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1 Name 
historic Hardens 

andlor common same 

2. Location 
street & number Route 5 N/A - not for publication 

city, town Lamptie H i l l  ,vicinity f of 1st congressional district (Paul  S. T r i b l e ,  Jr . ) 
state Virg in ia  code 5 l  county Charles C i ty  code 036 

3. Classification 
~~~~ ~ 

Category Ownership Status Present Use 
-district public 2 occupied 

X X 
-agriculture - museum 

- buifding(s) - private - unoccupied -commercial - park 
-structure -both -work in progress -educational i( private residence 
-site Public Acquisit ion Accessible - entertainment -religious 
-object in process --ZC yes: restricted -government -scientific 

m being considered - yes: unrestricted - industrial - transportation 
- no - military - other: 

4. Owner of Property 
- -- 

name David L. Far ley  

street & number Iiardens Pam,  P. 0. Box 97  

Charles  Ci ty  N/A 
z ip  code 

city, town -vicinity of state Virg in ia  23030 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse. reaistrv of deeds. etc. Charles  Ci ty  County Coi~rthouse 

street & number N / A  

city, town Charles  Ci ty  state Virgin ia  

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Virgin ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks 

title Commission Survey has this property been determined elegible? -yes X- no 

date 1971, 1980 -federal X state -county - local 

depository for survey records Virg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission, 221 Governor S t r e e t  

city, town Richmond state Virg in ia ,  23219 



Condition Check one Check one 
-excellent X -deteriorated - unaltered - original site 
X - good - ruins X altered -moved date N / A  

-fair - unexposed 

Describe the present and original (it known) physical appearance 

Hardens c o n s t i t u t e s  a 554-acre farm on t h e  banks of the  James River i n  Charles  Ci ty  
County. The Hardens t r a c t  assumed i ts  present  form i n  1852, when t h e  property was ac- 
quired by David W. Haxall  of Richmond. Af ter  Haxal l ' s  a c q u i s i t i o n ,  t h e  property was 
surveyed i n  1858 by James T. Redd who i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  land u s e  a s  follows: f i v e  f i e l d s  
cons i s t ing  of 99.86, 99.86, 100, 100.04, and 99.97 ac res ;  82.19 a c r e s  of woods; t h e  main 
house s i t e  with outbui ld ings  and garden, 28.82 a c r e s ;  fences  and d i t ches ,  1.44 a c r e s ,  and 
a beach w i t h  5.16 ac res .  The acreage  a t  t h i s  time t o t a l l e d  617.18 a c r e s ,  which has s i n c e  
been reduced by t h e  s a l e  of two smal l  p a r c e l s  on t h e  r i v e r  f r o n t  and by t h e  n a t u r a l  
e ros ion  of t h e  beach. The boundaries f o r  t h e  va r ious  l o t s  were determined i n  p a r t  by 
d i t c h e s  and t h e  main roadway, now Virg in ia  Route 5, a Scenic By-Way. 

A s  suggested by excavat ions of ad jacen t  sites, Hardens's land u s e  was f i r s t  determined 
during t h e  Archaic Period (ca. 8000 B.C.) and c e r t a i n l y  by t h e  Woodland Period when t h e  
land would have been used f o r  hunting and farming. The proper ty  cons is ted  of 750 a c r e s  
when f i r s t  pa tented  i n  1638. This  t r a c t  c o n s t i t u t e d  a l l  of t h e  present  Hardens t r a c t  and 
was bounded by S h i r l e y  Hundred P l a n t a t i o n  t o  t h e  south  and Turkey Run Creek t o  t h e  nor th .  
