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I I ~ N A I P A E  * 

Ff ECEIVED 

1 DATE ENTERED 

i HISTORIC 1 
1 Prospect  H i l l  I 
j AND/OR COMMON i i 

j 
F Q ~ ~ ~ ~ T I ~ ~  A p p r o x i m a t e l y  one m i l e  sou th  o f  U. S.  Rou te  17; . 3  m i l e '  west  of 1 <. 

I 
STREET & NUMBER Snow Creek;  2.2 m i l e s  w e s t  o f  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  U.S. Route 1 7  and 

S t a t e  Rou te  610. 
-NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

CITY, TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
i 
t 
r 

Rappahannock Academy Seventh (J. Kenneth  Robinson) I -  Y VICINITY OF 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 
033 5 1 V i r g i n i a  C a r o l i n e  

i 

! rv'.u :?~-~CLASSIFI CAT ON 
I 
i CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE 

i -DISTRICT -PUBLIC Xoccu PIED -AGRICULTURE -MUSEUM 

J XBUILDING(S) LPRIVATE -UNOCCUPIED -COMMERCIAL -PARK 
I 

i -STRUCTURE -BOTH -WORK I N  PSOGRESS -EDUCATIONAL &PRIVATE RES~DENCE i 
k -SITE PUBLIC ACQUlSlTlON ACCESSlBLE -ENTERTAINMENT -RELIGIOUS . 

-OBJECT -IN PROCESS -YES RESTRICTED -GOVER'NMENT -SCIEYTIFIC I 
-BEING CONSIDERED -YES UNRESTPICTED -1NDUSl SIAL -TRANSPORTATION 

&NO -MILITARY -OTPER, 1 
I 

 OWNER OF PROPERTY - - I t 
NAME 

Mr .  and M r s . - A u s t i n  Hoyt 1 
STREET & NUMBER i 

P rospec t  H i l l ,  ~ i d e w i t ~ r  T r a i l  i 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

i 
I 

I . F rede r i c ksbu rg  - VICINITY OF V i r g i n i a  22401 1 
:BLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

I 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. C a r o l i n e  County Courthouse 
STREET 81 NUMBER \ 1 

CITY. TOWN STATE 
Bow l ing  Green  V i r g i n i a  22427 ! 

+.b* 

RE?RXSXNTATION !N EXISTING SURVEYS ( 2 )  (See C o n t i n u a t i o n  Shee t  41) 1 I 
I .  

TITLE I 
(') H i s t o r i c  A m e r i c a n  B u i l d i n g s  Su rvey  I n v e n t o r y  

DATE 

195  7 XFEDERAL -STATE -COUNTY -LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

T,ibrary o f  Congress - f 
~. 

~- -- 

Cii'!. 1-OWN 3T.975. . . 
Washington,  D, C. 
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CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

XEXCELLENT -DETERIORATED XUNALTEREO XORIGINAL SITE 

-GOOD _RUINS -ALTERED -MOVED DATE 

-FAIR -UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL ( IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Prospect H i l l  i s  a  r o l l i n g ,  twenty-acre t r a c t  s i t u a t e d  near  t h e  Rappahannock River.  
It i s  e n t i r e l y  surrounded by lands belonging to  Sanfee, a  Nat ional  R e g i s t e r  proper ty .  
The dwell ing house a t  Prospect H i l l ,  a  two-story, five-bay s t r u c t u r e  wi th  four  
i n t e r i o r  end chimneys and a  high hipped roof i s  s e t  a t o p  a  grassy  r i s e  fac ing  no r th  
toward t h e  r i v e r .  

The house is  b u i l t  of b r i ck ,  s k i l l f u l l y  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond, wi th  white-painted mor- 
t a r  j o i n t s .  There a r e  we l l - c ra f t ed  f l a t  arches over  the  basement windows and a  gauged 

! e l l i p t i c a l  a r ch  over the  f r o n t  doorway. The f i r s t -  and second-f loor  windows have 
! p l a i n  white  sandstone l i n t e l s  and s i l l s ,  s ix -ove r - s ix  sa sh ,  and louvred b l i n d s .  

