
NPS F m  10,Wd 
(382) VLK - 4 ( ~  /9((3 I\IRHP- 5/30!~b 

I 1 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 

OMB No. 1 0 2 4 - 0 0 1 8  
E x p i r e s  1 0 - 3 1 - 8 7  

For NPS use only 

received 

date entered 

See instructions in  How to Complete National Register Forms 
Type all entries-complete applicable sections 

I Name 

historic P e t e r  White House - 

and-or common High Meadows (Preferred) DHL F i l e  No. 02-1020 

2. Location 
street & number off Va. F.t. 20, apprnx. 114 m i l e  rlcrth of t h e  town n/a not for publication 

linits of Sco t t sv i lde  

city, town " S c o t t s v i l l e  2 vicinity of 

state Virginia code 5 1  county Albemarle code 393 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 
- district - public - occupied - agriculture - museum 
X building(s) private - unoccupied - commercial - park 
- structure - both 2- work in progress - educational - private residence 
- site Public Acquisition Accessible - entertainment - religious 
- obiect ,- in process 2 yes: restricted - government - scientific 

being considered -- yes: unrestricted - industrial - t r a n s ~ o r t a $ ~ p & ~ ~ ~ ~  ly 
n/a - no - military A other: 3nF f a t o r e d  

4. Owner of Property f o r  cormercial use 

name m i h k  n 3- 

street & number 2001. Cool Spring Drive 
-- 

,.it". town .A lexandr ia  n/a vicinitv of ,tat, Virginia 22308 
I *  

5. Location of Legal Description 
c l e r k P  s Off i c e ,  Albemarle County Courthouse 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etC. 

street & number n/a - 

citv. town Char I .~ t t e sv i l l ; ?  state 22401 -.-,. -- - - - -  

6. Re~resentation in Existins Surveys 
tit,e Di.16-s ?on of 9ist oric Landmarks has this property been determined eligible? - yes - X no 

date surve~r 1985, F i l e  No. 02-1020 - federal - x state - county - local 

&posit~ryforsurveyrecords Division of H i s t o r i c  - Landmarks, 221  Governor Street --- 

city, town Richmond state V A 



Condition Check one ck one 
-excellent - deteriorated unaltered ?!original site 
X - good - ruins - altered - moved date "/a X 

- fair - unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

S W Y  DESCRIPTION 

<A 
High Xeadows is loca ted  o n ~ R o u t e  20 l e s s  than one-half mi le  from S c o t t s v i l l e ,  Albemarle 

County on a 19.798-acre t r a c t  of land.  It c o n s i s t s  ofoone-and-one-half-story b r i ck  dwelling 
b u i l t  between 1831 and 1832, and a two-story, 1883 stuccoed b r i c k  s e c t i o n .  The 188; add i t ion  
more than t r i p l e d  t h e  s i z e  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  dwelling and is connected by a frame, s ingle-s tory  
passage which runs between and t h e  length  of both s e c t i o n s .  This passage i s  t h e  most d i s t i n c -  
t i v e  f e a t u r e  of t h e  house and t h e  only known example of i ts  type  and period i n  Albemarle County. 

The nominated proper ty  conta ins  one con t r ibu t ing  b u i l d i n g ,  t h e  main residence.  

ARCHITECTURAL ANaYSIS 

High Meadows is s i t u a t e d  on a smal l  h i l l  no r th  of S c o t t s v i l l e .  The house can be 
divided i n t o  t h r e e  d i s t i n c t  p a r t s  which form a l a r g e  r ec t angu la r  block on t h e  f i r s t  l e v e l  and 
two sepa ra t e  blocks on t h e  second l e v e l .  B u i l t  between 1831 and 1832, t h e  n o r t h  and e a r l i e s t  
s ec t ion  is connected t o  an 1883 add i t ion  by a passage which runs t h e  length  of both s e c t i o n s .  
Both the  1832 s e c t i o n  and t h e  1883 s e c t i o n  a r e  d i s t i n c t l y  s t y l i z e d  dwellings. The south  
facade of t h e  1883 s e c t i o n  se rves  a s  t h e  f r o n t  e l e v a t i o n  of t h e  e n t i r e  dwelling. It i s  of 

br ick covered wi th  s tucco  and s t ands  ttio s t o r i e s  h igh  and t h r e e  bays wide. The s tucco  appears 
t o  be o r i g i n a l  a s  e x t e r i o r  woodwork i s  b u i l t  o u t  t o  r ece ive  i t .  It has  a c e n t r a l  en t rance  
and two-over-two, double-hung sash  windows. A smal l ,  three-bay porch surrounds t h e  main 
ntrance and i s  decorated wi th  s c r o l l  b racke t s  and square pos t s .  The ent rance  i s  surrounded 
i t h  s i d e l i g h t s  and transom. The 1883 s e c t i o n  has  a cross-gabled roof of s l a t e .  A l l  f ou r  

