
13-1- i -  , -  .f 
NPS Form 10400 
(3'32) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Sewice 

National Register of Historic Pllaces ' 
Daveaitsry-bSominatioa Foam 

OM6 NO. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

For NPS use only 

received 

date entered 

See instructions in How to Complete National Register Forms 
Type all entries-complete applicable sections 

4 .  Name 

historic ~ d ~ L ~ e £ e r r e d l - -  (BLC File # 07-18) 

and or common \T/A 

street & number Route 720 h& not for publication 

city, town Swoope 2 vicinity of 

code 51 county - Augusta state V i r g i n i a  ' code 015 

3. Cllassiff icatioae 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 
- district - public X occupied - agriculture - museum 
X building(s) X private unoccupied - commercial - park 
- structure - both - work in progress - educational X private residence 

site Public Acquisition Accessible - entertainment - religious 
object - in process 2 yes: restricted government - scientific 

being considered yes: unrestricted - industrial - transportation 

N / A  no - military - other: 
- - 

4. ~ w n e a  off ! ? m ~ e a R #  

name V i c t o r  and Linda Meiner t  

street & number Route 1, Box 9 1  

city, town Swoope 2 vicinity of state V i r g i n i a  24479 

5. Location of be~lal Descriotisa 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Augusta County Courthouse. 

street & number N/ A -- 

city, town S t aun ton  state V i r g i n i a  24401 
-- 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys(~~,  c o n t i n , a t i o n  Shee t  r l )  
U.S. Works Progress  Admin ts t ra t ion  

title has this property been determined eligible? yes X no -2iStor icaL&uiId;kn~sSunx?y------ - 

*ate 1938 . - .. - . -. - . - - - - - . . . 
2- federal - state - county - local ---.-A 

de~ository for survey records ~ b g i ~ i a - _ S ~ 2 t e _ L ? ~ r a ~  _ _ _ - 

city, town Richmond - . . - state V i r g i n i a  23219 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
2 excellent deteriorated unaltered original site 
- good -ruins X .  altered moved date N/A ~- ~- - ~ ~ - ~ ~ p  -- 

- fair - unexposed 
~- .. . -- ~~ ~ - 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 

I n t e r v a l e  i s  a n  e x c e l l e n t  example o f  t h e  l a r g e r  b r i c k  farmhouses i n c r e a s i n g l y  b u i l t  
by p r o s p e r i n g  farmers  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  V a l l e y  o f  V i r g i n i a  i n  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  t h e  1 9 t h  
c e n t u r y .  With t h e  p o p u l a r i t y  of  t h e  new "I-house" model, b u i l d e r s  o f t e n  adopted t h e  
e x t e r i o r  form b u t  r e t a i n e d  more t r a d i t i o n a l  d e c o r a t i o n  i n s i d e .  I n t e r v a l e ' s  we l l -p rese rved  
i n t e r i o r  c l e a r l y  s u g g e s t s  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  of  German f o l k  a r t .  I n  t h e  1880s ,  I n t e r v a l e  
exper ienced  a  major  f a c e l i f t i n g  i n  t h e  C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  s t y l e .  These e x t e n s i v e  e x t e r i o r  
changes make I n t e r v a l e  a n  e a r l y  and r a r e  Augusta County example o f  t h i s  newly-popular ized 
s t y l e .  I t s  two s u r v i v i n g  f a r m b u i l d i n g s  -- a  l o g  b a r n  and a  two-level  s p r i n g h o u s e  -- 
fo l low v e r y  common o u t b u i l d i n g  forms f o r  t h e  mid-19th c e n t u r y  i n  t h e  County. 

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS 

S i t u a t e d  a l o n g  a  t r i b u t a r y  of  Y i d d l e  R i v e r ,  I n t e r v a l e  i s  l o c a t e d  approx imate ly  two 
m i l e s  e a s t  of  B u f f a l o  Gap on t h e  w e s t e r n  edge o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  V a l l e y  o f  V i r g i n i a .  The 
house i s  a  f ive -bay ,  two-s tory  b r i c k  d w e l l i n g ,  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond on t h e  f a c a d e  and 
t h r e e -  t o  four -course  American bond on t h e  s i d e  and r e a r  w a l l s .  The t r ansom- l igh ted  
f r o n t  e n t r a n c e  and wooden window l i n t e l s  w i t h  b u l l s - e y e  ca rved  c o r n e r  b l o c k s  r e v e a l  
t h e  g r a c e f u l  and r e s e r v e d  l o c a l  F e d e r a l  s t y l e s .  

