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-FA IR  _ U N E X P O S E D  

C H i C X  ONE C l l i C K  ONE .- 
A . G : ~ ~ L I E R F ~  LOXIGINALSI~E 
_ALTERED _ M O V t D  DATE- 

I ti - 
DESCi(13i THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF K>iO\.VN) PHYSICALAPPEAiiANCE 

Castleriood o c c u p i e s  a  f l a t ,  open t r a c t  o f  l a n d  on t h e  e a s t e r n  e d s e  of t h e  
v i l l a g e  o f  C h e s t e r f i e l d  Cour t  FIouse. The l o n g ,  f i v e - p a r t  f rame house  rras b u i l t  
i n  a t  l e a s t  trro, and  p o s s i b l y  t h r e e ,  s t a g e s  Zur ing t h e  second  decade  o f  t h e  
n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  It p r o b a b l y  a c h i e v e d  i t s  p r e s e n t  form by 1820. 

The c o r e  of t h e  d rze l l ing  house  i s  a  t w o - s t o r y  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  i t s  e n t r a n c e  i n  t h e  
r ~ e s t  one-bay-vide  g a b l e  end .  A t  t h e  o p p o s i t e  end  is an e x t e r i o r  end chimney l a i d  

i i n  F l e m i s h  bond. F l a n k i n g  t h i s  c e n t e r  s e c t i o n  a r e  s t o r y - a n d - a - h a l f ,  trio-bay 
I wings ,  a l s o  w i t h  Flemish-bond e x t e r i o r  e d  c h i n n e y s ,  connec ted  t o  t h e  main  b l o c k  
I by o n e - s t o r y ,  one-bay hyphens .  Al though  a l l  f i v e  s e c t i o n s  have  g a b l e  r o o E s ,  box 

1 c o r n i c e s ,  and beaded ~ r e a t h e r b o a r d s ,  t h e r e  a r e  many d i f f e r e n c e s  among t h e n .  The 

I c e n t r & _ s g ~ ~ t i o n  i s  se.t on  a Flemish-bond basement which was o n c e  p a i n t e d  r e d  v i t h  
-.. . 

I 
r x i t e - l i n e d  m o r t a r  j o i n t s ,  a s  r e v e a l e d  by a  ~ r o t e c t e d  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  u n d e r p i n n i n g .  
I ts windows have n i n e - o v e r - n i n e  s a s h  and  molded s i l l s ,  and  t h e r e  i s  a  s m a l l  s e n i -  
c i r c u l a r  l u n e t t e  i n  t h e  e n t r a n c e  g a b l e .  A n o d e r n  porch ,  d e s i g n e d  by Richmond 
a r c h i t e c t  S c o t t  R a : ~ l i n g s ,  r e p l a c e s  a n  E a s t l 2 k e - s t y l e  porch which f o r m e r l y  s h e l t e r e d  
t h e  e n t r a n c e .  Tne porch  i s  modeled o n  t h a t  a t  R e s r ~ i c k  i n  Por,ihatan County. I ts  
g e n e r a l  s h a p e  c o i x c 3 e n t a l l y  r e s e m b l e s  markings  l e f t  by t h e  o r i g i n a l  porctl ,  d i s -  
c o v e r e d  when t h e  l a t e r  one  rias removed. 

The n o r t h  wing i s  t h e  e a r l i e r  o f  t h e  trio a z d ,  w i t h  i t s  hyphen,  a p p e a r s  o n  t h e  
b a s i s  o f  i t s  p r o p o r t i o n s  and d e t a i l s  t o  p r e d a t e  any of  t h e  o t h e r  s e c t i o n s ,  o f f e r i n g  
c a u s e  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  i t  may have  been b u i l t  a s  a  p a r t  o f  a n o t h e r  s t r u c t u r e  and 

.. roved t o  i t s  p r e s e n t  s i t e  a f t e r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  house .  The. ~. . . 
win2 and i t s  hyphen a r e  s e t  o n  a  t&e_110~j2...&,eri~an-band . basemcnt  a7.d h a v e  
beaded window s i l l s  and n i n e - o v e r - n i n e  and s i x - o v e r - s i x  s a s h  w i t h  l o u v r e d  b l i n d s .  
Pen t  c l o s e t s  f l a n k  t h e  chimney, and trio na r ro r i  pedimented dormers  w i t h  f o u r - o v e r -  
f o u r  s a s h  b r e a k  e a c h  r o o f  p l a n e  o f  t h e  wing.  Both wing and hyphen a r e  e n b e l l i s h e d  
w i t h  p u n c h - a n d - d e n t i l  mold ing  a p p l i e d  t o  t h e i r  c o r n i c e s .  

