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(Type all entries — complete applicable sections) 

E 

S T A T E : 

V i r g i n i a 
C O U N T Y : 

Char les C i t y 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

iNAME 
C O M M O N : 

Greenway 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

Greenway 
2. LOCATtON 

STREET ANDNUMBER: ,3 , ^ o f Courthouse Cresk , N s ide of R t . 5 , .6 m i . W 
o f i n t e r s e c t i o n of R t . 5 and R t . 155. 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Cl 
Virginia 45 

C O U N T Y ; I 

Charles City 039 
C L A S S I F I C A T I O N 

I/t CATEGORY 

(Check One) 
O W N E R S H I P S T A T U S 

A C C E S S I B L E 

T O T H E P U B L I C 

D i s t r i c t i 1 B u i l d i n g P u b l i c • P u b l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : O c c u p i e d Y e s : 

o Si te 1 1 St ruc tu re • P r i v a t e In P r o c e s s • U n o c c u p i e d • R e s t r i c t e d • 

1-
O b i e c t • 

Both • B e i n g C o n s i d e r e d • P r e s e r v a t i o n work 
in p rogress • 

U n r e s t r i c t e d • 

No: [XI 

P R E S E N T U S E (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Agricultural • Government • P a r k • 

Commerciai • I ndus t r i a l • P r i v a t e R e s i d e n c e 

Educational • M i l i t a r y • R e l i g i o u s • 

Entertainment • Museum • S c i e n t i f i c • 

Transportatfoh - ' Q -J^omniejvtsV O 

Other (s/ee4/y) ^ f a ^ L l V f O 

-tJtr. l\j-(3oB~\ 

\ 4 . O W N E R O F P R O P E R T Y 
O W N E R S N A M E : 

Cyrus Beale Es t a t e 

NATIC 

S T R E E T AND NUMBER: 

Cl TY OR TOWN: 

Charles City 

S T A T E : 

V i r g i n i a 
5. L O C A T I O N O F L E G A L D E S C R I P T I O N 

C O U R T H O U S E , R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S . E T C : 

Charles City County Court House 

< 

3 

0} 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Charles City V i r g i n i a 45 
A P P R O X I M A T E A C R E A G E o r N O M I N A T E D P R O P E R T Y : 1 1 0 2 . 1 5 a C T e S 

te, R E P R E S E N T A T I O N IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

H i s t o r i c American Buildings Survey 
Federal 6cl State • County • 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

L i b r a r y o f C o n g r e s s 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : S T A T E : C O D E 
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\7. mscRimVoN 
CONDITION 

E x c e l l e n t • Good ^ F a i r • 

(Check One) 

Deteriorated Q Ruins Q Unexposed j \ 

I N T E G R I T Y 
( C h e c k One) 

A l t e r e d • U n a l t e r e d 0 

( C h e c k One) 

M o v e d • O r i g i n a l S i t e 3 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

Greenway i s a frame, one-and-one-half story structure, b u i l t i n the l a t t e r 
half of the eighteenth century, which i s representative of a great many 
col o n i a l homes in i t s design and scale. The beaded clapboarding, wood-
covered gable roof with i t s row of dormers, and the S3mimetry of the f i v e -
bay (south) front are combined i n the c l a s s i c form of the medium-sized 
V i r g i n i a home. The brick foundation walls are primarily of Flemish bond, 
but the occasional lapse into English bond suggests possible stages of 
growth not v i s i b l e elsewhere i n the building f a b r i c . The two exterior end 
chimneys are i n Flemish bond and have double, t i l e d splays. The two-bay 
rear e l l which projects from the center of the north facade dates from the 
early-nineteenth century, and, except for a s l i g h t change i n bed and crown 
moldings on the bo^ cornice and tlh'e newer window framings, the addition 
uses the same fofms as the older section. 

The central h a l l has a close'd stringer s t a i r with square newels and turned 
balusters which ascends southward along the west w a l l . At the top of the 
s t a i r s there are unusual twin newel posts with engaged balusters facing 
each other between the two posts. The s t a i r h a l l , as i n a l l the others 
in the o r i g i n a l front block, has a single board dado and a chair r a i l compoii 
of simple r o l l moldings on a raised board. The west room i s dominated by 
a projecting fully-paneled chimney breast i n which fluted p i l a s t e r s frame 
the architrave molding around the fireplace opening. These p i l a s t e r s r i s e 
to a comice shelf from which four more p i l a s t e r s r i s e to a c e i l i n g cornice 
Subtleties i n this chimney woodwork, such as the double row of d e n t i l s 
d i r e c t l y under the cornice shelf and the double crossettes i n the architrave 
framings, make i t an exceedingly fine design. By contrast, the projecting 
chimney breast i n the east room has a p l a i n architrave framing around the 
fireplace opening with a shallow f r i e z e and b e a u t i f u l l y carved cornice 
shelf above. Three rectangular panels and c e i l i n g cornice make up the 
overmantel design. The chimney designs i n the two upstairs rooms are a 
s i m p l i f i e d version of this mantel but without the overmantel. ^Architrave 

y moldings frame a l l doors i n the front block of the house and much o r i g i n a l 
[/ hardware remains.^ 

The breezeway which connected the rear addition to the main house was 
recently f i l l e d i n , and the design of i t s i n t e r i o r attempts to conform 
with the i n t e r i o r feeling of the o r i g i n a l house. This rear room, with 
i t s dado of horizontal boarding and chair r a i l , features a t y p i c a l early-
nineteenth century mantel of oval sunbursts and deep shelf. 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD ("Check One or More as Appropriate) 

P r e - C o l u m b i a n Q 16th C e n t u r y 

15th Cen tu ry • 17th C e n t u r y • 

18th C e n t u r y ^ 

19th Cen tu ry [ J ! 