gabl&s a r e  decorated wi th  s c r o l l  brackets  and have r ec t angu la r ,  l o w e r e d  ven t s .  Many of t h e  
louvered s h u t t e r s  remain. Both t h e  e a s t  and west facades have three-sided bay windows 

project ing a t  t h e  f i r s t - f l o o r  l e v e l  and two windows above. The 1883 house is connected t o  
the  1832 sec t ion  through t h e  unusual use of a frame. one-story, l ong i tud ina l  passage t h a t  
extends t h e  l eng th  of and between both s e c t i o n s .  This weatherboard passage r e s t s  on an 

English basement. , 

The o r i g i n a l  s t r u c t u r e  f aces  nor th  and i s  t h e  r e a r  of t h e  e n t i r e  dwelling. It i s  a one- 
and-one-half-story, ~ i n ~ l e - ~ i l e ,  b r i c k  bu i ld ing  on an English basement. Two exter ior-end 
chimneys r i s e  on e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  gabled t i n  roof .  A four-bay porch extends across  the  
north facade and has  a square s e c t i o n  ba lus t r ade  and p o s t s .  It r i s e s  from b r i ck  p i l e s ,  w i th  
the  eas t e rn  s e c t i o n  enclosed f o r  use  as  a garage. The no r th  facade is t h r e e  bays wide; t h e  
eas t e rn  bay i s  now enclosed with weatherboards. The window on t h i s  is six-over-six,  double- 
hung sash .  The window t o  t h e  west of t h e  c e n t r a l  doorway i s  nine-over-nine, double-hung 
sash.  The upper s t o r y  of t h e  west e l eva t ion  has  two six-pane casement windows. me f i r s t  

f l o o r - p l a n  of t h e  house begins a s  a simple I-house p l an  i n  t h e  1883 s e c t i o n ;  rooms on e i t h e r  
s ide of a c e n t r a l  passage. This house is s ingle-p i le .  A l l  woodwork i n  t h e  h a l l  i s  grained 

i n  a quartered-oak, comb-graining technique inc luding  t h e  transom and s i d e l i g h t  woodwork. 

See Continuation Sheet # l  



8. Significance 

Period 
- prehistoric 
-- 1400-1 499 
- 1500-1 599 
- 1600-1699 
-- 1700-1799 
2 1800-1 899 
-. 190C- 

Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric . - community planning - .  landscape architecture.-.. religion 

-- archeology-historic _ conservation - -  law -- science 
-- agriculture e c o n o m i c s  . literature . - sculpture 
X architecture _ .  education military - social1 

art - engineering --- music humanitarian 
- commerce -. explorationisettlement - philosophy .-theater 
-. communications industry -. politicslgovernment - transporlation 

.. ~_ invention - other (specify) 

Specific dates L832 & 1883 BuilderiArchitect P e t e r  White 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

High Meadows c o n s i s t s  of two sepa ra t e  dwellings b u i l t  i n  two d i f f e r e n t  per iods ,  1832 
and 1883. Located l e s s  than a  mi le  from t h e  town of S c o t t s v i l l e  i n  Albemarle County on t h e  
o l d  Staunton and James River Turnpike, t h e  two houses a re  connected by a  passage which runs 

log i tud ina l ly  between t h e  e a r l y  dwelling and t h e  1883 add i t ion .  Analysis of t h e  f indings  of 
the  recent ly  completed Albemarle County i n t e n s i v e  survey have revealed t h a t  High Meadows i s  

the only s t r u c t u r e  i n  t h e  county t o  have t h i s  type of connecting passage. While Cas t le  H i l l  
i n  Albemarle County is a  cons t ruc t ion  of two dwel l ings  i n  d i f f e r e n t  pe r iods ,  a  hyphen, r a t h e r  
than a  long i tud ina l  passage connects t h e  two a t  Cas t l e  H i l l .  High Meadows is  a l s o  
s i g n i f i c a n t  due t o  t h e  presence of a  ridgeboard i n  t h e  1832 s e c t i o n ,  a  cons t ruc t ion  f e a t u r e  

r a r e l y  seen i n  Vi rg in i a  houses be fo re  t h e  mid 1840's.  

