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DESCRIPTION 

C O N D I T I O N  CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

~ U N A L T E R E D  X-ORIGINAL SITE 

ALTERED A W E D  D A T F  

-FAIR XXUNEXPOSED -- ------ 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

near Lawrenceville, Virginia ,  are the three major arcliaeologfcal complexes of t h e  For t  
Christianna Archaeological D i s t r i c t .  These archaeological remains and the sites asso- 
c ia ted  with t d area within a sharp bend of t he  Me- 
her r in  River, . They consis t  of the sites of Fort  
Christianna, trading f a c i l i t y ,  constructed ca. 1714; 
a s izeable  Sapony Indfan v i l l age ,  b u i l t  c l  1714-1716;-and the personal residence of 

- 

Virginia Governor Alexander Spotswood, constructed ca. 1717. 

According t o  documentary evidence, the nomihated area a l so  contains  the remains of 
warehouses and other  buildings constructed by the Virginfa Indian Company, which 
operated i t s Indian  t rade  monopoly through Fort  Christfanna, and t h e  s i t e s  of two forges 
and the numeroua reaidences belonging t o  the  f r o n t i e r  iormrmnLty- which grew up  in the  
v i c in i ty  of the Fort. 

In  a 1977 archaeological survey conducted by the VRCA, two sec t ions  of the  Fo r t  
Christianna pal isade l i n e  were pos i t ive ly  fdentff ied i n  an area overlooking the river 
where t r a d i t i o n  and h i s t o r i c a l  research alleged For t  Chrlstfanna t o  be  located.  The 
Fort Christianna complex has been designated 44Br3 i n  the s t a t e  inventory of archaeologl- 
c a l  s i t e s  (Figures 1 & 2)  . 

! Diar i s t  John Pontaine had described the f o r t  a s  be- "bui l t  upon a r i s i n g  ground. 
It is an enclosure of f i v e  s ides ,  made only with pallisadoes, and ins tead  of f i v e  
bastions,  t he re  a r e  f i v e  houses which defend the  one and the  o ther  - each s i d e  is 
about one hundred yards long. "1 

The pal isade trench in the t e s t  a r e a s  excavated by the YRCA consfated of a n ine-  
i n c h r i d e  s l o t  which extended efghteen fnches b l o w  grade. A four  4 o o t  s ec t fon  of 
t h i s  t ~ e n c h -  contained four  post s t a i n s  averagfng f i v e  inches i n  diameter v i t h  clay 
packed between each of the posts.  Cross sect lons of these post a t a i n s  revealed t h a t  
the pal isade posts  terminated several  inches above t h e  flat-bottamed trench f loor .  
Both the post configurations and the f i l l  d i r t  ,which contained a h igh  concentrat ion 
of charcoal, were s imi la r  t o  the  archaeological remains of Fo r t  Toulouse, Alabama, 
b u i l t  ca. 1717. Pipestem fragments found fn t h i s  f i l l  d i r t ,  based upon t h e  J.C. 
Harrington dating f o m l a ,  have a manufacturing date  of ca. 1680-1710, an a r t i f a c t  
date appropriate t o  a f o r t  constructed i n  1714 (Figures 3 & 4)  - 

A tu rn  i n  the pal isade l i n e  was found a s  i t  was traced t o  the w e a t .  Fur ther  
tes t ing  of o ther  portions of the pal isade l i n e  yielded addi t ional  da t a  regarding con- 
s t ruc t ion  depth and post s ize .  In one t e s t  area the presence of l o c a l l y  made brick 
suggests t h a t  ,brick was used t o  shore up pal isade posts, perhaps when the  f o r t  was 
r e p a i ~ e d  i n  1718 by the  Virginia Indian Company (Figure 5). 

In  the  v i c i n i t y  of the  two pailisade lines were numeroua one-foot-by-one-foot 
stones which appear t o  have been modified f o r  use a s  architecfixral mater ial .  These 
rocks may have been used as footings f o r  the  five log houses described and recorded 
by v i s i t o r s  t o  Fort Christianna. It should be noted t h a t  according t o  John Ponta ine ls  
journal, each s i d e  of the pentagonal f o r t  was one hundred yards long, terminstad a t  
each t u r n  by a log house which served as a bastion. 

1 John Fontaine, The Journal &f John Fontaine, ed. Edward Alexander, pg. 79 . 
(See (hatinuation Sheet $2) 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNiFICANCE 

On an expanse of r i s i n g  ground overlooking the  Meherrin River 0 
-Virginia l i e  t he  subs t an t i a l  archaeological remains of Fo r t  Christianna, 
b u i l t  i n  1714 by Governor Alexander Spotswood. Adjacent t o  the  f o r t ,  o n  the  p l a i n  
by the r ive r ,  is the s i t e  of the SaporgrIndian v i l l a g e  complex, residence of the 
approximately 300 Sapony Indians who chose t o  live under the pro tec t ion  of t he  
Colonial gove-ent. 

4 -- - 4 - - 
) All three major archaeological 

components were contemporaneous and r e l a t e  to  a previously unexplored but  wel l  
documented phase of American his tory.  

