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The complex of  s t r u c t u r e s  a t  Bellona Arsenal  inc luding  t h e  r u i n s  of  Major 
John C la rk ' s  e a r l i e r  foundry bu i ld ing  j u s t  t o  t h e  e a s t  a r e  bu t  a p o r t i o n  
of  the  o r i g i n a l  bu i ld ings  cons t ruc ted  dur ing  t h e  second decade of  the  
n ine teen th  century .  The a r s e n a l  quadrangle o r i g i n a l l y  cons i s t ed  o f - e i g h t  
bu i ld ings  enclosed by s t c n e  walls: t h e  t h r e e  s t o r y  main a r s e n a l  a t  the  nor1 
end wi th  i t s  p r o j e c t i n g  p a v i l i o n  and c i r c u l a r  t h i r d  s t o r y  windows, two 
o f f i c e r s '  q u a r t e r s  f l ank ing  the a r s e n a l ,  f o u r  workshops i n  p a i r s  on the  easl  
and on t h e  wes t ,  and t h e  t h r e e  s t o r y  bar racks  on t h e  south  end. Outside 
of  t h e  quadrangle and t o  tlie west sLood the  powder magazine, a low 
rec t angu la r  s t r u c t u r e  wi th  w a l l s  as much a s  f i v e  and one h a l f  f e e t  t h i c k ;  
the  s t r u c t u r e  was i t s e l f  surrounded by a s t o n e  wall t o  p r o t e c t  a g a i n s t  
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I Today t h e  pokrder'magazi6e s u & i v e s , s a n s  roof and t h r e e  of  t h e  workshops 
remain, a l l  e l s e  having been t o r n  down about  1872. Of t h e  t h r e e  workshops, 
two match each o t h e r  a c r o s s  t h e  o l d  quadrangle wi th  t h e  t h i r d ,  a s l i g h t l y  
l a r g e r  s t r u c t u r e  con~?ected t o  t h e  e a s t e r n  one. The b r i c k  bu i ld ings  have 

S t  n e f o u n d a t i o n s , a n d  a r e  two s t o r i e s  wi th  hipped roo f s  and i n t e r i o r  end I chimneys. The two s m a l l e r  workshops a r e  t h r e e  bays wide wi th  c e n t r a l  
en t r ances  and segnientzl arched openings wh i l e  t h e  l a r g e r  bu i ld ing  i s  s i m i l a r  
but  has  a f i v e  bay facade.  The t h r e e  bu i ld ings ,  be fo re  renovat icn  was 
begun i n  1942, were'empty s h e l l s  bu t  have been converted i n t o  a res idence .  
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Foundry i n  1814. He chose a s i t e  near  t h e  Hidlo th ian  Coal Kines on t h e  
south  s i d e  of  James River.  The r i v e r  wghway provided +icces,s,to t h e  

mines werc a p a r t  o f  t h e  g r e a t .  Richmond c o a l  bas in ,  which was the  near-  

i Major John Clarke,  a l r e a d y  an experienced armorer,  e s t a b l i s h e d  h i s  i lellona 

, i g  i r o n  furnaces  of  t h e  Valleyo a;s ~ { q l l ' z s  markets 'downstreem.   he c o a l  

monopoly s u p p l i e r  of  American manufactures a t  t h e  t i n e ,  and of  'Virginia  
i n d u s t r y  through 1865. I 

