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I. Name 

historic Edge H i l l  

andlor common N/A 

2. Location 

street & number Route 6 3 2  - - N,& not for publication 

2- vicinity of city, town Woodford 
. - 

state V i r g i n i a  code 51 County Caro l ine  code 033 

Category Ownership Status 
- district - public x occupied 
X building(s) X private - unoccupied 
- structure - both - work in progress 
- site Publ ic Acquisi t ion Accessible 
- object - in process x yes: restricted 

- being considered - yes: unrestricted 
N /A - no 

Present Use 
agriculture - museum 

- commercial - park 
educational A private residence 

- entertainment - religious 
- government - scientific 
- industrial - transportation 
- militarv - other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name M r s .  Roslyn T. Reed 

street & number Route 1, Box 204-B 

city, town Woodf ord N/A vicinity of state V i r g i n i a  22580  

5. .Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Caro l i ne  County Court  House .... . . . 

street & number N / A  . . . . . . . .  

city, town Bowling Green state V i r g i n i a  22427 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys (2) , on t i nua t i on  sheet 

(1) H i s t o r i c  American Bui ld ings  Survey 
title Inven tory  hasthis property been determined eligible? - yes 2 no 

. r  I ' 9 .  

date 1957 _X_ federal - state - countv - local 

depositary for survey records ' .  Lib ra ry  of Congress 

city, town Washington state DC 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
X excellent - deteriorated 2 unaltered _?I_ original site 
- good - ruins -altered - moved date N/A- 
-fair - unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 

Edge H i l l  occupies a  s t e e p  b lu f f  from which t h e r e  a r e  except ional  panoramic views 
of the  broad, wooded bottomlands of t h e  Matta River d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  south  and t h e  high 
grounds beyond, a l l  i n  t h e  spa r se ly  s e t t l e d  western end of Carol ine  County, some t en  
miles  south of Fredericksburg. On t h e  proper ty  i s  a b r i ck ,  two-story p l a n t a t i o n  house 
b u i l t  i n  two s e c t i o n s .  The e a r l i e s t  p a r t  of t h e  house d a t e s  from 1820-21 and conta ins  
i n t e r e s t i n g  Federal  woodwork decorated wi th  fancy reeding and carving i n  a  very individ-  
ua l ized  manner. The l a t e r  po r t ion  of t h e  house was e rec t ed  i n  1841 wi th  obvious at tempt 
t o  conform t o  t h e  e a r l i e r  s ec t ion .  Across t h e  f i e l d  t o  t h e  west of t h e  house i s  a l a r g e  
wooden bui ld ing  sheathed i n  board-and-batten s i d i n g  and covered by a  shallow hipped roof .  
This  s t r u c t u r e ,  b u i l t  i n  1857, was o r i g i n a l l y  t h e  Edge H i l l  Academy, a  boys' school  
operated by t h e  owner of Edge H i l l .  The bui ld ing  is c u r r e n t l y  used a s  a  barn bu t ,  d e s p i t e  
the  downgrading of i t s  funct ion ,  i t  i s  r e l a t i v e l y  w e l l  preserved and conta ins  many of i ts  
o r i g i n a l  i n t e r i o r  appointments. To t h e  west of t h e  academy bui ld ing  a r e  t h e  s i t e s  of 
approximately three  cab ins  where t h e  academy s t u d e n t s  l i v e d .  The Edge H i l l  p roper ty  was 
occupied a s  e a r l y  a s  1714 and may con ta in  a rchaeologica l  s i t e s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  Downer 
family who l ived  the re  f o r  over a  century  before  t h e  p resen t  house was e rec t ed .  No 
archaeologica l  survey has  been undertaken on t h e  proper ty .  

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

Edge H i l l  is loca ted  o f f  r u r a l  r o u t e  632 i n  t h e  western edge of Carol ine  County 
about t en  mi les  south of Fredericksburg and some t h r e e  m i l e s  e a s t  of I n t e r s t a t e  Highway 
95. The s e t t i n g  remains remote and unspoiled. The house i s  approached d i r e c t l y  from 
the  nor th  along a t ree- l ined  lane ,  a c r o s s  a  pas ture .  The house is  s i t e d ,  a s  i t s  name 
implies ,  on t h e  edge of a  s t eep  b lu f f  from which a r e  obtained panoramic views of t h e  
f l a t ,  wooded bottomlands of t h e  Matta River and t h e  high ground a m i l e  o r  more beyond. 
Except f o r  a  t ransmission l i n e  t o  t h e  e a s t  of t h e  house, t h e  views and s e t t i n g  remain . 
unspoiled by modern i n t r u s i o n .  