In  the f i r s t  t en  years  of the eighteenth century, p r io r  t o  the  construct ion of 
Fort Christianna, Yirginfa s e t t l e r s  i n  the more remote f r o n t i e r  a reas  experienced 
many d i f f i c u l t i e s  v i t h t h e  Indians, par t icu lar ly  those t r i b e s  t o  the  w e s t  and nor th ,  
whose raiding p a r t i e s  made occasional incursions and posed a constant t h rea t .  
To the south, i n  the a r ea  along the North.Carolina-Virginia border, Prhich was  a 
source of contention t o  both colonies, resentment between white eettlers and Iridiane 
grew a s  s e t t l e r s  took up Indian land and often cheated them i n  trading. The 
Indians r e t a l i a t e d  with raiding pa r t i e s  and i so la ted  murders along the  f r o n t i e r .  

By September 22, 1711 North Carolina Indians, notably t h e  Tuscaroras, joined 
forces i n  an a l l  out offensive against  the white s e t t l e r s .  They had come t o  be l ieve  
tha t  ne i ther  colonial  government would defend the  r e l a t i ve ly  few B r i t i s h  inhabi tan ts  
i n  t h a t  area.  Word of this mslaught ,  popularly known as the Tuscarora War, 
o f f i c i a l l y  reached Williarasburg when Governor Hyde of North Carolina appealed t o  
Virginia 's Governor Spotswood f o r  m i l i t a r y  aid.  Thus, with warring Indians on 
three s ides ,  Governor Spotswood was forced t o  consider some p r a c t i c a l  means of 
defending the inhabi tan ts  along a lengthy, sparstely ee t t led  f r o n t i e r .  

Spotswood assembled h i s  Council on October 9, 1711 t o  d iscuss  the gravi ty  of 
the Indian problem. This session was attended by Tributary Indians,  t r i b e s  which 
by means of t r ea ty  had agreed t o  l i v e  i n  peace with the B r i t i s h  and who pledged 
the i r  f a i t h fu lnes s  t o  the  Governor annually by presenting him with animal sk ins  and 
other t rade goods. The Tributary Indians at tending the Executive Council meeting 
agreed t o  adhere t o  t h e i r  t r ea ty .  

Peter Poythress, an Indian t rader  and in t e rp re t e r ,  was dispatched d i r e c t l y  t o  
the Tuscaroras, who posed the most immediate threa t ,  t o  seek a peace t r ea ty .  
Spotawood authorized him t o  of fe r  t o  those Tuscaroras who would sign a t r e a t y  a 
b o ~ t y  of f o r t y  shf l l fngs  f o r  the head of every tribesman who was gu i l t y  of k i l l i n g  
the English i n  North Carolina and the prfce of a s lave  f o r  every s imi l a r ly  gu i l t y  
tribesman taken captive. 

(See (;ontinuation Sheet $4) 
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Archaeological t e s t i n g  a t  Fort Christfanna i n  the  summer of 1979 by Mary 
C. Beaudry, contract  arc:haeologis t f o r  Brunswick County, revealed t h a t  t he re  
are many sealed featurea i n  the v ic in i ty  of theee f i v e  log houses. The t e s t i n g  
of th i r ty- f ive  f e e t  of pal isade l i n e  indicated tha t  t he  pa l i sade  had, i n  some a reas ,  
been disassembled p r io r  t o  i ts  eventual de te r iora t ion .  

Areas t e s t ed  within the  f o r t  s i t e  yielded woodworking tools ,  roseheaded 
n a i l s  and T-headed  nail^^, t he  l a t t e r  being ind ica t ive  of t he  use of wooden f l o o r s .  
Additionally,  window glzrss fragments and various a r c h i t e c t u r a l  hardware elements 
such a s  s t r a p  hinges ancl p i n t l e s  were found. Theae items may be r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  
house of Charles Gr i f f in ,  t he  schoolmaster, who l ived  v i t h i n  t h e  f o r t .  

Also found within the confines of the pal isade were t r ade  beads, t r ade  gun 
pa r t s ,  a horse harness, and buckle fragments. Ceramics of B r i t i s h  o r f g i n  were 
represented by fragment:; of North Devon gravel-tempered earthenware nilk pans 
and Fulham stoneware taxlkards. I n  addition, fragments of ceramics imported by the  
B r i t i s h ,  such a s  Westemrald stoneware and d e l f t ,  were found wikhrtn the wal ls  of 
t h e  f o r t .  Native Colono-Indian ware w a s  also present i n  quant i ty .  

An examination of raoil samples by the  Brunswick County a rchaeologica l  team 
i n  1979 has indicated the general locat ion of the  Sapony Indian v i l l a g e  wi th in  
1,000 yards.  According t o  John Fontaine, t h i s  v i l l a g e  l a y  wi th in  musket range 
of t h e  f o r t .  on a p l a in  by the  r ive r .  

During the 1977-78 archaeological eurvey by t h e  VRCA, a back f f l l ed  area, 44Br2, 
presumably a root c e l l a r ,  was located six ten ths  of a mile e a s t  of t h e  f o r t  
s i t e  i n  the  loca t ion  where the  personal residence of Governor Alexander Spotswood 
was indicated t o  be according t o  documentary research. This f e a t u r e  appeared t o  
be p a r t  of a dwelling house. A t e s t  eample from t h i s  f ea tu re  contained a c o w  
bina t ion  of h i s t o r i c  and prehis tor ic  a r t i f a c t s  including Colono-Indian ware, 
indicatLve of the  cul twral  contact which would have been expected t o  occur a t  t he  
Spotswood home. A spoo~~bowl marked "(DI)" was found which has a w n u f a c t u r i n g  
da te  of 1663-1714; the period 1714-1716 w a s  the tine during which Governor 
Spotswood constructed h.Ls home. Other a r t i f a c t s  d a t e  t o  the period 1740-1760 
(Figure 6 ) .  

