
PUBLIC SCHOOLS IN AUGUSTA COUNTY, V I R G I N I A ,  1870-1940 
VIRGINIA HISTORIC LANDMARKS COMMISSION 

Thematic Nat ional  Reg i s t e r  Nomination Inventory  Form 

Historic Name: Es ta l ine  Schoolhouse Common Name: Es ta l ine  Schoolhouse 
S t r e e t  Adress/Rt.  NO. :  K t .  601 VHLC F i l e  Number: 07-524 
V i c i n i t y o f :  E s t a l i n e V a l l e y  Owner: Frankl in  L .  Shuey, 114 
USGS Quad: . Augusta Springs 7 . 5  Mulberry S t . ,  Apt. 8 ,  Staunton,  VA 

Da te ( s )  : 1909 Arch i t ec t IBu i lde r :  Unknown 
O r i g i n a l  Use: Schoolhouse S t y l e :  Vernacular 
P resen t  Use: Vacant 
Condition: Good 
Al t e red  -; u n a l t e r e d  

The most r e c e n t  of t he  one-room schoolhouses included i n  t h i s  nomination, t he  E s t a l i n e  Schoolhouse 
i l l u s t r a t e s  the  development of the  one-room form by the  twent ie th  century.  The school  r e t a i n s  
the  f a m i l i a r  r ec t angu la r  gable e n t r y  form,, measuring 31 f t  by 2 1  f t ,  of frame cons t ruc t ion  and 
underpinned on concrete  p i e r s .  The five-panel door with transom l i g h t  i s  d i sp laced  t o  one end 
of  the facade with a wi'ndow t o  the  o t h e r  s i d e .  The 616 sash windows a r e  much l a r g e r  than those  
found i n  the  l a t e  n ine teen th  century ,  r e f l e c t i n g  a concern f o r  b e t t e r  l i g h t i n g  and v e n t i l a t i o n .  
Carved eave brackets  provide more decorat ion than was usua l ly  found on e a r l i e r  schools .  

The i n t e r i o r  i n t e g r a t e s  a new planning feature--a narrow cloak room of f  the  f r o n t  dobr.  The 
p a r t i t i o n  runs a longside  the b r i ck  s tove f l u e .  Hor izonta l  board sheathing f i n i s h e s  a l l  t he  
room, although some more modern panel l ing has been added i n  the  classroom. Molded t r i m  with 
carved corner  blocks surrounds the doors and windows. A s tuden t  i n  the  1930s r e c a l l s  t h a t  a 
low pla t form f o r  the t eache r ' s  desk had been loca ted  i n  the  end opposi te  the e n t r y .  

A c i s t e r n  with pump remains off the  sou theas t  corner .  

Statement of Signif icance:  

The E s t a l i n e  Schoolhouse with i t s  blend of t r a d i t i o n a l  and more modern f e a t u r e s  r e f l e c t s  t h e  
l a t e r  development of t he  one-room school  i n  the  twent ie th  century ,  s i n c e  t h i s  was a l s o  one of  
the  l a s t  of the  county 's  ope ra t ing  one-room schools .  The schoolhouse has  n o t  been a l t e r e d  on 
the  ou t s ide  and very  l i t t l e  on the  i n t e r i o r .  

Grace and Charles Curry so ld  the  schoolhouse and l o t  t o  the  School Board on Apr i l  18, 1912, 
although the deed notes  t h a t  t he  proper ty  "has been occupied and used by s a i d  p a r t y  of t he  
second p a r t  a s  school proper ty  s ince  the  F a l l  of 1909." The des ign and da te  of t h i s  school- 
house a re  i d e n t i c a l  t o  Wal lace ' s  M i l l  Schoolhouse, a l s o  located i n  the E s t a l i n e  Valley.  

The E s t a l i n e  Schoolhouse was one of the  l a s t  one-room schoolhouses t o  c lose  i n  the  County due 
t o  the immense loca l  popu la r i ty  of i t s  teacher .  The school c losed soon a f t e r  World War I1 and 
s tuden t s  were bused t o  C r a i g s v i l l e .  The County rented the school  f o r  many years  before  s e l l i n g  
the proper ty  i n  1974. 

Geographic D a t a l ~ c r e a g e :  one a c r e  

Verbal Boundary Descripti0n:Beginning a t  a po in t  on S s i d e  of  VA 601 a t  t he  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of  
s a i d  r o u t e  and VA 682; thence extending approx. 200' WSW along S s i d e  of VA 601; (cont inued)  

Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n :  The bounds have been drawn t o  include the  schoolhouse and the  
i m e d i a t e  school yard.  
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Estaline Schoolhouse 
07-524 

Verbal Boundary Description continued 

thence approx. 200'  SSE; thence approx. 200'  ENE to a paint on W side of V A  6 8 2 ;  thence approx 
200'  N W  following W side of VA 6 8 2  to paint of origin. 






