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flt#E +7/f.5 Thematic N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  Nomination I n v e n t o r y  Form 

' H i s t o r i c  Name: Clebe Schoolhouse Common Name: Glebe Schoolhouse  
S t r e e t  Adress /Rt .  KO.: R t .  876 VHLCFi leNumber :  07-706 
V i c i n i t y  o f :  Summerdean Owner: J .  Guy S p i t l e r  
USGS Quad: G r e e n v i l l e  7 . 5  R t .  1, Box 244, Swoope, VA 24479 

D a t e ( s ) :  Ca. 1830 A r c h i t e c t / B u i l d e r :  Unknown 
O r i g i n a l  Use: Schoolhouse S t y l e :  V e r n a c u l a r  
P r e s e n t  Use: Vacant 
C o n d i t i o n :  F a i r  
A l t e r e d  A; u n a l t e r e d  - 
P h y s i c a l  D e s c r i p t i o n :  

The Glebe Schoolhouse i s  t h e  o n l y  s u r v i v i n g  b r i c k  schoolhouse  i n  Augusta County. N e s t l e d  i n t o  
t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  a  r i d g e  between Middle R i v e r  and Back Creek ,  t h e  s c h o o l  r e t a i n s  i t s  s e c l u d e d  
r u r a l  s e t t i n g  i n  w e s t e r n  Augusta County. The Glebe Schoolhouse d i s p l a y s  t h e  s i m p l e ,  gable-end 
form t y p i c a l  f o r  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  s c h o o l h o u s e s .  A s i n g l e  door  p r o v i d e s  e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  e a s t  g a b l e  
e n d ,  w h i l e  t h r e e  windows w i t h  916 s a s h  l i n e  each  s i d e  w a l l .  The c h o i c e  o f  b r i c k  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
r e f l e c t s  b o t h  i t s  p r e - C i v i l  War d a t e  and t h e  s t r o n g  masonry t r a d i t i o n  which deve loped  i n  t h e  
1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  i n  t h e  Summerdean a r e a  and i n f l u e n c e d  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  s t o r e s ,  c h u r c h e s ,  and 
d w e l l i n g s .  The w a l l s  a r e  l a i d  i n  a n  i r r e g u l a r  p a t t e r n  o f  four-  t o  f i v e - c o u r s e  American bond 
w i t h  Flemish v a r i a n t .  With i t s  mid-19th c e n t u r y  d a t e  and b r i c k  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  t h e  sel;ool 
i n c l u d e s  a  gable-end chimney f o r  h e a t i n g ,  whereas c e n t r a l  s t o v e  f l u e s  g e n e r a l l y  s e r v e d  t h e  
l a t e r  frame s c h o o l s  b u i l t  i n  t h e  l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  

A f t e r  t h e  schoolhouse  c l o s e d ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  was remodeled i n t o  a  d w e l l i n g  and t h e  p r e s e n t  
frame e l l  was added.  

S t a t e m e n t  o f  S i g n i f i c a n c e :  

One of  t h e  most i m p o r t a n t  o f  t h e  e x t a n t  one-room s c h o o l s ,  t h e  Glebe Schoolhouse was i n c l u d e d  i n  
t h i s  t h e m a t i c  nomina t ion  a s  t h e  o n l y  e x t a n t  one-room s c h o o l  o f  b r i c k  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  t h e  o l d e s t  
documented schoolhouse ,  and one of t h e  few s u r v i v i n g  p r i v a t e  s c h o o l h o u s e s .  

