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Greenfield. the  oldest  surviving, t_wo-story frame d w e l l k g  
i n  Charlotte County, fitands in an excel lent  s t a t e  of preservatfin.  
The house has a f ive-bay, s ingle-pi lc  two-story main sect ion flanked 
by two-bay one-story wings. Both the main sect ion and wings are  
covered by shallow gable roofs. The main sec t ion  has a modillion 
cornice while t he  wings have simple box cornices. Project ing from the 
main roof are  two interior-end chimneys. Shel ter ing the f ron t  v7 door is 
a gable roof porch supported on chamfered wooden ~ o s t s .  lhe f i r s t  f loor  
windows have nine-over-nine sash while those of the  second f loo r  have . 
six-over-nine sash. A shed roof ga l le ry  extends across the  r ea r  of the 
house. . . 

 he foca l  point of Greenfieldes i n t e r i o r  is t h e  handsme 
Georgian s t a i r  in the  center  ha l l .  The s t a i r  features  th ree  turned 
balusters  per s t ep ,  scrol led end boards, and molded hand r a i l .  In 
the dining room is a notable chimneypiece consis t ing of f lanking f loo r  
t o  ce i l i ng  f lu t ed  p i l a s t e r s  interrupted by a cha i r  r a i l  molding, and 
a t a l l  mantel with cornice s h e l f ,  archi t rave surround, and an unusually 
deep reeded f r ieze .  The matching par lor  lacks  p i l a s t e r s  and t h e  
mantel f r i e z e  is only p a r t i a l l y  reeded. The h a l l ,  par lor ,  and dining 
room a r e  a l l  t r ea t ed  with paneled wainscoting. The rooms in the 
wings and on the second f loor  have woodwork s imi la r  t o  t h a t  in the 
principal rooms but  it is more simple. Nearly a l l  the woodwork, hard- 
ware, and some of the  furnishings a r e  or ig ina l  t o  the  house. 

The house has undergone a recent renovation which included the 
addit ion of a kitchen wing on the  r ea r  of one of the wings, and the  
replacement of t h e  e a r l y  wooden shingle roof with one of concrete 
shingles. Sane of the  woodwork required replacement a s  wel.1. Green- 
f i e l d  has a handsome park-like s e t t i n g  t h a t  contr ibutes  t o  the  h o u s e ? ~  
aes the t i c  appeal and h i s t o r i c  flavor. 



Following Clement Read's Death, in 1763, Mary H i l l  Read, 
proved hersel f  t o  be one of t h e  most cospetent and accomplished 
"great planters" of the  region a s  well a s  a mother of t a l e n t  and 
matriarch t o  the  most powerful family of the  county. Clement and 

.Mary H i l l  Read's chi ldren made t h e i r  homes a t  Inglesj.de, Ash Camp . 
(s ince destroyed), Greenfield, and Retirement. 

Greenfield was t he  how p l a n t a t i i n  of f i l o n e l  1saacJ~ead(1739- 
1777). and remains today, a s  it has been s ince  h i s  death ,  owned and 
occupied by one of h i s  descendents. Isaac Read b u i l t  t he  house a t  
Greenfield in 1771, t he  year t h a t  he married Sarah Embra. The 
hand-hewn timbers and other mater ia l s  used in its construct ion were 
taken from t h e  site and fashioned by servants of the  p lan ta t ion  
community. 

. . 

. "\ .. 

. 

Following Isaac Read's ea r ly  death,  h i s  widow held tenancy 
in the  e s t a t e  u n t i l  t h e i r  son (born the  year h i s  f a the r  died)  a t t a ined  
h i s  majority. This son, Isaac Read II(1777-1823). i n  tu rn ,  l e f t  
Greenfield t o  h i s  widow, Anne Mayo Venable Read (1785-1869), under 
whose d i rec t ion  t h e  plantat ion prospered and became t h e  quint-essen- 
t i a l  home of the  Read Family and clan,  It was not u n t i l  the  impover- 
ished years following A p p a ~ t t o x  t h a t  the  e s f a t e  returned,  both i n  
ownership and administrat ion,  t o  male hands. W i l l i a m  Watkins Read 
(1821-1889) f i n a l l y  inher i ted Greenfield, which he managed to .  preserve 
i n t ac t  although, due t o  the  circumstances of t h e  times, it did not 
prosper. 

SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD (check One o r ~ o r e  r a  Appropriate) 

C] Pro-Columbiqnl 0 16th Century @ 18th Century 20th Century . . 
15fh Century 0 17fh Century 0 19th Century 

S P E C I F I C  D A T E I S I  ( I f  Appllcabls a n d K n 0 ~ " )  . 
LREM OF S I G N I F I C A N C E  (Chec* One or More m a  APPloPrlele) 

:,; r IAborigin0i , ,, , . C] E d u s ~ t i o n  . .  .,a .political , ... U r b ~ n  Planning . . .. .O P m h i s f e r i ~  . -- Engineering_ y : : ~  -2 j3 Rsligion/Phi.  - Othor (Specify) 

Historic C] Industry losophu n k t 0 r y  
Agriculture . ... i . invention,: . 2 ;;: j C] Ssian=? -: - , .. . 

[24 A r c h i f e ~ t ~ r .  Londscopo C] ScuIp*ure 

0 A,t Architacture ' Sociol/Human 

Commerce Litaroture itorion 

0 Communicolionr Mi l i lorr  Theater 

Consarrotion Q Music C] T r ~ n s p o ~ t o t i o n  

S T b T E U E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  

Clement Read patented 10.000 acres  i n  present-day cha r lo t t e  
County (formed from Lunenburg i n  1764) dur ing the  1730's. H e  estab- 
l i shed  himself a t  Bushy Forest and served in  the,offices--Clerk of 
the  County Court, Vestryman,, Colone1,of M i l i t i a ,  and Burgess-- which 
h i s  sons and grandsons would hold a f t e r  him.. He and h i s  descendents 
were, in  shor t ,  members of the  gentry of ru r a l  Virginis,; ' whb,.aS-1 
Charles Sydnor has observed: 

Xanaged the  business of the county and influenced the  l i v e s  
of t h e i r  neighbors in many important respects.  In l o c a l  a f f a i r s ,  
the  members of the gentry were the  governmnt; and it was they 
who applied t o  loca l  problems, both public and personal, such 
laws and po l ic ies  a s  t he  provincia l  government had adopted.: 
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#8 Sign if  icance 

The house and surrounding acreage are presently owned by 
Mrs. Stanley (Anne Charleton) Anderson; The remainder of the property is 
m e d  by Mrs. Anderaon'a brother, Read Charleton, t h e i r  mother being 
a descendant of Isaac Read. H. P. P .  
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