By t h e  f i r s t  q u a r t e r  of t h e  1 9 t h  century,  t h e  proper ty  was being used a s  a farming 
1 ,  quar ter"  f o r  corn  and g r a i n  by t h e  Car ter  family of Sh i r l ey .  Around 1846 i t s  l o c a t i o n  
adjacent  t o  a navigable  r i v e r  made Hardens an i d e a l  landing and wharf a r e a  a s  wel l .  H i l l  
Car te r  b u i l t  t h e  p resen t  dwell ing house f o r  h i s  son,  Lewis Warrington. When young Car ter  
d id  not  take  we l l  t o  farming, he s o l d  t h e  Hardens farm t o  David Haxal l  of Richmond. 
Haxal l  b u i l t  a sawmill i n  t h e  woods t o  t h e  no r th  of the  house, presumably t o  take  advan- 
tage  of t h e  abundance of timber t h a t  grew around and wi th in  t h e  farm s i t e .  The sawmill 
has disappeared,  but  i ts s i t e  may r e t a i n  a rcheo log ica l  remains. The land continued a s  
a farm u n t i l  i t s  a c q u i s i t i o n  by t h e  present  owner and it now a combination of woodlands 
and p a s t u r e  lands ,  t h e  l a t t e r  immediately surrounding t h e  1846 dwell ing house. 

The p resen t  lSgs to ry ,  s i n g l e - p i l e  house, a t y p i c a l  example of mid-19th century  Virg in ia  
vernacular  a r c h i t e c t u r e  was b u i l t  i n  two s tages .  The western s e c t i o n  of t h e  t h r e e  bays 
c o n s t i t u t e s  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p a r t  of the  house and was erec ted  ca. 1845-6. The easternmost 
bay was added s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r ,  ca.  1849. A t  t h i s  time t h e  brackets  may have been added 
a s  a Vic to r i an  embellishment. The wood-frame, weatherboarded house was o r i g i n a l l y  flanked 
by two e x t e r i o r  and chimneys: a t  t h e  t i m e  of t h e  ca .  1849 add i t ion ,  t h e  e a s t e r n  chimney 
was enclosed. The west chimney i s  l a i d  i n  f ive-course American bond and has  been d i s f i -  
gured by t h e  a d d i t i o n  of a b r i c k  furnace  f l u e  on i ts  face .  

The facade  (south)  is d i s t ingu i shed  by a one-story porch wi th  turned p o s t s  and a f l a t  
roof .  It  s h e l t e r s  t h e  o r i g i n a l  main ent rance  t h a t  r e t a i n s  i t s  o r i g i n a l  r ec t angu la r  t ran-  
som and paneled double doors.  A s i m i l a r l y  t r e a t e d  porch and doorway without  a transom 
is found on t h e  s i d e  ( e a s t )  e l eva t ion .  The porch has  been screened.  The r e a r  (nor th)  
e l e v a t i o n  has  a single-door en t ry  s h e l t e r e d  by a screergd ,  shed-roof porch f lanked by 
single-room l e a n  t o  add i t ions .  The gable  roof i s  broken by dormers, fou r  each on t h e  
nor th  and south  e l eva t ions ,  with 616 hung-sash windows. The long windows on t h e  west 
end a r e  a l a t e r  a l t e r a t i o n .  

See Continuat ion Sheet #I 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 
prehistoric X archeology-prehistoric - community planning - landscape architecture- religion 

- 1400-1499 - archeology-historic -conservation - law -science 
- 1500-1599 2 agriculture -economics -literature -sculpture 
A 1600-1699 &architecture -education X military - social1 
_1L 1700-1 799 - art engineering - music humanltarian 
.Z 1800-1899 - commerce - exploration/settlement philosophy -theater 
- 1900- -communications X industry - politicsigovernment t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

- invention - other (specify) 

Specific dates ca.  1845; ca. 1859 BuilderIArchitect unknown .. t r o r  nousel 
Statement of Significance [in one paragiaph) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Hardens i s  a lower James River farm t h a t  has been maintained a s  a d i s t ingu i shab le  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  u n i t  f o r  nea r ly  t h r e e  and a ha l f  cen tu r i e s .  The t r a c t  was f i r s t  defined 
i n  1638 when 750 a c r e s ,  between Sh i r l ey  Hundred and Turkey I s l and  Creek, were patented 
by El izabeth  Grayne. The proper ty  l a t e r  came i n t o  t h e  possession of t h e  H i l l  family 
and served a s  a q u a r t e r  of t h e  famous Sh i r l ey  p l an ta t ion .  The p resen t  modest house, 
a t y p i c a l  example of V i rg in i a  vernacular  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  was erec ted  i n  1846 by H i l l  
Carter of Sh i r l ey  f o r  h i s  son Lewis Warrington Car ter .  I n  1852 Hardens was acquired 
by David Walker Haxal l  of Richmond who es t ab l i shed  a sawmill t h e r e  and used t h e  farm 
t o  supply h i s  f ami ly ' s  ex tens ive  mi l l i ng  opera t ions .  During t h e  C i v i l  War Hardens was 
used a s  a Union communications s t a t i o n  and was l a t e r  a camp f o r  General P h i l i p  Sheridan. 
