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1. Name 
historic Campbell County Courthouse 

andlor common 

2. Location 

street & number U.S. Route 501 - not for publication 

. , 

city, town ' . R u s t b u r g .  , c .  - -  ' - vicinity 'of '" 
. ' , . . . .  , . .  . a ' . .  . . . , ,  . . . . . .  I . _ , .  . -  

congressional district Fifth (W 

. . . . 
Virginia  c6de 5 1  . : . . ,.. .dbunty .. Campbell- ... -.: - .  .code 031 . state 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 
- district X public X_ occupied - agriculture - museum 
X building&) - private - unoccupied - commercial - park 
- structure - both w o r k  in progress - educational - private residence 
- site Public Acquisition Accessible - entertainment - religious 
- object - in process - yes: restricted X government - scientific 

- being considered X, yesi unrestricted - industrial - transportation 
. , . . .  "I . . . . - . .  ...milit;ry. . . . . . . . .  

' no - - other: 

. . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . .  4. Owner of Property - - - .  - - 

name county' of 'Campbell, c/o Chairman, Board of Supervisors . - * 

street & number P'.' 0. Box, 100 

Rustburg 
citv. town - vicinitv of 

Virginia  24588 
state 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Campbell County Ox~r thouse  

street & number 

city, town 
Rustburg 

state . Virginia 

6. Representa.tion in Existing Surveys 
Virginia His tor ic  Landmarks 

title Commission Survey has this property been determined elegible? - yes - X no 

date - federal - X state - countv - local 

depositoryfor survey records Virginia  His tor ic  Landmarks Commission, 221 Governor S t r e e t  

city, town Richmond state Virginia  23219 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
- excellent X -deteriorated - unaltered - original site 
X - good -ruins X altered -moved date 

-lair -unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Campbell County Courthouse i s  located on the north s ide  of U.S. Route 501 i n  Rust- 
burg. The two-story, T-shaped, Flemish-bond brick ed i f ice  was erected i n  1848-49. The 
s t ructure  is the visual  focal point  f o r  t h i s  small courthouse town and overlooks the ro l l ing  
h i l l s  of Campbell County. 

The facade (south) is dominated by a pedimented portico t h a t  she l te rs  the main entrance. 
S i t t i ng  on a high podium, the portico has four unfluted Doric columns, a Doric entablature, 
and an unpierced tympanum. The port ico she l te rs  the  main entry which has paneled double 
doors framed by plain  archi t rave trim and topped by a ramped stone l i n t e l  with a molded 
keystone and turned corner blocks. The building also has a number of secondary entrances 
which consis t  of both double and s ingle  doors topped by f l a t  l i n t e l s  with turned corner blocks 
Fenestration consis ts  of 9/9 hung-sash windows, a l so  topped by stone l i n t e l s  with turned 
corner blocks, and hung louvred shut ters .  The cross-gable roof is covered by standing-seam 
sheet metal. Two brick chimneys break the roof l i ne .  The present octagonal cupola with an 
eagle weather vane replaces an e a r l i e r  lower one. 

The c i r c u i t  court  is located on the main f loor ,  and the d i s t r i c t  court  i s  on the ground 
f loor  of the building's  main block. The c i r c u i t  courtroom is  the most distinguished space 
and remains i n  an excellent s t a t e  of preservation. The focal point  of the  room is the 
judge's bench. Behind the modern bema i s  a Greek Revival aedicnle t h a t  has Doric p i l a s t e r s  
and a f ine ly  ornamented entablature. The p i l a s t e r s  have fretwork i n  the  shaf ts ,  possibly 
following p la tes  i n  Asher Benjamin's popular pat tern book The Pract ical  House Carpenter. 
The aedicule contains the  emblem of the  all-seeing eye, a symbol for  impartial  jus t ice ,  t h a t  
consis ts  of a glass  eye with projecting rays. The courtroom contains a very f ine  Greek Revive 
cornice and paneled ce i l i ng  featuring elaborate p las te r  medallions. The room's openings are  
framed by syrmnetrical architrave tr im with turned corner blocks. The or ig ina l  spectators '  
benches remain i n  place. A judge's chair ,  dating t o  the 1850s, i s  preserved i n  the judge's 
chamber located behind the courtroom. The d i s t r i c t  courtroom below has been extensively 
renovated and preserves no or ig ina l  distinguishing features.  The rear  e l l  houses the court  
o f f ices  and has been extensively reworked. A number of county-affiliated o f f i c e  buildings 
t ha t  date t o  the  20th century a r e  located t o  the  rear  (north) of the  courthouse, outside the 
Register bounds. These s t ructures  include the county o f f i ce  building, the  c le rk ' s  o f f ice ,  
and the county administration building. Private lawyers' o f f ices  a r e  s i tua ted  t o  the west 
of the courthouse. I t  should be noted tha t  the  courthouse has been sandblasted. 

