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0 Excellent KJ Good:: 0 Fair 0 Deteriorated 0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 
CONDITION ------------------------------

(Check One) (Check One) 

0 Altered ~ Unaltered 0 Moved ~ Origlnal Site 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (ii known) PHYSICAL APPEARANC ... E 

Fairfield house is presently a five-part complex with a two-and-a-half 
story hipped roof central block having walls of irregular native limestone 
ashlar throughout. Twentieth-century additions to the complex include 
the dormers on the central block, the one-story attached dependencies at 
the farthest ends of the complex, the additions to the rears of the 
original one-story wings, and the broad screened-in one-story porch on 
the garden front; the small one-story portic,o on the entrance front is 
a nineteenth-century addition. 

The plan of the central block is a striking parallel to that of Kenmore, 
having the drawing room extended across three of the five bays on the 

'·J ' • . 

garden front, with two nearly square rooms in the other corners. The 
stairhali 'is arranged almost pr~cisely as that of Kenmore, the stairway 

_ascending
1
:in die same mann~r, a~d -haviI}.g,~ similar balustrade detail. 

J.J ,., . , . ·- •. 
Fairfield lacks the rich plaster-work decoration of Kenmore, but the 
surviving woodwork and panelling in the principal rooms is of fine quality. 
The drawing room chimney-piece features a panelled overmantel flanked by 
Doric pilasters on pedestals. 

Fairfield retains a number of o~d outbuildings, none of which can be 
positively dated from the eighteenth century. The most interesting is the 
large brick, frame and stone barn to the sa.ith of the house. A much enlarged 
and altered early overseer.' s house stands to, the east\. of .the main house. 
Fairfield's extensive gardens are ornamented with an abundance of fine 
English boxwood, some,.of .which is believed to have survived from the 
ei.gh,t;eenth .• c~ntury. -..~ . The _pas..taral set.ting _of. the entire· .c·omplex is quite 
beautiful ···and . unspoiled • 
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PERIOD (Checlc One or More aa Appropriate) 

0 Pre-Columbian I O 16th Century 

O 15th Century O 17th Centuty 

· ~ 18th Century 

0 19th Century 

0 20th Century 

'SP£CI_FIC DATE(s> (It Appffcable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Claeclt One or More ae A_pproprlate) 

,· L ! A~or .. iginol .. ,. .. I; 

0 Prehistoric . 

D Historic 

0 Agriculture 

D Architecture 

1K] Art 

D Commerce 

0 Communi coti ons 

D Conservation 

Q J .. du.cati ~ , _ •; • 

0 cnghttterint 

D Industry 

D Invention 

D Londscope 

Architecture 

D Literature 

0 Military 

0 Music 

0 Political ~ ~ ~ · 
0 Rerigiori/Phi; 

losophy 

D Science 

D Sculpture 

D Socio I/Human-

itarian 

0 Theater 

0 Transportation 

r; CJ Urban_ Plo'lning . 

liJ Other (Specify) 

History 

STAT-EMENT OF SiGNIFICANCE 

-·--t Ir ,t 

( ~ ' ' \.. .... , . . t-: : . 
Around 1765 Warner Washington (171_~-179)> marr

1
ied Hannah. ,Fai(~~x, 

daughter of William Fairfax of Belyoir •.... Wash_ip.gto~;,, who r1as .'.3-: 
grandson of Lawrence Washington (d·.' 1697/98) ahd therefore a _first 
cousin· of George Washington, lfad previously been married to Elizabeth 
Mason of New Kent County. About the time of Warner Washington's 
second marriage, he acquired some 1600 acres from his brother-in­
law, George William Fairfax, in a part of Frederick County that 
later became Clarke County. On this tract, called Fairfield, 
Warner Washington erected the massive stone mansion which probably 
was completed by 1770. George Washington visited his cousin at 
Fairfield on numerous occasions, as the General's diaries indicate. 

