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 OWNER .. j OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Board 'of  Trus tees ,  S t .  ~ o h n ' s  Church, Grub H i l l  c/o' The Rector 
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C h r i s t  Episcopal  Church 
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CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

KUNALTERED EORIGINAL SITE 

A L T E R E D  -MOVED DATE 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

S e t  back from S t a t e  Route 609 on a small  bu t  conspicuous k n o l l  i n  the  farmlands of 
Amelia County, Grub H i l l  Church is a well-preserved example of vernacular  Gothic Revival 
a r c h i t e c t u r e .  The church i s  a r ec tangu la r ,  one-story,  gable-roof s t r u c t u r e  i n  four-  
course American bond. The ent rance  f r o n t ,  l oca ted  on the  west end of t h e  bu i ld ing ,  has 
two doorways, each r e t a i n i n g  its o r i g i n a l  r a i s e d  Gothic paneled doors.  I n  t h e  transom 
a r e a  is  a s i m i l a r  Gothic panel.  Each doorway is encased by a s imple a r c h i t r a v e .  
Between t h e  doorways i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  facade is a double-hung, pointed-arched window 
of diamond-panes, w i t h  wood paneling f i l l i n g  t h e  t r i a n g l e  formed a t  t h e  t o p  of the  arch.  
A b r i c k  s t r i n g  course runs above the  dporway and frames t h e  t o p  t h i r d  of t h e  c e n t r a l  
window. The co rne r s  of t h e  church a r e  de l inea ted  by b r i c k  b u t t r e s s e s  wi th  p innacles  
f e a t u r i n g  i n s e t s  i n  the  form of  a cross .  A wooden cornice  l i n e s  t h e  gable.  

I d e n t i c a l  i n  appearance, t h e  nor th  and sou th  s i d e s  c o n s i s t  of t h r e e  bays wi th  
double-hung, diamond-pane windows framed by a s t r i n g  course matching t h a t  found on the  
west e l eva t ion .  The e a s t  e l e v a t i o n  conta ins  a  s imple r e a r  en t rance  and a sma l l  s to rage  
a rea ,  l i g h t e d  by a window s i m i l a r  t o  those on t h e  s i d e s .  The r e a r  extens ion  is covered 
by a shed roof .  A wooden cornice  l i k e  t h a t  found on the  west e l e v a t i o n  completes the  
r e a r  composition. On e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  church i s  found t h e  cemetery, surrounded by a 
c a s t - i r o n  fence e r e c t e d  i n  t h e  1870s. 

The i n t e r i o r  of t h e  church remains i n  an  e x c e l l e n t  s t a t e  of p rese rva t ion  and 
conta ins  o r i g i n a l  fu rn i sh ings  t h a t  d a t e  from the  time of t h e  consec ra t ion  i n  1852. The 
s c r o l l e d  end pews a r e  o r i g i n a l ,  a s  is the  g a l l e r y  i n  t h e  r e a r .  The reredos  and t r i p t y c h  
were carved f o r  t h e  church i n  1870, and t h e  baptismal f o n t  is dated  1858. The sanctuary  
r e t a i n s  i ts  o r i g i n a l  ca rpe t ing .  E l e c t r i c a l  l i g h t i n g  f i x t u r e s  were i n s t a l l e d  r e c e n t l y  
and a r e  t h e  only  modern convenience. 
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PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 
ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC -COMMUNITY PLANNING X -LANDSCAPEARCHITECTURE -RELIGION 
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A G R I C U L T U R E  -ECONOMICS -LITERATURE -SCULPTURE x 
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A R T  -ENGINEERING - M U S I C  -THEATER 

-COMMERCE -EXPLORATIONlSETTLEMENT -PHILOSOPHY -TRANSPORTATION 
-COMMUNICATIONS J N D U S T R V  -POLITICYGOVERNMENT -OTHER ISPEClFYl 

_ INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES 
1852 BUILOER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Grub H i l l  Church i s  a s i g n i f i c a n t  example of a small  r u r a l  p a r i s h  church t h a t  has 
survived i n  a  r e l a t i v e l y  u n a l t e r e d  s t a t e  of preservat ion .  Located i n  t h e  farmlands of 
Amelia County, t he  church is a vernacular  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  Gothic Revival ,  a s  i t  
had become popularized i n  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  a r c h i t e c t u r e  by t h e  middle of t h e  19 th  century.  

The bu i ld ing  was consecra ted  on June 4, 1852, by t h e  Episcopal Bishop William Meade 
a s  S t .  John's  Church,Grubhill .  "Grub H i l l "  is an  ant iquated  p lace  name der ived  from 
the  "Grub H i l l "  s l a v e  q u a r t e r s  of t h e  Tabb family, who gave t h e  land f o r  t h e  bu i ld ing  
of an  Episcopal church. A wooden church was e rec ted  on the  s i t e  i n  1762, t o r n  down, 
and replaced by t h e  present  e d i f i c e  i n  1852. The church, al though f r o n t e d  on t h e  west ,  
is approached from t h e  e a s t ,  t h e  road i n  f r o n t  of t h e  church having f a l l e n  i n t o  d isuse .  

Both t h e  i n t e r i o r  and e x t e r i o r  of t h e  church remain una l t e red ,  t h e  i n t e r i o r  provid- 
ing a complete p i c t u r e  of t h e  r u r a l  church i n  t h e  19th  century.  Of note  is t h e  sanctuary  
a r e a  which con ta ins  t t s  o r i g i n a l  fu rn i sh ings ,  including a t r i p t y c h ,  t h e  work o f  t h e  
ca rve r  "H. Jacob" completed i n  1870. Jacob a l s o  carved t h e  church f u r n i t u r e ,  having 
s igned t h e  sanc tua ry  c h a i r s .  A s e r v a n t s '  g a l l e r y  remains i n  p lace  i n  t h e  r e a r  of t h e  
church. Although t h e  church i s  used s p a r i n g l y  and only  f o r  summer s e r v i c e s ,  t h e  
cemetery continues t o  s e r v e  t h e  Amelia Grub H i l l  community. 

RCC & MTP 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

The 
the 

boundaries  of S t .  John's  Church, Grub H i l l  a r e  drawn t o  co inc ide  wi th  
fence surrounding the  church and ce,, letery. 
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