The Edge H i l l  house is a five-bay, Federa l  p l a n t a t i o n  dwell ing t y p i c a l  of t h e  type  
erec ted  i n  t h e  Fredericksburg a rea  i n  t h e  e a r l y  19th  century.  Its e x t e r i o r  is f a i r l y  
p l a i n  and r egu la r  and echoes t h e  r a t h e r  s t i f f  Georgian s t y l e  of e a r l i e r  decades. Although 
uni ted  by a  gable  r o o f ,  t h e  house i s  b u i l t  i n  two s e c t i o n s ;  t h e  t h r e e  bays t o  t h e  e a s t ,  
containing t h e  e n t r a n c e , c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s t r u c t u r e  of around 1820. The brickwork 
i n  both s e c t i o n s  i s  noteworthy, being l a i d  i n  Flemish bond wi th  t h i n  beaded j o i n t s .  
The entrances on both f r o n t  and back a r e  given emphasis wi th  round-arch transoms 
containing Federal-type t r ace ry .  The a r c h  on t h e  f r o n t  (nor th)  en t rance  is emphasized 
by t h e  wedge-shaped b r i c k  forming t h e  a rch  i t s e l f ,  a  s t r e t c h e r  and header deep. The 
main window openings a r e  topped by splayed j ack  a rches  using o rd ina ry  b r i c k  r a t h e r  than 
s p e c i a l l y  shaped b r i cks .  Most of t h e  o r i g i n a l  s a sh  and much o l d  g l a s s  remain i n  t h e  
windows. The f i r s t - f l o o r  windows have 919 sash  and t h e  second-floor windows have 916 
sash ,  a l l  framed by louvred b l inds .  The no r th  s i d e  a t  one t ime had a  one-story porch 
(probably n o t  o r i g i n a l )  bu t  t h i s  has  been removed and replaced  by a  b r i c k  s toop.  A 
l i n e  i n  t h e  brickwork t o  t h e  w e s t  of t h e  en t rance ,  now covered by ivy ,  marks t h e  d iv i s ion  
between t h e  e a r l i e s t  p a r t  of t h e  house and t h e  1841 add i t ion .  The a d d i t i o n  conforms t o  
t h e  o r i g i n a l  s ec t ion  by having v i r t u a l l y  i d e n t i c a l  brickwork, window d e t a i l i n g ,  and 
d e n t i l  corn ice ,  so t h e  no r th  facade has the  appearance of a  f a i r l y  s tandard  five-bay 
house of the  period. 

(See Continuat ion Sheet b l )  
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7. DESCRIPTION -- A r c h i t e c t u r a l  Analysis 

The house i s  s e t  i n  a  p l easan t ,  spacious yard informal ly  p lanted  with shrubbery 
and a  v a r i e t y  of t r e e s .  A fence ac ross  t h e  south  end of t h e  yard sepa ra t e s  i t  from 
a  s t eep  h i l l  which descends t o  a  f i e l d  and woods below and eventua l ly  t o  t h e  Matta River.  

The academy bu i ld ing  is loca ted  a c r o s s  a  p a s t u r e  t o  t h e  west of t h e  house. It i s  
a  l a r g e ,  three-bay s t r u c t u r e  wi th  a high b r i c k  foundation and board-and-batten s id ing  
above. The roof is a  shallow hipped roof wi th  a  monitor v e n t i l a t o r .  The bui ld ing  i s  
b a s i c a l l y  Greek Revival i n  f e e l i n g  wi th  l a r g e  windows and p l a i n  moldings. S teps  t h a t  
o r i g i n a l l y  ascended t o  t h e  f r o n t  door above t h e  basement en t rance  have been removed so 
t h a t  t h e  only e n t r y  is now i n t o  t h e  basement. The bui ld ing  i s  p resen t ly  used a s  a  s to rage  
barn but  i s  being maintained aga ins t  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  and preserves  a  number of i t s  o r i g i n a l  
i n t e r i o r  f i t t i n g s  inc luding  an i n s i d e  s t a i r ,  o r i g i n a l  i n t e r i o r  doors with t h e  room numbers 
s t i l l  pa in ted  on them- and a  few smal l  she lves  and cab ine t s .  There i s  an e x t e r i o r  end 
chimney on e i t h e r  s i d e ,  bu t  i t  is apparent  t h a t  t h e  bui ld ing  was always heated with s toves  
r a t h e r  than  open f i r e s .  Although i ts  use  i s  downgraded, t h e  o r i g i n a l  cha rac te r  of t h e  
bui ld ing ,  both i n s i d e  and out ,  i s  e n t i r e l y  evident  and could be r e s to red .  