Doors were o r i g i n a l l y  loca ted  i n  t h e  second-f loor  c e n t e r  bays of both t h e  f r o n t  and 
I 
I 

t h e  r e a r  facades ,  bu t  t h e s e  were converted t o  windows when t h e  o r i g i n a l  porches were 
! removed i n  the  l a t e  century .  The present  f r o n t  porch, wi th  i t s  s l ende r ,  
! coupled Tuscan columns and mod i l l i on  co rn ice ,  is a  r ecen t  replacement ,  but  the sand- 

s tone  f r o n t  s t e p s  a r e  o r i g i n a l .  The r e a r  porch is a  r e c ~ n s t r u c t i o n  of  a  l a t e  nine- 
teenth-century  porch wi th  turned columns. 

The p r i n c i p a l  e x t e r i o r  decora t ion  i s  the  handsome f r o n t  en t rance .  The wide s i n g l e  
door i s  enframed by unf lu t ed  Roman Doric columns suppor t ing  a  p l a i n  e n t a b l a t u r e .  
These a r e  f lanked by s i d e l i g h t s ,  and t h e  whole is surmounted by an e l l i p t i c a l  transom. 
The mul l ions  o f  both t h e  s i d e l i g h t s  and t h e  transom a r e  composed of t a n g e n t i a l  seg- 
ments of c i r c l e s ;  t h e  s i d e l i g h t s  use  q u a r t e r - c i r c l e s  t o  c r e a t e  a  s e r i e s  of lozenges 
wi th  concave s i d e s .  I n  t h e  transom, a  graduated s e r i e s  o f  t a n g e n t i a l  c i r c l e s  i s  

. surrounded by.graduated t a n g e n t i a l  a r c s .  The s o f f i t  of t h e  a rch  i s  t r e a t e d  wi th  
- - - .  recessed panels .  

The house has a  double-p i le  p lan  wi th  fou r  square rooms of  equa l  dimensions f l ank ing  
a ' c e n t r a l  h a l l .  A t  t h e  r e a r  of  the  h a l l  r i s e s  an open-well s t a i r  w i th  an open s t r i n g  
and round handra i l  which i s  s c r o l l e d  a t  t h e  inconspicuous newel. The h a n d r a i l  i s  
supported on r ec t angu la r  b a l u s t e r s ,  two t o  a  t r ead .  Sawn brackets  ornament t h e  s t e p  
ends. The h a l l  has symmetrical ly molded door and window t r i m  with bu l l ' s - eye  p a t e r a e ,  
as  do t h e  o t h e r  rooms. 

The northwest  ( l i v i n g )  room i s  decorated wi th  a  modern molded c o r n i c e  and an o r i g i n a l  
mantel c o n s i s t i n g  of paneled, pulv ina ted  p i l a s t e r s  suppor t ing  e n t a b l a t u r e  blocks wi th  
inc i sed  panels.  Two long,  superimposed inc i sed  panels  embel l i sh  t h e  f r i e z e ,  and 
t h e  s h e l f  i s  supported on moldings wi th  sharp ,  bold ly  p r o j e c t i n g  p r o f i l e s .  

The mantel i n  t h e  southwest p a r l o r  i s  s i m i l a r  t o  the one i n  t h e  l i v i n g  room, but  t h e  
p i l a s t e r s  a r e  reeded. A c h a i r  r a i l  and c l o s e t s  f l ank ing  t h e  p r o j e c t i n g  chimney 
b r e a s t  a r e  r ecen t  a l t e r a t i o n s .  

I n  t h e  d in ing  (no r theas t )  rdom, t h e  pulvinated p i l a s t e r s  of t h e  l i v i n g  room a r e  used 
again .  Here, t h e  e n t a b l a t u r e  blocks a r e  a l s o  pulv ina ted ,  and two superimposed 
pulvinated bands occupy the  f r i e z e .  A modern molded co rn ice  and c h a i r r a i l  appear 
again.  The door t o  the  passage r e t a i n s  i t s  o r i g i n a l  g ra in ing .  The sou theas t  room 
has been divided i n t o  a  k i t chen  and bathroom. The e x t e r i o r  door i n  t h i s  room . li 

"See Continuat ion Sheet 52 
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7 .  DESCRIPTION : 

i s  t h e  on ly  opening i n  e i t h e r  of  t h e  end w a l l s  of t h e  bui ld ing .  