%jar Clarke  was ins t rumenta l  i n  a r r ang ing  f o r  t h e  loca.tio;l of a f e d e r a l  
a r s e n a l  i m e d i a t e l y  t o  t h e  west of  h i s  foundry. The Eel lona Arsecel c a s  
r ece iv ing  and s t o r i n g  Clarkb ' s  cannon from 1817. A l l  o t h e r  f u ~ l r t i o n s  of 
t h e  Arsenal  -- s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h e  r e p a i r  of  smal l  arms--were discontinued 
i n  1832. The Garr i son  was removed t o  F o r t  Monroe i n  1833 and a s i n g l e  
c a r e t a k e r  l e f t .  In 1837 t h e  a r s e n a l  was dec lared  su rp lus  proper ty ,  almost 
u s e l e s s  t o  the  Government. From 1337 t o  1842, Thonab Man3 Randolph an3 a 
p a r t n e r  leased  s e v e r a l  of  t h e  bu i ld ings  f o r  use a s  a silkworm farm. 
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When Ph jo r  Clarke d i ed  i n  1844, the  Foundry passed t o  h i s  grandson, D r .  J. 
L. Arc te r .  Archer l i v e d ,  a s  a tenant  of  t h e  Government, i n  m e  of the  
bu i ld ings  of  t h e  a d j z c e n t  Arsenal  complex. I n  1856 he purchasfd t h e  e n t i r e  
a r s e n a l  p rope r ty  f o r  $2,650 -- l i t t l e  more than  1% o f  i t s  c o n s t r v c t i o n  
c o s t .  On January 1, 1863, Archer leased both  a r s e n a l  and foundry 1-0 the 
Confederate S t a t e s  and remained on a s  Superintendent .  

Ee l lons  foundry was a major s u p p l i e r  of Government ordnance through rhe 
ante-bellurn per icd .  Together wi th  The Tredegas, i t  gave the  Old Uom:.nion 
two of  t h e  f i v e  pl .ants  cnstLng heavy cannon on t:he eve of  Secession.  
Although ou t s t r ipped  by the  Tredegar Forks durir,p t h e  \Jar, Bellonn serrr.2 
t h e  Confederacy w e l l .  Many e i g h t - i n c h  columbiada c a s t  t h e r e  were 
appropr i a t ed  by t h e  V i r g i n i a  a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  1861; t h e  foundry went Sack. 
i n t o  product ion f o r  t h e  Confederate Government i n  1.862. 

Thc a r s e n a l  proper ty  was so ld  i n  1877, a t  which time only  t h r e e  ~ ~ o r k s h c p s  
of  t h e  o r i g i n a l  e i g h t  bu i ld ings  survived.  The properry had chanzed Saads 
s e v e r a l  t imes when, i n  1942, M r .  M. C. Luck purchased and renovated the  

I 
su rv iv iug  bu i ld ings  . 
This Cascinatii lg complex of  h r i c k  wol:kshops and r ~ i n s  i s  enhanced by i t s  
b e a u t i f u l  s i t e  ovcrlcoki.ng t h e  low p l a i n s  of  the  James River v s i l e y .  

__ __.____-_l__._l____.-__ _ I - .  I 



Bruce, Kathleen. V i r g i n i a  I r o n  - h n u f a c t u r e  i n  the  Slave Era. New York, 
pp. 116-21, 192, 452 (map). 

Dew, Charles  B. .Ironmaker t o  the  Confederacy. New Haven, Conn., 1966, pp. 
47, 75, 86-7, 108, 177, 199. 

Gaines, William H . ,  Jr. "Guns, Silkworms, and Pigs :  Bellona Arsenal  and 
Foundry," i n  Vi rg in i a  Cavalcade, I11 (Autumn 1953): 32-37. 

I N I N C  THE C E N T E R  P O I N T O F  a P R O n E R r v  

-- Lr> 
A Y E S  I N D  COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES O v E R L I P P l N C  S T A T E  OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

rn 
rn 

- 
Z 

VI 

-1 

N A M E  A N D  T I T L E :  ' ( 3  
S t a f f ,  V i re in i a  Historic-L~nfipnrks C o n ~ ~ i s s i o n .  James W. Moo?, J r . ,  ~ i r e c t o ~ , /  

O R O A N I Z I T I O N  C D A T E  -3 I Virg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Comnission I .., [~ecember  :S ;  197f - 
S T R E E T  A N D  NUMBER: 0 

. , 

- -5L4 -- Ln 

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICAT!Q&-- 
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