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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Hidder‘: Valley rockshelter is an irregularly shaped overhang that is apperimafely
90 feet long and 10 feet wide .at its maximum width.

An old road
runs between the river and the shelter. The entire length of the shelter appears to’
have been occupied, although there is a rise in floor level on the eastern portion o
that would have resulted in less room for occupation. 'Cultural deposits extend acros
a narrow toe slope to the old .road which may have destroyed a ‘small portion of the':
cultural deposits. The bournidaries of the site extend from the western edge of the .
-road to the back of the shelter, across the entire length of the shelter. " K
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The site was identified by Mr. John Exley III of Martinsville, Virginia, who discov=
ered the site while trout fishing in the Jackson River. He reported the site to
Col. Howard MacCord who was the State Archeologist at that time. Mr, Exley reported
some vandalism at the site. Apparently.this was not the result of looting, but was
incidental disturbance of the site by campers and/or fisliermen who were building fi
within the shelter, at times accompanied by excavating small pits to contain the fire

Col. MacCord conducted an investigation at the shelter in 1970 (MacCord, 1973), whic
included the excavation of 210 square feet of the site. (See Figure 1) Cultural
material was removed to a depth of 4.6 feet in two ten.foot aquares, with a third
square excavated until rock prevented further work., MacCord reported cultural mater— .
ials that ranged in age from Early Archaic through Late Woodland periods, along with .~
ceramics, bone, and ethngbotanical material. . ' e e e
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Students from the James Madison Uﬁiversi‘ty Art;heologicai Research Unit under the dir-
ection of Dr. Clarence Geier conducted test excavations at the rock shelter during

the summer of 1978. . The purpose of these excavations was to use this stratified rock -.

shelter site to help clari

and aid interpretation of a series of sites being invest- '
igpated by Geier's students ,

1

- Excavations were oriented .
along a north-south grid with five, five foot squares and five 2 1/2 x 5 foot squares .
opened. The squares were designed to establish a five foot wide trench across a P
portion of the shelter which would allow for intra site comparisons. The squares were
placed adjacent to and on both sides of MacCord's previous excavation (Geier, :

1983:1,12). (See Figure 2 and 3)

The 1978 excavations (Geier, 1983) yielded a wide variety of projectile point types,
ceramic types, floral and faunal materials, including evidence of the use of . '
cultigens (Gardner, 1982), human skeletal remains, and environmental data derived .
from soil studies and floral analysis. Geier proposed seven cultural leve!s from t:h_g'“ _
excavations, which range in age from modern historic to Transitional Archau_:. It B
should be noted that time limitations forced the termination of 'the e:.ccavat%ons prio
to reaching the bottom of cultural deposits. In all likelihded 7 deposits exist that
extend into the Late Archaic and perhaps older. ' S A A
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The Hidden Valléy Rockshelter contains the stratified remains of human occnp‘ation: 'from .

the Late Archaic through the Late Woodland and perhaps Protohiztowié: periods. Atufact
analysis indicated subtle changés in artifact debris that yielded information of.

~culture-change through a Woodland continum from Transitional Archaic~Early Woodland

through poss i.bly Protohistoric.  This culture-change was reflected through changes in_'_
projectile point styles, lithic ch01ces, and ceramic temper and vessel styles. Pre_s-

.

Virginia. . . AR S S
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Archeological investigations have been numerous within the mountainous areas of western
Virginia over the last ten years. The work of Geier at the Back Creek VEPCO Project and
within the environs of Lake Moomaw, approximately eight miles downstream from this rock-
shelter, has yielded large amounts of prehistoric datid. The majority of sites investi-
gated, however, do not yield the continuum of data that is found at the Hidden Valley
Rockshelter. This rockshelter offers the opportunity ¢o fill in the many gaps that are
missing within the Woodland continuum of western Virginia.. The change through time in
.projectile point and ceramic styles found at.the shelter can be used to better intexrpret
sites that have previously been investigated. Similarities in point sytles between the
rockshelter and sites investigated at Lake Moomaw indicate the possibility of a fusion- .
figsion type settlement pattern along the Jackson River drainage during the Woodland
period. Protection of this rockshelter site until additional investigation can be con-

- ducted there will ensure the cultural materials will be left in situ for an interdisiplin-

ary excavation approach that can be utilized to further investigate: the possibility of

" the fusion-fission settlement pattern; subsistance patterns of .the occupants .through time

and any changes that can be noted over time; additional information on the paleo environ-

. ‘ment of western Virginia over the last 3000 years, and the. changes 1n suba:.stance patterns

ag the occupants adapted to any changes in the environment,
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Following the excavations during the 1978 season, plastic was placed over each excavated
square and the squares were back filled. In addition, the Forest Service trucked in

several loads of soil that was placed over the entire length of the site to serve as a
protective cap over the cultural materials. This has helped to protect the top levels

of the site from incidental disturbances from fishermen and other recreationists. Presently,
the site has changed little from 1978. There have been two areas of camping or fire pit
construction, but these were confined within the added soil layer, Rodent activity near

the rear of the shelter has brought several small pieces of burned bone to the surface.
There has also been a limited amount of natural spalling from the shelter walls.

List of Figgres:

Figure 1: Plan view of MacCord's 1970 Excavations

Figure 2: Plan view of Geier's 1978 Excavations

Figure 3: Topographic map of site including major Excavation Units
Figure 4: Photograph of Shelter taken from western edge of site
Figure 5: Photograph of Shelter taken from eastern edge of site





