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M Good: fl Fair 0 Detsrioratsd O Ruin. L1 Uno.po..d 
1 CONDITION 

I (Chrch OnrJ 1 (Chock One) 

Although obscurcd by l a t e r  a d d i t i o n s ,  t he  e a r l i e s t  o r  pre-Revolut ionary 
sec t ion  of Fnrmington is s t i l l  d i sce rnab le .  As o r i g i n a l l y  b u i l t  i t  was 
a simple two-story,  three-bay b r i c k  house wi th  a f u l l  s tone  basement. 
Tlic house had a s i d e  h a l l  p l an  wi th  t h e  h a l l  a c r o s s  the  e a s t  end. The 
f i r e p l a c e s  f o r  the  two rooms on the  west were served by two i n t e r i o r  . 
end chimneys. The p a r t i t i o n  between the  two f i r s t  f l o o r  rooms has  been 
removed, bu t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s t a i rway  i n  the  sou theas t  co rne r  of the  h a l l  
survives.  I t  is d i f f i c u l t  t o  determine what o t h e r  o r i g i n a l  woodwork 
remains i n  the  e a r l y  s e c t i o n  as i t  has been redecorated s e v e r a l  times. 

11 Unal tered  

On the  e x t e r i o r ,  only t h e  n o r t h  w a l l  remains unobscured by l a t e r  a d d i t i o n s  
The west w a l l  i s  covered by t h e  modem clubhouse a d d i t i o n s ,  whi le  the  
J e f f r r s o n  a d d i t i o n  i s  atcached ito the  e a s t  wa l l .  From t h e  e a r l i e s t  t imes 
the south  door l ed  onto  a long g a l l e r y  which connected t h e  s e r v i c e  wing 
t o  the  house. Much of the  s e r v i c e  wing was s u b s t a n t i a l l y  r e b u i l t  a s  a 
r e s u l t  of tornado damage s u f f e r e d  i n  t h e  l a t e  1950's.  

m M0v.d Original Sile 
o r r c n l o E  T H C  P R E S E N T  AN13 O I I I C I N A L  ( ( 1  known) P H Y S I C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  

I n  1852-54, the  J e f f e r s o n  s e c t i o n  was g r e a t l y  a l t e r e d  by the  i n s e r t i o n  of 
an  e x t r a  f l o o r  l e v e l ,  and by t h e  a d d i t i o n  of a c e n t r a l  h a l l .  Following 
the  conversion of Farmington i n t o  a count ry  c lub  i n  1929, the  f l o o r  was 
removed and the  e n t i r e  i n t e r i o r  of the  a d d i t i o n  was made i n t o  one l a r g e  
two-story room. Since t h a t  time many e x t r a  rooms have been added t o  the  
west end o f  the  house. These a d d i t i o n s  inc lude  a pub l i c  d in ing  room, 
reception room, bal lroom and g a l l e r y  as w e l l  a s  gues t  rooms above. The 
a d d i t i o n s  are a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  sympathet ic  and a r e  only  obvious from t h e  
nor th .  The r u r a l  s e t t i n g  of the  house has  been preserved through the  
!?eterit'ibri'of .open &paces aruund lit, and from the  house f i n e  views o f  
tlie'cduntr'yrui&  and. mountain& are-netill ob ta inab le .  

J e f f e r s o n ' s  oc tagonal  a d d i t i o n  on the  e a s t  f e a t u r e s  a two-story t e t r a s t y l e  
pedimented Tuscan p o r t i c o  a c r o s s  a l l  bu t  the  oc tagonal  ends o f  the  a d d i t i o n ' s -  
facade.  There a r e  s e v e r a l  d i sc repanc ies  between J e f f e r s o n ' s  drawing f o r  
Farmington and t h e  e x i s t i n g  work. J e f f e r s o n  drew no s tone  l i n t e l s  over  
the  t r ip l e -hung  windows, nor d i d  he i n d i c a t e  keystones around the  c i r c u l a r  
windows. Also, J e f f e r s o n  showed the  f u l l  e n t a b l a t u r e  extending around the  
octagonal  ends,  whereas on the  b u i l d i n g  only the  modiI l ion co rn ice  does. ,- 