About 150 f e e t  west oE t h e  root  c e l l a r  i e  what has been t e n t a t f v e l y  
i d e n t i f i e d  a s  a nineteenth-century graveyard. Thi s cemetery con ta ins  a number of 
graves, only one of which is  marked by a headstone, i t s e l f  devoid o f  i n sc r ip t ion .  
Early nineteenth-century ceramics and n a i l s  i n  the a rea  suggest t h e  d a t e  f o r  t h i s  
graveyard. The s ing le  marked grave s i t e  has been dis turbed by apparent ly recent 
vandalism t o  a depth of two and one-half f ee t .  

(See Continuation Sheet 1 3 )  
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Thus, archaeological t e s t ing  i n  the  v i c in i ty  of Fort  Christianna has 
i den t i f i ed  three  major archaeological complexes, a l l  of which remain e s s e n t i a l l y  
undisturbed. I n  addit ion,  the f a c t  t ha t  the Fort Christianna area  w a s  the 
presumed hab i t a t ion  of several Indian t r i b e s  invi ted  there  by Governor Spotmood, 
a s  well  as the  documented locat ion of the warehouses, roads, br idges,  and 
other  s t ruc tu res  erected by the Virginia Indian Company - fur ther  j u s t i f i e s  
the nomination of t h i s  acreage as an archaeological d i s t r i c t .  Moreover, t he  
forges,  church, and residences of other  f ron t i e r  s e t t l e r s  who were a t t r a c t e d  
t o  the Fort Christianna area a re  expected t o  be located within the  nominated 
acreage. The f a c t  t h a t  recent vanadalism has occurred a t  a t  l e a s t  two s i t e s  wi th in  
t h i s  t r a c t  indica tes  tha t  the invaluable cu l tu ra l  resources at Fort Chris t ianna 
a r e  vulnerable and therefore need the  protection afforded by National Register  
s t a tus .  
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A t  t h e  same time t h a t  he negotiated with t h e  Tuscaroras, Spotswood advanced his 
personal b e l i e f  t o  t h e  Executive Council t h a t  the  only means of securing a perinanent 
peace was t o  educate t h e  Indians and convert them t o  Chr is t ian i ty ,  thereby g iv ing  
them an appreciat ion of B r i t i s h  mores. He a l s o  believed t h a t  t h i s  cons t ruc t ive  
in t e rac t ion  between Indians and colonists would be economically f rui t ful .  It would 
f o s t e r  a dependency upon English merchandise, thereby grea t ly  f a c i l i t a t i n g  t h e  flow 
of t rade .  Spotswood proposed t h a t  these Indians be educated a t  t h e  College of W i l l i a m  
and Mary i n  Williamsburg. Three Tributary t r i b e s  i n  attendance at t h e  meeting, 
t he  Nansemonds, Nottoways, and Meherrins, agreed t o  send two men each t o  t h e  
College. The Tuscaroras were asked t o  send one or two chi ldren of  t he  great men from 
each of t h e i r  towns. 

By December 1711 a t r e a t y  hed been signed with some of t h e  Tuscaroras. Even so, 
a s e c r e t  plan was formulated by Spotswood t o  take  t h e  m i l i t i a  and march t o  t h e  
Tuscarora towns. Toward t h a t  end, funds were a l loca ted  t o  support his s t ra tegy .  

i However, due t o  t h e  a r r i v a l  of Captain John Barnwell i n  North Carolina, who.with 
h i s  t roops and 500 mercenary Indians launched a successful m i l i t a r y  of fens ive  
against  t he  warring Tuscaroras, t h e  plan t o  send Virginia m i l i t i a  was abandoned. 

Spotswood again pursued h i s  idea of educating and converting t h e  Indians t o  
Chr is t ian i ty .  I n  Ju ly  1712 he asked t h e  Bishop of London and t h e  Archbishop of Can- 
te rbury  t o  use t h e i r  inf luence with t h e  Society f o r  t h e  Propagation of t h e  Gospel 
t o  provide one o r  two of t h e i r  missionaries and a c le rk  f o r  each of t h e  p r i n c i p a l  
Indian towns. These men would e s t ab l i sh  a chapel a t  each loca t ion ,  i n s t r u c t  t h e  
Indian ch i ldren  i n  r e l i g ion ,  and operate a school there.  Spotsvood ind ica t ed  t h a t  
these  f r o n t i e r  clergymen would a l s o  serve Br i t i sh  inhabi tants  i n  t h e  more remote 
areas .  He recommended bringing t h e  clergy t o  the Indians r a t h e r  than  t r anspor t ing  
t h e  Indians  t o  Williamsburg because he f e l t  t h a t  more Indian ch i ld ren  needed educat ing 
than could be absorbed by t h e  College's endowment f o r  Indian schooling. l o  c le rgy  
were dispatched. 

