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CONDlTlON CHECK ONE 

,EXCELLENT a M A L T E R E D  x O R I G I N A L  SITE 

ALTERED a -MOVED DATE~U%~,  

.road t o  the back of the shel ter ,  across the en t i r e  length of the shel ter .  
" "'3.,-,." 

The s i t e  was identif ied by M r .  John Exley 111 of Martinsville,  Virginia, who disco 

Col. MacCord conducted an investigation a t  the she l t e r  i n  1970 (MacCord, 19731, which 
included the excavation of 210 square fee t  of the s i t e .  (See Figure 1) Cultural  z;, 
material  was removed t o  a depth of 4.6 fee t  in two ten -foot squares, with a th i rd  *: " 
square excavated u n t i l  rock prevented further work. MacCord reported cu l tu ra l  mater- . 
i a l s  tha t  ranged i n  age from Early ~ r c h a i c  thrdugh tate 'woodlad periods, along with 
ceramics, bone, ,and ethnqbo tanica l  water ial.. , , , . : , , , ,- , , ,, , , , . , - . . . , I  - - I  . a , . $i3 .# 

,>#? - 
Students from the James Madison University Archeological Research Unit under the d i r  
ect ion of D r .  Clarence Geier conducted t e s t  excavathno a t  the rock she l t e r  during , 

the sum~~er  of 1978. The ,purpose of these excavations was to, use t h i s  s t r a t i f i e d  rock , 

Excavations were oriented . 
along a north-south grid with five, five foot squares and f ive  2 1/2 x 5 foot squares 
opened. The squares were designed t o  establish a f ive  foot wide trench across a 
portion of the she l t e r  which would allow for  in t r a  s i t e  comparishs. The equares were 
placed adjacent t o  and on both sides of ~ a c ~ o r d ' e  previous excavation ( ~ e i e r  , 
1983: 1,12). (See Figure 2 and 3) 

The 1978 excavations (Geier, 1983) yielded a wide var ie ty  of projec t i le  point types, 
ceramic types, f b r a 1  and faunal materiala, including evidence of the use of , 

cultigens (Gardner , 1982) , human skele ta l  remains, and environmental data derived 
from s o i l  s tudies and f l o r a l  analysis. Geier proposed seven cu l tu ra l  levels  from the 
excavations , which r a n p  in  age from modern h is  t o r i c  t o  Transi t ional  Archaic. It ' s  
should be noted tha t  time limitations forced the t e r n b a t i o n  of the excavations prior' 
t o  reaching the bottom of cu l tu ra l  deposits. Sn a11 l ik \ lhdd>,  deposits e x i s t  tha t  L , * I -  .- - . 
extend in to  the Late Archaic and perhaps older. 
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The Hidden Valldy Rockshelter contains the s t r a t i f i e d  remains of human occupation from ' 

the Late Archaic through the . la te  Woodland and perhaps P ro t 'MiB~o~ic :  periods. Ar t i f ac t  
analysis  indicated oubtle changes in a r t i f a c t  debris t ha t  yielded information of 
culture-change through a Woodland continum from Transi t ional  Archaic-Early Woodland 

, t through possibly P r o t o h i ~ t o r i c .  This culture-change was ref  lec,ted through changes in  , 
' '  

I p ro j ec t i l e  point s t y l e s ,  l i t h i c  choices, and ceramic tem'per and vesse l  s ty l e s .  Pres- , ervat ion of both f l o r a l  and faunal materials was excel lent  and o f fe r s  a superb . . 
; opportunity t o  study subsistance patterns over the l a s t  2000-3000 years i n  weetern 
i Virginia.  . ,  . r ' . , .  ;. .. . . 

' :  
i 

t 1 

I Archeological investigatioiw have been numerous within the mountain&s areas of western ' 

Virginia  over the last ten years. The work of Geier a t  the Back Creek-VEPCO Project  and 
within the environs of Lake Moanaw, approximately e ight  r i l e s  dowristream f ran  t h i s  rock- 
she l t e r ,  has yielded large amoirnts of prehis tor ic  dath. The majority of a i t e s  investi-  ,' ' gated, however, do not yield the continuum of da ta  tha t  is fmnd a t  the Bidden Valley : 

i .Rockshelter. This rockshelter of fers  the opportunity bo f i l l  in the many gaps tha t  are  
1 missing within the'.Woodland cdnkinuum of western Virginia. . The change through time i n  
: p r o j e c t i l e  point and ceramic ' s ty les  found ' a t .  the she l t e r  can be used t o  b e t t e r  i n t e rp re t  

s i t e e  tha t  have previously been investigated. Similaiii t ies i n  point s y t l e s  ' between the .. 
rockshelter and s i t e s  investigated a t  Lake Moomaw indicate  the p o s s i b i l i t y  of a fusion- . , :  
f i s s ion  type settlement pa t te rn  along the J a c k o n  River drainage. during the Woodland . . . '  

period. Protection of t h i s  raxkehel ter  s i t e  ..unti 1 addit ional  invest igat ion can be con- 
. ducted there w i l l  ensure the c u l t u r a l  materials w i l l  be l e f t  i n  r i t u  for  an in terd is ip l io-  

a ry  excavation approach tha t  can be u t i l i zed  to  further  investigate: the possibility of 
the fusion-£ i ss ion  e'ett lement pattern; subsistance pat terns o f .  the occupants .through tw 
and any changes t h a t  can be rioted over time; addit ional  infomiation on the paleo environ- 

. ment of western Virginia aver 
a s  the occupants adapted t o  any changes'i  
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Following the excavations during the 1978 season, p l a s t i c  was placed over each excavated 
square and the squares were back f i l l ed .  In addition, the Forest Service trucked in  
severa l  loads of s o i l  tha t  was placed over the en t i r e  length of the s i t e  t o  serve as a 
protect ive cap over the cu l tu ra l  materials.  This has helped to protect  the top levels  
of the s i t e  from incidental  disturbances from fishermen and other  recrea t ionis t s .  Presently, 
the s i t e  has changed l i t t l e  from 1978. There have been two areas of camping o r  f i r e  p i t  
construction, but these were confined within the added s o i l  layer. Rodent a c t i v i t y  near 
the rear  of the she l t e r  has bzought several small pieces of burned bone to the surface. 
There has also been a limited amount of na tura l  spa l l ing  from the she l t e r  walls.  

L i s t  of Figures: 

Figure 1 : Plan view of ~ a c ~ o r d ' s  1970 Excavations 
Figure 2: Plan view of ~ e i e r ' s  1978 ~xcavat ions  
Figure 3 : Topographic map of s i t e  including major Excavation Units 
Figure 4: Photograph of Shel ter  taken from western edge of s i t e  
Figure 5: Photograph of Shel ter  taken from eastern edge of s i t e  




