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CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

&UNALTERED KOR~GINAL SITE 

A L T E R E D  -MOVED D A T A  

DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Kittiewan i s  a f l a t ,  open t r a c t  of farmland occupying par t  of a peninsula on the north 
s ide  of the James River. The mid-18th-century dwelling house a t  Kittiewan is a s tory-  
and-a-half, five-bay frame s t ruc ture  with an or ig ina l  gable-roofed e l l  a t  t he  ea s t  
and a l a t e r  lean-to e l l  s t re tch ing  across the  remainder of t he  r e a r  (north) s ide  of 
the house. The main blockandchiginal e l l  are  s e t  upon an English-bond foundation 
and are  clad withbeaded weatherboards in to  which a re  driven ea r ly  s h u t t e r  dogs. 
The windows have 9/9 Federal-era 'sash,  except f o r  one or ig ina l  9-l ight sash i n  the  
e l l .  Two small windows l i g h t  gable-end closets  i n  each 'end of t he  main house; those 
on the west a r e  covered. by louvred blinds which maybe o r ig ina l .  Five pedimented 
donners, wi th  flush-boarded tympana,, 616 Fed,eral sash, and beaded weatherboards ... on . .  , . ... 
their. cheeks . , .  . ~ .  break 'the:,front , , >  s lope  of themain  block, anh,,one s imi la r  dormer occupies 
each plane o'f t h e " & l l  roo£.  . The.'mai,n block is crowned by i n t e r i o r  .end chimneys,-of . 

which the east . ' .s ta& has 'been  r ebu i l t .  ' The e l l  is served by an  ex t e r io r  Endish-bond 
brick-chimneywith two s e t s o f  t i l e d  weatherings. 

The lean-to e l l ,  which i n  i t s  present form dates from a post-1846 renovation, is 
covered with beaded weatherboards and has large 616 window sash. When t h i s  sec t ion  
was remodeled, porches were added t o  the  f ron t  and rear  of the house. These have low 
pedimented roofs supported on four t a l l  truncated pyramidal piers .  On the  f ron t  
porch, only those p ie rs  against  the house a r e  the or ig ina ls .  

The house is presently a modified double-pile, central-passage-plan s t ruc tu re .  There 
i s  one room t o  e i t he r  s ide  of the passage i n  the f ron t  and a la rge  dining room to  
tbewestof t he  r ea r  passage. To the ea s t ,  a kitchen intervenes between the  passage 
and the or ig ina l  e l l .  The house was o r ig ina l ly  a s ing le -p i le ,  central-passage build- 
ing with a single-room e l l .  Another e l l - - the  northwest dining room--was apparently 
b u i l t  ear ly  i n  the 19th century with the f i r s t  e l l  being enlarged a t  the  sane time, 
creating a U-shaped house with an open "alley" between the two e l l s .  The narrow 
a l ley  between the two was converted to  a passage i n  the post-1846 renovation, and the 
roof of a l l  but the e a r l i e s t  portion of the  e l l  was changed t o  its present shed form. 

The or ig ina l  house contains a considerable amount of i n t e r i o r  decoration; t h a t  i n  
the parlor (southeast room) i s  the  most elaborate.  A l l  four walls a r e  f u l l y  sheathed 
with ra ised paneling capped by a den t i l  cornice and broken by a double-tiered cha i r  
r a i l .  The chimney wall ,  which contains round-headed c lose t s  a t  e i t h e r  s i d e  of t he  
f i rep lace ,  i s  punctuated by a s e r i e s  of four f lu ted  Roman Doric p i l a s t e r s  flanking 
the c lose t s .  A s t r i k ing  l a t e  18th-century mante1,consisting of f l u t ed  Roman Doric 
p i l a s t e r s  supporting a boldly and sharply molded entablature  with a squat pulvinated 
f r i eze  and a narrow cen t r a l  keystone, replaces the o r ig ina l  archi t rave surround. 
Fluted Roman Doric p i l a s t e r s  f lank the door to  the passage a s  well .  

