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 NAME ,- - > $ ,  

HISTORIC 

Chester Presbyterian Church (Preferred) 
AND/OR COMMON 

Chapel of Chester Presbyter ian Church 

 LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER Northeast corner of i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  

Osborne Road and S t a t e  Route 10 -NOTFOR PUBLICATION 

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Chester  - VICININOF Th i rd  (David E. S a t t e r f  i e l d ,  111) 
STATE CQDE COUNTY CODE 

V i r g i n i a  5 1  C h e s t e r f i e l d  041 

 CLASSIFICATION 
CATEGORY 

-DISTRICT 

LBUILDINGI~I 
-STRUCTURE 

-SITE 

-0WECT 

OWNERSHIP , . STATUS , , ,  , 

IPUBLIC ' . ' -OCCUPIED 

LPRIVATE , , LUNOCCUPIEO 
-BOTH -WORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
-IN PROCESS -YES: RESTRICTED 

-BEING CONSIDERED LYES: UNRESTRICTED 
. , -NO . ' i; . . ' < 

. . 
PRESENT USE 

2AGRICULNRE -MUSEUM 

-COMMERCIAL -PARK 

-EDUCATIONAL -PRIVATERESIDENCE 

-ENTERTAINMENT &RELIGIOUS 

' .  -GOVERNMENT -SCIENTIFIC ~. 

ANDUSTRIAL -TRANSPORTATION . : . . 
- ~ ~ ~ M I L I T A R Y . . . :  . I - LOTHER: ' ' 

. . 
NAME 

Hanover ~res'bfrte*-dl.!Executive O f f  i ces ..' . .  
. .... 

. , 
STREET& NUMBER ' ' . .  

1205 Palmyra Avenue ' ' 
raw TOWY STATE ".,, .-.... 

Richmond VICINITY OF V i r g  i a i a  23227 

 LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

REGlsTRV OF C h e s t e r f i e l d  County Courthouse 
STREET& NUMBER 

ClN. TOWN STATE 
C h e s t e r f i e l d  V i r g i n i a  

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission Survey 
DATE 

-. . - 
DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission - - 
CITY TOWN STATE 

Richmond V i r g i n i a  23219 



CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK O N E  

-EXCELLENT -DETERIORATED LNALTERED -ORIGINALSITE 

X-GOOD -RUINS ALTERED XMOVED DATE 1954 
-FAIR -UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Chester Presbyterian Church i s  an elementary expression of American Gothic 
Revival architecture.  The wood-frame s t ruc ture  measures 20 by 30 f e e t  and is 
covered by a steeply pitched gable roof with r e l a t i ve ly  deep, unornamented eaves. 
When or ig ina l ly  constructed, the  church was located on the eas t  s ide  of Winfree 
S t ree t  a t  the in te rsec t ion  with G i l l  S t r ee t  i n  Chester, approximately one-fourth 
mile from the present location.  It was moved in t ac t  t o  the new s i t e  i n  1954 i n  
order t o  stand adjacent t o  a new church begun by the congregation t h a t  year and 
completed i n  1956. The move resul ted i n  the current concrete-block foundation being 
subst i tuted f o r  the  or ig ina l  one of stone. The simple gabled belfry ,  blown o f f  by 
high winds i n  1948, was reconstructed following the move, and i n  it was hung a b e l l  
formerly used i n  a Seaboard A i r  Line Railroad steam locomotive. 

The diminutive s t ruc tu re  is but three bays deep with the three windows on each s ide  
hung with six-over-six sash. The top 6f each window is pointed i n  an attempt t o  
suggest a Gothic arch, with the top panes shaped accordingly. Capping each window 
is a panel cu t  i n  the form of the  top of a lancet arch, i n  the  center  of which is an 
applied wooden s t a r .  Wo smaller pointed windows lacking the lancet  panels a r e  
s i tuated above the main entrance, and between them is an unornamented round panel 
suggesting a rose window. A wide lancet arch is used f o r  the  main entrance, and 
f i l l i n g  it is a pa i r  of vertical-board doors. A s e t  of modern brick s teps  with 
iron r a i l i ngs  ascends t o  the entrance. 