I n  t h e  woods behind t h e  academy bui ld ing ,  marked by overgrown rubble ,  a r e  t h e  s i t e s  
of approximately t h r e e  co t t ages  where t h e  academy s tuden t s  were housed. The o r i g i n a l  
appearance of t h e  c o t t a g e s  i s  unknown bu t  could be  determined by a rchaeo log ica l  i nves t i -  
ga t ion .  The s i t e  of t h e  mid-18th-century Downer res idence  and r e l a t e d  s i t e s  probably 
e x i s t  somewhere wi th in  t h e  nominated a r e a ;  however no archaeologica l  survey has  been 
undertaken on t h e  property.  
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6. REPRESENTATION I N  EXISTING SURVEYS 

(2 )  Virgin ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission Survey 
1973, 1982 S t a t e  
Virg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission, 221 Governor S t r e e t  
Richmond, Virg in ia  23219 

7. DESCRIPTION -- Arch i t ec tu ra l  Analysis  

On t h e  r e a r  o r  south  f r o n t ,  t h e  a d d i t i o n  p r o j e c t s  deeper than t h e  e a r l i e r  po r t ion  
t o  accommodate a  double-pile plan.  The roof of t h e  a d d i t i o n  accordingly s lopes  a t  a  
d i f f e r e n t ,  more shallow angle.  The a t t i c  framing i n  t h e  l a t e r  s e c t i o n  cu r ious ly  has 
an e x t r a  s e t  of r a f t e r s  framed f o r  a lower rear s lope .  The only explanat ion  f o r  t h i s  
is t h a t  t h e  p lans  were changed during cons t ruc t ion  and t h e  r a f t e r s  were l e f t  i n  p lace ;  
they obviously never held a  roof d i r e c t l y .  Also t o  accommodate t h e  double-pi le  plan,  t h e  
add i t ion  has  two i n t e r i o r  end chimneys whi le  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s e c t i o n  has  only one. The 
chimneys a l l  have simple corbeled caps. 

On t h e  west s i d e  of t h e  house is a modern garage a d d i t i o n  wi th  an apartment above. 
The a d d i t i o n  is a r c h i t e c t u a l l y  sympathetic and makes no s i g n i f i c a n t  impact on t h e  
appearance of the  house. 

The i n t e r i o r  of Edge H i l l  i s  remarkably w e l l  preserved.  The only noteworthy modern 
a l t e r a t i o n  i s  the  remodeling of t h e  s t a i r .  Or ig ina l ly ,  a s  many s t a i r s  i n  Carol ine County 
houses a r e  cons t ruc ted ,  t h e  s t a i r  was completely enclosed,  ascending between wa l l s .  The 
present  owner, however, had t h e  p a r t i t i o n  wa l l  removed so t h a t  t h e  s t a i r  i s  now open 
and has a  simple Federa l -s ty le  r a i l i n g  and open s t r i n g .  A s  b u i l t  i n  1820, t h e  house had 
a  s ide-ha l l  p lan  with what was apparent ly  only one main room per  f l o o r .  The f i r s t - f l o o r  
drawing room i n  t h e  e a r l y  s e c t i o n  wi th  its unusual Federa l  woodwork i s  of t h e  g r e a t e s t  
i n t e r e s t .  The wa l l s  a r e  decorated wi th  a  f l a t  paneled wainscot wi th  a  c h a i r  r a i l  orna- 
mented i n  a  reeded chevron design running sideways. The windows have paneled jambs, and 
surrounding t h e  top of t h e  room is a molded corn ice .  The most important f e a t u r e  of t h e  
room is an ext raord inary  p rov inc ia l ly  i n t e r p r e t e d  Adam-style mantel decorated wi th  oval ,  
round, and pointed pa te ra  i n  i t s  f r i e z e .  A d e n t i l m o l d i n g  wi th  hollow d e n t i l s  is employed 
i n  t h e  corn ice  s h e l f ,  and s lender  s i n g l e  co lonnet tes  support ing cur ious  p ro jec t ing  she lves  
f l a n k  t h e  f i r e p l a c e  opening. On t h e  f a r  s i d e  of each co lonne t t e  i s  a s t r ange  v e r t i c a l  
band composed of c i r c l e - type  ornaments above which is a diamond-shaped panel .  Indeed, no 
o ther  mantel q u i t e  l i k e  t h i s  has  been observed i n  t h e  reg ion .  