I n  a September 1713 l e t t e r  t o  the Earl  of Dartmouth, Spotswood wrote t h a t  t h e  
warring Tuscaroras, driven out of  North Carolina, had s e t t l e d  a t  t h e  heads of  t h e  
r i v e r s  i n  Virginia .  He claimed t h a t  they, joining with t h e  northern Indians,  were 
slaughter ing s e t t l e r s  d o n g  t h e  f r o n t i e r .  Spotawood complained t h a t  so g r e a t  w a s  
t h e  s e t t l e r s '  f e a r  of ambush t h a t  they refused t o  obey h i s  orders  t o  send out  search 
pa r t i e s .  Moreover, he s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  not one o f f i ce r  i n  t h e  e n t i r e  colony 
who had seen any mi l i t a ry  ac t ion .  He therefore  decided t o  assemble 200 men and 
p e r s o n u l y  lead  a mi l i t a ry  expedition intended t o  rout t h e  Indians from t h e  f r o n t i e r s  
o r  t o  force  them t o  a peace. 

(See Continuation Sheet 85) 
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However, before t h i s  mi l i ta ry  venture got underway, a March 1713 t r e a t y  w a s  
concluded wfth the  Tuscaroras and the Tributary Indians. Under t h i e  t r e a t y  Spota- 
wood was a b l e  t o  put i n t o  p rac t i ca l  application h i s  pr inc ip le  theor ies  on how t o  
achieve permanent peace with the Indians. He promised tha t  t rade  would be conducted 
on a jut and equal foot ing with a f a i r  administration of justice,thereby preventing 
the  inevi tab le  clashes between Indians and white t raders .  He a l s o  agreed t h a t  young 
men from each t r i b e  would be educated and taught Chr is t ian i ty , in  that manner c iv l -  
l i z i n g  them. 

INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

To convince the  Executive Council and h ie  superior8 back i n  England of the w i s -  
dom of t h i s  t r ea ty ,  Sp~tewood argued tha t  by placing clergy and small p a r t i e s  of 
rangers a t  each Indian town the English would gain ready surve i l lance  of a l l  Indian 
a c t i v i t i e s ,  thus preventing sneak at tacks.  Moreover, he f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  approach 
would be much more economical than maintaining the elexken companies of rangers 
required t o  pro tec t  the f ron t i e r  adequately. 

The plan of establ ishing church schools a t  each p r inc ip l e  Indian t o m  was some- 
what modified by Spring, 1714. Spotswood resolved t o  construct two f o r t s ,  one on 
the Rapidan River, above the  f a l l s  of the Rappahannock a t  what l a t e r  became known 
as Germanna , i n  laodern-dzbr Orange County, and the other  on the Meherria River, Fort  
Christianna, t n  what is now Brunswick County. H e  intended t o  place Tributary t r i b e s  
a t  each f o r t  where they would "serve as a ba r r i e r  t o  the Inhabi tants  of t h i s  country 
against the Incursion of the ~ n d i a n s .  "1 The txiEee and rangers would be provided 
with a t r a c t  of land t o  which they held exclusive hunting r igh ts .  

Spotawood'a scheme included s e t t l i n g  the  Tuscaroras at t h e  f o r t  on t h e  Rapidan,. 
#owever, those Indians elected t o  re turn  t o  North Carolina instead.  Therefore, 
Spotswood placed a number of Protestant German inmigrants i n  t h a t  loca t ion ,  b u i l t  
them a f o r t ,  and provided them with work i n  h i s  nearby i ron  mines. 

urged the  Nottoway and Meherrin Indians t o  s e t t l e  on the north s i d e  of t he  r i v e r  
and the Saponies, Ooneechee, Stukarax and Totter0 t r ibea  t o  s e t t l e  on t h e  south s ide .  
It was the re  on the southern shore, i n  a nent bend of the Meherrin River - 

tha t  Spotswood b u i l t  Fort  Chris tianna, 
or  Christ-anna, which he named i n  honor of Christ  and Queen Anne. 

According to  Spotswood, construction was begun a t  Port  Christianna i n  August 1714 
and was completed by February 1715, The t o t a l  caet  of bui lding Fort  Christianna w a s  
less than 200 *. 

According t o  the journal of John Fontaine, who v i s i t e d  Fort  Chris t ianna in Apr i l  
1716, the f o r t  consisted of "an inclosure of f i v e  s ides ,  made o d y  with p a l l h a d o e s ,  

(See Continuation Sheet #6) 
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and instead a f  five bastions,  there a r e  f i v e  houses which defend t h e  one the  other- 
each s i d e  is about one hundred yards long. There a r e  f i v e  cannon here. . . there a r e  
twelve men cont inual ly here to keep the  place."2 !llie writ ings of the Reverend Hugh 
Jones i n  1717 echo Fontainets description. 

Further d e t a i l  on the construction of Fort Claristiaana can be  found in a Ju ly  4, 
1716 l e t t e r  t o  Richard Beresford of England, v r f t t e n  by an anonymous man i n  North 
Carolina. Be e t a t e s  t ha t  "the Fort  consis ts  of f i v e  la rge  pentagonal l og  houees 
which serve f o r  bast ions and a cur ta in  of mauld wood wi'th ea r th  on the  i n s i d e  from 
one house t o  another,  a f t  of the four closed. Each house has a g r e a t  gun ab.w 1400 
lb .  each.l13 It should be noted tha t  the word "mauld" i n  an eighteenth century con- 
tex t  meant wood w h i c h  had been hewn or  s p l i t  with a maul or  heavy hammer and a wedge. 
It a l s o  meant wood which had been hammered o r  driven i n t o  place. 