L ike  many e a r l y  b r i c k  houses  of  t h i s  p e r i o d  i n  t h e  V a l l e y ,  t h e  symmetr ica l  s h e l l  
e n c l o s e s  a  c e n t r a l - p a s s a g e  o r  "I-house" p l a n ,  h e r e  w i t h  an  i n t e g r a l  one-s to ry  b r i c k  e l l .  
Behind t h i s  r a t h e r  c o n v e n t i o n a l  f acade  i s  a  r i c h l y  d e c o r a t e d  i n t e r i o r ,  r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  
h e r i t a g e  o f  t h e  Germans who s e t t l e d  i n  t h i s  community i n  Augusta County a t  t h e  turn-of-  
the -19 th -cen tu ry .  The i n t e r i o r  woodwork, p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  m a n t e l s  and s t a i r ,  p r o v i d e s  
a n  e x c e l l e n t  example o f  t h e  c r e a t i v e  d e s i g n s  found i n  t h e  County d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  
s e v e r a l  decades  o f  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  Unl ike  t h e  more heav i ly -ca rved  and t u r n e d  m a n t e l s  
w i t h  u r n s ,  s u n b u r s t s ,  and p i l a s t e r s  found i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p a r t  o f  Augusta County and 
f u r t h e r  n o r t h  i n  t h e  lower V a l l e y ,  t h e  mante l s  a t  I n t e r v a l e  d i s p l a y  more unusua l  deco- 
r a t i v e  m o t i f s  ca rved  i n  l i g h t e r  r e l i e f .  Three  m a n t e l s  i n  t h e  main b l o c k  -- on t h e  
f i r s t  f l o o r ,  n o r t h w e s t  room and i n  b o t h  second f l o o r  rooms -- d a t e  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  house .  The j o i n e r  used a  s i m p l e  a r c h i t r a v e  mante l  d e s i g n  a s  a  
backdrop f o r  h i s  c r e a t i v e  work. I n  a l l  t h r e e  examples ,  v i n e s  of  f o l i a g e  p a t t e r n s  
d i v i d e  t h e  " f r i e z e "  i n t o  t h r e e  p a r t s ,  w i t h  an  e a g l e  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  and "pinecone"- l ike  
m o t i f s  t o  each s i d e .  The mante l s  a r e  a l l  f i n i s h e d  w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  d e c o r a t i v e  reeded  
bands s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  f i r e p l a c e  open ings ,  ovo lo  a r c h i t r a v e  molding around t h e  e n t i r e  
compos i t ion ,  and a  narrow s h e l f .  The s t a i r  a l s o  r e f l e c t s  a  c l e a r  German i n f l u e n c e ,  w i t h  
t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  h e a r t  d e s i g n  p i e r c i n g  each s t a i r  b r a c k e t .  B e s i d e s  t h e  t u r n e d  newel 
and b a l u s t e r s ,  t h e  s t a i r  s u g g e s t s  c a r e f u l  and unusua l  c r a f t s m a n s h i p  w i t h  t h e  ca rved  
pendant d rops  and s c a l l o p e d  wooden t r i m  a l o n g  t h e  s t a i r  l a n d i n g .  

The i n t e r i o r  f i n i s h  i s  t y p i c a l  f o r  e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  houses  i n  t h i s  a r e a  -- 
r a i s e d ,  s ix -pane led  d o o r s ;  c h a i r r a i l i n g ;  ovolo-molded door  and window t r i m ,  and beaded 
board c e i l i n g s  on t h e  second f l o o r .  The s h e a t h e d  f r o n t  door ,  w i t h  d i a g o n a l  beaded 
board  p a n e l l i n g  i n s i d e ,  i s  a n o t h e r  Pennsy lvan ia  f e a t u r e  b rough t  i n t o  t h e  V a l l e y  o f  
V i r g i n i a  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  The on ly  a l t e r a t i o n  t o  t h e  i n t e r i o r  o f  t h e  main 

(See  C o n t i n u a t i o n  S h e e t  ill) 



- 
8. Significance 

Period 
prehlstorlc 
1400-1499 
1500-1 599 

.. 1600-1699 
1700-1799 

X 1800-1899 
1900- 

Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric comrnunitv planning 
archeology-historic conservation 
agriculture economics 

