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8 .  Name 
- - - -  

historic Oakland Grove Presbyter ian  Church 
- - 

andlor common . Same 

street & number N s i d e  of  rou te  696; W o f  Selma N / L  not for ~ubl icat ion 
- 

. - . . Six th  (M.  Caldwell 
city, town Selma . - , X v i c i n i t y  of congressional district But l e r )  

state V i r g i n i a  code' 5 1  . countv A l l e g h a n ~  

- 

code 005 

Category Ownership Status Present Use 
- district - public A occupied - agriculture museum 
X building(s) 2 private - unoccupied - commercial - park 
- structr~re - both work in progress - educational - private residence 
- site Public Acquisition Accessible - entertainment X religious 
- object - in process X yes: restricted - government scientific 

being considered - yes: unrestricted - industrial - transportation 
N / A  - no - militarv other: 

4. Owner of Pro~eatw 

name Trus tees ,  Oakland Grove Presbyter ian  Church 

street & number 
N/A 

city, town Selma N,!A. vicinity of state Virg in i a  24474 

5. Location off Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. A1leghany 

street & number N /A 

Covington Viro in ia  
citv, town state 

#Iff;e9reseaaaaioain ( 2 )  (See Continuat ion 

(1 ) ~ i s t o r i c  American Buildings 
title Survey and Inventory has this property been determined elegible? y e s  - X no 

date 1 9  59 -2 federal - state - county - local 

depository for survey records Library  of Congress 

city, town Washington state D- C- 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
-excellent -deteriorated X unaltered X original site N/A - good - ruins -altered -moved date 
2 fair -unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Oakland Grove Presbyter ian  Church i s  s i t u a t e d  on a wooded s lope  defined on t h e  south 
by S t a t e  Route 696 and on t h e  nor th  by t h e  Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad wi th  the  Jackson 
River beyond. 

The rec tangular ,  30' x 4 0 ' ,  one-story church sits on a foundation of  coursed rubble. 
The wal ls  a r e  cons t ructed  of b r i ck :  t h e  facade l a i d  i n  Flemish bond and t h e  remaining wal ls  
l a i d  i n  f ive-course American bond. A molded b r i c k  cornice runs beneath t h e  eaves of  t h e  
gable roof ,  which i s  covered wi th  s l a t e  sh ingles .  

The facade (north)  r e t a i n s  i t s  o r i g i n a l  single-paneled double doors framed by a f ive-  
l i g h t  transom. Hung-sash windows wi th  2/2 l i g h t s  a r e  found on a l l  e l eva t ions .  The sashes 
probably replace  e a r l i e r  ones having smal ler  panes. The e a s t  and west entrances a l s o  were 
bricked up, c r e a t i n g  t h e  p resen t  two-bay asymmetrical composition. Four double-paired win- 
dows a r e  found on t h e  south e levat ion .  A simple r e a r  entrance provides access  t o  an i n t e r i o r  
ga l l e ry .  

The i n t e r i o r  i s  a s ingle-space  auditorium r e t a i n i n g  i ts  o r i g i n a l  wide-plank chestnut  
f l o o r .  The room conta ins  a cen te r  a i s l e  formed by t h e  placement of t h e  o r i g i n a l  box-type, 
s c r o l l - a n  pews. The g a l l e r y ,  supported by square columns, wraps around t h r e e  s i d e s  of the  
room and i s  reached by t h e  r e a r  s t a i r .  

The bu i ld ing  has never been e l e c t r i f i e d ;  kerosene lamps continue t o  i l lumina te  t h e  
church. 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 

The deed f o r  t h e  church proper ty  recorded i n  1859 descr ibes  t h e  proper ty  a s ,  "being 
t h e  same on which s a i d  church now s tands  on t h e  edge o f  the  Covington and Lexington Turnpike 
Road." Oakland Church was then a l s o  bounded on t h e  nor th  by a sp r ing  and c a l l e d  the  "Church 
by t h e  spr ing ."  In  view of  these  h i s t o r i c  boundaries, t h e  nomination c o n s i s t s  of  one ac re  
including t h e  church and fenced cemetery, which a r e  s t i l l  bordered by a stream on t h e  nor th  
and S t a t e  Route 696 t o  t h e  south.  



- 
8. Significance 

Period 
- prehistoric 
- 1400-1 499 
- 1500-1599 
- 1600-1 699 
- 1700-1799 
X 1800-1899 
- 1900- 

Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 
- archeology-prehistoric -community planning - landscape architectureL religion 
- archeology-historic -conservation - law - sclence 
-agriculture -economics -literature -sculpture 
X architecture -education -military - social1 
-art -engineering -music humanitarian 
- commerce explorationlsettlement - philosophy -theater 
- communications - industry - politicsigovernment - transportation 

- inventlon - other (specify) 

Specific dates Ca. 1847 Builder/Architect Unknown 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

STATEMENT - OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Oakland Grove Presbyter ian  Church i s  t h e  o l d e s t  known e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  s t r u c t u r e  i n  
Alleghany County and is popularly regarded a s  one o f  the  county 's  chief  h i s t o r i c  land- 
marks. Arch i t ec tu ra l ly ,  t h e  wel l -craf ted  b u t  simple bui ld ing is  a r ep resen ta t ive  example 
of a small,  mid-19th-century country church surviv ing with few a l t e r a t i o n s .  B u i l t  ca. 
1847, t h e  church is  a l s o  a reminder of t h e  r e l i g i o u s  reawakening t h a t  occurred i n  t h e  1840s 
among Scotch-Ir ish Presbyter ian  s e t t l e r s  i n  t h e  mountainous region of t h e  s t a t e .  The 
bui ld ing o r i g i n a l l y  was e rec ted  a s  a mission of the Covington Presbyterian Church and 
served a s  a Confederate h o s p i t a l  during t h e  C i v i l  War. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