During the  period t h a t  Fort Chrlstianna was  under construct ion,  Governor Spots- 
i woad persuaded the Aa~seembly t o  paas an Act regulating Indian t rade.  Thie Act con- 

fined a l l  such commerce t o  Fort  Christianna, under the auapices of the  Virg in ia  
Indian Company, whichvas  establ ished spec i f ica l ly  f o r  tha t  purpose. Although the  
Coupany would have a twentyyear  monopoly on Indian trade, i t  would, i n  t u rn ,  be 
obliged t o  build a school house a t  Fort  Christianna and t o  apply some of its p r o f i t s  
toward the maintenance of the Indian school. 

Thus, a t  Port  Christianna, Alexander Spotswood constructed a n  IdiBu school  a s  
he had prombed i n  his May 1711 t rea ty .  He hired Charles Grlffin, a young, highly-  
regarded layreader f r o m  the West Indies,  to be acfioolmaster and r e s iden t  clergyman. 
H e  p a i d  Gr i f f in  50 a year. William Byrd, i n  describing Gr i f f in ,  wrote t h a t  h i s  
gentle temperament and innocence made him perfect ly  qua l i f ied  f o r  his posi t ion.  John 
Fontaine w o t e  t h a t  when he Mei t ed  Fort Cliristianna, Griffin was teaching the  
Indian ch i ld ten  t o  read and v r i t e  English-and t o  read the Bible and Common Prayers;  
he noted tha t  the Indian chiefs  were well  pleased. 

Many l a t t e rday  referencea t o  Governor Spotsv~od ' s  establiehment and support o f  
the Fort Christianna Indian achool claim tha t  he vas  B l t r u i s t i c a l l y  motivated, 
whereas Spotswood's own l e t t e r s  consis tent ly r e f e r  t o  the Indian s tuden t s  a s  "hostages." 
H i s  ins i s tence  t h a t  the  so- of the  Indian great men of var ious t r i b e s  come t o  
Fort Christilu.lna t o  become educated and coavertadto Chr is t ian i ty  is c l e a r l y  demon- 
s t r a t e d  i n  h i s  correspondence as being mi l i ta ry  s t ra tegy  r a the r  than missionary zeal .  

In addt t ion  t o  supporting the Indian school, the Virginia  Indian Company was 
obliged to  bear the cos t  of maintaining t h e  fortffXcetfope and guard a t  For t  Chrieti-  
anna a f t e r  December 1716. The Company a l s o  was required t o  cont r ibu te  t o  t he  con- 
~ t r u c t i o n  and maintenance of a powder magazine i n  Williamaburg and t o  draw a l l  of 
its powder from that eource,replacing it with an equal mount of f r eeh  powder. I n  
later ~orreepondence Spotswood indicated tha t  the  Virginia Indian Company stockholdere, 

(See Continuation Sheet #7) 
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i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e i r  spec i f i ed  obl igat ions ,  had expended considerable  funds construct -  
ing bu i ld ing8  and warehouses, a t  Fort  Christ ianna and Sn clegxing ~ o a d a  and b F Z d i n g  
bridges. 

The let ters  of Alexander Spotswood revea l  t h a t  he ffpPly bel ieved that t h e  es- 
tablishment of a t r a d e  center  as the  conduft f o r  a l l  Mian t r a d e  would have mny 
meri ts .  Ele blamed the  mutual f r u s t r a t i o n  of Indians and s e t t l e r s  over f raudu len t  
t r a d e  p r a c t i c e s  a s  the  primary provocation of most Indian h o s t i l i t i e s .  H e  f e l t  
t h a t  by governmentally regu la t ing  Indian t rade,  the  sale of a l l  ammudtion t o  t h e  
Indians  could be c u r t a i l e d  a t  any designated time. Moreover, h e  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  
establishment of a major t r a d e  cen te r  would r e v i t a l i z e  t r ade  wi th  "fore ign Indians," 
o r  extra-colonia l  t r i b e s ,  a market which had been neglected f o r  many years .  

Archaeological evidence of an e a r l y  eighteenth-century domestic s i te  - 
containing a r t i f a c t s  which d a t e  t o  t h e  

I e l i eved  to  be the  ex tan t  remaim of the 
house const ructed by Governor Spotswood- ca. 1716. 

According t o  Richard ~ e r e s f o r d ' s  1717 correspondent, Alexander Spotswood's 
res idence a t  For t  Chr is t ianna was of f i n e  proportions.  He wrote that "the Governor is 
now bui ld ing  a handsome house near Christ Anna where he in tends  t o  l i v e  when he 
s h a l l  be ou t  of government. It w i l l  c o s t  him about f i v e  or 600 h eterl ing."4 
John Fontaine's  j o u r n a l  described t h i s  res idence as being p 

a t  t h e  end of an avenue through t h e  f o r e s t  which h e  and Spotswood 
personal ly  l a i d  ou t .  

