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DESCCPTION 
' r ' - r ' -  ( C h e c k  One) I 

11. Descr ip t ion  of  t h e  Ex te r io r :  
A. Overa l l  dimensions: B e l l e  A i r  o r i g i n a l l y  possessed a synunetrical 

facade  f i v e  bays long. Around 1800, t h r e e  bays were added t o  t h e  west end 
wi th  a door i n  t h e  western-rzost bay, g iv ing  the house i t s  present  unsyrmnetri 
appearance. The e l l  i s  a l s o  an add i t ion .  

B. Foundations: Brick i n  Engl i sh  bond. 
C. Wall Construct ion:  White pa in ted  weatherboard, probably circa 

1800 replacement,  of  t h e  o r i g i n a l  m a t e r i a l .  
D. Porches: Each of t h e  two f r o n t  en t r ances  i s  approached by a low 

modern b r i c k  s t o o p  and a square  platform. A shed porch s h e l t e r s  t h e  end of 
,.the e l l .  

E. Chimneys: The o r i g i n a l  chimneys were in t e r io r - end  chimneys wi th  
exposed b r i c k  i n  Flemish bond i n  t h e  gables ,  square s t a c k s  and c o r b e l l e d  
caps.  The west chimney was enclosed i n  t h e  a d d i t i o n  and now appears as  a 
c e n t e r  chimney. The e a s t  chimney has  been a l t e r e d .  

F. Openings: 
1. Doorways and doors: The two south  doorways d a t e  from t h e  

time of t h e  add i t ions  and c o n s i s t  of a r ec t angu la r  transom wi th  a double 
row of square  l i g h t s  over  t h e  s ix -pane l  door. The door i s  f lanked by engagel 

- p i e r s  w i t h  i n s e t  panels  and molded caps and bases;  t h e  transom i s  f lanked 
by s i m i l a r  s tubby p i e r s  s e t  on t h e  longer  ones below. The doorway a t  t h e  
r e a r  of  t h e  western a d d i t i o n  has a r c h i t r a v e  trim. 

2. Windows: The nine-over-nine s a s h  windows have square  sill6 
and a band of p l a i n  t r i m  wi th  a s l i g h t  molding a t  t h e  edge. 

G. Roof: O r i g i n a l l y  covered w i t h  wood s h i n g l e s ,  t h e  s t e e p l y  p i tched  
gable  roof now has asbes tos  sh ing le s .  The i r r e g u l a r l y  spaced dormers have 
gable  roo f s  wi th  pedimented ends, s ix-over-s ix  sa sh ,  and probably d a t e  from 
the  1800 pe r iod ,  a l though t h e r e  may have been dqrmers on t h e  house o r i g i n a l l -  

( There i s  evidence t h a t  t h e  e a r l i e s t  po r t ion  had a jerkin-headroof.  

@ E x s e l l s n ~  Fair Datarioratod Ruins Unexposed 
CONDITION - 

111. Descr ip t ion  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r :  
A. F loo r  Plan: The o r i g i n a l  s e c t i o n  of B e l l e  A i r  f e a t u r e s  a t y p i c a l  

e i s h t e e n t h  cen tu ry  V i r g i n i a  p lan ,  a c e n t e r  passage wi th  a room on e i t h e r  
s i d e .  A s i n g l e  room has  been added t o  t h e  west ,  and t h e  e l l  is  made up of 
two a d d i t i o n a l  rooms. 

B. Stairway: The &por t an t  s t a i r  i s  o r i g i n a l ,  and ascends i n  t h e  
c e n t e r  passage. The two-run, c i o s e d - s t r i n g  s t a i r  f e a t u r e s  heavy turned  
b a l u s t e r s ,  a s imple square  newel, and a molded r a i l .  

C. Wall and c e i l i n g  f i n i s h :  The wa l l s  and c e i l i n g s  have been r ecen t ly  
p l a s t e r e d ,  and a r e  e i t h e r  pa in ted  o r  l e f t  n a u t r a l .  

D. Doors and morways: The r a i s e d  s ix -pane l  doors a r e  surrounded by 
a r c h i t r a v e  t r i m .  

(Check Ore) 

A h r e d  a Unolhmd 
(Check One) 

Mewed Pg Origimol Sit* 
(ifkn*.xnJ P H V S t C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  

I. General Statement: 
A. A r c h i t e c t u r a l  cha rac te r :  Be l l e  A i r  is a r a r e  and well-preserved 

exanple o f  a William and Xary period vernacular  farmhouse and shows t h e  
beginnings of a more formalized e ighteenth  century  des ign ,  while  r e t a i n i n g  
e a r l i e r  f e a t u r e s  inc luding  the  d i s t i n c t i v e  exposed framing of t h e  i n t e r i o r .  
The l a t e -e igh teen th  cen tu ry  add i t ions  d e t r a c t  ve ry  l i t t l e  from t h e  f i n e  
i n t e r i o r  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  o l d e r  s ec t ion .  