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

The o r i g i n a l  one-and-one-half-story. b r i c k  s e c t i o n  of t h e  house was b u i l t  by Pe te r  
. i t e  between 1831 and 1832. White assembled t h e  o r i g i n a l  acreage i n  a  per iod  of a  year  

or  two and by 1833 acquired more acreage on T o t i e r  Creek. The 1832 Land Book shows improve- 
ments on the  pa rce l  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t ime, t h e  va lue  of t h e  house and i t s  outbui ld ings  being 

$1200! Judging from informat ion  i n  t h e  Personal  Proper ty  Tax Books on P e t e r  White i n  t h e  
l85O1s, White was almkri of above average means, t y p i c a l  of t h e  small  farmer o r  merchant.% It 
is poss ib le  he was a  merchant o r  p ro fes s iona l  s i n c e  he owned a  bu i ld ing  i n  t h e  town of 
S c o t t s v i l l e  i n  t h e  18501s ,  had income o t h e r  than from farming, ;md obmed i i t t l e  land and 
few s l a v e s .  The Personal  Property Tax Books i n  1853 list among o the r  t h i n g s ,  3 s l aves  

16 o r  over ,  4 s l a v e s  12 o'r over ,  15 c a t t l e ,  1 piano o r  harp and $300 worth of household 
furn i ture .  The 1859 personal  Property Tax Books list 4 s l a v e s  16 o r  over ,  4 s l a v e s  12 o r  
over ,  10 c a t t l e ,  1 piano,  and $150 worth of household fu rn i sh ings .  By 1860 White 's weal th 

dimished s i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  he  owned less land than  i n  t h e  1830's and 18401s ,  and rece ived  no 
outs ide  income i n  1859. 

Between 1865 and 1866, P e t e r  White died and l e f t  a  widow (presumably), El izabeth  
White, who re t a ined  l i f e  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  property.  She continued t o  hold  t h e  property 

u n t i l  1882, when she  conveyed i t  (now 33 k acres)  t o  Charles B.  Ha r r i s  a t  which time the  
buildings had dec l ined  i n  va lue  t o  $200. 

Land Tax Books and Deed Books r evea l  t h a t  a  new two-story b r i ck  house was b u i l t  
Ca. 1883, and was worth $2000, and, toge ther  wi th  t h e  o l d  house $ 2 2 0 0 . ~  According t o  o r a l  
t r a d i t i o n ,  Har r i s '  f a t h e r ,  Mel i tas  Har r i s  had come from P e n n s y l v a ~ n i a  i n  1835 t r a v e l l i n g  
southward, deciding t o  remain i n  S c o t t s v i l l e  because of i t s  growing importance on t h e  
Staunton James River Turnpike. Har r i s  ran a  mercan t i l e  bus iness  i n  S c o t t s v i l l e  and bene- 

ted  from t h e  p rospe r i ty  of t h e  town a s  a  t r a d i n g  post  we l l  i n t o  t h e  C i v i l  War. This war 
~ L e c i p i t a t e d  t h e  town's dec l ine  a s  a  commercial cen te r  when t h e  cana l  system was destroyed 

and many of i t s  i n d u s t r i a l  bui ld ings  burned. Slow, s teady growth charac ter ized  S c o t t s v i l l e ' s  
development a f t e r  t h e  war. H a r r i s '  sons continued i n  t h e  mercan t i l e  business  and i t  i s  

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET !/ 2 
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10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 1.798 
Quadrangle name 

S c o t t s v i l l e  
Quadrangle scale 1 :24000 

UTM References 

Au \ q 2 , 0 1 1 , 7 , 4  ~4,1181714i010)  
Zone Easting Northlng " L J - i d d u  Zone Eastlng Northlng 

c w  u u u u 
EW u u F W  u u 
GW u-ld IrlIl I "~~~ 

-- 
Verbal boundary description and justification VBD: Beglnnlng a t  a po ln t  approx, 400' due E from t h e  

l n t e r s e c t l o n  of VA 20 and 726;  thence extendlnq approx. 300' ENE; thence approx. 300' 

SSE; thence approx. 300' SW; thence approx. 300' NNW t o  g o l n t  of o r l g l n .  JUSTIFICATION: The 
bounds have been drawn t o  inc lude  t h e  s i n g l e  con t r lbu t lnq  bu l ld lng  and t h e  1 . 7 9 8  a c r e s .  