That se t t l ement  grew up i n  the  area adjacent  t o  Por t  Chr is t ianna and Gove*or 
Spotswood's res idence is indicated by Richard ~ e r e s f o r d ' s  anonymoaz3correspondent 
who wrote t h a t  many people were loca t ing  there ,  t h a t  a couple fo rges  had a l ready  
beef i  s e t  up, and that the  community was expected t o  become s i z e a b l e .  Spotswood 
himself Gate the  Bishop of London and requested t h a t  a church be  b u i l t  and a clergyman 
assigned t o  se rve  the  r e s t d e n t s  i n  t h e  For t  Chrietisnna a rea .  

By t h e  end of March 1715 Spotswood claimed t h a t r r t h i s  new method f o r  guarding 
the  Front iers"  had succeeded s o  wel l  t h a t  the re  had not  been "the least mischief 
t h i s  year  and a h a l f  t o  our  outward ~ n h a b i t a n t s . " ~  He even hoped t o  add t h r e e  or 
four  m r e n a t i o n s  of Indians  t o  the  t r i b u t a r y  group. 

A t  the  time of Spotswoodf s wri t ing  the  Sapony Indians were l i v i n g  in a v i l l a g e  
which they had const ructed hear the f o r t .  According t o  John Fontaine,  t h i s  v i l l a g e  
was only  "a musket sho t  away" and was s i t u a t e d  Qn a p l a i n  by t h e  r i v e r e i d e .  H e  
described t h i s  Indian town i n  g rea t  d e t a i l .  It consis ted of a number of houses 
joined toge ther  i n  a c i r c l e  which had th ree  entranceways i n t o  i ts  c e n t e r .  Each of 
these houses had a central doorway which opened i n to  the circle. Each house waa 
constructed of . l a r g e ,  squared timbers which were s tuck  a t  least two f e e t  i n t o  

(See Cant inuat ion Sheet #8) 
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t h e  ground and extended upward about seven f e e t .  The roof r a f t e r s  were covered wi th  
oak o r  hickory bark. A ho le  i n  the  roof of each house d t t e d  t h e  smoke from a 
c e n t r a l  hea r th  which was used f o r  cooking and warmth. Each house was p a r t i t i o n e d  
i n t o  .bebrooms by b u l l r u s h  mats. Fontaine described t h e  Saponies a e  u t i l i z i n g  
bedsteads, e leva ted  about two f e e t  o f f  t he  ground, and cooking p o t s ,  wooden d i shes  
and t rays ,  which they had fabr ica ted  themselves. He described t h e i r  l i v i n g  cond i t ions  
as "miserable. " 

Between t h e  Sapony town and t h e  r i v e r  were s e v e r d l i t t l e  oven-ahaped h u t s  b u i l t  
of w a t t l e s  and p las te red  wi th  c lay  and having an entrance on one end. These s t r u c t u r e s ,  
c a l l e d  sweathouses, were used by s i c k  persons as a sauna bath. After h o t  s t o n e s  were 
placed i n  the  aweathouse, t h e  i n v a l i d  was enclosed i n  t h e  sweathouse u n t i l  he  endured 
a l l  t h e  h e a t  he could bear.  He then plunged i n t o  the  waters of t h e  Meherrin River, 
hopeful ly  e f f e c t i n g  a cure. Thus, t h e  Sapony Indiana uef e e l a b o r a t e l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  
a t  For t  Chr is t ianna.  

? I n  s p i t e  of Spotswood'a progress toward peace, f e a r  of I n d i a n  h o s t i l i t i e s  f l a r e d  
anew in the  summer of 1715. Although a t  that time about 300 Sapony Ind ians  were 
s e t t l e d  i n  t h e  town a t  Tor t  Christ ianna and the  king of the Tuscaroras had pledged 
h i s  r f i b e t o  peace, a s u r p r i s e  a t t a c k  i n  South Carolina by a g r e a t  confederat ion of 
Indians previously  a s s w e d  t o  have been subjugated reminded the Virg in ia  government 
not  t o  grow over ly  complacent.In a d d i t i m t h e r e  was repor tedly  cons iderab le  comuu~ni- 
c a t i o n  taking p lace  between t h e  h o s t i l e  nor thern t r i b e s  and t h e  t r i b e s  t o  t h e  south.  

Two thousand weight of b i s c u i t  f o r  t h e  subsis tance of t h e  f o r c e s  considered 
necessary i n  the  event of an  a t t a c k  by southern Indians was moved t o  F o r t  Chr ie t ianna.  
S e t t l e r s  were cautioned about permit t ing Indians fram coming near  t h e i r  dwell ings.  
Small  p i e c a  of cannon were sen t  t o  Fort  Christ ianna and a m n i t i o n  was dispatched 
t o  Fort Germanna. It was ordered t h a t  t h e  cannons a t  both f o r t s  be manned. 

A n  ambush by nor thern Indians  upon unarmed, peaceful  Cattabaw Ind ians  camped 
ou t s ide  For t  Chr is t ianna f u r t h e r  added t o  the  general  uneasiness  a long  the  f r o n t i e r .  
According t o  William Byrd, the  corruption of the  m o r a i t y  of the Indian 
community by the  local white s e t t l e r s ,  who too l i b e r a l l y  supp l ied  them w i t h  l i q u o r  
and f u r t h e r  debauched them, added considerably t o  the a c c e l e r a t i n g  P11 f e e l i n g .  Many 
of these  border  a r e a  s e t t l e r s  were f reed  indentured se rvan t s  o r  runaways who l i v e d  
beyond t h e  reaches  of law. 