One frame s l a v e  house su rv ives  about 200 yards e a s t  of the  main home .  It i s  
a two-room, four-bay, center-chimney bu i ld ing  which has been h e a v i l y  a l t e r e d .  
However, o r i g i n a l  clay-lump wa l l  f i l l  i s  s t i l l  v i s i b i e  i n  t h e  r e a r  (no r th )  wal l .  

To ta l ly  surrounded by lands  belonging t o  Santee ,  Prospect H i l l ' s  20 ac res  
form a compact complete u n i t  of land.  



a SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

-PREHISTORIC 

-1400-1499 

1 5 0 0 - 1 5 9 9  

-1600-1699 

-1700-1799 

Xisoo-lass 
-.I 900. 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK A N D  JUSTIFY BELOW 

A R C H E O L O G Y - P R E H I S T O R I C  -COMMUNITY PLANNING -LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

A R C H E O L O G Y - H I S T O R I C  -CONSERVATION -LAW 

A G R I C U L T U R E  -ECONOMICS -LITERATURE 

XARCHITECTURE -EDUCATION -MILITARY 

A R T  - E N G I N E E R I N G  -MUSIC 

-COMMERCE - E X P L O R A T I O N / S E ~ L E M E N T  -PHILOSOPHY 
-COMMUNICATIONS - I N D U S T R Y  -POL~T~CS/GOVERNMENT 

-INVENTION 

-RELIGION 

S C I E N C E  

  SCULPTURE 

-SOCIAWHUMANITARIAN 

-THEATER 

-TRANSPORTATION 

-OTHER (SPECIFY) 

i 
SPECIFIC DATES ca .  1842 BUILDERIARCHITECT I 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE I 
Prospect H i l l  was o r i g i n a l l y  t h e  country home of t h e  prominent Falmouth merchant, 
Bas i l  Cordon. The house ranks among t h e  f i n e s t  examples of p rov inc ia l ,  mid-nineteenth- 
century  p l a n t a t i o n  a r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  t h e  Tidewater reg ion  of  V i rg in i a .  I t s  r e f i n e d  
Flemish-bond brickwork, b e a u t i f u l  f a n l i g h t  doorway, and we l l - c ra f t ed  i n t e r i o r  t r im a l l  
c o n t r i b u t e  t o  i t s  eminence among bu i ld ings  of i t s  e r a .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  i t s  s e t t i n g ,  i n  
an a rea  of t h e  Rappahannock Valley known f o r  i t s  f i n e  houses and unspoi led  coun t rys ide ,  
makes i t  an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  of t h e  h i s t o r i c  f a b r i c  of Carol ine County. 

Because of: t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of  many of  t h e  records of Carol ine County f o r  t h e  per iod  
1758-1845, l i t t l e  is known of  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  Prospect H i l l .  O r i g i n a l l y  p a r t  of the  
B a t t a i l e ,  and l a t e r  t h e  F i t z h u g b l a n d s ,  and thought t o  be t h e  s i t e  of  a  predecessor  of 
the  present  house a t  Santee ,  an ad jacent  p l a n t a t i o n ,  Prospect  H i l l  became the  proper ty  
of Bas i l  Cordon i n  t h e  nia?eteeth century .  His b r o t h e r ,  Samuel Gordon, owned Santee,  ! 
a National  Reg i s t e r  proper ty ,  the  acreage of which now surrounds Prospect  H i l l .  By 
1840, Bas i l  Gordon had accumulated 930 a c r e s  of land ,  a  holding which increased  t o  over  
1,200 acres  t h r e e  yea r s  l a t e r .  An 1843 t a x  a s ses so r  valued h i s  bu i ld ings  a t  $4,000, 
of  which $2,500 was noted a s  having been "added f o r  new bui ld ing ,"  sugges t ing  t h a r  the  1 

present  house was b u i l t  t h e  previous year .  I t s  form, l i k e  t h a t  of i t s  contemporary I 