Across t h e  cen te r  h a l l  a r e  two roons in  t h e  l a t e r  s ec t ion :  a  d in ing  room and what 
was probably a  bedroom now used a s  a  k i tchen .  The k i t chen  has  been subdivided on i ts  
e a s t  s i d e  t o  provide space f o r  a  t o i l e t  and a  pantry.  The woodwork i n  these  two rooms 
has symmetrical a r c h i t r a v e  t r i m  wi th  turned corner  blocks except f o r  t h e  window t r i m  
which i s  f a i r l y  simple mi tered  a r c h i t r a v e .  The d in ing  room mantel  i s  a f a i r l y  s tandard 
Greek Revival mantel of t h e  period;  t h e  k i t chen  mantel  has  been removed. 

The bedroom above t h e  drawing room has  a  mantel almost a s  i n t e r e s t i n g  a s  t h a t  below 
i t .  I n  t h i s  case  a  type of shouldered a r c h i t r a v e  wi th  reeded backband i s  employed. I n  
t h e  f r i e z e  is a diamond p a t t e r n .  Flanking t h e  mantel a r e  c l o s e t s  wi th  paneled doors.  
The woodwork i n  t h e  bedrooms i n  t h e  l a t e r  s e c t i o n  p a r a l l e l s  t h a t  below them. The south- 
west bedroom is on a l e v e l  s e v e r a l  s t e p s  below because of t h e  lower roof l i n e  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  
The room conta ins  a  b u i l t - i n  wardrobe which has  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  contemporary i n s c r i p t i o n  
dat ing the  a d d i t i o n  on t h e  i n s i d e  of t h e  door. 

/cno rnn+inllstinn <hoo+ It?\ 



Period 
- prehistoric 

1400-1499 
- 1500-1 599 
- 1600-1699 
- 17OC-1799 
A 1800-1 899 
- 1900- 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
- archeology-prehistoric c o m m u n i t y  planning - landscape architecture- religion 
2 archeology-historic - conservation - law -science 
- agriculture -economics X literature -sculpture 
2L architecture 2L education -military - social1 
- art - engineering - music humanitarian 
-commerce explorationlsettlement - philosophy -theater 
- communications -industry - politicslgovernment - transportation 

- invention - other (specify) 

ouse. ca .  
Specific dates icademy: :::$' BuilderlArchitect Unknown 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Scen ica l ly  loca ted  on t h e  edge of a b lu f f  overlooking t h e  bottomlands of t h e  Matta 
River,  Edge H i l l  con ta ins  two h i s t o r i c  bui ld ings :  a Federa l  p l a n t a t i o n  dwelling and an 
antebellum academy bui ld ing .  The house, a f i n e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of t h e  r e g i o n ' s  r u r a l  
Federal  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  was b u i l t  i n  two sec t ions .  The e a r l i e s t  d a t e s  from 1820-21 and 
was b u i l t  f o r  Rice Schooler who had t h e  house enlarged ca .  1840 by adding t h e  western h a l f ,  
giving i t  a formal, symmetrical five-bay facade.  The house i s  notable  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  
the  h ighly  indiv idual ized  Federa l  woodwork i n  t h e  o l d e s t  s e c t i o n  which conta ins  pro- 
v i n c i a l l y  i n t e r p r e t e d  Adam-style mot i f s .  The whole s t r u c t u r e  i s  i n  an exce l l en t  s t a t e  