H i s  proposed broad s t e p s  w i t h  podiums a r e  s u b s t i t u t e d  by much narrower 
s t e p s  . . . .  . . .  , . , I I , l  / '  . l j  ' .  , 

On t h e  i n t e r i o r ,  J e f f e r s o n  planned, the  a d d i t i o n  t o  be d iv ided i n t o , t w o  roorrs 
of unequal s i z e .  I n  1818 Jud i th  Cabell  Rives, n i e c e  of Mrs. George Divers ,  
paid a v i s i t  t o  Farmington and descr ibed  , the- in ter ior  of the  a d d i t i o n  i n  
i t s  o r i g i n a l  form. 'The two l a r g e  rooms he  LDiversl  added i n  f r o n t  t o  
g r a t i f y  the  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  fancy of h i s .  friend., Mr. J e f f e r s o n ,  who had 
planned them. They were oc tagonal  i n  form, extending i n  h e i g h t  throuqh 
two s t o r i e s  o f  the  o t h e r  p a r t  of the  house; w i t h  immense windows and doors 
and deep c o r n i c e s  of carved wood, i n  which h ie rog lyph ica l  f i g u r e s  of 
g r i f f i n s  and o t h e r  mysterious devices  l a r g e l y  ~redominated ."  
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The Farmington p rope r ty  was o r i g i n a l l y  included ' i n  a  1753-acre t r a c t  
f o r  which Michael Holland of  Hanover County rece ived  L e t t e r s  of  P a t e n t  
i n  1744 from George 11. I n  1758 t h e  land was acqui red  by F ranc i s .  Jerdone 
who e r e c t e d  t h e  s imple two-story b r i c k  farmhouse which s e r v e s  a s  t h e  
nucleus  of  t h e  p resen t  clubhouse. The c o n s t r u c t i o n  d a t e  of  J e rdone ' s  
house i s  u n c e r t a i n ,  bu t  i t  i s  thought t h a t  it i s  p r i o r  t o  1780. I n  1785, 
Jerdone s o l d  t h e  p rope r ty  t o  George Dive r s ,  son-in-law of  D r .  Thomas 
Walker of  C a s t l e  H i l l .  I n  1802 Divers  asked h i s  f r i e n d  Thomas J e f f e r s o n  
t o  des ign  a n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  farmhouse. J e f f e r s o n ' s  proposa ls  
included n o t  on ly  a  l a r g e  oc tagonal  a d d i t i o n  bu t  a l t e r a t i o n s  t o  t h e  
e x i s t i n g  house as w e l l .  H i s  o r i g i n a l  drawings s u r v i v e  i n  t h e  Massachusett  
H i s t o r i c a l  Soc ie ty  and inc lude  t h e  e l e v a t i o n  of  t h e  a d d i t i o n ,  a  p l an ,  and 
a  drawing i d e n t i f i e d  by Fiske  Kimball a s  a  r e j e c t e d  s tudy.  From t h e  
d e s c r i p t i o n  of  Farmington i n  J u d i t h  Cabel l  Rives '  autobiography,  i t  i s  
appa ren t  t h a t  t h e  a d d i t i o n  was executed b a s i c a l l y  a s  planned, b u t  i t  i s  

' u n c e r t a i n  t o  what e x t e n t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  house w a s  a l t e r e d .  . ~ G N I F I C A N C E  - 

According t o  Kimball,  Farmington was b u i l t  a t  t h e  po in t  i n  J e f f e r s o n ' s  
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  c a r e e r  when he had reso lved  most of  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  and 
f u n c t i o n a l  problems of h i s  domestic s t y l e  and was becoming more 
preoccupied w i t h  formal des ign .  I n  t h e  Farmington a d d i t i o n  J e f f e r s o n  
was "pursuing h i s  a t t empt s  t o  canvass t h e  p o s s i b l e  combinations of  t h e  
octagon w i t h  t h e  r e c t a n g l e ,  a  p u r s u i t  which furn ished  t h e  motives f o r  
s o  many of  h i s  l a t e r  des igns ,  and of  h i s  u n i d e n t i f i e d  s t u d i e s . "  

i 

I ,.. 