Santee,  sugges ts  a  s tong ly  conse rva t ive  t a s t e  i n  design.  The symmetrical ly molded door ' i  
and window t r im ,  t h e p l a i n  sandstone window l i n t e l s  and some of t h e  i n t e r i o r  moldings 
a r e  a l l  concessions t o  t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  Greek Revival s t y l e .  However, the  propor t ions  of  
the  house, i t s  high hipped roo f ,  i t s  use of  Flemish-bond brickwork on a l l  four  s i d e s ,  i t s  
e l l i p t i c a l  transom doorway, i t s  use  of  Roman o r d e r s  and many elements of i t s  i n t e r i o r  
trim a l l  r e c a l l  the  t a s t e  of a t  l e a s t  twenty o r  t h i r t y  years  e a r l i e r  and give an impres- 
s i o n  of the  detachment of: t h i s  a r e a  from t h e  fash ionable  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  modes of  t h e  mid- 
n ine teen th  century .  

The house has been r e s t o r e d  i n  r ecen t  years  and is now the  proper ty  of M r .  and M r s .  Austin 
C. Hayt. 

DTU 

MTP 



Carol ine  County Land B o k s ,  1834-1843. - 
Virg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission, National  Reg i s t e r  o f  H i s t o r i c  Places Nomina- 
t i o n  form f o r  Santei., Carol ine  County, V i rg in i a ,  October 1975. 
Wingfield, Marshal l .  His tory  of Caroline County, Richmond: 1924. 

~ G E O G R A P ~ I ~ C A L  DATA $ 

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 20 
UTM REFERENCES 

AM [21913111210j 14t213r3t4toroJ 1 ~ ) 9 ~ 3 1 1 ~ 2 ~ 0 1  I412I3 t3 I0 ,8 ,0 \  
ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

CW ~ 2 ~ 9 1 2 ] 7 ~ 6 , ~ ~  ) 4 1 2 1 3 , 3 1 1 1 ~ 1 ~ ]  OW 1219121716101 14121313!411101 
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

The twenty ac res  comprising t h e  Prospect  H i l l  p roper ty  a r e  bounded by a l i n e  beginning 
a t  a poin t  2 . l m i l e s  WSW of t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of  U.S. Route 17 and S t a t e  Route 610, e a s t  
of  a d i r t  road running from Route 17 through the  e n t i r e  property;  t hen  extending 
approximately 400 f e e t  west,  t hen  200 f e e t  south ,  75 f e e t  west t o  d i r t  road ,  100 f e e t  
nor th ,  100 f e e t  west t o  d i r t  road and then  200 f e e t  south;  t hen  curv ing  400 f e e t  westward, 
then 700 f e e t  southward, then approximately 600 f e e t  eastward t o  i n t e r s e c t i o n  wi th  d i r t  

then cont inuing  200 f e e t  eastward crossinp: d i r t  road. road. (See _cant. Sheet  ::3) 
LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

W FORM PREPARED BY 
N A M E I T I T L E  

V i rg in i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Cotmission S t a f f  
ORGANIZATION DATE 

V i rg in i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission Aunust 1976 
STREET & NUMBER . TELEPHONE 

221 Governor S t r e e t  (804) 786-3143 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Richmond Vi rg in ia  
4 

D S T A T E  HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
1 THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OFTHIS PROPERTY WITHIN T H E  STATE IS 

NATIONAL- STATE LOCAL- 

As the  des~gnated State Htstorlc Presewatlon Off~cer for the Natlonal Hlstorlc Preservation Act of 1966 (PuMlc Law 89-665) 1 

hereby nornmate t h ~ s  property for lnclus~on in t h e  Nat~onal Regrster and certify that rt has been evaluated accord~ng to the 
crlterla and procedure set forth by t Nat~  nal Park Sewlce I - Q-F~Q 

STATE HISTORIC PR SERVATION OF CERSLGNAT 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION: (cont . ) I 
thence extending 200 f e e t  ENE; then 800 f e e t  northward; then curving 300 f e e t  westward; 
thence extending 100 f e e t  northward t o  po in t  of o r i g i n .  
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J A M E S  L. CALVER.  




