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 NAME I I 

HISTORIC 
The Meadow; Huntingdon (Prefer red)  - 

AND/OR COMMON 

 LOCATION Approximately .7 m i l e  NE o f  Boyce; -7 m i l e  S o f  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of S t a t e  
Routes 620 and 652; approximately 800' S of'  Page Run. 
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CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

?-UNALTERED !!-ORIGINAL SITE 

A L T E R E D  --MOVED D A T F  

------ 
DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Huntingdon i s  a T-shaped farmhouse s e t  atop a knoll  i n  the  open farmlands adjoining 
Boyce i n  Clarke County. Bui l t  of rubble limestone, the  or ig ina l  five-bay house was b u i l t  
ca. 1830. To it, a s ing le  p i l e ,  rubble-limestone e l l  was added ca. 1850. During the  
20th century, a one-story porch a t  the e a s t  s ide  of t h i s  e l l  was enclosed i n  several  
stages,  c rea t ing  a two-story service wing. 

The main block is  lit with 9/9 sash on the  first f loor  and 6/9 sash on the second. 
The windows a r e  flanked by ear ly  l o w r e d  bl inds and wrought-iron shu t t e r  s tays  and have 
stone jack arches over them. The f i n e  stonework is further dist inguished by handsome 
guoins a t  the  corners of the  building. A gable roof, trimmed with a simple box cornice,  
covers the  house and is crowned by brick i n t e r i o r  end chimney stacks. The entrance t r ea t -  
ment is d i s t inc t ive .  The narrow f r o n t  door i s  surmounted by a fan l igh t  with wooden muntins 
and is  shel tered by an o r ig ina l  pedimented porch supported on coupled Roman Doric columns 
and s ing le  f lu t ed  Roman Doric p i l a s t e r  responds. The base of the porch has been r e b u i l t  
and enlarged i n  t h i s  century. 

. The three-bay e l l  is t rea ted  i n  a manner s imilar  t o  the main block, bu t  it is covered 
with a roof which is hipped a t  both ends and thus is unconnected t o  t h e  main house roof. 
A box cornice, b r ick  chimney stack, and 9/9 and 6/9 sash a r e  used, a s  on the  main block. 
Along the  e a s t  s i d e  of t h i s  e l l ,  a porch of uncertain age, bu t  v i s i b l e  i n  ear ly  20th- 
century photographs, has been enclosed t o  provide kitchen and bathroom f a c i l i t i e s .  

The plan of Huntingdon is a simple one. The main block is a two-story, single-pile 
"I-house" with a c e n t r a l  passage flanked by one room on e i t h e r  side.  There i s  a s ingle  
room i n  the  e l l  which i s  separated from the main block by a cross passage. 

The most e laborate  decoration i s  found i n  the  large west par lor  of t h e  or ig ina l  
section. A l a rge  mantel is i t s  focal  point.  Coupled Roman Doric colonnettes similar t o  
the por t ico  columns support paneled entablature  blocks surmounted by a shelf  broken out  
over the  blocks. The symmetrically molded (double cyma) f r i e z e  is embellished with a 
paneled t ab le t .  The surround and hearth a r e  made of black marble. Turned corner blocks 
and a sharply molded cha i r  rail complete t h e  trim. 

Aside from the  open-string s t a i r  with i t s  slender turned newel; round, rmped-and- 
eased banis ter ;  pierced sawn brackets;  and two rectangular ba lus te rs  t o  a tread, the 
passage i s  notable f o r  the surviving pegboard on the  west wall. This p e g b o ~ d  r e t a ins  

a l l  but one of its o r ig ina l  pegs. 

The e a s t  par lor  has a mantel s imilar  to ,  but much plainer  than, t h a t  i n  the west 
parlor.  The f r i e z e  here is undecorated. Original c lose ts  f lank the  chimney breast ,  and 
a pedestal  cha i r  r a i l  is car r ied  around the  room. 

The open-string s t a i r  i n  the  e l l  passage has an e l l i p t i c a l  banis ter ,  two rectangular 
ba lus te rs  t o  a t read ,  and a heavy turned newel. I n  t h e  rear  (dining) room is a p la in  
Greek Revival mantel consisting of p i l a s t e r s  supporting an unadorned f r i e z e  and single- 
element shelf .  

Worthy of spec ia l  mention is +-he profusion of or ig ina l  hardware i n  the house. A l l  

of the locksexcept the  one on the f ront  door survive. These include large brass box 
locks on the e a s t  and west par lor  doors, "elbow" locks on the c e l l a r  and rear  doors of the 

(see Continuation Sheet #l) 
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_INVENTION 

DATES 1830 (Original portion) 
BUILDER/ARCHlTECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

A t  the end of the  18th century, there  occurred an exodus of members of Tidewater 
Virginia 's  leading families t o  lands held i n  Northern Virginia. This removal resulted 
par t ly  from an economic decl ine caused by the  depletion of s o i l  through continuous 
tobacco planting. I n  addition, g i f t s  of land away from Tidewater were a means of providing 
self-sufficiency t o  chi ldren of ' large famil ies  without breaking up old,  established planta- 
tions. The f e r t i l e  and scenica l ly  beaut i ful  countryside of Frederick and Loudoun counties 
thus received representat ives  of v i r t u a l l y  every prominent Colonial family including Lees, 
Randolphs. Carters,  Burwells, Byrds, Harrisons, and Washingtons. The famil ies  maintained 
the i r  t r ad i t i ona l  good t a s t e  i n  archi tecture  and cormnissioned f i n e  dwellings t o  grace t h e i r  
es ta tes .  These e f f o r t s  gave Northern Virginia a co l lec t ion  of handsome Federal country 
houses comparable i n  qua l i ty  t o  the  older Georgian homes i n  the eastern counties. 