The church's i n t e r i o r  f i n i s h  o r ig ina l ly  consisted of wide pine boards f o r  both 
flooring and walls. The walls have been plastered and the f l oo r  is now carpeted. 

' A  choir  l o f t  i s  i n  the r ea r  of the space and the or ig ina l  rostrum dominates the  
f ront .  The church r e t a in s  i ts  or ig ina l  wooden pews, nine on e i t h e r  s i d e  of a center  
a i s l e .  Louvred i n t e r i o r  shu t te rs  shade the s ide  windows. Conventional l igh t ing  
and heating have been in s t a l l ed  s ince the relocation.  

The church's s e t t i n g  i n  a grove of pine t rees  i s  scen ica l ly  pleasant,  and were 
it not f o r  the modern foundations it would hardly be apparent t h a t  the  building has 
been moved. Behind the church is the modern Chester Presbyterian Church, an unob- 
t rus ive  Colonial-style s t ruc tu re  i n  quiet  t as te .  
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SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

-PREHISTORIC 

-1400- 1499 

-1 500.1 599 

-1600.1699 

-1 700-1 799 
X -1 800-1 899 

-1900- 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 
ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC -COMMUNIN PLANNING -LANOSCAPEARCHITECTURE XRELIGION 
ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC -CONSERVATION -LAW -SCIENCE 

A G R I C U L T U R E  -ECONOMICS -LITERATURE '-SCULPTURE 

ZARCHITECTURE -EDUCATION -MILITARY XSOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 
A R T  -ENGINEERING -MUSIC -THEATER 
-COMMERCE -EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT -PHILOSOPHY -TRANSPORTATION 

-COMMUNICATIONS - INDUSTRY -POUTICS/GOVERNMENT -OTHER (SPECIFY) 

A N V E N T I O N  

SPECIFIC DATES 1880 
- - -  

BUILDEW- T. Martin Grove 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Reconstruction was not exclusively a period of humiliation and b i t te rness  for  
Virginia; many incidents occurred tha t  softened resentment between Northerners and 
natives of the  Old Dominion. The simple, Gothic Revival-style Chester Presbyterian 
Church, the  oldest  re l ig ious  s t ruc ture  i n  the c m u n i t y  of Chester, stands as a 
symbol of the  numerous minor occurrenc'es t ha t  served t o  heal the wounds of a divided 

I 
nation. Organized i n  1878 by a group of Northerners, the  church brought former 
enemies together through worship i n  a common fa i th .  

, 
i The or igins  of the  Chester Presbyterian Church a re  more worldly than godly. A b u t  

ten  years a f t e r  the c lose of t he  War Between the S ta tes ,  a rumor was c i rcu la ted  i n  
I 
i the North t h a t  General Benjamin Butler had buried a mi l i t a ry  chest  containing 

$80,000 when he was forced t o  evacuate eastern Chesterfield County i n  1864. The 

I location of the chest  was supposed t o  be i n  the v i c i n i t y  of Chester S ta t ion  (now 

I 
Chester) near the base of a large pine t ree .  Inspired by the hope of finding the  
fortune, some s i x  o r  more Northern families moved t o  Chesterfield County and began 

I buying up land, preferably t h a t  with pine t rees .  Once se t t l ed ,  the families 1 determinedly probed t h e i r  property, but unfortunately the only so l id  mater ia l  
they s t ruck was rock. 

