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John Wise remembered passing the  p lan ta t ion  a t  Roanoke a s  a youthful  
dispatch r i d e r  f o r  General Lee i n  1865: "It looked deso la te  and over- 
g r m .  'oh, John Randolph, John, John' thought I, a s  I rode by, 'you have 
got ten some o ther  Johns, i n  f a c t  the  whole breed of Johnnies, i n t o  a pack of 
trouble." The young dispatch r i d e r ,  born i n  1846, t h i r t een  years a f t e r  the 
grea t  statesman and o ra to r  had died,  was f a r  from h i s  own home on Virginia ' s  
Eastern Shore, and ye t  h i s  i n s t i n c t i v e  i den t i f i ca t i on  of John Randolph with 
Roanoke's heavily-wooded ac re s  should have surpr ised no one. Few men have 
been so c lo se ly  i den t i f i ed  with a place a s  Randolph was with Roanoke Planta- 
t ion  and Southside Virginia.  

The present  Roanoke P lan ta t ion  represents  a small  por t ion of the land 
patented i n  Southside during the  1730s by John Randolph's grandfather,  
Richard Randolph of Curles. It is subs t an t i a l l y  that t r a c t  of land, once 
known a s  the  Middle Quar te r  of Roanoke P lan ta t ion ,  where John Randolph had 
h i s  residence and kept h i s  famous s tud of blooded horses. A t  the  time of 
h i s  death i n  1833, Randolph owned 8207 acres  of productive land i n  Charlot te  
County. 

Following the  prolonged Randolph - w i l l  l i t i g a t i o n ,  Judge Wood Bouldirt 
purchased the Middle Quarter of Roanoke; the  Lower and Ferry Quarters along 
with Randolph's o ther  p lan ta t ions  passing t o  o ther  owners. The Middle 
Quar te r ,  being most in t imately  associated with the g rea t  and eccen t r ic  
Randolph, a t t r a c t e d  the  a t t e n t i o n  of h i s  contemporaries and successors who 
recorded t h e i r  impressions of the  land and buildings.  

John Randolph of Roanoke, Char lot te  County, Virginia:  the  wr i t t en  
and o r a l  t r a d i t i o n s  of Southside a t t e s t  t o  the  continued iden t i f i ca t i on  of 
the man with  the  place throughout the  nineteenth century;  Randolph, himself, 
adopted the  appendage, "of Roanoke." And so t o  t h i s  day -- i n  s p i t e  of the  
f a c t  t h a t  Randolph's successor a t  Roanoke was a dis t inguished member of the  
bench and bar and of the  Virginia Convention of 1861; and fu r the r  t h a t  t h i s  
gentleman is buried on the  p lan ta t ion ,  while John Randolph's mortal remains 
have long s ince  been removed t o  Hollywood Cemetery i n  Richmond -- no one 
questions the i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of the  man with h i s  home and plantat ion.  

With the  exception of a s i ng l e  defea t ,  Randolph was returned to  the  
House 6f Representatives each time he offered f o r  the  s e a t  from 1799 througt. 
1825. According t o  the  a r i s t o c r a t i c  Randolph, the  people of h i s  Congres- 
s iona l  D i s t r i c t  were "such cons t i tuen ts  a s  man never had before; and never 
w i l l  again." For t h e i r  pa r t  they returned him t o  the  House wi th . regula r i ty ;  
regarding him with  susta inedfascinat ion,  and evincing a deference already 
anachronis t ic  by Jeffersonian times. 

A man of r a r e  i n t e g r i t v ,  Randolph. who had become Majority Leader i n  
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the  House a t  the age of 28,  s ac r i f i ced  t h i s  posi t ion and gave up a l l  claims to  
fu ture  par ty  preferment o r  higher o f f i c e  when he broke with the Jefferson 
Administration over matters of pr incipal .  A decade l a t e r  h i s  vehement 
opposition to  the War of 1812 caused his  strongly-hawkish cons t i tuen ts  to  deny 
him reelect ion.  

He was elected t o  the Senate i n  1825, losing tha t  o f f i c e  i n  1827, 
he moved back to  the House. He served b r i e f l y  a s  Minister to  Russia and was 
a delegate--in the company of Madison and Marshall--to Virginia 's  Const i tut ional  
Convention of 1829-30. Three years l a t e r ,  he died a t  Philadelphia,  having 
completed the f i r s t  pa r t  of a journey tha t  was to  have car r ied  him t o  England 
i n  a l a s t ,  vain  attempt to  f ind peace of mind and body. H i s  mortal remains 
were returned t o  Charlot te  County and in te r red  beside h i s  " l i t t l e  cabin" a t  
Roanoke. 