P r e h i s t o r i c  s e t t l emen t  p a t t e r n s  would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  Hardens was occupied from the  Archaic 
t o  t h e  Woodland period (8000 B.C. t o  1600 A.D.), thus i t s  undisturbed f i e l d s  could hold 
s i g n i f i c a n t  a rchaeologica l  remains. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

Hardens occupies a n  e leva ted  s i t e  on t h e  e a s t  bank of t h e  James River i n  a n  a r e a  where 
the  James runs no r th  t o  south.  I ts p o s i t i o n  on a major waterway and i t s  proximity t o  a 
l a r g e  swamp and e leva ted  f l a t  land s u i t a b l e  f o r  farming both  presegt  t h e  l i ke l ihood  of 
p r e h i s t o r i c  h a b i t a t i o n ,  perhaps a s  e a r l y  a s  t h e  Archaic period (ca. 8000 B.C.) Excava- 
t i o n s  of ad jacent  s i t e s  have y ie lded  evidence of indigenous occupat ions da t ing  t o  both 
t h e  Archaic and WoodIana per iods .  

Hardens may have been occupied by European s e t t l e r s  a s  e a r l y  a s  t h e  f i r s t  ha l f  of 
t h e  17 th  century.  I n  1638 Mrs. El izabeth  Grayne patented 750 a c r e s  loca ted  between Dog- 
hams Creek and Turkey I s l and  Creek. The same 750 a c r e s  i s  c i t e d  i n  a pa t en t  t o  !4r. John 
Flowre i n  1668 and described a s  loca ted  "between Sh i r l ey  Hundred and Turkey I s l and  Cr(eek) ... 
formerly posses t  by Robert Playne, dec 'd.  granted t o  E l i z .  Grayne Widow & by her  (by t h e  
name of Heyman) t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  sd .  Playne & l a t e l y  found to  escheat . .  ."' John Flowre i s  
mentioned s e v e r a l  times i n  t h e  few remaining c o l o n i a l  records  of Charles C i ty  County. 
Between 1658 and 1661 he served a s  cons table  f o r  Sh i r l ey  Hundred p r e c i n c t ,  a n  i n d i c a t i o n  
t h a t  he res ided  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y .  I n  1664 he so ld  a l l  h i s  personal  and r e a l  property t o  
George H a r r i s  of London. It would seem l i k e l y  t h a t  Edward H i l l  I1 acquired t h e  property 
known a s  Hardens s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h i s  t r ansac t ion ,  although t h e r e  a r e  no recorded deeds 
ex tant  t o  s u b s t a n t i a t e  t h e  s a l e .  P r e c i s e  documentation of Charles Ci ty  p rope r t i e s  is  
d i f f i c u l t  because of t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of many of t h e  e a r l y  county records  during t h e  C i v i l  
War. 

By t h e  e a r l y  yea r s  of t h e  19 th  century ,  Sh i r l ey  p l a n t a t i o n  and adjo in ing  farmlands, 
including Hardens, had passed t o  H i l l  C a r t e r ,  a descendant of Edward H i l l  through h i s  
grandmother El izabeth  H i l l  Car te r .  The Hardens Property began t o  se rve  a s  a "quarter" 
f o r  Sh i r l ey  and became known i n  p l a t s  and t ax  books by i ts  present  name. 