X architecture education 
X art engineering 

commerce X exploration,settlemenl 
communications industry 

invention 

landscape architecture religion 
law science 
literature sculpture 
military social! 
music humanitarian 
philosophy t h e a t e r  
politics government - transportation 

- other (specify) 
~ ~ ~ ~ -- 

Specific da tes  1819,  1885 
p ~ ~ -  . ~ ~ ~ ~ Builder ~ Architect ~ ~~ a t t r i b u t e d  t o  C h r i s t i a n  ~~- - ~ Bear . .... -~~ 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

One o f  t h e  o l d e s t  b r i c k  farmhouses i n  t h e  C h u r c h v i l l e  a r e a ,  I n t e r v a l e  i l l u s t r a t e s  
t h e  b lend  o f  e t h n i c  t r a d i t i o n s  t h a t  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  Augusta County 's  domest ic  a r c h i t e c t u r e  
i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  Although t h e  e x t e r i o r  d i s p l a y s  t h e  I -house  facade  and p l a n  
g e n e r a l l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  E n g l i s h  and S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e r s  around 1800,  t h e  i n t e r i o r  
b o a s t s  a  v i b r a n t ,  d e c o r a t i v e  s t y l e  of  woodwork i n s p i r e d  by t h e  e a r l y  German s e t t l e r s  who 
moved h e r e  i n  l a r g e  numbers a t  t h e  t u r n  of  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  While many o f  t h e  l o c a l ,  
German-inspired mante l s  d i s p l a y  heavy c a r v i n g s  o r  b r i g h t  polychromy, I n t e r v a l e  r e v e a l s  
more p e r s o n a l  woodworking s t y l e  w i t h  l i g h t e r  c a r v i n g s  and d i f f e r e n t  d e c o r a t i v e  m o t i f s .  
The e a g l e  d e s i g n s  on t h e  t h r e e  o r i g i n a l  man te l s  a i d  i n  a t t r i b u t i n g  t h e  woodwork t o  
C h r i s t i a n  Bear ,  a  German j o i n e r  and cab ine tmaker  who s e t t l e d  i n  t h e  C h u r c h v i l l e  community 

r around 1809. H i s  i m a g i n a t i v e  j o i n e r y  i n t e g r a t e s  popu la r  F e d e r a l  p a t t e r n  book d e s i g n s  
w i t h  o t h e r  images r e f l e c t i v e  o f  German f o l k  a r t .  Even t h e  s t a i r w e l l  is e m b e l l i s h e d  by 
t r a d i t i o n a l  German h e a r t s  p i e r c i n g  each s t a i r  b r a c k e t .  With i t s  two f i n e  examples o f  
l o c a l  farm b u i l d i n g  forms--a l o g  bank b a r n  and two-level  s p r i n g h o u s e ,  I n t e r v a l e  s u r v i v e s  
a s  a n  e x c e l l e n t  example of  a n  e a r l y  19 th -cen tu ry  V a l l e y  fa rms tead .  

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

The Bear f ami ly  i n  C h u r c h v i l l e  h a s  been recogn ized  a s  some o f  Augusta County ' s  
f i n e s t  j o i n e r s  and cab ine tmakers  th rough  t h e  20 th  c e n t u r y .  Of German d e s c e n t ,  C h r i s t i a n  
Bear ,  S r .  was b o r n  i n  York County, P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  b u t  moved t o  Rockingham County,  V i r g i n i a ,  
when h e  was q u i t e  young. A s  e a r l y  a s  1813,  h e  was b u i l d i n g  f u r n i t u r e  and making c o f f i n s  
i n  Rockingham County.  I n  1815,  C h r i s t i a n  Bear and h i s  w i f e  E l i z a b e t h  H o t t l e  Bear  moved 
t o  t h e  C h u r c h v i l l e  community i n  Augusta County, s e t t l i n g  on a  l a r g e  t r a c t  o f  l a n d  
E l i z a b e t h  had i n h e r i t e d  from h e r  f a t h e r .  W i t h i n  a  few y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e i r  s e t t l e m e n t ,  t h e  
Bear f ami ly  was o p e r a t i n g  a  woolen m i l l ,  g r i s t  m i l l ,  and woodworking m i l l  a l o n g  Whiskey 
Creek a t  t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  present-day Bear woodworking m i l l .  C h r i s t i a n  Bear was engaged 
i n  a l l  types  o f  woodworking from house  f i n i s h i n g  t o  f u r n i t u r e  t o  c a s k e t s .  Although 
C h r i s t i a n  Bear ,  S r . ' s  house  h a s  been r a z e d ,  one mante l  s u r v i v e s .  The e a g l e  and "pinecone" 
d e s i g n s  on t h e  s u r v i v i n g  mante l  a r e  a lmos t  i d e n t i c a l  t o  t h o s e  on t h e  t h r e e  o r i g i n a l  man- 
t e l s  a t  I n t e r v a l e .  H i s  c r e a t i v e  work i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  d i v e r s i t y  o f  German i n f l u e n c e  i n  
t h e  c e n t r a l  Shenandoah V a l l e y  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  