Such a r e  the f ac t s  to be found i n  a thumb-nail sketch of John 
Randolph's career ,  but what of h i s  character  and worth? Randolph was a man 
of genius and parts--almost of necessi ty  h i s  biographers have been l e s se r  men. 
Randolph was a superb ora tor  and rhe tor ic ian ;  a s  such h i s  biography is i n  h i s  
speeches--of which the words along remain. To write the biography of a man 
whom a l l  recognize to  be & gene r i s ,  one of a kind, is no small task. Who 
o r  what w i l l  serve a s  analogies? How does the biographer contain and reduce 
such a subjec t  t o  manageable proportions? 
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f i e  pet  ch i ld  of nature ,  the pampered ch i ld  of fortune,  he might 
have been the object  of universal  admiration and universal  envy. 
The martyr of diseases  of mind and body, he was the v ic t im of 
dest iny,  inscrutable  t o  himself and incomprehensible t o  others.  
Who would not have been John Randolph? Who would have been? 
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thousand volumes, a formal dining serv ice ,  p o r t r a i t s  and engravings. Other- b i s e  ~ a n d o l p h ' s  home was not  unlike tha t  of the average Virginia farmer of 

the period. There a r e  several  de ta i led  descr ip t ions ,  a f l oo r  plan,  and 
/engraving of the two frame cot tages  which were known respect ively a s  the 

E 
ummer house and the winter  house. The one: cons is t ing  of a bedroom and 
ibrary  ups t a i r s ,  another bedroom and a drawing room downstairs, and a shed- 
ype porch with  unhewn posts and cobble-stone pavement, w a s  incorporated intc 

I 
he l a rge r  residence b u i l t  by Wood Bouldin. This building, destroyed by f i r e  

'n 1879, occupied a site d i r e c t l y  behind the la rge  tun-of- the-century 
rame house now used a s  the p lan ta t ion  residence. 

The remaining cot tage is an extremely simple one-story three-bay 
t ruc tu re  with exterior-end br ick chimneys. The building is covered by a 
teep gable roof and is fronted by a shed roof porch tha t  is framed in to  the 
t ruc tu re  of the cottage.  Immediately t o  the west of the  second cottage is 
two-room, gable-end-front frame s t ruc tu re  t ha t  has not been pos i t ive ly  

den t i f i ed  a s  da t ing  from the  Randolph occupancy. Behind these two build- 
ngs is an e a r l y  smokehouse. On the lawn j u s t  t o  the west of the  present 
esidence i s  a low rough boulder marking the s i t e  of John ~ a n d o l p h ' s  f i r s t  

Roanoke Plantat ion s t i l l  evokes the image of ~ a n d o l p h ' s  time and 
l i e u ,  and suggests something of h i s  personali ty.  While one of h i s  
abins" has been replaced by a l a t e r  l a rge r  house, the second (with i t s  

i tchen and an addi t iona l  outbuilding),  remains i n  a good s t a t e  of preser-  
t ion.  The wood has been c u t  back, but  not  eliminated. The roadway 
rough the p lan ta t ion  has been improved, but follows the o r i g i n a l  roadbed. 
some d is tance  from the house complex, there  is another e a r l y  building; 

i s  may have been an overseer 's  house and is present ly  
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1 3 E S C R I B E  THE PRESENT A N D  O R I G I N A L  of known) P H Y S I C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  

Roanoke's r i c h  river-bottom and h i l l y  pasture continue to  support 
a large-scale  l ives tock  operation a s  they did i n  John Randolph's time - 
although the blooded horses of tha t  g rea t  but eccentr ic  statesman, planter ,  
and equestr ian have given way t o  c a t t l e .  Direct ly  t o  the r ea r  of the 
house-complex, there  a r e  hundreds of acres  of dense woodlands, reminiscent 
of those which formerly enveloped Randolph's home. Contemporaries wrote of 
"remote and i so la ted  Roanoke. . ., where the dense primeval woods shut i n  
the two rude habitations." The honorable Member of the House of Represent- 
atives l ived i n  a house "so completely and closely environed by t rees  and 
underwood of o r ig ina l  growth, t ha t  i t  seemed to' have been taken by the top 
and l e t  down in to  the bosom of a dense v i rg in  forest ."  

The p lan ta t ion  complex a t  Roanoke included a' handful of outbuilding-s 
and the two small frame houses t h a t  together formed the rksidence. A con- 
temporary found Randolph's ''whole establishment so unique t h a t  it i s  worth 
going a hundred miles to  see;  so  much s impl ic i ty  combined with  so much 
elegance." The elegance provided by an outstanding l i b r a r y  of perhaps a 
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