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' Greenway Court was i n  F a i r f a x ' s  time a small  complex of bui ld ings .  The main 
bui ld ing  was a story-and-a-half s t r u c t u r e  wi th  long s loping  roof i n  back 
and f r o n t .  There were chimneys studded wi th  swallow and mar t in  coops a t  
each end of t h e  house. Two small b e l f r i e s  were evenly spaced on top of t h e  
roof i n  between t h e  two end chimneys. The f r o n t  roof w a s  p ie rced  by four  
dormer windows and sloped down i n  t h e  o ld  Vi rg in i a  fash ion  i n t o  low p ro jec t -  
ing  eaves t h a t  formed a verandah extending along t h e  e n t i r e  l e n g t h  of t h e  
house. From t h e  f l a g s t o n e  pavement of t h i s  porch one looked o u t  a c r o s s  a 
t e r r a c e d  lawn t o  a green  meadow and t h e  Blue Ridge. Negro se rvan t s  l i v e d  
i n  log  huts  s c a t t e r e d  about  i n  t h e  woods. The only o t h e r  s i g n i f i c a n t  
s t r u c t u r e  w a s  t h e  l imestone Land Off ice ,  28.4 f t .  x 18.4 f t . ,  where q u i t  
r e n t s  were received and land records  kept .  

The main bui ld ing  a t  Greenway Court was ' intended t o  be t h e  s teward ' s  house 
(explaining t h e  b e l f r i e s )  and t h e  f i r s t  of a s e r i e s  of bui ld ings .  None of 
t h e  o t h e r s  were ever  b u i l t .  Of t h e  main bu i ld ing  put  up by Fa i r f ax ,  nothing 
now remains. When t h e  roof  co l lapsed  i n  1834, t h e  r e s t  of t h e  house was 
t o r n  down. The Land O f f i c e  s t i l l  s t ands .  It was probably b u i l t  i n  1762, 
when t h e  land r eco rds  were t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  Greenway Court. The door i s  made 
of hewn boards given double th ickness  by o t h e r  boards l a i d  d i agona l ly  on t h e  
i n s i d e  and secured t o  those  on t h e  o u t s i d e  by hand-wrought c l inched n a i l s .  
The l imes tone  w a l l s ,  28.4 f t .  x 18.4 f t . ,  a r e  extremely th i ck .  The four  
narrow windows a r e  f i t t e d  wi th  heavy wrought i r o n  s t a p l e s  and hooks f o r  
t h e  purpose of boarding up t h e  windows a t  n i g h t .  The f i r e p l a c e  has  a 
t r i a n g u l a r  f l a g s t o n e  hea r th .  The bui ld ing  was r e s t o r e d  i n  1930, but  has 
d e t e r i o r a t e d  s i n c e  then  w i t h  d i suse .  
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Nearby i s  a log  smolcekrmse, 10  f t .  x 10  f t .  of hewn logs  squared, which 
r . . . . c  

i n e f e a d  of: being notclied a t  t h e  ends a r e f i t t e d  i n t o  
f o u r u p r i g h t  corner  p o s t s  by a s o r t  of torgue and groova arrangement. The 
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w a l l s t a r e  n i n e  f e e t  h igh  and a r e  surmounted by a con ica l  roof wi th  a f l a t  
overhang of a b p u t t h r e e  f e e t .  The door is 5 f t .  3 i n  x 3 f t .  and 3 i n .  
thi~k;'"~t$!'~onst~uction is s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  of  t h e  Land O f f i c e  door.  This  
bui ld ing ,  l i k e  t h e  Land Of f i ce ,  i s  s u f f e r i n g  from d i suse  but  s t i l l  s tu rdy .  

The b r i c k  farmhouse a t  Greenway Court was b u i l t  around 1828 and i s  i n  u s e  
a s  a p r i v a t e  r e s idence  today. 