The s o u t h  wino P a  2-- d - hypJhen, though c l e a r l y  b x i l t  l a t e r  t h a n  any o f  t h e  o t h e r  t h r e e  
s e c t i o n s ,  a r e  s e t  o n  a  Flemish-bond u n d e r p i ~ ~ i n g  and c o n s e q u e n t l y  may a n t e d a t e  t h e  ! ! 
e:.:istence o f  t h e  n o r t h  W i n g a s  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  house .  T h i s  win:: and h;.ph.en . i 

have l a r g e  r i i n d o ~ i  o p e n i n g s  v i t h  s i x - o v e r - s i x  s a s h  and l o u v r e d  b l i n d s .  There  e r e  
trio g a b l e  dormers  on e a c h  s l o p e  o f  t h e  rring r o o f ;  t h e y  a r e  l a r g e r  t h a n  t h o s e  on 
t h e  n o r t h  wing 2nd have s i x - o v e r - s i x  s a s h .  i 

T i~e  p l a n  oE Cast1e~;rood i s  v e r y  s i m p l e .  E,ach o f  t h e  wings and hyphens c o n t a i n s  
a  si.ng1.e room, v h i l e  t h e  c e n t r a l  b l o c k  h a s  e n  e n t r a n c e  h a l l  s t r e t c h i n g  a c r o s s  
t h r .  f r o n t  \,,it11 3 p a r l o r  bcliind i t .  A h;i thxoz3 h a s  bccn i n s t a l l e d  i n  t h e  r;est e r ~ d  o f  
tile parLos ,  and a  !:itci~en 1135 been b u i l t  3 3  an ; lc ldi t i .on t o  t h z  r e a r  o f  tllc i ! o r t i ~  
> ; I ,  bo!:l~ s i n c e  L9;,8. 

I ; .  . , t - i ~ , ~ i p ; . ! !  st:>.:-r ric;-.; i n  tiic , l o l - t I ~ i ! e j ~  ; J T ~ C > L .  o f  til: t i i l ' L l .  :It i s  il cLc,,:.,,?- 
c - 

: , i ~ - i n ~ ,  l,-i,l..?c : . , ; , : t i  I t i ~ r n i c !  l : n ~ - ~ ! s ~ ~ r ; .  

l - , !  ; : . . : . , i 1  i : ;  thc r : ! ! . ;  otI?:.r c !cco~~nt lc jn  i n  t h i s  roil?.  
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Castleilood, a t  t h e  e a s t e r n  edge of C h e s t e r f i e l d  Court House, i s  a t  once one of  

t h e  county ' s  f i n e s t  and most puzz l ing  e a r l y  n ine teen th -  cen tu ry  houses. The f i v e -  
per! bui lding,  e r e c t e d  i n  s e v e r a l  s t a g e s  of  u n c e r t a i n  sequence, con ta ins  a  h igh ly  
v a r i e d  group of  r o o m  whose e m b 2 l l i s h e n t  ranges from the  n o r t h  wing's  n'ive 
gos~se-vorlc t r i m  t o  t h e  e l abor - t e ,  f i n e l y  wrought, bu t  equa l ly  p r o v i n c i a l  decora t ion  
of  ti-e sou th  wing. Probably executed i n  t h e  1830s, the  woodrqork i n  t h e  south  
x.-ing i s  a p p a r e n t l y  t h e  worii oE an unknorm, but  h i g h l y  imagina t ive ,  i t i n e r a n t  
c r a f t s n a n .  

'Zce land upon which Castle:iood i.ras b u i l t  was granted  t o  Henry IJ infree in 1754 and 
r eaa ined  i n  Winfree hands unEi l  1816, when 180% a c r e s  of  land were s01.d t o  Parke 
l o l n d e u t e r ,  c l e r k  of  t h e  C h e s t e r f i e l d  County Court from 1812 u n t i l  h i s  death i n  
1SI.7. I t  nay  be t h a t  the  c e n t r a l  s e c t i o n  of  t h e  house was b u i l t  by t h e  Winfrees 
j u s t  be fo re  they  s o l d  t h e  land  o r  t h a t  Po indes t e r  had i t  e r e c t e d  when z. 
hc acqui red  t h e  p rope r ty .  A t  any r a t e ,  t h e  C h e s t e r f i e l d  t a x  r eco rds  f o r  1820 
a s s e s s  Poindexter  f o r  300% a z r e s  of land  ( i n c l u d i n ~  120 a c r e s  acqu i red  from 
Chr is topher  Bass) and f o r  b e i l d i n g s  va lued  a t  $3,000, of r.rhich $1,600 worth rras 
noted as  having  been ndded s i n c e  1817. From thi.s evidence i t  would appear t h a t  by 
1820 t h e  house had reached i r s  p re sen t  s t a t e ,  except  f o r  t h e  d e c o r a t i o n  i n  t h e  s o ' ~ ~ t h  
rring r.ihich was probably added. about 1835 when s i n i l a r  decora t ion  was i n s t a l l e d  
n t  Xorvood i n  Powhetan County. 