1 Besides being fortune seekers, the newcomers were f a i t h f u l  Christ ians,  primarily 
Presbyterians and Congregationalists. However, not only was there  no church of 1 t h e i r  denomination i n  Chester, but the one house of worship there, a Methodist 
chapel, held services  barely once a month. The families thus were forced t o  repa i r  
to  e i t he r  Petersburg o r  Richmond f o r  s a t i s f ac t ion  of t h e i r  s p i r i t u a l  needs, an 
a c t i v i t y  t h a t  soon proved t o  be an expensive proposition. As a r e su l t ,  the Northerners 
s e t  about organizing a church t o  serve not jus t  themselves but the e n t i r e  community. 
The "Presbyterian Church of  Chester, Virginia" thus was formally organized i n  1878 \ 

\ as par t  of the  Hanover Presbytery. 
I ' The name most remembered i n  the formation of the church is T. Martin Grove, one of 

the seekers of But ler ' s  chest ,  who came from Batavia, New York around 1877 bringing 
with him h i s  parents, h i s  brother Charlie, and Charlie's wife and two children.  
After two years of f r u i t l e s s  searching, Grove's family returned t o  New York. 
Although f inanc ia l ly  des t i t u t e ,  Grove (who had s ince married) e lected t o  remain 
and continue h i s  par t ic ipa t ion  i n  the establishment of t he  church. Perhaps it was 

a sense of g u i l t ,  about opportunity seeking i n  a war-ridden land, t h a t  brought out  
i n  Grove a fee l ing  of penitence. I n  any case, for  a year he labored almost s ingle-  
handedly, with no pay, building the simple wooden church. The church was dedicated 
November 9,  1880 with Dr. Wses D. Hoge of the prestigious Second Presbyterian 
Church of Richmond conducting the service.  Music was provided by a melodeon, the  

* SEE Continuation sheet #k l  
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SIGNIFICANCE (Continued) 

g i f t  of the Presbyterian Church of Phelps, New Yorlg. On the Tuesday following 
the dedication, T. Martin Grove, h i s  work completed, moved back t o  New York. 

Except f o r  a period of two years when it was vacant, the  church served the cornnunity 
u n t i l  i ts  congregation outgrew i t  i n  1954. I n  tha t  year a s i t e  f o r  a new church 
was selected ( i ron ica l ly  i n  a grove of pine t r ee s ) ,  and the present church 
s t ruc tu re  was erected. Affection for-the l i t t l e  wooden building remained s t rong,  
however, and it was moved i n t a c t  t o  the new s i t e  t o  be preserved. Today it 
stands as  a fond and famil iar  landmark for  the community of Chester and i s  used f o r  
weddings, soc ia l  functiom,and meetings. 

Architecturally,  the  Chester Presbyterian Church i s  a typical  example of the  scores 
of wooden churches erected throughout Virginia i n  t he  l a t e  nineteenth century t h a t  
exhibited the influence, i n  highly modifked form, of the Gothic Revival movement. 
It i l l u s t r a t e s  how loca l  builders employed Gothic motifs i n  a most simplified 
version t o  give t h i e r  otherwise austere  buildings a "religious" aspect. 
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Burkley, Phyll is  and Polly Fisher. "Chester Presbyterian Church," The 
Independent Virginian, Chesterfield,  Virginia , April 26, 1972. 

Unpublished research mater ia l  i n  Virginia Historic Landmarks Comission 
Archives. 
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 FORM PREPARED BY . '  . 
NAME /TITLE .. 

Virginia ~ i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission S ta f f  ,~ . 
, :  DATE ORGANIz4TION 

Virginia His tor ic  Lanbarks  Conmission May, 1976 
STREET& NUMBER TELEPHONE 
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CITYORTOWN . . . STATE 

Richmond Virginia-  .-23219 : . ,- : . 
. . . . . .   STATE . . .  HISTO,RIC ,... . - - .  . * , t i  PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION ,: 

THE EVALUATED $IGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL- STATEX LOCAL - 
As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic.Preservation Act of 1966 IPublic Law 89-6651.1 
hereby nominate this prope lusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 

e National Park Service. 
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