(See Continuat ion Sheet //I) 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

(See Continuation Sheet 82) 

10. Geoara~hical Data - - - - .- 
Acreage of nominated property 554 acres 

Quadrangle name Roxburv. Va. ; Westover, Va. Quadrangle scale 1: 24000 

UMT References 

A 1 1181 31 01 d 61 01 d I 41 11 31 91 21 8i  01 
Zone Easting Northing 

c 1 4 01 4 91 61 CI 1 41 11 31 71 51 31 01 
E 1 4 Q I/ 71 81 C( 1 41 11 31 71 41 21 01 

G 1 31 Q I/ 31 61 01 1 41 11 31 81 01 11 01 

' " 3 I 3 11 4 o bii;; 4 7"i 0 1  
Zone Easting 

Verbal boundary descr ipt ion and just i f icat ion Beginning at a point on W side of VA 5/156, about 1400'  
SE of intersection with VA 606 (Carters Mill Rd.); thence extending about 9300'  S along said 
side; thence about 1750'  WNW,then about 2000' WSW, then about 1900'  N, then about 1400' W to E 
bank of James River; thence about 4600' N along said bank; thence about 1500'  NE to W side of 

Lis t  a l l  s ta tes  and  count ies for propert ies overlapping s ta te  o r  county boundariekSee Sheet #3) 

state N/A code county N/ A code 

state N/ A code countv N/A code 

I 1 Form Pre~ared Bv 

nameltitle Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission Staff 

organization Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission date December 1981  

street & number 2 2 1  Governor Street teieohone (804) 786-3144 

Richmond 
city or town state Virginia 23219 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated signlflcance of this property within the state is: 

- national X -_ state - local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), 1 hereGy nominate this property for inclusion in th atlonal Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and ~rocedures set forth by tha/&eritage Conservation and Recreation Service. - 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

H. Brvan Mitchell, Executive Director // 

~- 
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Hardens o r i g i n a l l y  had a cen te r  passage plan;  the  p lan  became asymmetrical by t h e  
a d d i t i o n  of t h e  e a s t e r n  s e c t i o n .  The h a l l  conta ins  t h e  main open-well s t a i r .  The s t a i r  
has  a square  newel pos t ,  square b a l u s t e r s ,  and a molded handra i l .  The openings i n  the  
h a l l ,  a s  i n  t h e  o t h e r  p r i n c i p a l  rooms, have a r c h i t r a v e s  wi th  molded t r i m .  The paneled 
doors a r e  o r i g i n a l .  The p a r l o r  t o  t h e  e a s t  of t h e  h a l l  has  a p l a i n  c h a i r  r a i l .  The 
easternmost room has matchboard wainscot ing added l a t e r  i n  t h e  century .  A l l  t h e  prin-  
c i p a l  rooms have p l a i n  Greek Revival-s tyle  mantels.  The house is p resen t ly  undergoing 
an extens ive  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n .  

Hardens has  a small  complex of outbui ld ings .  Like t h e  main house, t h e  former 
k i tchen  t o  t h e  no r theas t ,  has  been enlarged by l a t e r  add i t ions .  The gable-roof 
s t r u c t u r e  is covered by weatherboarding and has 616 hung-sash. It has  been converted 
i n t o  a res idence .  Many of t h e  barns and sheds s tanding  on the  proper ty  d a t e  t o  t h e  
20th century.  Located t o  the  e a s t  of t h e  main house, a two-story tenant  house a l s o  
d a t e s  t o  t h e  20th century .  

The grounds surrounding t h e  house r e t a i n  a number of old t r e e s  and a small  orchard. 
The house commands a spec tacu la r  view of the  James River and Turkey Is land  and borders  
t h e  P resqu i l e  National  W i l d l i f e  Refuge. 