A f t e r  Divers '  dea th  i n  1830, Farmington passed t o  h i s  nephew, I s s a c  White 
Subsequent t o  Whi te ' s  s a l e  of t h e  p rope r ty  t e n  yea r s  l a t e r ,  Farmington 
passed through s e v e r a l  owners u n t i l  1927, when t h e  l a s t  p r i v a t e  owner. 
Mrs. Maggie L. Wood, s o l d  t h e  house and 305 a c r e s  t o  Farmington 
Incorpora ted .  I t  was then  t h a t  t h e  p rope r ty  was conver ted  , i n to  a 
count ry  c lub  and t h a t  t h e  house rece ived  t h e  f i r s t  o f  s e v e r a l  addi t ions .  

rERloo (chock O n s  or M a e  s. Approprlal=J 

Pr*.Columbion l n 16th O 18th CmnturY n m t h  c."twY 

n 15th csntvrY 17th century RI 1 9 6  c.~I.., 
S P E C I F I C  D A T E t S I  ( I f  Appltcable andR-) 

f R F A S , O F  SIGNIFICANCE fCh.=k On.,- M0.q. .  ApPIoM.!.) 
, , . . . .  ....,.. , . . . .  . .  , . . .  .. . . 

Abo. iginol Education , , , Q P p l i l i c ~ l  ' C7 Urban Plonninp . 
Pnhistoris .. . .. -. .. . - - - 0 Engineering R.lipion/Phi. U' 0 t h . r  (speclh) 

rJ Histor ic  [7 I n d ~ s 1 , ~  
losophy 

A..iculI"n I""."ti0" 0 scienc. a Archinslur. 0 Londscop. rJ Sc"lplu.. 
Art Atchit.ctur. 

Soci.l/Hun.n- 
Comm.rc. Llr.rwtu~. 

it.,;.,, 
Carnunisotions Military rJ Theater 
Consenation Music 

Tr.nspo.t.,ion ' 

Although e x t e n s i v e l y  en la rged ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  r e t a i n s  i ts  oc tagonal  f r o n t  
a d d i t i o n ,  designed by J e f f e r s o n ,  and t h e r e f o r e  a n  important  s u r v i v a l  
o f  J e f f e r s o n ' s  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  ta lent . ."Since becoming a c o u n t ~ y  c lub .  
Farmington has  enjoyed a p o s i t i o n * o f  being, ,one o f . t h e m o s t . p r e s t i g i o u s  
c l u b s  o f  i t s  type  i n  V i r g i n i a  i f  n o t  on t h e  Eas t e rn  Seaboard. 
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As the des ignated  S t a t e  I h i s o n  Of f i c e r  lor t he  Nd-' 

t lannl  l l i s tor ic  P r e se rva t i on  Act of 1966 ( P u b l i c  I ~ a w  

89.665). 1 hereby nominnl r  t h i s  property for inc lus ion  

. . .  . . . ( .  . .  . . . 
~ .* ','! I . . . . , . . . I : I 
I hereby ~ e r t i f y  that  t h i s  property i s  included in t he  

Nat iona l  R e g i s t e r  

National S ta te  L o c a l  

in  t he  Notional Rec i s t e r  und ccrt ify that it h a s  b e e n  

evalunlcd accord ins  t o  t h e  c r i te r ia  and procedures set 

forth b; ihe  Nat iona l  Perk s e rv i ce :  ' l h i ' r k ~ b m m e n d e d  

leve l  of s i gn i l i c snce  of t h i s  nomination i s :  
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D r .  Edward P. Alexander,  Chairman 
Ti t leVir~in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commi s i o n  

Keeper of The Natimol Register 

. . -~ 
Claief. O f f i c e  o f  Archeology a n d ~ i s t b r i c  Preservation 

Dele Gate  I 
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S T R C C T  A N 0  NUM O E R :  

o f  R t .  2 5 0 ,  .9 m i .  W o f  i n t e r s e c t i o n  w i t h  R t .  250-29 Bypass. 
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