Succeeding g e n e r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  Bear f ami ly  c o n t i n u e d  t o  r u n  t h e  m i l l s  and t o  be  in-  
volved i n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  and cab ine tmaking  i n  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  i n c l u d i n g  C h r i s t i a n ' s  son 
C h r i s t i a n  Jr. Ephraim was p a r t i c u l a r l y  known f o r  h i s  cab ine tmaking ,  a l t h o u g h  h i s  b u s i -  
ness  correspondence l i s t s  him a s  a n  u n d e r t a k e r  a s  w e l l ,  c r a f t i n g  "Handsome M e t a l i c ,  
Rosewood and Walnut C o f f i n s . "  Ephraim Bear con t inued  t o  supp ly  c o n s t r u c t i o n  m a t e r i a l s ,  

( s e e  C o n t i n u a t i o n  Shee t  # 2 )  



9. Major Bibliographical References 
Augusta County. Land Deeds. Augusta County Cour thouse ,  S t a u n t o n ,  V i r g i n i a .  
Augusta County. Tax Records .  Augusta County Cour thouse ,  S t a u n t o n ,  V i r g i n i a  
Clem, Gladys ,  " I n t e r v a l e , "  Augusta H i s t o r i c a l  B u l l e t i n  1 3  ( F a l l  1977) ,  pp.  43-7. 

(See  C o n t i n u a t i o n  Shee t  /I 2 )  

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 3 a c r e s  

Quadrangle name & u r c h d k -  

UTM References 

A 
16 15 18 1815 18 0 I 1 41 21 21 91 01 8i 01 

Zone Easting Northing 

Quadrangle scale LS%Clo(L 

Zone Easting 

' 
ILW Northing 

Verbal boundary description and justification (See  C o n t i n u a t i o n  Shee t  #3) 
Beginning a t  a p o i n t  on E s i d e  o f  VA 720 approx imate ly  850'  S-SE o f  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  s a i d  
r o u t e  w i t h  VA 832; t h e n c e  e x t e n d i n g  approx .  700'  NE; thence  e x t e n d i n g  ap?rox.  200 '  S t o  
s t r e a m ;  thence  e x t e n d i n e  approx .  550 '  SW followins! s t r e a m  t o  a p o i n t  02 L h . e E s i d e _ o f _ -  

List all s t a t e s  and count ies  for properties overlapping s t a t e  or county boundaries 

state N / A  code county N J ~  code -.- -- 
\, 

nameititle V i r g i n i a  11 iatarirk~ndmark~Cammiss_irn-St~fi--- ~ ~p . . .- 

organization Virgllnia H i s t o r i c  Landmarks CornrnLs_si~n~ date November 1984 

street & number 221 Governor  S t r e e t  telephone e04-786-3143 

city or town p,ichmond state Vi rp , in i?  

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

-national 3. state - local -- . 

AS the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic.Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665). 1 hereby nominate thls property for inclusion in the Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Park Service. I 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature -- -- 

H. Bryan M i t c h e l l ,  Execu t ive  D i r e c t o r  
title VIRGINIA HISTORIC LANDMARKS COMMISSION date December 11, 1984 - 

For NPS use only 
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 

date 

Keeper of the National Register 

Attest: date 
Chief of Registration 

GPO e04.710 
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6 .  REPRESENTATION I N  EXISTING SURVEYS 

( 2 )  V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission Augusta County Survey 
1980.  state 

V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission ( 3 '  HABS1 

Richmond, V i r g i n i a  23219 1 9 5 7 ,  F e d e r a l  
L i b r a r y  of  Congress 

