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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN1 PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
The Hume School a t  1805 South Arlington Ridge Road is  a story-and-a-half brick 

s t ruc ture  designed by the Washington a rch i tec t  B. Stanley Simmons. Erected i n  1891, the 
Queen Anne-style building i s  covered by a f u l l  hip roof with la rge  dormers. The or ig ina l  
roofing has been replaced with asphalt  shingles. The brick walls were once painted and 
have been stripped. 

The main (west) e levat ion is dominated by a projecting entrance tower, visual ly  
divided i n t o  four stages.  The tower's f i r s t  stage consis ts  of a large brick arch, which 
comprises the  school's pr incipal  entry. The arch is composed of courses of gauged brick 

I voussoirs randomly a l t e rna t ing  with rough-faced brick. The recessed entry consis ts  of 
1 a transom-light double doorway framed by a tongue-and-groove wood surround. A trrought- 

i ron gate serves t o  enclose the entrance. The second stage,  defined by a corbeled brick 

I b e l t  course, i s  composed of bricks l a i d  i n  a basket weave pattern.  The th i rd  stage, 
defined by corbeledbnds,  is comprised of a row of four small hung-sash windows. The 

I tower's fourth s tage cons i s t s  of a belvedere, covered by a pyramidal roof,  topped by a 
cupola. The cupola, housing the school's b e l l ,  i s  topped by a weather vane. The tower 
is flanked on the  f i r s t  s t o r y  by three bays of 616 hung-sash windows. Above a corbeled 
b e l t  course, the second s tory  is marked by br icks  l a i d  i n  a basket weave pattern. 
Gabled dormers, containing pa i r s  of 616 hung-sash windows, break the eaves l i n e  or. the 
second story.  Decorative medallions a r e  contained within the gable. A t  each s ide  of 
the  dormers a r e  decorative pinnacles. 

Both the north and south elevations consist  of four bays of 616 hung-sash v~indovs 
with gauged-brick f l a t  arches. The second s tory i s  marked by bricks l a i d  i n  a basket 
weave pat tern,  s imilar  i n  execution t o  tha t  found on the west elevation.  Large gabled 
dormers containing four 6 / 6  bur-g-sash windows break the eaves l i ne .  

The rear  (east )  e levat ion contains an elongated transom-llglit en:ry i n  a projecting 
pavil ion which a l so  contains a p a i r  of small 6/15 hung-sash windows and a large 616 hung- 
sash window, a l l  with gauged-brick f l a t  arches. The t reatnent  of the second story i s  
similar t o  t ha t  found oc the north and south elevations. 

The plan of t he  school is  a simple one. An entry passage runs north-south across 
the vestern f ron t  of the  building and contains a s t a i r  t ha t  ascends t o  the  second f loor .  
The f i r s t  and second f loo r s  have been par t i t ioned i n t o  individual museum display areas ,  
with a small classroom preserved on the second f loor .  There i s  no s ign i f ican t  i n t e r i o r  
decoration i n  t he  building. A l l  the  pr incipal  windows a re  framed by molded wood t r i m  
with molded wooden comer blocks. 

The school present ly  serves a s  a museum for  the  Arlington His tor ica l  Society. 

RCC 

BOLNDARY JUSTIFICATION 

The nominated property of t he  Hume School i s  the or ig ina l  school s i t e ,  plus 5,750 
sq. f t .  a t  the r ea r  of the  school building which was acquired by the Arlington His tor ica l  
Society t o  prevent i t s  development. The land behind the school has always remained open, 
the intent ion of i t s  present owners. The property comprises about one acre. The Hume 
School is bounded on the west by South Arlington Ridge Road, on the ea s t  by South Lynn 
St ree t ,  and on the north and south by adjacent property boundaries. 



SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

-PREHISTORIC 

-1400-1499 

-1500-1599 

-1600-1699 

-1700-1799 

x1800-1899 

-1900. 

i 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 
A R C H E U L U G Y - P R E H I S T O R I C  -COMMUNITY PLANNING -LANDSCAPEARCHITECTURE -RELIGION 

dRCHEOLOGY.HISTORIC -CONSERVATION -LAW -SCIENCE 

--AGRICULTURE -ECONOMICS -LITERATURE -SCULPTURE 

XARCHITECTURE X-EDUCATION -MILITARY -SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

- -ART -ENGINEERING -MUSIC -THEATER 

-COMMERCE -EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT -PHILOSOPHY . -TRANSPORTATION 

-COMMUNICATIONS -INDUSTRY -POLITICS/GOVERN.MENT -OTHER ISPECIFY) 

-INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES 1891 BUILDERIARCHITECT B m  Stanley Simmons 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Hume . . School, an imaginat ive Queen Anne-style bu i ld ing  at  18055. Arl ington Ridge ~ d !  
i n  Arl ington;  Ss 'a h o t a b l e  example of t h e  'community p r i d e  shown i n  'thk krec t io i i  o f  pub l i c  
schools  during t h e  l a s t  decades of t h e  19 th  century.  Prompted by reforms i n  educat ion 
and heightened by nun ic ipa l  s u p p o r t  f o r  more soph i s t i ca t ed  and o f t e n  monumental s t r u c t u r e s ,  
t he  smal l  schoolhouses o f  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 t h  century  were replaced by commodious and f r equen t ly  
s t y l i s h  s t r u c t u r e s .  The Hume School was designed by t h e  Washington a r c h i t e c t  B. S tanley  
Simmons and was b u i l t  i n  1891. It- s t ands  as a reminder of Ar l ington ' s  p r i d e  and,achieve-  : 
ment i n  schoolhouse reform ana  cons t ruc t ion .  i 

I n  1846 t h e  Virgin'a General Assembly passed an a c t  provid ing  f o r  a system of primary 
schools .  Compliance was no t  compulsory,and few coun t i e s  adopted such a plan.  By 1848 
pub l i c  schools  were under cons t ruc t ion  wi th in  t h e  c i t y  limits of Alexandria ,  but  p r i o r  t o  
1870 no records  e x i s t  of pub l i c  schools  o u t s i d e  of the  c i t y  l i m i t s  i n  what is now 
Arlington County (name changed from Alexandria County i n  1920). J R  t h a t  y e a r ,  Richard L. 

Carne was named by t h e  RoBrd of  Education t o  be super in tendent  of t h e  Alexandria  Cit.y and 
County Schools. Under h i s  d i r e c t i o n ,  county schools  wece f i n a l l y  brought  i n t o  opera t ion .  
I n  1891 t h e  Hume Sehool Gas b u i l t  on South Aplington Ridge Rmad, "on a s m a l l  p i e c e  of l and  
bought by t h e  Jeijfe,Han.,-S&ool Board f o r  $250.'' The school was named f o r  Frank Hume, an 
e a r l y  c i v i c  Bnd edueatiorlal l e a d e r  i n  Arl ington.  

Hume w a s  a Confederate ve te ran ,  wounded a t  t h e  Bat t le  of Gettysburg. Af te r  t h e  war 
he s e t t l e d  i n  Ar l ington  where he  was e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  House of Delegates f o r  two terms. 
He a l s o  served a s  chairman of t h e  Board of Supervisors  of Alexandria County and a s  a 
member of t h e  commission t o  choose a s i t e  f o r  t h e  county courthouse. Also known f o r  h i s  
ph i l an th rop ic  work, Hume donated t h e  land ad jacen t  t o  t h e  school  bu i ld ing  f o r  use a s  a 
playground. 

The a r c h i t e c t ,  B. S tanley  Simmons (b. 1872), was an e a r l y  graduate  of M.I.T. H i s  
best-known works a r e  i n  Washington and inc lude  t h e  Lafayet te  and F a i r f a x  Hote ls ,  t h e  Barr 
Office Building,  t h e  Elks  Club, and t h e  Jewish Community Center Building.  While a t  M.I.T., 
Simmons would have seen Henry Hobson Richardson's Romanesque Revival works and t h e  
fashionable  Queen Anne S t y l e  of Boston f i r s thand .  The in f luence  of both s t y l e s  can be seen 
i n  t h e  Hume School. 

The school was c losed  i n  1956 and was deeded i n  1960 t o  t h e  Ar l ington  H i s t o r i c a l  
Society f o r  use  a s  a museum. The Hume School H i s t o r i c a l  Eluseum was opened t o  t h e  publ ic  
on May 11, 1963, with e x h i b i t s  on Ar l ington  and Vi rg in ia  h i s t o r y .  
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

The acreage comprising t h e  Hume School begins  a t  a po in t  600' E of I n t e r s t a t e  95, on E 
s i d e  of Ar l ington  Ridge Road, and 5200' N of S t a t e  Route 120; thence  extending  
200' E t o  100' contour;  thence extending 150' S a long s a i d  contour;  thence  extending 

/ 200' W t o  ~ r l i n g t o n  Ridge Road; thence extending 200' Pl along s a i d  road t o  po in t  of o r i g i n .  
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  STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS 

NATIONAL- X STATE- LOCAL - 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Presetvation Act of  1966 IPuMtc Law 89-665). 1 
hereby nominate this property for inclusiop in the National Register and certify that i t  has been evaluated according to  the 

Tucker H i l l ,  Executive D i r e c t o r  - -- L> (> ,. ,. r .  . . 
TITLE DATE k t U  *, 'J ;$ ,5 