List al l  states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state n/  a code county n / a  code n/a 

state n / a  code n / a  county n / a  code n / a  

1 1. Form Prepared By 

name/tltie L e s l i e  Naranjo-Lupold --- 

organization n / a date February 1986 - -- 

street 6 number 226-A High S t r e e t  telephone (804) 733-7981, 733-2403 
- 

cihr ar town Petersburg ,  stale Virg in ia  ,23803 - .- - 
12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

- national -. state 2 local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation 0 National Htstorlc Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665). 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusi that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set fo 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

H. Bryan Mi tche l l ,  
Division of H i s t o r i c  Landmarks date Aprl l  15 ,  1986 

Form urnonly 
I homby certify that this property is Included in the National Reglster 

date 

Kaem d the National RegLstar 

Attest: date 

ChW d Registration 
G P O  91 1-199 
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7. DESCRIPTION - ARCHITECTURCU. ANaYSIS 
The door t o  t h e  west p a r l o r  has  mahogany b u r l  g ra in ing  on t h e  panels  and s t r a i g h t - g r a i n  

mhogany gra in ing  on t h e  s t i l e s  and r a i l s .  A l l  baseboards, door and windowframes have mahogany 
b u r l  gra in ing .  The i n t e r i o r  louvered s h u t t e r s  a rd  a l s o  grained and t h e  window sash  and mutins 

are  decorated i n  dragged, reddish-orange p a i n t .  The su r faces  t h a t  have had the  most exposure 
t o  l i g h t  a re  the  most s eve re ly  damaged. The remaining g ra in ing  i s  i n  exce l l en t  condit ion.  
This p a r l o r  has a  molded p l a s t e r ,  c i r c u l a r  medallion and a  s l a t e  mantel w i th  decora t ive  

s t y l i z e d  p a t t e r n s .  The s t a i r s  have a  turned newel and b a l l u s t r a d e  and were a l s o  grained.  
The e a s t  p a r l o r  has  over-painted woodwork, a  p l a s t e r  medallion and a  s i m i l a r  mantek. The 
f i r e p l a c e s  i n  both p a r l o r s  a r e  on i n t e r i o r  wa l l s .  Each p a r l o r  r e t a i n s  i t s  nor th  window 

openings which open out  t o  t h e  frame passage. The second f l o o r  of t h e  1883 s e c t i o n  has  t h e  
same f loorplan .  Both rooms however have simple s t r a i g h t  g r a i n  oak g ra in ing  on a l l  woodwork, 
including t h e  mantels.  There i s  no 'passage  between t h e  second f l o o r  of t h e  1883 and t h e  1832 
sec t ions .  Or ig ina l  hardware remains throughout t h e  1883 sec t ion .  Opposite t h e  f r o n t  en t rance  
of t h e  1883 s e c t i o n  is  a  doorway opening t o  t h e  frame l o n g i t u d i n a l  passage which connects t h e  

older  and newer dwell ings.  Two-over-two windows on t h e  south w a l l  of t h e  1883 s e c t i o n  and ; 

nine-over-nine windows on t h e  south  w a l l  of t h e  1832 s e c t i o n  open i n t o  t h e  passage. 

A c e n t r a l  doorway from t h e  passage l eads  t o  t h e  cen te r  h a l l  of t h e  1832 s e c t i o n .  The 
Test room r e t a i n s  i t s  simple,  l a t e  Federal  woodwork inc luding  t h e  most f i n e l y  d e t a i l e d  mantel 
~f  t h e  house. It has  f l u t e d  square engaged columns on e i t h e r  s i d e  support ing an a r c h i t r a v e  

with c e n t r a l  block and molded s h e l f .  A two-over-two, double-hung sash  window i s  a  l a t e r  
a l t e r a t i o n  t o  t h e  west w a l l  on t h e  l e f t  of t h e  mantel of t h e  west room. The e a s t  room r e t a i n s  
simple Federal  woodwork and an o r i g i n a l  c l o s e t  beneath the  enclosed,  quar te r - turn  s t a i r .  North 
of t h e  e a s t  room i s  a  smal l  room enclosed fram t h e  porch. The o r i g i n a l  p l an  appears t o  have 

been a  side-passage plan.  The w a l l  which d iv ides  the  o r i g i n a l  h a l l  i n t o  an e a s t  room and 
cen t r a l  h a l l  was probably added when t h e  a d d i t i o n  was b u i l t  i n  o rde r  t o  dup l i ca t e  t h e  
s y m ~ e t r i c a l  central-passage p l an  of the new sec t ion .  The s t a i r s  a r e  en te red  through a  door 
on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of t h e  h a l l .  The upper f l o o r  r e t a i n s  t h e  same p lan ,  both rooms f in i shed  
with s loped eaves. The mantels do not  appear t o  be  o r i g i n a l .  The presence of a  ridgeboard 

