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UNIT ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERlOR STATE: 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

Virginia 
COUNTY· 

Accomack 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

(Type all entries complete applicable sections) 
ENTRY NUMH~'.R DATE 

COMMON, 

Bo,;vITian I s Folly 
ANr,lor, HISTORIC, 

.2 mi. N of Folly Creek, .4 mi. S of Rt. 652, 2.5 mi. SE 
1-1.......__.._._,.__,__,,....._..~n of Rt. 652 and Rt. 13. 
CITY OR TOWN: 

5 T ATt::. 

Virginia 

3- CLASSIFICATION ···------·-----~-------
CATEGORY 

(Check Oh~) 

CODE 

OWNE'.RSHIP 

COUNTY: 

Accomack 

STATUS 

CODE 

001 

ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

Disfrict L i Bui I ding l:NI 
D 

Public 

Private 

Both 

LJ 
Ql;! 

[l 

Public Acquisition: Occupied 

Uno<;.cupied 

~ Yes: 

Site Cl Structure 

Obiect D 

PRESENT USE (Check One or- More ns Appropriate) 

Agricultural C-1 (Oovernment D Park 

In Process 

Being Cans idered 

D 

D 
[:j 

D Restricted 

Preservation work Unr&stricted 

in progress lJ No: 

Cotnments 

[] 

I~, I 
[Xi 

[_'. I 

Commercial D Industrial D 
Educational CJ Military [] 
Entertainment D Museum D 

4. OWNER OF PROPE"RTY 

Private R.es idence 

Religious 

Scientific 

~ 
D 
D 

Transportation 

Other (Sp ecity) 

CJ 
Cl 

--~I 
OWNERS NAME: 

CODE < 
37':J- 45 ~'· 

'1 
OC/ 
I-'• 
;:l 
I-'· 

Accornack_~_pJJ.n!y__Court House Ill 

STRl::.ET AN[) NUMBEF~; 

!STATE 

Virginia 
CITY OR TOWN: CODE 

Accomac 45 
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE'. oi=- Nf>M1NAT~D PAOPERTY: 184 acres 

"' -l .. 
-l 
ITl 

(1 

0 
C 
z 
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Historic American Buildings Survey Inventory ~~-_.:_-=--~-_.:t_. ____________________ +-----r--+---. 
DATE OF SURVEY: 1958 - Federol ~l State 0 County [] F'1 

z Local [_J 
.; 

Tl :u 0 -< 
::0 

z z 
C -0 ;; 

"' 

DEPOSITORY F"Of-, SURVEY R!..:'.:CORDS: 

Library of Cong~r~e~=-=-ss_~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
STREET AND NUMBEH: 

a, 
C rn 

;u V> 
m CITY OR TOWN: STATE: CODf' 

0 
0 
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J> r 
-l -< rn 

Washington District of Columbia 08 
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17, DESCRIPTION 
..:._c.:.: ________________ ·----------------------------1 

(Check One) 
CONDITION 

1--------L'.:Ex_:_ellent n Good [X] Fair Ll Deteriorated O Ruins O Unexposed [] 

(Check Ono) i=· . '-----'-~:c____--'-(=C'---h-oc~-k-'O~n-e___:):c____:.c.____'=c__ ___ __j 
INTEGRITY 

1-------1---A __ l_••_,_•d-=0::_____ ___ u_o_o_~ter~~ ~ _ Mo~ed O Original Site i,q 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEAF<ANCE: --"------'-------'---'------! 

Bowman's Folly is situated on an artificial mound which General John 
Cropper, Junior, had built so that the house would have an impressive 
loca.t:J,on,, whe.ther looking from the house or toward it from the water. 
The two and-a-half story, gable roof main block of Bowman's Folly 
combines with its one and-a-half story eastern wings and outbuildings 
to form an extremely fine architectural group. The house features 
Flemish bond brick ends, each with an interior end chimney. The frame 
fronts on the north and south display fine provincial detailing in the 
cornice with its <lentils and modillions, the second story, central 

,;, Palladian window, the five pedimented dormers with their arched 
openings, and the pedimented entranceway porch which features a smaller 
version of the roof cornice resting directly on slender Doric columns. 
The old frame kitchen has been connected to the main building by a low 
hyphen and a later frame wing, 