The f i r s t  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h i s  schoolhouse  a p p e a r s  i n  a  December 27,  1830 deed between F r e d e r i c k  
Mizer and George and Jacob  Shuey and Thomas Thompson. T h i s  deed conveys a  p a r c e l  of  one a c r e ,  
twenty p o l e s  t o  t h e  t h r e e  named t r u s t e e s  and t h e i r  h e i r s ,  "be ing  t h e  same l o t  o f  l a n d  on  which 
a  b r i c k  b u i l d i n g  h a s  b e e n  l a t e l y  pu t  up by t h e  d i r e c t i o n  and under  t h e  c a r e  o f  s a i d  t r u s t e e s . "  
The deed s p e c i f i e s  t h a t  t h e  b u i l d i n g  is "a  house  t o  b e  used a s  a  s c h o o l  house  f o r  t h e  ne ighbor-  
hood around i t  and a l s o  f o r  a  p l a c e  f o r  r e l i g i o u s  m e e t i n g s ,  s a i d  house b e i n g  f r e e  t o  p r e a c h e r s  
o f  a l l  C h r i s t i a n  denomina t ions  who s h a l l  be  r e g u l a r l y  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  preach  t h e  g o s p e l  a c c o r d i n g  
t o  t h e  forms o f  t h e i r  own churches  e x c e p t  Roman C a t h o l i c s  and U n i t a r i a n s  who a r e  n o t  t o  b e  per -  
m i t t e d  s a i d  house  may a l s o  b e  used f o r  o t h e r  p u b l i c  purpose; o c c a s i o n a l l y  when t h e  t r u s t e e s  
s h a l l  p e r m i t  i t ."  

With t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  f r e e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  s y s t e m ,  Augusta County had twelve  b r i c k  one- 
room s c h o o l s  i n  1871. There were no doubt  o l d e r  s c h o o l s  o r  b u i l d i n g s  t h a t  t h e  county  r e n t e d  
a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  s i n c e  t h e  number o f  b r i c k  s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g s  dropped t o  t h r e e  by 1880-1, t o  one 
by 1889-90, and t o  t h r e e  by 1890-1. The c o u n t y ' s  new schoolhouses  b u i l t  ( c o n t i n u e d )  

Geographic  Data/Acreage:  one acre 

V e r b a l  Boundary D e s c r i p t i o n :  Beginning a t  a  p o i n t  a t  t h e  end o f  a  d i r t  road  approx .  1 , 1 0 0 '  W 
of  a  p o i n t  on t h e  W s i d e  o f  VA 876 which i s  approx .  650 '  S  of  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  ( c o n t i n u e d )  
Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n :  The bounds have  been drawn t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  schoolhouse  and t h e  
immediate s c h o o l  y a r d .  
UTM: 17/655940/4219320 

P r e p a r e d  By: Ann McCleary, A r c h i t e c t u r a l  H i s t o r i a n  

Date P r e p a r e d :  September 1984 
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07-706 

Sta tement  of  S i g n i f i c a n c e  cont inued 

d u r i n g  t h i s  per iod  where overwhelmingly of  frame c o n s t r u c t i o n .  I t  was n o t  u n t i l  t h e  
e a r l y  20th cen tu ry  w i th  t h e  development of  c o n s o l i d a t e d  s choo l s  t h a t  b r i c k  a g a i n  became 
popular  because  of  i t s  exp re s s ion  of  permanence. 

The Thompson fami ly  o r i g i n a l l y  b u i l t  t h e  Glebe School as a p r i v a t e  s choo l  f o r  t h e i r  
fami ly  and ne ighbors .  With t h e  advent  o f  t h e  f ree  p u b l i c  s choo l  sys tem,  t h e  County 
purchased t h e  Glebe Schoolhouse end ope ra t ed  i t  as a f r e e  s c h o o l .  The schoo l  c lo sed  
i n  t h e  e a r l y  rwen t i e th  c e n t u r y ,  b e i n g  c o n ~ a l i d a t e d  w i th  ano the r  one-room schoo l  i n t o  
a two-room schoo l  c a l l e d  Swanson i n  t h i s  community. 

Verbal  Boundary D e s c r i p t i o n  con t inued  

o f  s a i d  r o u t  w i th  VA 841,  thence  ex t end ing  approx.  50 '  NW; thence  approx.  225' W-SW; 
thence  approx.  200' S E ;  thence  approx.  200' E-NE; thence  apprax .  100 '  NW t o  po in t  of  
o r i g i n .  