Fairfield has a close architectural kinship to several Tidewater 
Virginia houses, most notably Kenmore. It has been suggested 
that the appearance of Fai~field may have been influenced by 

<John ·'Atrls, 'an c~f:rchue1ct ·¥'tom w~itmdr~1ahd ~countY wlid ·wis .. iliv:trig-; 
in the vicinity of Fairfield at the time it is believed to have 
been built. Regardless of the design source of Fairfield, it 
remains one of the largest and most impressive of the interesting 
group of stone colonial mansions in northern Virginia. Its 
historic significance is greatly enhanced by its associations 
with the first President and his family. 



Ford, Worthington Chauncey, ed., The Washington Family. New York: 1893. 
Waterman, Thomas Tileston, The Mansions of Virginia, 17f>6-1776. New 

York: Bonanza Books, 1945. ---- ~~ 
Wayland, John W., Historic Homes of Northern Virginia. Staunton, Va.: 

The McClure Company, Inc., 1937. ~ 

Wayland, John W., The Washingtons and Their Homes. Staunton, Va.: 1944. 
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LATITUDE ANO L<:>NGITUOE COORDINATES 
OEF~Nlli.lG A· RECt·AN-GLE, -LOCATING T-H&:.PAOl?~TY ·, ,0' 0£FININ.G THE CENTER. POINT OF A PROPERTY 

· • ·· OF LEs·s tHAN TEN ACRES i----"-T-------------------~ R i-------------..-------·----...t, 
CORNER LATITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

NW 39 ° 
NE 39 o 

SE ;· ·jg 0 

11 . 
11 ' 
10 ' 

37 " 
37 " 
30" 

L.ONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

77 0 

77 0 

77 0 

56' 45" 
55' 43" 
"55· It;~.' ·43 • 

6 • 45· 

LATITUDE 

Degrees Minutes 
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APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 560 acres 
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Staff, Vir inia Historic Landmarks Commission James W. Mood Jr. Direct r r, 
ORGANIZATION DATE -t 

Vir inia Historic Landmarks Commission· November 19 196 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Room 1116 Ninth Street State Office Bu· 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE 

Richmond 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service.' The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National D State [Xl Local D 

Dr. Edward P. Alexander, Chairman 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Chief, Office of Archeolo~y and Historic Presetvation 

Date ----------------------

ATTEST: 

Title Virginia Historic Landmarks Commi sion 

Keeper of The National Re~istet 

Date ---.--........ ----------------
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS 

1. Property broundaries where required. 

2. North arrow. 
3. Latitude and longitude reference. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

STATE 

Vir inia 
COUNTY 

Clarke 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

ENTRY NUMBER 

mi. E of intersection with Rt. 610. 

DATE 

t . 2 mi. S of Rt. 340, • 2 ·--------------1 
(l TY OR TOWN: 

.fBerryville vicinit 
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

45 Clarke 043 

View of front from the West. 



U.S.G.S. 7i' quadrangle (Scale:. 1 :24000) 
Berryville, Va.-W.Va. (1955) 

Fairfield 
Latitude 

NW .39° 11 ' .37" 
NE .39° 11 ' .37" 
SE 39° 10 1 .30" 
SW .39° 10 1 30" 

Longitude 
77° 56' 45" 
77° 55' 43"'. 
77° 55' 43" 
77° 56. 45"' 



Virginia Dept. of Historic Resources

Legend
County Boundaries

Title: Date: 2/28/2017  
DISCLAIMER:Records of the Virginia Department of Historic Resources (DHR) have been gathered over many years from a variety of sources and the representation
depicted is a cumulative view of field observations over time and may not reflect current ground conditions.The map is for general information purposes and is not
intended for engineering, legal or other site-specific uses.  Map may contain errors and is provided "as-is".  More information is available in the DHR Archives located at
DHR’s Richmond office.
 
Notice if AE sites:Locations of archaeological sites may be sensitive the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), and the Archaeological Resources Protection Act
(ARPA) and Code of Virginia §2.2-3705.7 (10).  Release of precise locations may threaten archaeological sites and historic resources.
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DHR No. 021-0029
Location Coordinates
1. Latitude:  39.184740
Longitude:  -77.943850
2. Latitude:  39.191100
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