8. S ign i f i cance  

H i s t o r i c a l  Background 

Car ter  was a s e r i o u s  agronomist,  who, during the  f i r s t  q u a r t e r  of t h e  19th  century,  
abandoned t h e  c u l t i v a t i o n  of so i l -deple t ing  tobacco i n  favor of corn and g ra in .  

H i l l  C a r t e r ' s  f i r s t  son, Lewis Warrington Car t e r ,  f o r  whom t h e  present  Hardens house 
was b u i l t ,  was born i n  1822. He was named f o r  Lewis L .  Warrington, commander of t h e  s h i p  
on which h i s  f a t h e r  served a s  a midshipman during t h e  War of 1812. According t o  r e a l  
e s t a t e  t a x  r eco rds ,  H i l l  Car te r  i s  c red i t ed  wi th  bu i ld ing  t h e  house i n  1846. The va lue  
oE improvements on t h e  proper ty  was entered i n  t h e  tax  books a s  $1,250 with t h e  s p e c i f i c  
n o t a t i o n  "a l t e red  on account of bui ld ings ."  By deed dated 1847 and recorded a t  Charles 
C i ty ,  H i l l  Ca r t e r  and h i s  wife  Mary B. Car te r  gave t h e  700-acre Hardens t r a c t  t o  t h e i r  
son, Lewis. Lewis Car ter  added $800 i n  improvements t o  Hardens two yea r s  l a t e r ,  probably 
t h e  ex tens ion  on t h e  e a s t  end of t h e  house. 

Lewis W. Car te r  apparent ly  d id  not  take w e l l  t o  farming. I n  1852 he so ld  Hardens, 
inc luding  s l aves ,  wagons, threshing  machines, r eape r s ,  and o t h e r  farm equipment, t o  
David Walker Haxal l  of Richmond f o r  $20,000. According t o  Joanne Young's h i s t o r y  of 
Sh i r l ey ,  t h e  younger Car ter  then went t o  P a r i s .  

David Haxal l  was c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  P h i l i p  Haxal l ,  owner of t h e  famous Columbian 
f l o u r  m i l l s  i n  Richmond. A p l a t  drawn of Hardens f o r  Haxall  i n  1858 shows a p l an ta t ion  
of 617 a c r e s  wi th  a number of dependencies inc luding  t h e  dwelling house. The pa rce l s  
included corn  and g r a i n  f i e l d s  and one wooded p a r c e l  of eighty-two a c r e s  on which 
Haxall  b u i l t  a sawmill before  1862. The type and purpose of t h e  sawmill remains a mat= 
t e r  of conjec ture ,  bu t  i t  would have been steam powered s i n c e  t h e r e  was no convenient 
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8. S igni f icance  

H i s t o r i c a l  Background (continued) 

source  of water power i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y .  According t o  a h i s t o r y  of woodworking machinery 
f i r s t  published i n  t h e  l a t e  19 th  century,  s u b s t a n t i a l  progress  was made i n  t h e  develop- 
ment of plankmaking machinery i n  t h e  1850s. Chances a r e  p ax all's sawmill was the re fo re  
used t o  make planks o r  s h i n g l e s  from logs .  That i s  must have been a s u b s t a n t i a l  m i l l  
is c l e a r  from i t s  prominence a s  a landmark on s e v e r a l  C i v i l  War maps of t h e  a r e a .  It  
i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  no te  t h a t  t h e  t a x  books f a i l  t o  mention t h e  a d d i t i o n  of any phys ica l  
improvements t o  t h e  proper ty  i n  t h e  period 1858-1861. Perhaps t h e  sawmill, being lo- 
ca ted  i n  t h e  deep woods, escaped t h e  n o t i c e  of t h e  t a x  a s ses so r .  

