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DESCRleE  T H E  O R E S E N T  A N D  O m I C I N I L  ( I l k - n )  P Y Y S I C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  

Erected i n  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  of  the  e igh teen th  cen tu ry ,  t h e  Mason 
House s t ands  today as one of  V i r g i n i a ' s  f i n e s t  su rv iv ing  examples of  
Jacobean-Georgian t r a n s i t i o n a l  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  A three-bay,  s tory-and-a-  
h a l f  farmhouse w i t h  a  center-passage p lan ,  the  bu i ld ing  remains e s s e n t i a l l y  
unal te red  w i t h  t h e  except ion  of some ear ly-n ine teenth-century  i n t e r i o r  
changes and t h e  a d d i t i o n  of a simple,  la te -n ine teenth-century  frame wing. 

The house's unusual  brickwork t reatment  is u n p a r a l l e l e d  e l s e -  
where i n  t h e  S t a t e .  The foundat ions are l a i d  i n  English.bond and r i s e  
approximately two f e e t  above grade t o  a double o f f s e t  Flemish-bond water-  
t a b l e .  On the  gable  ends,  t h e  masonry cont inues  i n  roughly-executed 
Flemish bond t o  t h e  second-f loor  Level where i t  is i n t e r r u p t e d  by a n  o f f s e t  
s t r i n g  course.  Above t h e  s t r i n g  course  t h e  brickwork cont inuesagain  i n  
Flemish bond bu t  w i t h  t h e  use  of randomly placed glazed headers .  The 
co rne r s  of  t h e  gable  ends a r e  accented by unornamented b r i c k  p i l a s t e r s  
c r e a t i n g  a panel  e f f e c t .  The doorway c u t  i n t o  t h e  n o r t h  gab le  end w a l l  is 
e a r l y ,  but  n o t  o r i g i n a l .  

Like t h e  gable  ends, the  f r o n t  and r e a r  walls are accented  n o t  
only by corner  p i l a s t e r s ,  bu t  a l s o  by r a i s e d  brickwork around t h e  window 
and door a r c h i t r a v e s  and a long t h e  co rn ice  l i n e s .  The two p i l a s t e r s  
d e f i n i n g  t h e  e a s t  doorway possess  ve ry  s imple molded b r i c k  c a p i t a l s .  The 
placement of t h e s e  v e r t i c a l  d i v i s i o n s  a c r o s s  t h e  f ace  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  
v i s u a l l y  breaks up t h e  e a s t  and west w a l l s  of t h e  s t r u c t u r e  i n t o  d e f i n i t e  
groups of four  recessed  b r i c k  panels .  Within each of  t h e s e  panels ,  t h e  
mason worked a d i ape r  p a t t e r n  wi th  glazed headers  forming a double lozenge 
design.  This example of  t h e  combined use of b r i c k  pane l ing  wi th  d i a p e r  
work is  unique i n  Vi rg in i a  c o l o n i a l  bui ldings,al though i t  was r e l a t i v e l y  
common i n  seventeenth-century  Engl i sh  bu i ld ings .  

The doors  and twelve-over-twelve, four- l ight -wide  window sash  
appear  t o  d a t e  from c e r t a i n  ear ly-n ine teenth-century  a l t e r a t i o n s .  While 
t h e  house does n o t  have a f u l l  basement, e v i ~ ~ e n c e  exists t h a t  t h e  bu i ld ing  
may have possessed excavated r o o t  c e l l a r s  i n  f r o n t  of t h e  f i r s t - f l o o r  
h e a r t h s .  The roof  l i n e  of  t h e  Mason House i s  a  s t e e p  gab le  i n t e r r u p t e d  by 
t h r e e  gable-roofed dormer windows on the  e a s t  s i d e  and two dormers on the  
west ,  s epa ra t ed  by t h e  modern a d d i t i o n  of the  l a t e -n ine teen th -cen tu ry  Erame 
wing. 