20th Cen tu ry • 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNI FICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

A b o r i g i na l E d u c o t i o n • P o l i t i c a l 0 Urban P l a n n i n g • 
P r e h i s t o r i c • E n g i n e e r i n g • R e l i g i o n / P h i  Other (Specify) 

H i s t o r i c • Industry • losophy • H i s t o r y 
A g r i c u l t u r e • Invent ion • S c i e n c e • 
Ar t L a ndscape Scu lp tu re • 
C o m m e r c e • A r c h i t e c t u r e • S o c i a l / H u m a n 

C o m m u n i c a t i o n s • L i t e r a t u r e • i t a r i an • 
C o n s e r v a t i o n • Mi l i ta ry • T h e a t e r • 

Mus ic • T r a n s p o r t a t i o n • 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.) 

This well-known eighteenth century building form combined with fine 
i n t e r i o r d e t a i l i n g make Greenway an ideal example of the pro,totype looked 
to for twentieth century co l o n i a l r e v i v a l s . However, i n spite of i t s 
fine architectural character, the h i s t o r i c a l associations of the house 
constitute, i t s chief importance. The house was b u i l t by Judge John 

~ Tyler (1747-1813), Governor of V i r g i n i a (1808-1811), who i s buried there. 
John Tyler raised his family at Greenway, and i n this house i n 1790 was 
born his son John (1790-1862), later tenth President of the United 
States. President Tyler l i v e d at the house u n t i l his marriage and later 
returned to Greenway while Governor of V i r g i n i a (1825-1827). He sold the 
property i n 1829 when he purchased nearby Sherwood Forest which was to 
be his permanent home for the rest of his l i f e . 
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10. OEOORAPHICAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D e r i N l N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E F l T Y 

C O R N E R 

NW 
I': N E 

SE 
SW 

L A T I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

37 ° 21' 15-
37 ° 21' 15-
37 ° 19' 22" 
37 ' 19' 22' 

L O N G I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

77° 0 6 ' 06" 
77° 0 4 ' 35 " 
77° 0 4 ' 35 " 
77° 0 6 ' 06" 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 
D E F l N I N i ; T H E C E N T E R P O I N T O F A P R O P E R T Y 

O F L E S S T H A N O N E A C R E 

L A T I T U D E L O N G I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

O i • 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

O * n 
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C O U N T Y 

C O U N T Y : 
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n . FORM PREPARED BY 
N A M E A N D T l T L E : 

Staff, V i r g i n i a H i s t o r i c Landmarks Commission, James W. Moody, J r . , Director 
O R G A N l Z A T I O N 

V i r g i n i a H i s t o r i c Landmarks Commission August 25. 1969 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Room 1116, Ninth Street State Office Building 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Richmond 
12. S T A T E LIAISON O F F I C E R C E R T I F I C A I ION 

As the designated State Lia ison Officer for the Na

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance.»tffthis nomination is : 

National [̂ T State • Loca l • 

Name 

Dr. Edward P. Alexander, Chairman 
TitleVi^^ginia H i s t o r i c Landmarks Commission 

Date Ift - 7 -

V i r g i n i a A5_ 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

I herebv certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 

WOV 1 2 1969 
Date 

A T T E S T : 

Keeper of The Rational Register/,  

Date OCT 3 1 
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UNITED STATES D E P A R T M E N T OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL P A R K SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

S T A T E 

V i r g i n i a 
C O U N T Y 

Char l e s C i t y 
FOR NPS USE O N L Y 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

1. NAME 

C O M M O N : Greenway 
AND/OR HISTORIC: Grceuway 

2- LOCATION .guAiiuN : . . . . . . . • .. ———•—-• ; 2 • TT f: 

STREET AND NUMBER: .3 m l . W of Courthousc Creek, N s ide o f R t . 5, .b m i . W ot 
i n t e r s e c t i o n o f R t . 5 and R t . 155 i n Char les C i t y . ^ 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

V i r g i n i a 45 

C O U N T Y : 

Charles City 039 

3. MAP REFERENCE •• .'I.' 
S O U R C E : 

U . S . G . S . 
S C A L E : L : 2 4 0 0 0 

l y , quadrangle Char les Q i j ^ ^ 'Vf̂ .̂̂  I T T N ' i l T ^ 

DATE: 1 9 6 5 

4. REQUIREMENTS 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Proper ty broundar ies where requ i red. 

2. North arrow. 

3. La t i t ude ond longitude re ference. 





Virginia Dept. of Historic Resources

Legend
County Boundaries

Title: Greenway Date: 2/28/2017  
DISCLAIMER:Records of the Virginia Department of Historic Resources (DHR) have been gathered over many years from a variety of sources and the representation
depicted is a cumulative view of field observations over time and may not reflect current ground conditions.The map is for general information purposes and is not
intended for engineering, legal or other site-specific uses.  Map may contain errors and is provided "as-is".  More information is available in the DHR Archives located at
DHR’s Richmond office.
 
Notice if AE sites:Locations of archaeological sites may be sensitive the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), and the Archaeological Resources Protection Act
(ARPA) and Code of Virginia §2.2-3705.7 (10).  Release of precise locations may threaten archaeological sites and historic resources.
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