I n  t h e  sp r ing  of 1716 Spotswood learned tha t  a move was a f o o t  t o  d i s s o l v e  t h e  lact 
which had es tab l i shed  the  Vi rg in ia  Indian Company, H e  waa persona l ly  maligned by an 
anonymous accuser  in a widely d i s t r i b u t e d  l e t t e r  which a l l eged  t h a t  he had es tab l i shed  
For t  Chr is t ianna and the  Virginia  Indian Company as a means of f i n a n c i a l  self- 
aggrandizement. 

(See Continuation Sheet 89 )  
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Although Spotswood attempted t o  defend himself a g a i n s t  a l l  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  l e v e l e d  
a t  him and vigorously argued the  r a t i o n a l e  behind and success of the  es tabl ishment  
of both t h e  f o r t  and the  Indian Company, the  For t  Christ ianna p r o j e c t  began t o  f a l t e r -  
The men assigned a s  guards a t  For t  Chr is t ianna refused t o  range t h e  woods. Men 
h i red  t o  t r a n s p o r t  t r a d e  goods t o  and from the  f o r t  refused t o  ven ture  o u t  even though 
they t rave led  i n  groups of f o r t y .  

Many people concluded t h a t  aeeempts t o  c i v i l i z e  the  Indians  weresat  b e s t ,  of  
shor t  term value.  Mark Catesby wrote t h a t  i t  was not  uncommon f o r  "civil ized1'  Indiana 
t o  r e v e r t  t o  t h e i r  n a t i v e  l i f e s t y l e ,  making no f u r t h e r  use  of t h e i r  l ea rn ing .  Hugh 
Jones, i n  1718, recounting a conversation with Cattabav Indians ,  s a i d  t h a t  they 
thought i t  unreasonable t h a t  they be  asked t o  exchange t h e i r  manners and customs, 
s i n c e  they d i d  no t  d e s i r e  the  B r i t i s h  t o  "turn Indian." 

William Byrd, i n  his 1727  History of the Dividing Line,whi le  commenting 
sympathet ical ly  about Spotswood's i n t e n t i o n  of promoting peace through hfs Fort ' Chris t ianna p r o j e c t  and a l lud ing  t o  i ts  success,  saXd t h a t  " a l l  t h e  Pa ins  h e  
[Spotswood] had under aken among the  I n f i d e l s  had no o ther  Ef fec t  b u t  t o  make them 
something c lean l ie r . "  6 

Therefore on May 24, 1718, in  s p i t e  of Spotsvood's meat earnest e f f o r t s  to  see 
Fort Christ ianrncontinued, t h e  House of Burgesses voted t o  abandon t h e  f o r t  and send 
t h e  Indian dh i ld ren  home. Charles G r i f f i n  waa r b v e d  t o  the  College of Will iam and 
Mary. However t h e  Burgesees voiced t h e i r  encouragement f o r  t h e  V i r g i n i a  I n d i a n  
Company t o  mainta in  t h e  f o r t  and school a t  t h e i r  own expense. i f  they so des i red .  
The Indian Company responded by rebui lding the  f o r t ,  perhaps hoping t h a t  t h e  House 
would change i ts opinion.  The e f f o r t  was t o  no a v a i l .  

Later ,  when t h e  p r o j e c t  had been t o t a l l y  abandoned by t h e  V i r g i n i a  I n d i a n  Company, 
Spotswood, out  of l o y a l t y  and a f f e c t i o n  toward the  Sapony t r i b e  who had been s o  
enduringly cooperat ive ,  moved them i n t o  t h e  s a f e t y  of the  r e b u i l t  f o r t  when they 
were threatened by northen Indians. They resided the re  u n t i l  1732. 

Dn December 10, 1730, Henry Harrison, Thomas Cocke, Thomas Ravencroft  and 
Joseph Allen conveyed t h e  1,000 acrea on the  nor th  s i d e  of t h e  Meherrin and 1000 
acres  on the  south s i d e ,  e q u i d i s t a n t  from the  cen te r  of Fort Chr i s t i anna ,  t o  
Benjamin Edwards. This deed r e f e r e  t o  the land a s  t h a t  which had formerly belonged 
t o  the  Virginia ,  Indian Company. 

After Fort Chris t ianna was t o t a l l y  abandoned by t h e  Saponiea, i t  f e l l  t n t o  
obscurity. The road near Chris t ianna i e  named For t  Road a s  e a r l y  as 1748 
i n  Brunswick County records.  Pe te r  Fontaine, a Lunenburg County surveyor and 
descendant of d i a r i s t  of John Fontsine ,sketched t h e   fort'^ l o c a t i o n  on a d e t a i l e d  
chart he drew a t  the head of a l e t t e r  he wrcte in 1752. Be descr ibed it as being 
deser ted.  The ~ ~ n t a i ~ ~  map, which conta i~g  longi tude and l a t i t u d e  readings ,  

(See Continuation Sheet #lo) 
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compared with  t h e  appropria te  modern U.S.G.S.  topograhic map, dep i c t s  t h e  f o r t  t o  be 
s i t u a t e d  almost p r ec i s e ly  where i t  has been located archaeological ly  (Figure 7). 