I of p rese rva t ion  making i t  a good document of r eg iona l  bui ld ing  techniques of both t h e  
1 1820s and 1840s. The academy bui ld ing  was e rec t ed  i n  1857 by Rice Schooler 's  son, 

Samuel Schooler,  a noted scho la r ,  w r i t e r ,  and m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r  of t h e  e ra .  Known a s  
the  Edge H i l l  Academy, t h e  p r i v a t e  boys' school was founded by Schooler t o  meet t h e  
growing demand of Virg in ians  wanting t r a i n i n g  f o r  higher  educat ion.  Although t h e  academy 
closed i n  t h e  l a t e  1860s, t h e  bui ld ing ,  now preserved a s  a barn, surv ives  a s  an important 
and r a r e  example of r u r a l  p r i v a t e  school  a r c h i t e c t u r e  of t h e  antebellum per iod .  The 
property conta ins  a rchaeologica l  s i t e s  of cabins  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  academy and may have s i t e s  
r e l a t i n g  t o  18th-century occupat ion of t h e  proper ty .  

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

Edge H i l l  s t ands  on land which may have been occupied a s  e a r l y  a s  1714. I n  t h a t  
year ,  Rice W i l l i a m s  and John Downer pa tented  740 a c r e s  on a fo rk  of t h e  Mattaponi River 
i n  t h a t  po r t ion  of King William County t h a t  l a t e r  became Carol ine County. Severa l  
e n t r i e s  i n  the  pa ten t  records  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  John Downer l i v e d  i n  t h i s  a r e a  and l i k e l y  had 
a dwelling somewhere on t h i s  e leva ted  s i te  overlooking t h e  fo rk  of t h e  r i v e r ' s  headwaters. 
Another John Downer, probably a grandson o r  g r e a t  grandson, died ca .  1796 wi th  h i s  property 
being d iv ided  among h i s  h e i r s  and Samuel Schooler ,  a r e s i d e n t  of neighboring Spotsylvania 
County. Tax records  f o r  Carol ine  County and census m a t e r i a l  from t h e  per iod  i n d i c a t e  
t h a t  Samuel Schooler never l i v e d  on t h e  63 a c r e s  he  acquired from John Downer's e s t a t e ;  
however, records  do show t h a t  t h e  proper ty  was occupied by a t enan t ,  John Hopkins,who 
probably l i v e d  i n  a modest dwelling assessed  a t  $50 i n  1820. 

I n  1820-21, Rice Schooler,  son of ~ a m h e l  Schooler ,  assembled 347 a c r e s  from lands  
belonging t o  h i s  f a t h e r ,  Walker Downer, and Sarah Hippen, and b u i l t  a house valued i n  
t h e  t ax  r eco rds  a$-.$1500. He mortgaged t h e  proper ty  f o r  t h r e e  yea r s  t o  E. D.  Withers, 
perhaps t o  r a i s e  money f o r  t h e  house's cons t ruc t ion .  The po r t ion  of the  house b u i l t  
a t  t h i s  time conta ins  t h e  p resen t  h a l l  and p a r l o r  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of t h e  s t r u c t u r e .  
Here, over  t h e  next  t h i r t y  yea r s ,  Rice Schooler r a i s e d  h i s  family of four  daughters 
and two sons,  inc luding  Samuel Schooler born i n  1827. He acquired a d d i t i o n a l  acreage 

I 
i n  t h e  a r e a  and around 1840, added t h e  western p o r t i o n  of t h e  house which was assessed  
a t  $500. I n  1846, Rice Schooler bought 355 a c r e s  from t h e  ad jacent  e s t a t e  o f  George 

I 
I (See Continuat ion Sheet A 3 )  
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8 .  SIGNIFICANCE -- H i s t o r i c a l  Background 

Connor which contained bu i ld ings  valued a t  $500. The l o c a t i o n  of these  s t r u c t u r e s  i s  
unknown. The 1850 census i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  Rice Schooler was a success fu l  farmer wi th  
r e a l  e s t a t e  valued a t  $8050. 

