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F o r m 1 0 - 3 0 0 U N I T E D S T A T E S D E P A R T M E N T O F T H E I N T E R I O R 
( D e c . 1 9 6 8 ) N A T I O N A L P A R K S E R V I C E 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PL 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM/io 

( T y p e all entries — complete applicable s e c t 

1. NAME 
10/T/69 

C O M M O N : 

Staunton H i l l 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C ; 

Staunton H i l l 
2. LOCATION 

STREET ANDNUMBER: ,8 m l . W of T u m l p Creek, .2 m i . SE o f R t . 619, 1.4 m i . SW 

o f i n t e r s e c t i o n o f R t . 619 and R t . 693. 
C I T Y O R TOWKy {•', 

. . Vlrginĵ a 
1̂ . CLASSIFICATION 

45 

C O U N T Y : 

C h a r l o t t e 037 

CATEGORY 

(Check One) 

D i s t r i c f 

S i t e 

• 

• 

B u i l d i n g 

St ruc ture Q 

O b j e c t • 

O W N E R S H I P 

P u b l i c • 

P r i v a t e 

Both • 

P u b l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

In P r o c e s s • 

B e i n g C o n s i d e r e d 

S T A T U S 

O c c u p i e d 

U n o c c u p i e d O 

P r e s e r v a t i o n work  
in p rogress I I 

A C C E S S I B L E 

T O T H E P U B L I C 

Y e s : 

R e s t r i c t e d Q 

U n r e s t r i c t e d Q 

No: H 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) . 

Agricultural • Government Q 

Commercial • Indus t r i a l • 

E d u c a t i o n a l • M i l i t a r y Q 

Ente r ta i nmen t • M u s e u m Q 

P a r k • 

P r i v a t e R e s i d e n c e H 

R e l i g i o u s Q 

S c i e n t i f i c | | 

Transportation 

Other ( S p e c i f y ) 

• 

• 

Comments • 

4 OWNER OF P R O P E R T Y 
O W N E R S N A M E ; 

David K . E . Bruce 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R ; 

C l T Y O R T O W N ; S T A T E : C O D E 
< 

Ul 
H 

B r o o k n e a l V i r g i n i a 45 
I-i 

> 
H 

5. LOCATION OF L E G A L DESCRIPTION Oq 
H-

ni 

C O U R T H O U S E , R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S , E T C ; 3 
H* 

C h a r l o t t e C o u n t y C o u r t House P3 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : S T A T E C O D E O o 
0 

C h a r l o t t e V i r g i n i a 45 (B 
h j 

c 
z 

APPROXIMATE ACRE AGE OF NOMIN ATED PROPER TY; 275 SLClCeS I-" 
O 

-t 
< 

6. R E P R E S E N T A T I O N IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
r t 
r t 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y ; m 

H i s t o r i c A m e r i c a n B u i l d i n g s S u r v e y I n v e n t o r y 

D A T E O F S U R V E Y : 1 9 5 8 F e d e r a l S State • C o u n t y • L o c a l • 
m 
z 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S ; -i 
n •n 

Q 
L i b r a r y o f C o n g r e s s 

< 
z 

70 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R ; 

U
M

B
E

I 

T3 
t/l 
C 
vt 

C I T Y O R T O W N ; S T A T E : C O D E m C I T Y O R T O W N ; S T A T E : C O D E O
N

L
 W a s h i n g t o n D i s t r i c t o f C o l u m b i a 08 

0 

> 

O
N

L
 

H 
m -< 



|7> D E S C R I P T I O N 

C O N D I T I O N 

I N T E G R I T Y 

E x c e l l e n t ^ Good • F o i r • 

( C h e c k One) 

De te r i o ra ted Q R u i n s Q U n e x p o s e d Q 

(Chec f t One) 

A l t e r e d • U n o l t e r e d 0 

( C h e c k One) 

M o v e d • O r i g i n a l S i t e ^ 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( I f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

B u i l t of brick covered with pink stucco, Staunton H i l l has a symmetrical 
two-story facade interrupted by a central three-story p a v i l i o n , the whole 
being fronted by a one-story Tudor-style gray marble veranda. The skyline 
of the house i s enlivened by a crenellated parapet, clustered octagonal 
chimney pots, and octagonal crenellated towers at the corners of the central 
p a v i l i o n . \ The rectangular windows on the second story of the facade contain 
simple Gothic Revival tracery, while the two-tiered Gothic window i n the 
central p a v i l i o n contains the more 'correct' perpendicular tracery with 
diamond pane glass. 

The plan of the house on the r i v e r front i s S5rmmetrical, having an octagonal 
vaulted entrance h a l l separating the dining room from one of the parlors. 
Behind the entrance h a l l i s the s t a i r h a l l which contains a divided staircas 
The other rooms on the main floor include a second parlor, the l i b r a r y , 
rear h a l l and service areas. Except for the dining roof the p r i n c i p a l 
rooms i n the house retain their fine Gothic Revival comices, woodwork, 
mantels, and g i l t pier mirrors.] Unfortunately, however, none of the 
o r i g i n a l suite of Gothic furniture remains i n the p r i n c i p a l rooms. 