RCC 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION: 

The Campbell County Courthouse is nominated on a one-acre t r a c t  of land tha t  includes 
only the courthouse building. While the  courthouse i s  p a r t  of a l a rger  county complex, the 
s t ructures  i n  the  complex a l l  date t o  the  20th century and a r e  not connected with the court- 
house's h i s to r i ca l  o r  a rch i tec tura l  significance. 



8. Significance 

Period 
- prehistoric 
- 1400-1499 
- 1500-1599 
- 1600-1699 
- 1700-1799 
X 1800-1899 
- 1900- 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
- archeology-prehistoric -community planning l a n d s c a p e  a r c h i t e c t u r e  religion 
- archeology-historic - conservation X law - science 
- agriculture -economIc~ - literature - sculpture . . X architecture -education ' - mllltary - social1 
-art - engineering -music humanitarian 
-commerce - exploration/settlement - philosophy -theater 
-communications -industry - politicslgovemment t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

invention - other (specify) 

Specific dates 1848- 49 BuilderIArchitect John W i l l s  

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNPICANCE 

The Commonwealth's courthouses have a s i g n i f i c a n t  p lace  i n  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  h i s t o r y  of 
t h e  s t a t e  and nat ion.  Spanning t h r e e  cen tu r i e s ,  t h e  courthouse bui ld ings  represent  a v a r i e t y  
of a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s t y l e s  and types,  each possessing an important p lace  i n  county, s t a t e ,  and 
nat ional  developments. The most f a m i l i a r  i n s t i t u t i o n  of  republican government i n  t h e  county, 
the  Campbell courthouse is a d is t inguished example i n  t h e  Greek Revival s t y l e  and was b u i l t  
between 1848-184gby John W i l l s .  The i n t e r i o r ,  wi th  i t s  e labora te  plasterwork and c e i l i n g ,  
ranks a s  one of  t h e  best-preserved antebellum courtrooms. Especial ly i n t e r e s t i n g  is t h e  r a r e  
use wi th in  t h e  aed icu le  of t h e  "annuit  coept is"  symbol from t h e  Great Seal  of t h e  United 
S ta tes ,  t h e  only  known example of  i ts  kind i n  Virgin ia .  The design of  t h e  courthouse thus  
r e f l e c t s  t h e  regard and esteem of  t h e  people o f  Campbell County f o r  t h e i r  cour t .  

HISTORICAL BACKGRDUM) 

Following repeated reques ts  by l o c a l  c i t i z e n s  between 1779 and 1781 t o  d iv ide  Bedford 
County, t h e  General Assembly f i n a l l y  ac ted  upon a p e t i t i o n  t o  form a new county i n  1781. The 
county was named Campbell f o r  Gen. William Campbell, Revolutionary War hero of  t h e  B a t t l e  of  
Kings Mountain, who had j u s t  f a l l e n  i n  t h e  Yorktown campaign. With t h e  drawing of t h e  d iv id-  
ing  l i n e  between Bedford and Campbell, New London, t h e  county s e a t  of  Bedford, f e l l  i n  Camp- 
b e l l ' s  por t ion .  The newly formed county used t h e  bui ld ings  a t  New London u n t i l  new county 
bui ld ings  could be e rec ted  a t  a more c e n t r a l  loca t ion .  I n  1783, meeting a t  t h e  house of  
Micajah T e r r e l l ,  a committee was appointed by t h e  cour t  t o  e r e c t  a courthouse and o the r  build- 
ings f o r  county use. Land, known a s  Rust Meadows, was given by Jeremiah Rust f o r  t h i s  purpose 
Later  i n  t h e  19th  century t h e  county s e a t  became known a s  Rustburg. Pa t r i ck  Gibson was paid 
2,356 pounds of tobacco f o r  bu i ld ing  t h e  f i r s t  Campbell County courthouse which was completed 
i n  1785, whereupon t h e  county bui ld ings  a t  New London were sold .  