Rice Schooler died i n  1853 and named h i s  o l d e s t  son, Samuel, a s  h i s  executor .  
Samuel Schooler had received an exce l l en t  educat ion a t  home and was graduated a t  t h e  head 
of the  Univers i ty  of V i rg in i a  c l a s s  of 1846. A t  t h e  time of h i s  f a t h e r ' s  death,  he was 
teaching i n  Hanover County, having previous ly  taught  i n  Millwood, Clarke County. He 
returned t o  Carol ine,  and a f t e r  some l i t i g a t i o n  between him and h i s  mother, acquired h i s  
f a t h e r ' s  property i n  a  deed dated 1860. P r i o r  t o  t h i s ,  i n  1857 he b u i l t  t h e  academy 
building which s t ands  t o  t h e  west of t h e  mansion house f o r  t h e  school  he founded c a l l e d  
Edge H i l l  Academy. During t h e  time Samuel Schooler  was opera t ing  t h i s  school ,  he  wrote 
a  "desc r ip t ive  Geometry", which was widely acclaimed and used a s  a  t e x t  book a t  the  
Universi ty of Virg in ia  f o r  many yea r s .  

There was increased i n t e r e s t  i n  a l l  a s p e c t s  of educat ion  during t h e  1840s and 1850s 
i n  Vi rg in i a .  Graduates of t h e  Univers i ty  of V i rg in i a  and t h e  Virg in ia  M i l i t a r y  I n s t i t u t e  
flooded the  market and t h e i r  enthusiasm f o r  i n s t r u c t i n g  youngsters  and preparing them 
f o r  higher  educat ion l ed  t o  t h e  establ ishment  of a  number of academically demanding 
schools .  Samuel Schooler belonged t o  t h i s  movement and h i s  academy i n  i ts  b r i e f  h i s t o r y  
t r a ined  many young men who went on t o  pursue higher  educat ion.  Considered i n  i ts  day 
t o  be an educat ional  establ ishment  of t h e  h ighes t  order ,  i t  included among i ts  graduates  
Aubin Lee Boulware, l a t e r  p re s iden t  of t h e  F i r s t  National  Bank of Richmond. Boulware 
graduated from t h e  Univers i ty  of V i rg in i a  and went on t o  e s t a b l i s h  h i s  own school  i n  
Fredericksburg before  moving on t o  t h e  banking community i n  Richmond. 

Schooler closed t h e  academy f o r  t h e  d u r a t i o n  of t h e  C i v i l  War and served i n  t h e  
Confederate Army a s  a  Captain of A r t i l l e r y  f o r  Ordnance duty. I n  1864 he was ordered 
t o  take charge of t h e  Reserve Ordnance Tra in  of t h e  Army of Northern Virg in ia .  According 
t o  Carol ine County's leading  h i s t o r i a n ,  Marshal l  Wingfield, w r i t i n g  i n  1924, many of 
Captain Schooler ' s  i deas  were ailopted by t h e  Ordnance Department and were f a c t o r s  i n  
promoting t h e  e f f i c i ency  of t h a t  s e rv ice .  I n  co l l abora t ion  wi th  h i s  brother-in-law, 
Colonel W.  L. Broun, he o r ig ina ted  a  system of C i v i l  Serv ice  i n  t h e  Confederate Army 
which l a t e r  was appl ied  i n  t h e  establ ishment  of t h e  f i r s t  United S t a t e s  C i v i l  Service.  

Among Samuel Schooler ' s  o the r  t a l e n t s  was one f o r  w r i t i n g  which he did not  pursue 
t o  the  ex ten t  of teaching and mathematics. One of h i s  l i t e r a r y  p i eces ,  published i n  t h e  
Southern L i t e r a r y  Messenger (Volume 19),was h igh ly  p r a i s e d  by W i l l i a m  Thackery. On 
a v i s i t  t o  Richmond t h e  noted English n o v e l i s t  f a l l e d  i t  "The f i n e s t  p iece  of 
humorous l i t e r a t u r e  ever  w r i t t e n  by an American." 