Frederick County, pa r t i cu la r ly  t h a t  port ion of it divided i n  1836 t o  form Clarke County, 
was especial ly  favored f o r  resett lement.  Today i t s  r o l l i n g  h i l l s  a r e  dotted by gracious 
houses surrounded by well-tended farms. Notable among them a r e  Carter Hall, Long Branch, 
Annefield, and Clifton. A s  the  families pro l i fe ra ted ,  many of the  second generation erected. 
houses of t h e i r  own, usually l e s s  ambitious than t h e i r  parents '  homes. Huntingdon w e l l  
i l l u s t r a t e s  t h i s  phenomenon. This commodious, well-proportioned, but a rch i tec tura l ly  un- 
asser t ive  stone farmhouse was erected i n  1830 by John Evelyn Page (1796-18811, t h i rd  son of 
John Page and Maria Horsemanden Byrd who moved t o  the area i n  1784 from Broadneck, Hanover 
County. The e a r l i e r  Page family s e a t  was Rosewell i n  Gloucester County, Colonial Virginia 's  
l a rges t  house. 

John Evelyn Page was born i n  1796 a t  Pagebrook, h i s  parents '  Clarke County (then 
Frederick County) home, a la rge  br ick house two miles north of Boyce. Page entered t h e  l ega l  
profession and was chosen c l e rk  protein i n  1836 f o r  t h e  newly formed Clarke County. When Page 
died, he was c i r c u i t  judge of Clarke and Warren counties. Following Page's death, Huntingdon 
was occupied by h i s  nephew Henry Harrison, who was the son of Page's s i s t e r  Mary and 
Benjanin Harrison. Benjamin Harrison was the l a s t  of h i s  family to  own Berkeley i n  Charles 
City County. Henry Harrison (1821-1887) was married t o  Frances Burwell who died a t  
Huntingdon i n  1897. 

Architecturally,  Huntingdon, with i t s  s ingle-pi le ,  center-hall  plan, is a typ ica l  I- 
house, the farmhouse type most popular throughout Virginia i n  the ear ly  19th century. The 
house is  an important example of i t s  form because of its v i r tua l ly  untouched condi t ion;  it 
re ta ins  i t s  ear ly  woodwork, hardware, and sash. The house's visual  appeal stems mainly from 
i t s  good stonework. Its walls  a r e  of the s i l ve ry  gray nat ive limestone l a i d  i n  uncoursed 
rubble with jack arches and l a rge  i r regular  quoins. 

When John E. Page b u i l t  t h e  house, the  property was known a s  The Meadow. H i s  f a the r  
re fers  t o  the t r a c t  by this name i n  an 1830 cod ic i l  t o  h i s  w i l l  where he mentions t h a t  h i s  
son ". .. intends building a House a t  the  Meadow". We learn  t h a t  the house was completed the 

(See Continuation Sheet #1) 
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Huntingdon, Clarke County. Virginia 

CONrl  NUATION S H E E T  #1 ITEM NUMBER7 & 8 P A G E 1  

7. DESCRIPTION 

main passage, i ron  locks on the  c e l l a r  and dining room doors i n  t h e  e l l  (which bear 
t races  of ear ly  graining) and a No. 60 Improved Lock on the dining room c l o s e t  door. 

Two noteworthy outbuildings survive. Forty f e e t  west of the  house is a pyramidal- 
toofed mid-19th-century smokehouse with a box cornice and a rubble limestone under- 
pinning. Eighty f e e t  northeast  of the house i s  a stone-lined i c e  p i t  with a l a t e  
19th- century, square-notched log icehouse over it. This icehouse has a gable roof and 
a l a t e r  shed attached t o  its west end. A modern garage stands e a s t  of the house on 
the reputed s i t e  of the kitchen. 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION I 
The National Register boundaries conform t o  the  present property l i nes  of 

Huntingdon. The house is s i t e d  on a r i a e  i n  the middle of the farm and v i r tua l ly  
a l l  the land is  v is ib le ' f rom the house. These f i e lds ,  l ined w i t h  s tone walls, form 
a necessary r u r a l  s e t t i ng  fo r  the  house, a s  it is a farm dwelling. .The farm enhances 
the house economically, visual ly ,  and h i s to r i ca l ly .  

8. SIGNIFICANCE 

next year, fo r  i n  a c o d i c i l  dated 1831, Page Sr. l e f t  h i s  son 300 acres outr ight  
and gave him the  l i b e r t y  of adjusting the bobndaries so as  " to  include h i s  new 
House, the  Barn, etc,.. ." The property w@ renamed Huntingdon p r io r  t o  1937, when it 
was called t h a t  by John B. Wayland i n  Histor ic  Homes of Northern Virginia. The farm - -  
today remains l i t t l e  changed from its 19th-century appearance. Its pastures l ined 
with stone walls a r e  s t i l l  grazed, and no encroachment has been made on the pas tora l  
qual i ty  of the  area.  
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