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. The e n t i r e  "particular plantation" of 
Shirley Hundred ~n-The- eland is encompassed-by the present property. The 
site of this pioneer settlement,  the present "house f ie ld ,"  may be archae- 
o logica l ly  productive. - ' 1 

The awampf-1 
contains a woodland s i t e  and an archaic s i t e ,  both of which a r e  extensive. 
Slave quarters  stand 1 - .  - B 
t o  the s i t e s  of other  quarters. The two f i e l d s  each contain 
eighteenthccentury house s i t e s .  The unmarked cemetery 

is reputed to  be the ear ly  Eppes bur ia l  place. A boundary 
f i e l d s  four and f ive  dates  cer ta in ly  from the eighteenth 

century and probably from the seventeenth century. It is one of the beat- 
preserved boundary di tches i n  ~ i r ~ i n i a .  The f ie ld-out l ines  by which the 
is land is subdivided r e f l e c t  some of the oldest  extant property l i nes  i n  
America. Each f i e l d  was or ig ina l ly  a separate farm, patented to  ea r ly  
s e t t l e r s  when pr iva te  landholding was f i r s t  introduced to Virginia. As 
the Eppee family obtained t i t l e  t o  the  island during the ear ly  part: of the 
Colonial period, they retained the old property l ines  a s  f i e l d  boundaries. 
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Eppes Island has been occupied by successive generations of the  Eppes 
family s ince  1624, making i t  the oldest  family farm i n  Virginia,  still 
owned by its o r ig ina l  owners' descendante. Under the Virginia Company, 
and under the  Crown before the  establishment of sh i res ,  the  Charles 
Ci ty  Corpora t ion  waa divided into  f'hundreds't for  purposes of government . 

'Each hundred was under the comand of a captain  who was teaponsible f o r  
m i l i t a ry  and c i v i l  order. Shirley Hundred, one of the  more prosperous, 
was divided i n t o  two par ts  with a commander f o r  each. The two pa r t s  
were described a s  "in the  Island" and "in the  Maine.'' By 1624 the 
Eppes family was established on the Island, and W i l l i a m  and Francis 
Eppes a r e  both described i n  tha t  year as being of the Island. Over the  
following years the Eppes family (descendants of Francis) bought out  - the o the r  landowners. I n  1824 they purchased the last parcel from H i l l  
Car te r ,  thereby consolidating the es ta te .  The western end of t he  island 
contains the only modern habi ta t ion,  a house f i r s t  b u i l t  about 1790. 
A site near the  eastern end of the  island (44Cc6) haa been excavated 
and was found to be tha t  of another einhteenth-century house. Slave 
quar ters  s t i l l  stand i n  ruins.  A s i t e  on t h e  easternmost f i e l d  apparent1 
i s  t h a t  of s t i l l  another eighteenth-century house. John Smith met 
bpechaacanough here in  1607, on his f i r s t  voyage up the James. This 
is land was one of the Pamunkey ch ie f ta in ' s  pr incipal  sea t s .  Edmund 
Ruffin commented i n  h i s  Essav of Calcareous Manures t ha t .  the  s o i l  of 
Eppes Island vas uniquely r ich in  Tidewater Virginia. Thia is one of 
the  few s i t e s  of pa r t i cu l a r  plantations ("hundreds") from the  period 
of t he  Virginia  Company which can be iden t i f i ed ,  and which is ava i lab le  
f o r  archaeology by o f f i c i a l l y  recognized groups. 



Diaries of D r .  Richard Eppee, Manuscript Division, Alderman Library, 
University of Virginia. 

Hefte, Edward F., "Excavations at Eppeo I~land~~~Quarterlv Bulletin.  
Archeological Society of Virginia, September , 1968. 
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