B. Condit ion of  t h e  f a b r i c :  Good. 
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7. 
E .  Trim: The exposed framing i n  t h e  o l d  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  house 

c o n s t i t u t e s  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  p a r t  of the  i n t e r i o r  woodwork. The co rne r  and 
in termedia te  p o s t s ,  the  p l a t e s  and t h e  g i r t s  a r e  a l l  p a r t i a l l y  exposed about 
two inches and e x h i b i t  chamfers wi th  lamb's tongue te rminals .  The summer 
beams a r e  s i m i l a r l y  exposed, a r e  beaded on t h e  edges and have recessed  panels  
on the s o f f i t s .  The baseboards a r e  beaded. The c h a i r  r i a l  c o n s i s t s  of a 
sqmmetrically molded s t r i p  appl ied  t o  a  beaded board. 

F. Heating: Although t h e  house was o r i g i n a l l y  heated only  by 
f i r e p l a c e s ,  c e n t r a l  h e a t i n g  was added during t h e  1950's renovat ions .  The 
present  mantels  a r e  of t h e  Federal  type wi th  p ro jec t ing  c e n t r a l  f r i e z e  blocks 
p i l a s t e r s  framing t h e  opening, and reeded decora t ion .  The hea r ths  have been 
r e b u i l t .  

I V .  S i t e :  
A. General Se t t ing :  Be l l e  A i r  i s  s e t  on a  g e n t l e  r i s e  near  

Charles  C i ty  Court House, f aces  e a s t  and i s  approached by a  count ry  l ane  fro1 
Route 5.  Another r i s e  between the  highway and the house screens  t h e  house 
fram t h e  road and enhances t h e  r u r a l  a u a l i t y  of  the  s e t t i n g .  The grounds 

- f e a t u r e  wel l -kept  lawns and huge shade t r e e s  south of  t h e  house, and a  formal 
herb garden t o  the  no r th .  

B. Outbuildings:  Outbuildings include a  frame smokehouse wi th  a  
pyramidal roo f ,  and a  frame k i t chen  with a  gable  roof and a  c e n t r a l  chimney. 

G P O  928-7211 
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Bel le  A i r  i s  a r a r e  surviv ing  example of W i l l i a m  and Mary period 
vernacular  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  I n  i t s  s t r u c t u r a l  system and d e t a i l s  the  house ' wel l  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  from seventeenth century  Vi rg in ia  bu i ld ing  
methods t o  e igh teen th  century  ones. Reminiscent of t h e  e a r l i e r  period is 
the  r a r e  exposed framing on t h e  i n t e r i o r  and t h e  heavy Jacobean s t y l e  closec 
s t r i n g  s t a i r .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand, t h e  ( o r i g i n a l l y )  symnetr ica l  facade,  
center-passage p lan ,  and double-hung sash  windows a r e  f e a t u r e s  more c l o s e l y  
a s soc ia t ed  wi th  e igh teen th  century  bui ld ing .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  i t s  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
d i s t i n c t i o n ,  B e l l e  A i r  i s  t h e  o l d e s t  remaining dwell ing on h i s t o r i c  Route 
5 ,  t h e  scen ic  p l a n t a t i o n  road connecting Williamsburg and Riclnnond. 

The o r i g i n s  of t h e  Be l l e  A i r  property a r e  t r aced  back t o  Colonel 
Thomas Stegge 11, W i l l i a m  Byrd 1 ' s  uncle,who i n h e r i t e d  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  
V i rg in ia  mercan t i l e  e n t e r p r i s e  and James River p l a n t a t i o n  i n  1653. He 
s e t t l e d  on t h e  1700 a c r e  p lan ta t ion ,  and cons t ruc ted  a house t h e r e  by 1655. 
Lieutenant  Colonel David Clarke purchased a p a r t  of S tegge ' s  land i n  1662, 
and had h i s  dwell ing,  sometimes r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  'Windsor', completed by 1665 
Clarke,  o r  h i s  descendants ,  probably b u i l t  t h e  present  house a t  t h e  t u r n  of 
t h e  century  and l a t e r  named i t  B e l l e  A i r .  Because of t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  thc: 
c o l o n i a l  records  of Charles  Ci ty  County, the  exact  cons t ruc t ion  d a t e  has nop 
been determined. I 

Hamlin Willcox acquired t h e  proper ty  i n  1800, and it was probably a t  
t h i s  time t h a t  t h e  house was renovated and t h e  west room added. Be l l e  A i r  
remained i n  t h e  Willcox family u n t i l  1945. I n  t h e  1950's  each s e c t i o n  of 
t h e  house was r e s t o r e d  under the  ownership of,&. and M r s .  Walter 0 .  Major. 
B e l l e  A i r  now se rves  a s  Mrs. ~ a j o r ' s  home and as  an h i s t o r i c  house museum. 