Hardens f igu red  prominently i n  C i v i l  War a c t i v i t i e s  i n  the  a rea .  An 1862 map shows 
t h e r e  were two Union communications s t a t i o n s  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y ,  one of which occupied a 
bui ld ing  a t  Hardens. A f i e l d  r e p o r t  f i l e d  by General P h i l i p  H. Sheridan on May 14, 
1864, da ted  "Haxall ' s  Landing," i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  he was r e s t i n g  a t  Hardens, while  "re- 
f i t t i n g  and g e t t i n g  my command i n  c o n d i t i ~ n . . . " ~  According t o  l o c a l  h i s t o r i a n  John 
Speight ,  t h e  Federa l  spy s h i p  Teaser was captured o f f  Hardens during t h e  war. 

David Haxall  died i n  1870, and t h e  Hardens farm was so ld  by h i s  e s t a t e  i n  1876 
t o  J .  A. Wyatt. The p resen t  owner i s  David L. Far ley ,  whose family has owned t h e  
e s t a t e  f o r  t h e  p a s t  one hundred yea r s .  

l ~ e l l  Marion Nugent, Cava l i e r s  and Pioneers ,  Abs t ruc ts  of Virg in ia  Land P a t e n t s  
and Grants,  1623-1666, 1666-1695, Volume 11. (Richmond:Virginia S t a t e  Library ,  1977), 
p. 52 

2 ~ a r  of t h e  Rebel l ion,  O f f i c i a l  Records of t h e  Union and Confederate Armies 
(Washington, 1891) S e r i e s  I, I I I V I ,  pp. 778-779. 
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10. Geographical Data 

Boundary j u s t i f i c a t i o n :  The nominated t r a c t  f o r  Hardens c o n s i s t s  of 554 ac res .  It  
i s  bounded on the  west by t h e  James River,  on the  e a s t  by Route 5 which i s  a l s o  a l a rge  
p a r t  of t h e  nor thern  boundary and on t h e  south and nor th  by adjo in ing  proper ty  l i n e s .  
The nominated proper ty  fol lows t h e  l e g a l  boundaries of t h e  p resen t  owner, David L. Farley,  
a s  recorded i n  t h e  Charles C i ty  County Deed Book. With t h e  exception of two t r a c t s  of 54 
ac res ,  t h e  nominated t r a c t  fol lows approximately the  h i s t o r i c  boundaries found on a surveyc 
p l a t  made i n  1858 by James T. Redd f o r  David W. Haxall ,  a former owner. The 554-acre t r ac t  
c o n s t i t u t e s  t h e  ma jo r i ty  of t h e  750 ac res  patented nea r ly  300 years  e a r l i e r  by M r s .  
E l i zabe th  Grayne. The land use of t h e  nominated s i t e  c o n s t i t u t e s  farming, timber, and 
pas ture .  

Verbal Boundary Descr ip t ion  (continued) 

VA 5/156, t h e  p o i n t  of o r i g i n .  The boundaries a r e  drawn t o  co inc ide  with those  of p a r c e l s  
2 2 - 1  and 22-1D i n  t h e  records  of t h e  Charles Ci ty  County Commissioner of Revenue. 
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Topography by photagrammetrtc methods f rom aerlal photographs A G N  

taken 1963 .  F e d  checked 1 9 6 5  1 1 1  
Supersedes U. S Coast and Geadet~c  Survey map dated 1 9 5 3  8 1 1  

6' 1 ,  

Selected hydrographic data c o m p e d  f rom USC&GS Chart 5 3 1  (19641 
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T h ~ s  l n f o rma t~on  is  not ("tended for navlgattonal purposes 

Polvcon~c ~ r a ~ e c t # o n .  1 9 2 7  Nor th  Amer~can da tum i 
1 0 , 0 0 0 f o o t  grid based on V r g n t a  caardtnate system, south zone 
1000 meter Unwersal Transverse Mercator g r d  t c k s .  

UIM DECLlNATiON GRID AND AT 1965 CENTER MAGNETIC OF SHEET NORTH 

zone 1 8  shown in blue 

F n e  red dashed lines tndcate selected fence and field lhnes where 
~ e n e r a l l y  v i i b l e  on aerial photographs This n fo rma t l on  is  unchecked 