Poindes ter  d i e d  i n  18G7, and h i s  land was s o l d  t o  1.Jilliam E .  I l o r ~ l e t t ,  " toge the r  
c i t h  t h e  mansion house and o t h e r  inprovenents." Howlett ass igned .the t i t l e  t o  
>.lexander Jones, and he i n  t u r n  s o l d  i t  t o  George I i .  Nolley who, i n  1860 conveyed~ 
L.  . ~ n s  house and 86 314 a c r e s  of land  t o  t h e  hlethodist  Episcopal  Church South.  The 
ci-xrcLi in tended t o  u s e  t h e  hot?=? as"a residence of t r a v e l l i n e  n i n i s t c > r s , "  a  
fucci-ion which i t  served  u n t i l  1872, when a  3s -ac re  s e c t i o n  of  h e  propzr ty  ( inc lud -  

i tile house) ,  kno1.m a s  "t'r!e i.!ethodist Parsonz!ge," rias s o l d  t o  b1artin Ilnrnish f a r  
SI,OSO (deed recorc:cd i n  157;). I l l rn i sh  -- - -- conveycd i t  t o  3iar:;:;rzt and Robert 
:;:rtiev ___. i n  1877, a?.zl J?hn J. i l x d ~ r s o n  purchnsed t h e  hoasc and 100 a c r e s  o f  land 
. .-- --. 
I..-. th<: Sa r i~ l - . .  L~ e s t n t c  in 15c2 to:- S2,090. ii.. s ~ l d  i t  i n  tilt sane yi,;~;: t o  
~. . .. 

.:,. ls:::~?!~:.:, :;. pi~L:: i l !~L,z :.,: $:,I.;@. .Jd::;,-,s 1:. i,,:.;>>:::~n, aac  o f  l!cr ltc:i::;, ;IL,<;IJ~L-L,,.: 
. . > <.,: c;:2 If;:!: ,;.. ~:: .,;,:!; [ , L - ( , ! > - : ~ , l y  & : r i , . ~ , .  .> i!,~:; i,,,., ; ,2~. : ; i , ; .<2 ?:7:!:. t,:.:~ , ,  .,,~, . . , 

- .  , .  - 
,,!?,> ; : ~ < ~  L :,;>:, . . . : L;,: :,L ~ 1:;: :!n:~,-,L,,..; . <-,:, L:,: < . . ; ; I :  i.,..,:,~ c >  c ~! ! c ' : ; , . , :  

. : . ;  ~. . ; I  L .L . .: - .. ; : :: :. ~ ' .  '. . .. : i  . L;2c, i , . ,>j tL ~:,+i,! l ? ~ j : ,  v!:l,!i~, l,~::.~:!<~~i~. ;,<:8..d L b :  p::,!>- 
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V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landnarks  C o m i s s i o n  Staff A 

I 
DATE 

i 
ORGANIwTIoN i 

V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks C o r x i j s i o i l  June 1976 I 
S T R E E T &  F iUMBER TELEPHONE 1 

221 Governor S t r e e t  804 786-3143 I 
CITY 08 TO'WN STATE 

Ric:?nond V i r s i n i a  . ~ - I 
? a s ~ ~ l ~  HISTOXIC BRESEXVATIOIaJ OFFICE2 CE;?.'SIFICATiQN 

i 
kn . . .  . . . . . . . ~  . , .  I 

THE ~VAL'UATED SIGP~IFICANCEOFTHIS i ' i iOPERN WITHIN THE STATE IS: 1 
. NATIONALS STATE); LOCAL I 

;he designated state ~ i ~ t ~ ~ , ~  picsewation oi-;icg for the Natior31 H,srorlc ?iesswation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89.665). ' 1 
! 

inclusion i n  the National Register and certlb that it hss been evaluated according th? ! 
~ r i t t ? i i ~  and the National Park Service. i 