7 .  DESCRIPTION Washington,  DC 

b l o c k ,  b e s i d e s  s e v e r a l  20 th -cen tu ry  c l o s e t s ,  i s  a  mid- t o  l a t e - 1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  V i c t o r i a n  
mante l  i n  t h e  f i r s t - f l o o r  s o u t h  room. With h a r p  d e s i g n s  on t h e  end b l o c k s  and a  
heav i ly -ca rved  f o l i a g e  p a t t e r n  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of  t h e  f r i e z e ,  t h i s  i s  a g a i n  a  more 
d e c o r a t i v e  and unusual  d e s i g n  f o r  i t s  t ime.  Local  s t u d i e s  a t t r i b u t e  t h i s  mante l  t o  
Ephraim Bear ,  a  grandson o f  C h r i s t i a n  Bear ,  and an a c t i v e  cabinetmaker  and f u n e r a l  
d i r e c t o r  i n  t h e  C h u r c h v i l l e  a r e a  i n  t h e  mid-19th c e n t u r y .  

The long  dimensions  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  one-s to ry  b r i c k  e l l  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h i s  s p a c e  
may have been d i v i d e d  i n t o  two rooms a t  one t i m e ,  a l though  i t  i s  now opened i n t o  one 
l a r g e  room. The o r i g i n a l  board c e i l i n g  and F e d e r a l  t r i m  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  20 th  c e n t u r y  
c h a i r r a i l i n g  and p l a t e  r a i l s  d e c o r a t e  t h i s  room. 

I n  1885, I n t e r v a l e  was remodeled and e n l a r g e d ,  drawing upon t h e  f a s h i o n a b l e  
C o l o n i a l  Rev iva l  s t y l e s  emerging i n  t h e  l a t e  1870s and 1880s .  The gambrel r o o f ,  
dormers ,  and f r o n t  p o r t i c o  added a t  t h i s  t ime a l l  s u g g e s t  t h e  C o l o n i a l  f e a t u r e s  e n t e r -  
i n g  i n t o  t h e  b u i l d e r s '  vocabu la ry  w i t h  t h e  Queen Anne movement. Y e t ,  t h i s  C o l o n i a l  
~ e v i v a l  d e t a i l i n g  a t  I n t e r v a l e  d i s p l a y s  c l e a r  ev idence  o f  i t s  l a t e - 1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  date--  
t h e  new roof  and p o r t i c o  b a l u s t r a d e  i s  j igsawn i n  t h e  c a r p e n t e r ' s  Gothic  s t y l e  r a t h e r  
t h a n  t u r n e d ,  a s  would have been found i n  t h e  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d .  A t  t h e  t ime o f  t h i s  
major f a c e l i f t ,  t h e  e n t i r e  d w e l l i n g  was a l s o  e n l a r g e d .  By r a i s i n g  t h e  b r i c k  e l l  t o  
two f u l l  s t o r i e s ,  add ing  a  k i t c h e n  o f f  t h e  end o f  t h e  b r i c k  e l l  and e x t e n d i n g  t h e  
porch a l o n g  t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  o f  t h e  e l l ,  t h e  b u i l d e r s  c r e a t e d  t h e  f a m i l i a r  l o c a l  farm- 
house  p l a n  p o p u l a r  a t  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y .  

S e v e r a l  minor a d d i t i o n s  and a l t e r a t i o n s  have been made i n  t h e  20th  c e n t u r y .  The 
e l l  rooms have been modernized t o  p r o v i d e  a  d i n i n g  room and k i t c h e n  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  
and bedrooms on t h e  second s t o r y .  A s m a l l  s e r v i c e  wing and ga rage  were  added o f f  t h e  
k i t c h e n  e l l  and a  b r i c k  bathroom o f f  t h e  e l l  porch i n  t h e  1930s .  The dormer-roofed 
g a r r e t  o f  t h e  main b l o c k  h a s  a l s o  been remodeled i n t o  two bedrooms r e c e n t l y .  