Set i n spacious grounds overlooking the Staunton River, Staunton H i l l i s 
well preserved and excellently maintained. 
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(Number all entries) 
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E SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

P r e - C o l u m b i a n • 16th C e n t u r y Q 

15th Cen tu ry Q 17th C e n t u r y • 

18th C e n t u r y • 

19th Cen tu ry g ] 

20th Cen tu ry • 

S P E C I F I C D A T E ( s ) (If A p p l i c a b l e a n d K n o w n ) 1 8 4 8 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

A b o r i g i na l 

P r e h i s t o r i c 

H i s t o r i c 

Ag r i cu Iture 

Ar t 

C o m m e r c e 

C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 

C o n s e r v a t i o n 

E d u c a t i o n O 

I I E n g i n e e r i n g Q 

• Indust ry • 

I I I nven t ion Q 

IS?] L a n d s c a p e 

• A r c h i t e c t u r e • 

[ I L i t e r a t u r e Q 

• M i l i t a r y Q 

M u s i c • 

R^rfl|^/phji^[rp|yr[j 

NATIBNAL 

TheoW> P ' '; 

TransporfMUir^^^irj. 

^yrban Plonrti'ng 

Other (Specify) 

• 

• 

i /1 

lU 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.) 

Designed by John E. Johnson i n 1848, /staunton H i l l was b u i l t for Charles 
Bruce, a son of James Bruce, the V i r g i n i a merchandising magnatejand one 
of the richest men i n America i n his day. While the house was under 
construction Charles Bruce married Sarah Seddon whose brother l a t e r became 
Confederate Secretary of War. The isolated location Bruce chose for his 
house made the construction quite d i f f i c u l t since trained workmen had to 
be brought from Philadelphia and the building materials transported by 
water. The marble for the veranda was imported from I t a l y and the g i l t 
mirrors were ordered from Venice. The construction was of the highest 
standards. 

The building i t s e l f i s considered to be among the finest and best 
preserved Gothic Revival houses i n America. I t i s certa i n l y an excellent 
example of a style which i s exceedingly rare i n V i r g i n i a . The house i s 
now owned by David K. E. Bruce, United States Ambassador to Great B r i t a i n . 



9. (lAAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Nichols, Frederick D., "Mansions that Merchandising B u i l t " , Arts i n 
V i r g i n i a , Vol. 6, No. 3, Spring, 1966. 

O'Neal, William B., Architecture i n V i r g i n i a . New York: Walker and Company 
1968. 

10. G E O G R A P H I C A L DATA 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

C O R N E R 

NW 

NE 

SE 

SW 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 
• D E F I N I N - ^ G T H E C E N T E R P O I N T O F A P R O P E R T Y 

O F L E S S T H A N O N E A C R E 

L A T I T U D E L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees M i n u t e s Seconds 

37 ° 00 • 27 • 
D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

78 ° 51 ' 59 " 
-•-1 \ . • 

L I S T A L L S T A T E S A N D C O U N T I E S F O R P R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T A T E O R C O U N T Y B O U N D A R I E S 

111:1;: F O R M P R E P A R g P B Y 

C O U N T Y 

C O U N T Y : 

C O U N T Y ; 

/I/O 

on 

m 
m 

H 

n 

o 
z 
tyt 

N A M E A N D T l T L E : 

S t a f f , V i r g i n i a H i s t o r i c Landmarks Commission, James W. Moody, J r . . D i r e c t o r 
O R G A N l Z A T I O N 

V i r g i n i a H i s t o r i c Landmarks Commission 
S T R E E T AND N U M B E R : 

D A T E 

A p r i l 24. 1969 

Room 1116, Ninth Street State Office Building 
C I T Y O R T O W N ; 

R i c h m o n d 

S T A T E 

V i r g i n i a 45 
12. STATE LiAISON O F F I C E R C E R T I F I C A l lOM NATIONAL REGISTER VERIF ICATION 

A s the des igna ted State L i a i s o n O f f i c e r for the N a 

t i o n a l H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n A c t of 1966 ( P u b l i c L a w 

89-665), I hereby nominate th i s property for i n c l u s i o n 

i n the N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r and c e r t i f y that i t has been 

evalua ted accord ing to the c r i t e r i a and procedures set 

forth by the N a t i o n a l P a r k Se rv i ce . The recommended 

l e v e l of s i g n i f i c a n c e of this nomina t ion i s : 

N a t i o n a l State • L o c a l • 

Name 6 S ) v o ^ . 6 ^ 6 ^ X L f j u ^ . A V ^ x , 

D r . Edward P . A lexande r , Chairman 

T i t l e V l - r g i n i a H i . g f n r i r T . a n d m a r k s C o m m . 

I hereby c e r t i f y that th i s property i s i n c l u d e d i n the 

N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r . 

Chief, Office of Arctieology and Historic Preservation 

OCTl 1369 
Date 

A T T E S T : 

Da te June 2 , 1969 Date 

Keeper o/S"/ie National Regis 



'Form 10-301 UNITED STATES D E P A R T M E N T O F THE INTERIOR 
(Dec. 1968) NATIONAL P A R K SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HiSTORIC PL 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose wit, 

| i N A M E 
l Q / l / f i 9 

Staunton H i l l 
AND/OR HISTORIC: Staunton H i l l 

H 

U 

ZD 

OC 

h-

z 

U J 

UJ 

t/t 

2 L O C A T I O N 

STREET AND NUMBER; j ^ i . W o f T u m i p Cresk, .2 
o f i n t e r s e c t i o n o f R t . 619 and R t . 693. 

| S t , o f - R t . 619, 1.4 mi. SW 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

S T A T E ; 

V i r g i n i a 45 

C O U N T Y ; 

C h a r l o t t e 037 
3. M A P R E F E R E N C E 

S O U R C E : 

U . S . G . S . 15'. quadrangle Prookneal, Va. 
1:62500 
1956 

4 R E Q U I R E M E N T S 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Proper ty broundar ies where requi red. 

2. North arrow. 

3. La t i t ude and longitude re ference. 
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