The passage is t rea ted  with raised-panel wainscoting having an ex t r a ,  low t i e r  of 
panels above the synmetrical chair  r a i l .  The same s o r t  of cha i r  r a i l  is car r ied  up 
the open-string, t r iple-run s t a i r .  The l a t t e r  subs t i tu tes  a s e t  of winders f o r  the  
f i r s t  landing and has a raised-panel s o f f i t  as  well as  a square newel, molded r a i l ,  
and two symmetrical turned balusters  t o  a tread.  

(See Continuation Sheet #2) 
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Kittiewan i s ' a  Ti~dewzter Vi rg in ia  plantat;ion' located. above ~ i t t e w a n  Creek at i t s  con- 
f luence  wi th  t h e  James River . '  The proper ty  was o d d  during t h e  c o l o n i a l  per iod  
by t h e  Minge' family who b u i l t :  t h e  presedt  house in  t h e  mid- 1 8 t h  cen tu ry .  
~ l t h o u g h  the' namk2Kittiewan, o r  "konwan'p, was used f o r  t h e  general. v i c i n i t y  e a r l y  i n  
t h e  17 th  century,  t h e  p resen t  house da tes  from the  mid-18th century .  Its f i n e l y  
c r a f t e d  panel ing would be noteworthy everi i n  a much l a r g e r  house, and t h e  mantels  
added t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  woodwork i n  the  l a t e  18 th  century have a p r o v i n c i a l  v igor  
which adds t o  t h e  i n t e r e s t  of t h e  decora t ion .  

Minges apparent ly  came t o  t h e w a n o k e  peninsula  i n  t h e  t h i r d  q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  1 7 t h  
century,  occupying what i s  known a s  Upper Weyanoke p lan ta t ion .  James Minge I1 Eirst 
appears i n  t h e  Charles  Ci ty  County records  i n  1672. He he ld  va r ious  l o c a l  o f f i c e s  
including Clerk of t h e  c o u r t  and County Surveyor. 

A descendan& James Minge,lived on  Wsyanoke Peninsula and d ied  t h e r e  i n  1746. H i s  
h e i r ,  David Minge, he ld  t h e  l and  which incldded t h e  p resen t  Kit t iewan u n t i l  h i s  own 
death i n  1779. A r c h i t e c t u r a l  evidence sugges ts  t h a t  t h e  p resen t  house was b u i l t  
during David Minge's t enure ;  it i s  a t  t he  time of h i s  death,  a s  w e l l ,  t h a t  t h e  name 
Kit t iewan f i r s t  appeared i n  t h e  record books i n  connection w i t h  t h e  s p e c i f i c  t r a c t  
under cons ide ra t ion .  Mingel$ successors  i n h e r i t e d  s e v e r a l  important  Char les  C i ty  
p roper t i e s  from him, inc luding Weyanoke and The Rowe, a s  w e l l  as Ki t t iewan.  

By 1820 Thomas E. m y t h r e s s ,  poss ib ly  a Minge r e l a t i o n  by marriage,  h e l d  l i f e  owner- 
s h i p  of t h e  p lan ta t ion .  I n  1834 it was acquired by Robert C. Harr ison,  who was prob- 
ab ly  a r e l a t i v e  of the  C o l l i e r  Harrison who had married David Minge's widow and h e i r .  

Thus,Kittiewan remained i n  t h e  Minge-Harrison fami ly  f o r  over  175 yea r s ,  u n t i l  1846, 
when Dr. W i l l i a m  A. Selden bought the  971-acre t r a c t .  An inc rease  of $600 worth o f  
bui ld ings  i n  t h e  1858 t a x  v a l u a t i o n  of Kittiewan may i n d i c a t e  t h e  d a t e  of Selden ' s  
improvements t o  t h e  house. 