The interior of the house features a central hall plan with two rooms 
on the first floor. These contain paneled dadoes consis~ing of narrow 
vertical insets, simple chair rails and cOrnices, and mantels using 
characteristically early-nineteenth century reeding in the central 
panel and pilasters of the framings, 

The outbuildings include a frame dovecote raised on simple posts, and 
a frame privy complete with two small windows at either side of the 
entranceway, and raised wall paneling on the interior. 
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1-8- S!GNI FICI\NCE 

?ERIOC (Check One or !',lore"" Approp,;nte) 

Pre•Columbian C 16th Cent11ry CJ 18th Cenl..ory 20th Centc•ry 

I 
15th Century D 17th Century 0 19th Century ;}i 

SPEC I Fl C DA.TE• Si (It Applicable nnd Known) 

! AREAS OF 51GNI Fl CAN CE (Check One or .\fore"" Appropriate) 
I 

Abo, iginol Educ;atCon C 
Prehistoric 0 E~gineering 0 

·Historic j, ·Industry r, 
'---J L__ 

Agriculture n Invention 0 
Art %, Landscape 

Com.,,erco, D Arctli tecture 
.. , ,_ 

Comm1Jnfcation:5 Liter.ature " ....... ;,.___,l 

Ca-nservation CJ Military ~ 
Music r, 

'-' 

Politic"( 

'Religi~;,. Phi· 

losophy 

Science 

Sculpture 

SociaL Human-

itcdan 

Transportation 

D 

' 

-----. 
·-' 

\Jrt>an PI ann;ng 0 
O!her (Specif,·) ~ 
A.J;:cb;i t,uai~WH 

[STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Per.soru1feaJ Dates, £t,,ients. Etc.j 

l 

Built circa 1815 by General John Cropper, Junior (1755-1821), the 
present Bowman's Folly replaces an earlier dwelling which burned. The 
land originally had been patented by Captain Edmund Bownan in 1664, and 
passed to John Cropper who h,;td married Bowman's daughter. John Cropper, 
Junior, was born at Bowman's Folly in 1755. He served in the Revolution 
under George Washington at the Battle of Brandywine and was also a 
member of the Virginia House of Delegates, 1784-92, and the Virginia 
Senate, 1813-15. 

Architecturally, Bowman's Folly is an excellent example of the 
provincialism, used here on a grand scale, which occurs on the Eastern 
Shore in interpreting stylistic features. The dormers and Palladian 
window greatly enhance the frame and brick form typical of the Shore, 
and the outbuildings, especially the privy, are extremely fine. 
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
LA-'T'J:;E A•~::; C..ONG!Tt.JS:H: C00R01NATES 

DEF:Nt>JG A ~ECTANGC..E LOCATING THE PROPER'-Y 

-:-;:.,,..,.-~-:-:-;-;,-:-::-:-;-;:-:-,;;-;--;;-;,-;:-;~::;:;---~-..J ·._ATaT.JDF.: AND LO•'<GIT\)c)E COC::,qcJlrJA_f_'i 

CODE 

DEF"IN1"'.lG iHE CENTER POINT OF A PRO~l~'-TY 

. OF L Es s TH A. N 0-"~E--_•_c_n_c 

_A.,..l~U~·E LONGITU'.""'.:' 

Minu1es Seconds Degrees M;nufes S,:,cor:h 

4:1 4-5 
. 0 

37 "'r 1~ 

i 
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I 

Llcc---~-------~--~~--f-:cc:;-;;:;c---t-;:-;=,-;;;;~"7----~--------~j--;:--:,--_ co,-;--, ;,STt.TE :;QDE COUNTY 

i 
COD!:-: 

11. FORM PREPARf,D BY 

12. S1A1E LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICAJION 

A.,;, 1:ie r!1·s:.._n;de-:! S'.;,tL· Ltal'.c,')n Officer for the ~ct­

t1oncll l-liqc,rt( P~t·s..r•;at10n Act of 19fi6 (Public Law 
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evc,tu;c.te,! ,:,<( _,r '.','.'.i:, t,, ·.h,,, n.\f'nc1 an(\ procedures set 
1

\ 

f 0rth b•; :h,· '.\at1-·,:.,,! Park S{_·n·ict•. The recommended 

Title 

Date 

c-::,·_·NTY· 

--------------,, 

s 

1 herebv certify that this property is i.ndurled HI the 

:-.ationa l Register. 

Chief, Officl? of Archeolot!y and Hi.c::toric Pre.-;f'rvatirin 
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