Two 19 th -cen tu ry  farm b u i l d i n g s  h i g h l i g h t  t h i s  f a r m s t e a d .  A V-notched double-pen 
l o g  b a r n  remains e a s t  of  t h e  main house .  The lower s t a b l e  h a s  been a l t e r e d  v e r y  l i t t l e ,  
r e t a i n i n g  t h e  o r i g i n a l  l o g  and board  p a r t i t i o n s ,  s t a b l e  d o o r s ,  v e n t s ,  and ha rdware .  
The main f l o o r  o f  t h e  b a r n  h a s  been enc losed  w i t h  a  frame s h e l l ,  t y p i c a l  o f  l a t e  19th-  
c e n t u r y  b a r n s  i n  t h e  a r e a .  B u i l t  i n t o  a  bank s o u t h  of  t h e  h o u s e ,  t h e  sp r inghouse  con- 
t a i n s  two l e v e l s  i n  t r a d i t i o n a l  l o c a l  f a s h i o n ,  w i t h  a  r a i s e d  s t o n e  basement and upper 
frame room. The lower l e v e l  r e t a i n s  a  cement t rough f o r  c o o l i n g  d a i r y  p r o d u c t s .  The 
 aired double  doors  and nort11 windows t o  t h e  lower l e v e l  a r e  framed by F e d e r a l - s t y l e  
e l l i p t i c a l  a r c h e s .  The frame upper f l o o r  h a s  been remodeled i n t o  a  g u e s t  house .  
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8 .  SIGNIFICANCE 

i n c l u d i n g  d r e s s e d  f l o o r i n g  and w e a t h e r b o a r d i n g .  According t o  Bear f ami ly  t r a d i t i o n ,  
Ephraim Bear des igned  t h e  19 th -cen tu ry  mante l  c u r r e n t l y  i n  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  of  t h e  main 
house .  Ephraim was a  son-in-law o f  George A .  Shuey and a  b ro the r - in - l aw of  Theodore 
Shuey,  b o t h  owners o f  t h e  house i n  t h e  second h a l f  o f  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  There  i s  no 
documented ev idence  t h a t  Ephraim Bear was invo lved  w i t h  t h e  major  a d d i t i o n s  and renova- 
t i o n s  t o  t h e  house  i n  1885.  

I n t e r v a l e  was b u i l t  f o r  Jona than  S h i r l e y ,  who a c q u i r e d  a  170-acre t r a c t  h e r e  a l o n g  
B u f f a l o  Gap i n  1804.  The t a x  r e c o r d s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  h i s  house  was b u i l t  between 1818 and 
1830, w i t h  a  t o t a l  v a l u e  of  $2205 l i s t e d  f o r  b u i l d i n g s  i n  1820.  I n  1841,  S h i r l e y  s o l d  
t h e  p r o p e r t y  t o  t h e  Shuey f a m i l y ,  who remained h e r e  f o r  o v e r  one hundred y e a r s .  C h r i s t i a n  
Shuey i n i t i a l l y  bought t h e  farm b u t  s o l d  i t  t e n  y e a r s  l a t e r  t o  h i s  son George Adam Shuey.  
George A .  Shuey was a  m i n i s t e r  and a c t i v e  l e a d e r  i n  t h e  Uni ted  B r e t h r e n  Church,  which 
exper ienced  s u b s t a n t i a l  growth i n  t h e  C h u r c h v i l l e  commuqity i n  t h e  mid 1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  A t  
h i s  e a r l y  d e a t h  i n  1877,  t h e  Shuey h e i r s  s o l d  t h e  p r o p e r t y  t o  h i s  son Theodore F .  Shuey,  
a l s o  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  Uni ted  B r e t h r e n  Church.  The a d d i t i o n s  and r e n o v a t i o n s  t h a t  Theodore 
Shuey made i n  t h e  1880s c l e a r l y  r e f l e c t  h i s  w e a l t h  and prominence.  I n  1884,  Shuey pur- 
chased t h r e e  a d d i t i o n a l  t r a c t s  a d j o i n i n g  h i s  farm and i n c r e a s e d  t h e  t o t a l  a c r e a g e  t o  232 
a c r e s .  The f o l l o w i n g  y e a r ,  t h e  v a l u e  o f  b u i l d i n g s  r o s e  from $800 t o  $2000 d o l l a r s ,  r e -  
f l e c t i n g  t h e  C o l o n i a l  Rev iva l  r e n o v a t i o n s  and e l l  a d d i t i o n s .  

I n t e r v a l e  passed  o u t  of  t h e  Shuey fami ly  i n  1942 when Theodore ' s  widow s o l d  t h e  
p r o p e r t y  t o  Bernard  G .  Bruening.  Subsequent  owners i n c l u d e  G i f f o r d  and M a r j o r i e  Mabie 
i n  1965 and V i c t o r  and Linda Meiner t  i n  1984. 
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

VA 720 t o  p o i n t  o f  o r i g i n .  The bounds have  been  drawn t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  house  and t h e  two 
r e l a t e d  farm b u i l d i n g s ,  a  b a r n  and s p r i n g h o u s e .  