Although t h e  i n t e r i o r s  of t h e  Mason House have been damaged 
from p a s t  misuse and a r e  a t  p re sen t  used f o r  the  s t o r a g e  of  l i v e s t o c k  feeds,+e 
the  house nonethe less  r e t a i n s  a  number of s ~ g n i f i c a n t  i n t e r i o r  a rch i t ec tu ra l - ( -  
d e t a i l s .  Of p a r t i c u l a r  no te  is the  c l o s e d - s t r i n g ,  cen te r -passage  s t a i r  
w i t h  i t s  symmetrical ly turned b a l u s t e r s  supported on a v i g o r o u s l y  molded 
pulv ina ted  f r i e z e .  At t h e  co rne r s  of the  landings  and t e rmina t ion  o f  the  
s t a i r  a r e  p l a i n  unturned newels with f l a t  caps  and a p p l i e d  h a l f  b a l u s t e r s .  
Although the  o r i g i n a l  mantels  have been removed, a s i n g l e  Federal-period - 
mantel f e a t u r i n g  shal low panels  and app l i ed  squared p i l a s t e r s  remains i n  3, 
the  f i r s t - f l o o r  sou th  room. The second-f loor  c e i l i n g  r e t a i n s  exposed \ 
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beaded c e i l i n g  j o i s t s .  Despi te  some d e t e r i o r a t i o n ,  a l l  t h e  f l o o r s  are the  
o r i g r n a l  random-width p ine  boards. 
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The d iminut ive  Mason House i s  a n  important  and r a r e  exampl 
of  Jacobean-to-Georgian t r a n s i t i o n a l  a r c h i t e c t u r e  combining d i s t i n c t i v e  
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  elements a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  s e v e r a l  pe r iods  and t r a d i t i o n s .  
The house 's  br ick-paneled f r o n t  and r e a r  w a l l s  a r e  unique i n  Virg in ia  and 
make its bays appear  as i f  they have been framed w i t h  p i l a s t e r s .  This 
w a s  a common t rea tment  f o r  more e l a b o r a t e  seventeenth-century b r i c k  bu i ld -  
ings  i n  England, b u t  i t  w a s  r a r e l y  used in  t h e  co lon ie s .  The glazed-  
header d i a p e r  work i n  the  panels  r e l a t e s  the  house t o  vernacu1,ar t r a d i t i o n s ,  
whi le  its balanced f e n e s t r a t i o n  and center -passage  p l a n  is der ived  from ~ h t :  
c l a s s i c a l  t r a d i t i o n  usua l ly  a s soc ia t ed  wi th  Georgian per iod  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  
The t r a n s i t i o n a l  n a t u r e  o f  the  house i s  a l s o  ev ident  on t h e  i n t e r i o r .  
Such seventeenth-century  f e a t u r e s  a s  a c l o s e d - s t r i n g  s t a i r  w i t h  
symmetrically-turned b a l u s t e r s  a r e  juxtaposed wi th  more c l a s s i c a l l y  
in sp i r ed  elements a s  a pulv ina ted  f r i e z e .  The exposed,beaded c e i l i n g  
j o i s t s  a l s o  a r e  f e a t u r e s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  seventeenth-century bu i ld ings .  

Purchased i n  1673 from Daniel  and Anne J e n i f e r  by Richard 
Hinnamn, t h e  land on which t h e  Mason House s t ands  w q s  divided i n  1721 
between Hinnaman's sons John, Bayly and A r g i l l .  John Hinnaman i n h e r i t e d  
the  western e i g h t  hundred a c r e s  of  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  land which included t h e  
s i t e  of  t h e  p r e s e n t  house. I n  1722 John s o l d  h i s  i n t e r e s t  i n  h i s  f a t h e r ' ?  

I 

land t o  William Andrews. The Andrews family r e t a ined  t h e  land u n t i l  i t  
w a s  s o l d  aga in  i n  t h e  last q u a r t e r  of t h e  e igh teen th  century .  Despi te  
i t s  numerous a r c h a i c  f e a t u r e s ,  the  house was probably n o t  b u i l t  u n t i l  
a f t e r  William Andrews acqui red  t h e  land i n  1722. 

I 



H i s t o r i c  American Buildings Survey F i l e s .  

Unpublished information from Archives of the  Vi rg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks 
Commission. 

Whitelaw, Ralph T. V i r g i n i a ' s  Eastern Shore Vol. 2.. Glouces ter ,  Mass: 
Pe te r  Smith, 1968. pF 

As the designated State Liaison Officer far the Nn- 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
N a t i m l  Register. 

89665). 1 hereby nom-te this  property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that i t  has been 

evaluated accordinq t o t h e  c-iteria and p r o c e h r e s  s e t  
forth by the National Park Serv~ce. The recommended Djr.cto,. of .arc~.olog.* Hi.toric Pre-*r..tion 
level of significance of this nomination is:  

I ~ a t i o r u l  State €Q Local  
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