BOUNDARIES: Greenway Court i s  loca ted  on t h e  proper ty  of J . C .  Digges, a 
farmer. He runs  a modern farm and is not  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  maintaining t h e  
h i s t o r i c  bui ld ings  on h i s  land .  Since t h e  rest of t h e  Digges proper ty  has 
been enormously a l t e r e d  s i n c e  t h e  time of Lord Fa i r f ax ,  t h e  boundaries 
inc lude  only  t h a t  p a r c e l  of land ,  about a c r e s ,  conta in ing  t h e  Land 
Off ice ,  Smokehouse, and 1828 b r i c k  bui ld ing .  
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A s  shown by t h e  b r i g h t  r e d  l i n e  on t h e  accompanying copy of a n  a e r i a l  photo- 
graph, l a b e l l e d  "J .C .  Digges & Sons, Inc." and i n i t i a l l e d  a s  being a c c u r a t e  
i n  1974, from a p o i n t  on a s i d e  road running west  from Vi rg in ia  Route 658, 
a t  t h e  junc t ion  of l o t  P18 (1.7 a c r e s )  and t h e  road ,  proceed nor th  along t h e  
western l i n e  of l o t  P18, west a long t h e  southern  l i n e  
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S T A T E M E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  

~ r e e n w a ~  Court was t h e  wilderness manor of Thomas Lord Fa i r f ax ,  p rop ie to r  
of V i r g i n i a ' s  f i v e  m i l l i o n  a c r e  Northern Neck. Of t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  e rec t ed  by 
Fa i r f ax  i n  1748, only  t h e  Land O f f i c e  remains. Here q u i t  r e n t s  were c o l l e c t  
and h e r e  George Washington, t h e  youthfu l  surveyor h i red  by Fa i r f ax ,  probably 
kept  h i s  ins t ruments .  

HISTORY: Lord F a i r f a x  i n h e r i t e d  t h e  Northern Neck g r a n t  from h i s  mother, 
a daughter of Thomas, Lord Culpeper. I n  1669, Charles I1 had granted t o  
s e v e r a l  l o y a l  f r i e n d s  a l l  t h e  land between t h e  Rappahannock and t h e  Potomac 
Rivers .  I n  1673 Lord Culpeper bought out  t h e  grantees  and became t h e  
s o l e  p r o p r i e t o r .  

Fa i r f ax  f i r s t  l a i d  out  a res idence  a t  Greenway Court i n  1747, a t  which time 
t h e  p l a c e  was c a l l e d  " the  Quarter." I n  1751, Fa i r f ax  was joined by h i s  
nephew from England, and together  they went t o  l i v e  a t  what was now t o  be 
c a l l e d  "Greenway Court Manor." f air fax's l i f e  here  was not  happy. He had 
come t o  Vi rg in i a  completely embit tered because h i s  f i ancee  had married 
another  inan; he would i n v i t e  no women t o  h i s  l a v i s h  p a r t i e s .  Q u i t  r e n t s  
were n o t  always w i l l i n g l y  paid,  and he  was cons tan t ly  involved i n  boundary 
l i t i g a t i o n .  The only peer t o  have h i s  ch ief  res idence  i n  America, Fa i r f ax  
l i ved  i n  comparative s i m p l i c i t y  on h i s  f r o n t i e r  e s t a t e  u n t i l  h i s  dea th  i n  
1781. He was an e a r l y  pa t ron  of George Washington, whom he engaged a s  a 
su~veyoefor.-~Ehree.ye&~s,  1749-51. It i s  thought t h a t  t h e  g r e a t  p e e r ' s  
q p e r i e n c e ,  sophist&at$an a* ...... . -. and l i b r a r y  d id  much t o  broaden t h e  young 
Vi rg in i an ' s  intergsts . .and out looks.  Like many o the r  landed men, Fa i r f ax  , , . . . .  - . . . .- , . . , 
was a ~ ~ b a l i s t  during t h 8  American Revolution. When t h e  news of Cornwall is '  ..;..- - 
qurrend'er-~$$$, t h e  ;la fmn turned i n  h i s  bed t o  remark t h a t  i t  was time 
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f a r  him t 6  di'e. 

I 