I 
i 
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( 2 )  V i r g i n i a  i I i s t o r i c  Landaarks Commission Survey 
1 9 6 8 ,  1 9 7 1 ,  1 9 7 6  Staire 
V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission 
Richmond, V i r g i n i a  . 23219 
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Ths p a r l o r  con ta ins  handsme end-wall decora t ion ,  w i th  shal low e l l i p t i c a l - a r c h e d  
reces_ses, capped w i t h  molded keystones,  f l ank ing  t h e  f i r e p l a c e .  Both r e c e s s e s  . -- 
have now been a l t e r e d  f o r  bookshelves, bu t  the  south  r e c e s s  former ly  conta ined  
an e x t e r i o r  door which i s  v i s i b l e  i n  o l d  photographs. The mantel i s  coaposed oE 
s , r ?p t r i ca l ly  molded p i l a s t e r s  suppor t ing  a  t a l l  f r i e z e  w i t h  f l u t e d  e n t a b l a t u r e  
blocks and a  c e n t r a l  t a b l e t  bear ing  an e l l i p t i c a l  p a t e r a .  A deeply  molded, 
d e n t i c u l a t e d  s h e l f ,  broken o u t  over  thk t a b l e t s  and blocks,  surmounts t h e  whole, 
x~hich  admirably s e t s  o f f  t h e  King-oE-Prussia marble surround. A p l a s t e r  c o r n i c e  
2nd recessed-panel  wainscot ing  a r e  c e r r i e d  around t h e  room. 

-. l ne  basement d i r e c t l y  beneath t h e  p a r l o r  o r i g i n a l l y  served  a s  the  d in ing  roon. 
There i s  an e x t e r i o r  door i n  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  co rne r ,  and a mantel  w i t h  a  reeded 
a r c h i t r a v e  and d e n t i c u l a t e d  s h e l f  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  room's former e l e v a t e d  s t a t u s .  
' iL~e j o i s t s  a r e  p r e s e n t l y  exposed, bu t  t h e r c  rras o r i g i n a l l y  a  p l a s t e r e d  c e i l i n g .  
S o ~ a  square  b r i c k  t i l e  i s  v i s i b l e  beneath t h e  p resen t  conc re t e  f l o o r .  

The n w h e n  i s  ve ry  p l a i n ,  wi th  a  ba r re l -vau l t ed  c e i l i n g  and w i t h  @:<posed, 
o r i s i n a l  beaded weatherboards on t h e  fo-%.er n o r t h  e x t e r i o r  w a l l  o f  t h e  main s e c t i o n .  
A s t a i r  descends t o  t h e  basement a ~ a i n s t  the  west r ra l l  o f  t h i s  hyphen. The n o r t h  
rr* i n  c o n t r a s t ,  has v e r y  e l a b o r a t e  p r o v i n c i a l  r,loodwork of  a  na'ivetg n s t  matched 
by any of  t h e  o t h e r  rioodrgork i n  t h e  house. The h i g h l i g h t  of  the  room is the mante l .  
S top - f lu t ed  p i l a s t e r s  suppor t  a  double e n t a b l a t u r e ,  t h e  love r  p o r t i o n  being 
heav i ly  reeded acd t h e  upper  p o r t i o n  having p l a i n  e n t a b l a t u r e  blocks and a cent ra l .  
t ;?>l- t  x.iiti1 a h i2 : l - re l ie f  reeded e l l i p t i c a l  pa t e ra .  The f r i e z e  between t h e  b locks  
a d  t a b l e t  i s  e m b ~ l l i s h e d  raith broad Elu tes  fu r t i l e r  decorated w i t h  "thm%'onail1' 
gou;;ing. Recessed-panel wainscot ing  r r i th  a  reeded c h a i r  r a i l  i s  c a r r i e d  around 
t ie  room, and i n  thn southi iest  tor!.-;r, a n a l a n  s t a i r  provides t h e  on ly  access  
t o  tile uppzr  roon of t h i s  i;inz. :,!is i s  an open- s t r ing  s t a i r  w i t h  two square 
b a l a s t c r s  t o  a  t r e a d  and a  squa re  newel. 

M i n e  decora t ion  i n  t h e  sou th  hvr&yn-~;~.~j$ng uas appa ren t ly  c a r r i e d  o u t  ca .  1835 
an2 thus probably pos tda te s  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  these  two scc t iuni ;  of  the  house. 
'II:? :;iiidori o:-icni.n::s h r r c  n a y  hrivz been c.nl;lr:ecl a t  t h a t  time. TneX hyp'.~n has a 
?;it c l l i p r i c ~ i l  ceiling vna1.t i i i t i i  a  cei,trill : ~ c ~ ? n t h u s - L c a ~  P I - a s t ~ r  OrS~;~(int.  