i n  t h e  cons t ruc t ion  of t h i s  s e c t i o n  sugges ts  t h a t  i t  was b u i l t  by carpenters  using new 
building methods, a s  a  ridgeboard is r a r e l y  seen i n  Virg in ia  houses before  t h e  mid 1840's. 
Access t o  t h e  basement i s  gained by a  s t a i r  beneath t h e  main s t a i r  i n  t h e  1883 sec t ion .  The 
f loorp lan  of t h e  basement beneath t h e  1883 s e c t i o n  has  a  c e n t r a l  passage wi th  rooms on e i t h e r  
s ide .  A s i n g l e  two-over-two, double-hung sash  window is  on t h e  south  wa l l  of t h e  e a s t  and 
west rooms. The basement beneath t h e  frame passage i s  one l a r g e  br ick- f loored  space with one 
window on t h e  west wal l .  The basement beneath t h e  e a r l y  s e c t i o n  is divided i n t o  two spaces 

and i s  entered  through a  c e n t r a l  doorway i n t o  t h e  l a r g e r  room wi th  a  window on t h e  e a s t  w a l l  
and an e x t e r i o r  door t o  t h e  a rea  beneath t h e  r e a r  porch. The room on the  west has a  window 
on the  nor th  wal l .  These rooms have d i r t  f l o o r s .  

High Meadows i s  s i t u a t e d  on a  t r a c t  of over n ine teen  ac res  amidst a  pas tu re  enc i r c l ed  by 
wooded a r e a s o v e r l o o k i n g  t h e  town of S c o t t s v i l l e .  Less than a  q u a r t e r  mi le  from i t s  ent rance  

of fx toute  20,  i t  i s  secluded and w e l l  screened by woods and p lan t ings  along t h e  dr ive .  
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8. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

s a i d  both C.B.  Ha r r i s  and h i s  b r o t h e r  Henry inves t ed  i n  t h e  High Meadow's proper ty ,  but  
a f t e r  t h e  a d d i t i o n  was begun, only  C . B .  Ha r r i s  and h i s  family moved i n .  

Har r i s  was prosperous enough t o  b u i l d  an add i t ion  onto t h e  e x i s t i n g  s t r u c t u r e  i n  
t h e  l a t e s t  s t y l e  inco rpora t ing  t h e  e a r l i e r  s t r u c t u r e  wi th  t h e  l a t e r  a d d i t i o n  through 
t h e  unusual use of a  l o n g i t u d i n a l  passage. The f loo rp lan  of t h e  o l d e r  house was a l t e r e d  t o  
r e f l e c t  t h e  symmetrical p lan  of t h e  addi t ion .  The new s e c t i o n  was decorated with grained 
woodwork. 

Near what was t h e  growing commercial cen te r  of Albemarle County, S c o t t s  Landing on 
t h e  James River and Kanawha Canal. High Meadows is  a  r e f l e c t i o n  of t h e  mercan t i l e  s o c i e t y  

tha t  dominated t h i s  a rea .  High Meadows e x h i b i t s  an i n t e r e s t i n g  example of a  vernacular  
domestic bu i ld ing  type  wi th  t h e  use  of a  l o n g i t u d i n a l  passage, r a t h e r  than a  hypen, 
connecting an o l d e r  and newer s t r u c t u r e .  The cons t ruc t ion  of t h e  1832 dwelling i s  s ign i -  
f i c a n t  due t o  i t s  use of a  r idgeboard,  r a r e l y  seen i n  Virg in ia  houses beqdre t h e  mid 1840's .  
The 1883 s e c t i o n  is  noteworthy i n  i t s  own r i g h t ,  nea r ly  a l l  of i t s  grained woodwork i n t a c t  
id i n  e x c e l l e n t  condit ion.  

High Meadows remained i n  t h e  Har r i s  family u n t i l  1920 when L.L. Hayman acquired 
the property and subdivided i t  i n t o  s e v e r a l  pa rce l s .  According t o  t r a d i t i o n  t h e  p rope r ty ' s  
name was Fairview when t h e  Hayman's renamed t h e  property High Meadows i n  the  1920's .  The 
Melton family acqui red  t h e  proper ty  i n  1943 where i t  remained u n t i l  purchased i n  1985 by 

Peter  Sushka and Jae  Abbott Sushka who a r e  c a r e f u l l y  renovat ing i t  a s  a  bed and b reak fas t  
inn. 

L .N .L .  

Endnotes 

l ~ a n d  Tax Books, Albemarle County, VA 1832. - 

2 ~ e r s o n a l _ _ ~ r o p e r t Y  Tax --- Books, Albemarle County, VA, 1853, 1859. 

3~5Ed Tax Books, Albemarle County, VA, 1883. 1884. Deed Book 87. p. 420-421, 
Albemarle County, VA, 1883. 