Schooler died i n  Richmond i n  1873 and i s  buried near  Edge H i l l .  The Edge H i l l  
property passed through t h e  hands of s e v e r a l  owners during t h e  remainder of t h e  19th  
century wi th  t h e  p l a t s  accompanying t h e  t r a n s a c t i o n s  c l e a r l y  showing both t h e  house 
and the  academy. During t h e  1890s i t  was owned, but  not  occupied, by t h e  Dehuff family 
of Lebanon, Pennsylvania.  By 1904, i t  was owned by Samuel H. Evans whose family 
continued t o  own and r e s i d e  on t h e  land u n t i l  1941 when i t  was purchased by M r .  and M r s .  
Roslyn T.  Reed. I n  1944 they a l s o  acquired t h e  Academy t r a c t  so t h a t  once aga in  t h e  
house and school  a r e  under a  s i n g l e  ownership a s  they were under t h e i r  most prominent 
occupant, Samuel Schooler.  

MTP 

(See Continuat ion Sheet i l4) 



NPS Form 10.W. 
w 

OM8 No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 ~ - 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 
EDGE HILL, WOODFORD, VA 
Continuation sheet i /4  Item number 8, 9 .  10 Page 2, 1 , 1 

8. SIGNIFICANCE -- Footnotes 

I ~ a r s h a l l  Wingfield. His tory  of Carol ine County. Baltimore: Regional Publishing 
Company, 1969 ( r e p r i n t  of 1924 e d i t i o n ) ,  p. 134. 
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA -- Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n  

Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n :  The boundaries of t h e  96 a c r e s  included i n  t h e  Edge H i l l  
nomination have been drawn t o  main ta in  a scen ic  r u r a l  s e t t i n g  f o r  t h e  main house and t h e  
academy bui ld ing ,  and t o  conform a s  nea r ly  a s  poss ib l e  wi th  proper ty  boundaries and e x i s t i n g  
surveyed l i n e s .  The proper ty  t o  the  n o r t h  of t h e  house has  been included i n  t h e  nomination 
because t h e  scen ic  view of the  house from t h e  en t rance  t o  t h e  proper ty ,  down t h e  t ree- l ined  
l ane  t o  t h e  house i s  important t o  t h e  v i s u a l  i n t e g r i t y  of t h e  p lace .  Likewise,the view 
from the  house down t h e  h i l l  t o  t h e  south  i s  a very important v i s u a l  component of Edge 
H i l l , t h u s , t h e  h i l l s i d e  has been included.  Most of t h e  t ransmission l i n e  right-of-way 
forming t h e  e a s t e r n  boundary i s  marked by a t h i n  l i n e  of t r e e s ,  thus  making t h i s  a good 
v i s u a l  boundary f o r  t h a t  s i d e  of t h e  proper ty .  The west boundary is comfortably i n  t h e  
woods behind t h e  academy bui ld ing  and inc ludes  t h e  a rchaeologica l  s i t e s  of t h e  academy 
cabins.  
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9. Major Biblioqraphical References ( see  Continuation Sheet / / 4 ~  
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10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 96 Acres 

Quadrangle name Woodf ord. V.4 Quadrangle scale 1 : 24000 
UTM References 

Am 1218141212lol 1 4 i ~ 1 ~ 1 2 1 0 1 1 1 ~ 1  
Zone Easting Northing 

1218141415101 ~ 4 i ~ 1 ~ 1 1 1 8 1 4 1 ~ J  
Zone Easting Northing 

Verbal boundary description and justification Beginning a t  a po in t  a t  t h e  S end of S t a t e  Route 632; 
thence extending about 700' SE t o  t h e  W s i d e  of a t ransmiss ion  l i n e  right-of-way; thence 
about 2700' SSE along t h e  W s i d e  of s a i d  l i n e ;  thence about 2100' h' along t h e  N s i d e  of a 
farm access  road; thence about 1600' NW; thence about 1500' NE t o  S end of 632, t h e  po in t  of 

List all s tates  and counties for properties overlapping state  or county boundaries o r ig in .  
(See Continuation Sheet /I4 

state N /A  code county N/A code 

state N/A code county N /A code 

I 1 Form Prepared By 

nameltitle Virg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission S t a f f  

organization Vi rg in i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission date 1482 

street & number 221 Governor S t r e e t  teleohone (804) 786-3144 

city or town Richmond state Vi rg in i a  23219 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

-national X state local 

A s  the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion in Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures Set forth by th atlenal Park Sewice. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 
H .  Bryan Mitchel l ,  Executive Di rec to r  
title Virg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks date BE C 1 4 1387 
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