Oakland Grove may have been organized a s  e a r l y  a s  1834 b u t ,  according t o  l o c a l  
h i s t o r i a n s ,  i t s  o f f i c i a l  i d e n t i t y  d a t e s  from 1847 when it began s e r v i c e  a s  a mission of 
Covington Presbyter ian  Church. The const ruct ion  o f  t h e  church bui ld ing i n  t h a t  year 
coincided with a r e l i g i o u s  reawakening among Presbyter ians  i n  t h e  region.  According t o  
t h e  leading h i s t o r i a n  of Presbyter ians  i n  t h e  South, s i x  churches i n  the  Montgomery 
Presbytery enjoyed i n  t h i s  per iod  "a few seasons of  r e f resh ing . " l  The rev iva l  was no t  
comparable t o  those o f  e a r l i e r  yea r s ,  b u t  it indica ted  renewed i n t e r e s t  i n  r e l i g i o n  i n  
t h e  area: 

Although t h e  major i ty  of s e t t l e r s  i n  Alleghany County were of  Scotch-Ir ish descent ,  
e s t a b l i s h i n g  permanent Presbyter ian  congregations proved d i f f i c u l t  i n  t h i s  remote, mountainou 
region. A formal organiza t ion  took p lace  i n  1819, t h e  year  i n  which Covington~was incor- 
porated a s  a town. The e a r l i e s t  gravestone a t  Oakland Church a l s o  da tes  from t h a t  year ,  
b u t  it i s  un l ike ly  t h a t  a church bu i ld ing  stood on t h e  s i t e  a t  t h a t  time. The land then was 
owned by t h e  family of William Haynes, who l a t e r  deeded a small p a r t  of t h e i r  proper ty  t o  
the  t r u s t e e s  of the  Oakland Grove Church. The deed, recorded i n  1859, s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e f e r s  
to t h a t  land being t h e  same "on which t h e  s a i d  church now s tands .  . ."2  

Original ly ,  t h e  church e d i f i c e  faced t h e  main road t h a t  r an  from C l i f t o n  Forge t o  
Covington. However, with changes i n  both t h e  r a i l r o a d  and t h e  highways, t h e  bui ld ing now 
faces  t h e  r a i l r o a d  and i s  reached only  by a s tairway below t h e  present  highway, now located  
t o  t h e  r e a r .  P r i o r  t o  the  C i v i l  War, t h e  western l i n e  of  t h e  Virgin ia  Central  Railroad, 
now t h e  Chesapeake and Ohio, terminated near t h e  Oakland Grove Church. Travelers  had t o  
disembark t h e r e  and continue t h e i r  t r i p s  t o  such famous spas a s  White Sulphur and Hot Springs 
by way of  horseback o r  stagecoach. 

Because of  i ts  convenient loca t ion  on a r i v e r ,  a r a i l r o a d ,  and a major east-west turn- 
p ike ,  Oakland Grove Church served a s  a Confederate h o s p i t a l  during t h e  C i v i l  War. A number 
of s o l d i e r s  were buried i n  i ts  cemetery, including twelve members of  a Tennessee Regiment 
who served under Stonewall Jackson. The church's  t i n y  graveyard became so  crowded t h a t  
add i t iona l  b u r i a l  space had t o  be found on t h e  neighboring Haynes p lan ta t ion .  

(See Continuation Sheet #1) 
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Acreage of nominated property 1 a c r e  

Quadrangle name C l i f t o n  Forge, Va- 
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c w w u  DW u u 
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G W I I I / I I W  H W  L L d L d  - 
Verbal boundary descr ipt ion and just i f icat ion Beginning a t  a p o i n t  600' S of U.S. Route 220, 
approximately 1 m i .  SW of C l i f t o n  Forge c i t y  l i m i t s ;  thence extending 175' S t o  N s i d e  
of S t a t e  Route 696; thence extending 150' Won s a i d  s i d e  o f  s a i d  rou te ;  thence extending 

I 
200' NNW; thence extending 200' E t o  p o i n t  of o r i g i n ( ~ e e  Q 7 f o r  boundary j u s t i f i c a t i o n )  

I state N /A code county N / A  code 

I state N/A code county N/A code 

I 1 I. Form Prepared By 

nameititle Viru in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Comiss ion  S t a f f  

organization Virgin ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission date . December 1980 

street& number 221 Governor S t r e e t  telephone (804) 786-3144 

city or town Richmond state Virgin ia  23219 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

- national 2.- state - local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Publ~c Law 89- 
665t, i hereby nominate this DroDerty for inclusion in the National Resister and certify that it has been evaluated 
according tothe criteria and.procedures set forth by the,$eritage conservation and kegeation Service. 
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6. REPRESENTATION I N  EXISTING SURVEYS 

(2) Virg in ia  His to r i c  Landmarks Commission Survey 
1979 s t a t e  
Virg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission 
221 Governor S t r e e t  
Richmond, Virg in ia  23219 

8. SIGNIFICANCE 

In 1871 Oakland Grove Church became an independent congregation i n  t h e  Montgomery 
Presbytery.  From it grew Presbyter ian  churches a t  Low Moor, C l i f t o n  Forge, and Rich Patch 
i n  Alleghany County. Oakland Grove continues t o  hold s p e c i a l  s e rv ices  f o r  i ts  members. 

lErnest  T. Thompson, Presbyter ians  i n  t h e  South. (volume One, 1607-1861) bichmond, 
19631,~. 466. 

*Alleghany County Deed Book 6,  p.  24 (1859). 