When cartographer Herman Boye mapped ~ru&wick  County i n  1823 he l a b e l l e d  the 
Fort  Chris t ianna s i t e  a s  "Old Fort" and depicted it precisely  uhere  the  a rchaeo log ica l  
remains of For t  Christ ianna have been found. (Figure 8). 

The 1920 U. S. G.S. survey map, "White pla ins ,"  def ines  t he  gene ra l  area as For t  
H i l l  (Figure 9). A March 11, 1924 deed conveying th ree  and three-four ths  a c r e s  of 
land t o  t h e  Colonial Dames of America s t a t e s  t ha t  the  acreage i e  a "por t ion of t h e  
t r a c t  of land known as 'For t  H i l l  P lan ta t ion '  which includes t h e  site of t h e  f r o n t i e r  
f o r t  e rec ted  i n  the  year  1714 during the  administration of 
Governor of the  colony of Virginia ,  and known a s  'Fort Chris t lanna.  
included which dep ic t s  t he  loca t ion  (Figure 10).  

I Thus, archaeological ,  cartographic,  and documentary eviddnce p r e c i s e l y  coincide 
with  respect  t o  t h e  i den t i f i c a t i on  of Fort  Christ ianna during t h e  1977-78 VRCA survey. 

The For t  Chriatianna Archaeological D i s t r i c t  derives i t s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  from t h e  
unique research p o t e n t i a l  inherent  i n  the  nominated acreage. The site of Fo r t  
Christ ianna i t s e l f  i s  the  only known, conclusively i den t i f i ed ,  m i l i t a r y  s i t e  
of its type i n  Virginia .  The f a c t  t ha t  th ree  contemporaneous v i s i t o r s  t o  For t  Ch r i s t i -  
anna documented i n  d e t a i l  t h e  appearance and construct ion of F o r t  Chr i s t i anna  provides  
an exce l len t  opportunity t o  ve r i f y  t h e  i d e n t i t y  of what i.s found and to view what survive€ 
i n  t he  ground. Since t h i s  i s  a t ightly-dated contact  period site, a rchaeo log ica l  
excavations of For t  Christ ianna would provide considerable i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  c u l t u r a l  
i n t e r ac t i on  between two d iverse  e thn ic  groups, the  B r i t i s h  and t h e  Indian,  a t  a given 
time. Much valuable  information about dai ly  l i f e  i n  a f r o n t i e r  environment could be 
gained. Trade pa+ t e rn s  may a l s o  be demonetrated by a study of t h e  m a t e r i a l  c u l t u r e  
a t  Fort  Christ ianna.  Excavation of t he  bui ldings  located wi th in  t h e  p a l i s a d e  should 
provide a r c h i t e c t u r a l  and a r t i f a c t u a l  information on f r o n t i e r  academic and ecc lea ias -  
t i c a l  s t r u c t u r e s  and prac t ices .  Additionally,  an understanding of t h e  schoolmaster ' s  
everyday l i f e  a r  Forc Chrietianna should be a t t a i nab l e .  

John Fontatnets  de t a i l ed  descr ip t ion  of a contact  period Ind ian  town loca t ed  
i n  c lose  proximity t o  B r i t i s h  se t t lements  provides a unique opportuni ty  f o r  ar- 
chaeological  research i n t o  thC impact of B r i t i sh  cu l tu re  on t he  Vi rg in ia  Indian. In 
addi t ion  t o  descr ibing the  Sapony Indian town, Fontaine a l so  noted c a r e f u l l y  Ind ian  
dress, l i f e s t y l e ,  and mode of government. He recorded phonical ly  many Ind ian  vords, 
with t h e i r  English equivalents.  Thus, archaeological  excavation of the  Sapony 
Indian town s i t e  would provide an opportunity f o r  de t a i l ed  an thropolog ica l  research.  

(See Continuation Sheet #11) 
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Excavation of Governor Spotswood's Tort Christianna residence would provide 
considerable insight into the material culture of a colonial Governor, in particular, 
his response to a frontier environment. The presence of "a handeome house" costing 
500-600 t in a frontier wilderness is intrinsically unique. Much architectural 
information could be derived from its scientific excavation. As well, data could be 
gathered about Spotswood's earlier life, in the years prior to hie marriage. 

Numerous opportunitiee for research parallels exist between the site of Gemnna 
in Orange County and Fort Christianna. At both locations, toward the same military 
objective, Spotswood contemporaneously constructed frontier forts, described in the 
documentary evidence as markedly diesimilar, and placed what he considered lbwer 
status ethnic grollps at each site to be a human frontier barrier. As vell, he built 
personal residences in both localities and attempted to encourage settlement in the 
vicinity. He also undertook to establish churches at both localities. Thus, careful 
archaeological and historical research on both sites vould yield much information 
about the variability of frontier life, early eighteenth-century military fortffi- 

! cations, crose-cultural contact and the personal response of a Royal Governor to 
the Frontier. 

Inclusion of the Fort Christianna Archaeological Dietrict in the National Register 
of Historic Places would assure the preservation of many unique, interelated ar- 
chaeological components, all of which remain essentially intact. 

M.W. M. 

(See Continuation Sheet #12 for footnotes) 
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