a  was then  
Icnorm) a  p o p u l a r  p i c n i c  a r e a  f o r  W a s l i i n ~ t o n i a n s  s i n c e  t h e  1870s ,  t h e  devc l -  
opment \:as named Glencar ly i l  i n  1896.  

A t  f i r s t  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n  r e t a i n e d  p o s s e s s i o n  of  t h e  o l d  house .  A f t e r  s e v c r J  
a 1  Chnilgcs of  ownersh ip  i n  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y ,  t l ie  p r o p e r t y  was e i v e n  by 
PIarian S c l l c r s  t o  t h e  A r l i n g t o n  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  i n  1973. 
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8. S I G N I F I C A N C E  - 
such r o o f s ,  and occas ional  fraglrlentary s u r v i v a l s  have been noted by modern 
s t u d e n t s  who were unable u n t i l  r e c e n t l y  t o  recognize them as  a  f o m ~  of roof- 
ing  which was apparent ly  not  unusual i n  t h e  seventeenth century ,  and on 
l e s s e r  bui ld ings  i n t o  t h e  n ine teen th  century ,  but  of  which few cxamples a r e  
e x t a n t .  P.arely has one survived i n  so complete a form as  t h a t  of t h e  Bnll- 
S e l l e r s  House, which a l s o  r e t a i n s  many as soc ia t ed  i n c i d e n t a l  f e a t u r e s  such 
as !>racing l a t h s ,  caulking,  and gable-end weatherboarding. 
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Carson ,  Cary,  "The V i r g i n i a  House i n  i.laryland," b laryln~ld  H i s i u r i c a l  'T 1974. --- .--- 
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S t o e h r ,  Augusta ,  "Br ing ing  Back t h e  1700s , "  A r l i n g t o n  J o u r n a l ,  March 20, - Webb, Anne, "Notes o n  t h e  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  B a l l - S e l l e r s  House," m s ,  i n  V i r g i n i  

H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission Archives .  
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