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The flazelwood dwelling housc site is situated on a slight rise zmidst

. visited Hazelwood during the War Between the States, and he noted that the

e e e e

1

i
aroad culitivated fields

f— No part of the house survives above ground, but

1

brick fragments and scattered domestic remains indicate its location about
. Two policies issued

to John Taylor in 1805 and 1816 by the Mutual Assurance Society of Virginia
provide information about the dwelling's appearance. Its main block was a
60" Dy 40' brick structure, two stories above basement. Brick dependencies,
about 24' sguare and labled two stories above cellar, were connected to the
main block with 20' by 12' hyphens. The 1805 policy shows single-story pent
roof bricic rooms against the far ends of the dependencies. The south facade
of the five-part house was a single plane; the varying widths of the units
were expressed on the north facade.

The Flemish bond brick walls of a :6' square dairy stand
. The building probably dates from the eighteenth century.
The walls are seatced on a low umaouided English bond foundation. A door is J
on the east and a single window is in the north and south walls respectively
The door and windows have crudely constructed ungauged scgmental brick

arches. Later brickwork now fills in the original ventilating panels at thei
|

top of cach wall.

Two two-story brick buildings called slave quarters are remembered by

a John Taylor descendent as standing within this century. They are thought |

to have been aligned east and west with the house site, being several

hundred feet from each end.

i

Hazelwood was noted for its plantings, and Iun 1819 Taylor was presented!

with a medallion by the Agricultural Society of Philadelphia "for nis great |
exertions in raisiag live hedges." The avenue leading to the mansion is

said to have been planted with a great variety of trees. Charles Blackford

fields were "surrounded by a 'live fence' made of growing cedars intertwined
into each other so as to turn either a horse or a pig. The fence is now
near twenty feet high and encloses several thousand acres.”
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Hazelwood was the home plantation of the noted agrarian political
economist John Taylor of Caroline. Taylor, like others of his age and
miliecu, was closely identified with the land, his home county, and the
State's Rights' school. It was his particularly acute sense of the nature
of the changes taking place in the economy of the young Republic which
distinguished him among Jeffersomian Republican leaders. His political
pamphiets, although written in a laborious style, predicted with some
accuracy the impact which these changes would have on the traditional
society and culture of Virginia

Taylor . :udied at William and Mary, and after reading law in the
office of his unclie Edmund Pendleton, Le received his license to practice
in 1774. He'served three terms each in the Virginia General Assembly and
the United States Secnate. In 1783 he married a cousin, Lucy Penn, whose
father John Penn, Signer of the Declaration of Independence, was a
prosperous North Carolina planter and lawyexr. This marriage brought
Taylor financial security enabling him to purchase Hazelwood and two other
Caroline County plantations, Hayfield and Mill Hill, He lived at Hazelwoofd
entil his aath in 1824, and his body is buried on the plantaticon. There
hie produced a number of works on political and agricultural topics. The
noted political and economic historian Charles A. Beard has written that
Taylor's attack on the strong central governmental power in A Defence of
the Constitutions of Government of the United States of America ''deserves
to rank among the two or three really historic contributions to political

science wnich have been produced in the United States." Taylor experimented

with improved asricultural methods at Hazelwood and his essays about these
methods, Zirst published in a 1803 Georgetown newspaper, were reprinted in
book form as The Arator in 1813.

Taylor may ha: added the dependencies and hyphens to the Hazelwood
mansion, and in a lecter of March 27, 1798 to James Monroe he commented on
being surrounded by bricks and mortor. The main blocic of the mansion had
been built by Harry Beverley (1730-1774), tz22 soa of Robert Beverley
(nephew of the Listorian) and Ann Stanard. The Hazelwood property had
descended to Anmn (born 1711) from her parents, William Stanard II (1682~
1732) and Ann Hazeiwood. William and Ann are believed to have been the
first people to occupy the Hazelwood property, and the name was undoubtediy
taken from Amn's family name. A 1713 plat of Stanard's land shows that a |

building called the "manor house' stood at Hazelwood during their ownershqi,

Lg_Robert Gaines Beverley inherited the property upon his father Harry's dea
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in 1774, but he lost most of his father's holdings through mismanagement and
sasbling. Robert's poor financial situation enabled Taylor to purchase the
plantation. -

Upon the death of Jobn Taylor's wife in 1831, Hazelwood passed to their
grandson John Taylor III, who sold it in 1857 to George Taylor, owner of Horn
Quarter in Xing William County. The Taylor family left the house when Federal
gunboats threatened the Rappahannoek River plantations in 1862, and in their
aosence it was destroyed by fire. Tradition ascribed the fire to Hazelwood
slaves, but znother tradition has it that at least some of the slaves remained

loyal and rescued family silver from the house. Helen Bernzrd wrote from Gay Font,

the zdjoining plantation to the south, to her sister ian June, 1862: "It is 50
sad and we wiss the white chimneys seen through the trees from the Library
windows. You know what a lovely picture it was.'

The Hazelwood property remaired in the Taylor family until about 1922,
when it was divided up and the part including the mansion site was sold to
Chastine W. Colbert. About 1925 tihe land passed to Colbert's daughter Hazel,
who, with her husband Linwood Garrett, is the present owner.

Archaeological excavation of the house site could provide further
information about the buiiding plan, thus adding to our knowledge of major
eighteenth-century Virginia domestic architecture, As the house was furnished
when it burned in the War Between the States, artifact remains should date
from that period and earlier. Outbuilding and garden patterns also have
archaeological potential. The existing walls of the brick dairy are the only
survival of such a structurs in Virginia.
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