There w a s  cons iderable  m i l i t a r y  a c t i v i t y  nea r  Kit t iewan during t h e  C i v i l  War, a s  Union 
General P h i l i p  A .  Sheridan occupied t h e  a r e a  between Charles Ci ty  Court House and 
the  James River ,  A s  a r e s u l t ,  Selden, a surgeon i n  the  Confederate army, may have 
abandoned Kit t iewan during t h a t  time, f o r  he d ied  i n  Powhatan County i n  1865. 

Kit t iewan has been i n  t h e  present  owners' family s i n c e  t h e  e a r l y  20th century .  I t  is 
probable t h a t  t h e  archaeologica l  remains of the  ou tbu i ld ings  su rv ive ,  and a d d i t i o n a l  
information on c o l o n i a l  V i rg in ia  p l a n t a t i o n  l i f e  may r e s u l t  from a rchaeo log ica l  
examinations o f  t h e  property.  DU/MTP 
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7 ; DESCRIPTION 

The same type of wainscoting as  i n  the  passage is used i n  the smaller west chamber 
i n  conjunction with a paneled room end. The end closets  were opened up as niches by 
cut t ing large round-headed arches i n  the paneling i n  the  mid-19th century. There i s  
a mantel l i k e  t ha t  i n  the  par lor ,  and a molded cornice is carr ied around the room. 

I n  the e l l ,  the  f i rep lace  i s  t reated with a p la in  archi t rave surround, a raised-panel 
f r i eze ,  and a heavy unsupported she l f .  This i s  the  only decoration except f o r  a 
chair  board. 

There is no decoration of note i n  the mid-19th-century e l l ,  except for  two bui l t - in  
corner cupboards i n  the passage. 

No ear ly  outbuildings survive. However, archaeological remains of the outbuildings 
most l i ke ly  ex i s t  i n  the immediate v i c in i ty ,  and the boundaries have been drawn 
t o  include them as  well a s  the terraced bank t o  the creek, an or ig ina l  landscaping 
feature .  Archaeological examination of the  property could y ie ld  addi t ional  
information on colonial  Virginia plantation l i f e .  

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 

The boundaries have been drawn t o  include part  of the open land immediately around 
the house. This area  probably contains the  archaeological remains of the  or ig ina l  
outbuildings. The boundaries extend immediately to  the south of the house t o  
include the terraced banks and the marshes i n  order t o  provide the house with a 
view to  the creek. 
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 GEOGRAPHICAL DATA E 18 318270 4129790 
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UTM REFERENCES 
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VERBALL~OUNDARYDESCR~PT~ON The Kittiewan property i s  bounded by a l i n e  beginning a t  

a point where feeder creek meets W edge of wooded area,  located approximately 1.9 miles 
SSE of in te rsec t ion  of s t a t e  routes 5 and 619 and 250' E of p r iva te  dr ive;  thence extending 
approximately 1800' S along W edge of t r e e  l i ne ;  thence extending about 500' SSE, cu t t ing  
through wooded area t o  N bank of Kittewan Creek; thence following N bank of s a i d  creek W fo r  
about 8400'; thence exfending 2900' N ~ u t t i n g  through marsh, wooded area,  then open area 
and following E t r e e  line f o r  about 530 to  point where wooded area meets feeder  creek; 
thence extending NE along S s ide  of feeder creek t o  point of o r ig in .  
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NATIONAL- STATE X LOCAL- 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation AL? of 1966 (PuMic Law 89-665). 1 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion ' g e  National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and ervice. 

FEDERA P I 
, . 



Form No 10-3003 
l i iev  10-741 

U N I T E D  S T A T E S  D E P A R T M E N T  OF T H E  I N T E R I O R  
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF MSTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

Kitt iewan,  Charles  C i ty  County, V i rg in i a  

CONTl N U A T I O N  SHEET 81 ITEM NUMBER 6 PAGE 1 

6.  REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

(2) V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission Survey 
1 9 6 7 ,  1977 S t a t e  
V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission 
Richmond,Virginia 2 3 2 1 9  