. . 
" . .  '~ . , : ~ , , t t  :I x.;i:>~ : c ~ j ; ~ i : ; i i ~ : s  r!!:, r : ~ : ~ ;  t 0 :  :~bc~r,,. LC: xc,,::, i ~ n  ~ I I P  h.0315;,3; i. t s  l x : ~  ,' .~:.L, ~ I ~ I ! , I . , I ~ : I I  t a -  
- .  . . L . .  i ;  : , i ! : :  LL,  I . I :  , !  . : 1 ,  nF,,]:nL t$;r~-.ty 1 , 1 i i < ! >  T:;:.,:: < I [  

. .  ~ . , ,. T: :~ , :,!.I ! L ! ~ , !  r . l ( , i -L  .:<,'.!s<,, - . . I :  .'L:~,.,ll.!t:,~%, c;<1,1.,: :.-. I L , , ?  ; . , l : : l ,L<,J .  i2;  f l ?< !  Eo<l:s 0. L~ll., r,>o,.;. 
.. . -- 

C<7i:i:1~iii~i!i c c ~ l . ~ ~ ~ ! ~ ~ t : t c : ;  : . , L K ~ ~ > : I T ; ~  21: ::;,( ~!! ,I  a.crl:-e l > i . ; . , i ~ l ~ ~  c,:tF,\~l L i ~ . , ; ~ t ~ , , . !  ..: !it!~ 
;, ::iyl i~ 1 f , , , l ~ , ~ : !  ,,,:: >,.>. L,L.I, r)!:!,j::,,.i: i~L:;:, , J u l c l  :.,I:;:; I:!? c ; ; ~ r : ~ . ~ t ~ ~ ~ ; i ~ s L C ~ ~  IKI:I::': .. . . 

. , , : .~ . : - :  L A ! 1 . ;  !;; ,LL ,  i,; L::., I ~ ~ . , ~ !  , ~ ) ;  ~ 1 . ~ , ~ : : ~ . i c ;  h.. [oiii~r r o i u : ; , ~ ;  il,. L i l ?  y ~ . . ; , . , ' '  I L )  
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support  t h e  cornrce .  Uetr.reen t h e s e  a r e  deeply i n c i s e d  f l u t e d  r o s e t t e s ?  The 
e n t a b l a t u r e  blocks a r e  carved w i t h  handsone pineapples ,  and a  f l u t e d  e l l i p t i c a l  . 
pa te ra  occupies  t h e  c e n t r a l  t a b l e t .  The door and window frames a r e  t r e a t e d  a s  
ped icu le s  w i t h  s ) m e t r i c a l l y  molded suppor t ing  corn ices  which a r e  s m a l l e r  
v e r s i o n s  of  t h e  mante l ' s  e n t a b l a t u r e ,  w i th  t h e  except ion  of sma l l  s t y l i z e d  oak 
t r e e s ,  s u b s t i t u t e d  f o r  t h e  pineapples  of t h e  mantel .  The doors and t h e  
spaadre l -panelsbeaea t 'n  . the_s<adoris-are decorated wi th  r a i s e d  bands of  f l u t i n g .  
Tnere i s  a  handsome p l a s t e r  c e i l i n g .  A h igh ly  enriched d e c o r a t i v e  band c a r r i e d  
around t h e  edges of  t h e c e i l i n g  frames a  c e n t r a l  p a t t e r n  of  c o n c e n t r i c  c i r c l e s  
i n s c r i b e d  w i t h i n  a  square  a r e a  c r e a t e d  f r o 3  a  p a t t e r n  of  r e c t a n g l e s .  

One e a r l y  ou tbu i ld ing  sun . ives  i n  t h e  £ o m  of a  f r a n e ,  pys;xnida1-roo.Fed s t r u c t u r e  
wi th  a  coved corn ice .  It may once have been a  d a i r y ,  a l though i t s  alteration f o r  
use  a s  a  garage  has  made i t s  o r i g i n a l  func t ion  impossible  t o  determine.  kin 
e a r l y  photograph shows t h a t ,  for.  a t  l e a s t  p a r t  of  i t s  ex i s t ence ,  t h e  bu i ld ing  s tood 
next  t o  t h e  e a s t  end of  t h e  main block,  near  t h e  e x t e r i o r  en t r ance  t o  t h e  base- 
ment d in ing  row.. 
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