I t  was no t  u n t i l  t h e  1840s t h a t  t h e  present  courthouse was erec ted  t o  replace  t h e  origina: 
county bui ld ings .  The a r c h i t e c t  and supervisor  of cons t ruct ion  f o r  t h e  new building,  John 
W i l l s ,  was pa id  $200 f o r  h i s  se rv ices .  A number of e n t r i e s  i n  t h e  accounts of t h e  county 
concern var ious  expenses incurred i n  t h e  e rec t ion  of t h e  new courthouse. I n  June of 1848, 
$51.00 were paid  t o  Lindsey Showalter f o r  corner s tones  f o r  t h e  publ ic  squares a s  well  a s  
twelve s tone  s t e p s  and two p i l a s t e r s  f o r  t h e  new courthouse. I n  add i t ion ,  funds were a l l o c a t e <  
f o r  l inseed  o i l  t o  p a i n t  t h e  e x t e r i o r  of  t h e  new bui ld ing,  carpet ing  and cur t a ins  f o r  t h e  
i n t e r i o r ,  and f o r  g l a s s ,  put ty ,  desks, c h a i r s ,  windows, locks ,  and andirons. By 1851 t h e r e  
a r e  no new e n t r i e s  f o r  expenditures, ind ica t ing  t h a t  t h e  new bui ld ing was probably completed 
and paid f o r  by t h a t  time. When completed, t h e  new courthouse must have been considered a 
s t y l i s h  bui ld ing a s  evidenced by i ts  e labora te  i n t e r i o r  plasterwork and c e i l i n g .  The use of  
t h e  "annuit coept is"  symbol wi th in  t h e  aedicule  i s  a unique survival  i n  a Virgin ia  courthouse. 

The county served by t h e  courthouse was r i c h  a g r i c u l t u r a l l y ,  although the re  were a l s o  a 
number of i r o n  furnaces a c t i v e  i n  t h e  county u n t i l  t h e  end of t h e  C i v i l  War. Both t h e  Stauntor 

(See Continuation Sheet #1) 
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b i a .  C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e :  Hoseley & Martin, 1836. 10. Geographical Data \ - 
Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name Rustburg, Va 
UMT References 

161 6181 317i01 [4i112i711i0101 
Zone Eastlng Northing 

- 

Quadrangle scale 1: 24000 

Zone Easting 

Verbal boundary description and justification Beginning a t  a p o i n t  a t  NE corner  of i n t e r s e c t i o n  of 
U.S. 501 and VA 838; thence extending about 175' NW along E s i d e  o f  VA 838; thence extending 
about 200' NE, j u s t  NW of t h e  courthouse; thence extending about 175' SE, along SW s i d e  o f  
d r i v e  loca ted  j u s t  NE o f  t h e  courthouse, t o  NW s i d e  of U.S. 501; thence extending about 200' 
SW along s a i d  s i d e  to  p o i n t  o f  o r i g i n .  

state code county code 

1 Form Prepared By 

name,tltle Virg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission S t a f f  

organization Vi rg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission date May 1981 

street & number 221 Governor S t r e e t  telephone (804) 756-3144 

cltv or town 
Richmond state Virg in ia  23219 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

-national X state - local 

A s  the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
6651, 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 

h by the Heritage ~oiiservation and kecreation Service. 

Tucker H i l l ,  Executive Direc tor  ..... 
title V i r s i n i a  His to r i c  Landmarks Commission date JU$! 1 f i  7QQ1 
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8. SIGNIFICANCE 

and James r i v e r s  were navigable t o  Lynchburg, allowing t r anspor ta t ion  t o  proceed from Campbell 
t o  both t h e  Chesapeake Bay and Albemarle Sound. I n  add i t ion ,  a  branch of the  Norfolk and 
Western Railroad was loca ted  a t  Rustburg,which provided exce l l en t  t r anspor ta t ion  t i e s  t o  the  
western p a r t  of t h e  s t a t e  a s  well  a s  t o  t h e  coas t .  A prosperous county with such exce l l en t  
means of t r anspor ta t ion  would provide s u b s t a n t i a l  business and a c t i v i t y  f o r  i ts county s e a t  
and cour t  f a c i l i t i e s .  






