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4 .  Name 

historic Craig Healing Springs (Preferred) 
- -  - 

and!or common Craig Springs Conference Grounds 

2, Location 
-- 

street & number Route 658 

- -- 

&!A not for ~ublicatlon 

clty, town Craig Springs uvicinity of congressional district 9th (Will j am C . WampLer  

state V i r g i n i a  code 5 1  county Craig code 0 4 5  

Category Ownership Status Present Use 
- district - public 2- occupied - agriculture - museum 
1 building(s) 1 private - unoccupied - commercial - park 
- structure -both - work In progress X educational - private residence 
s i t e  hbt ic  Acquisition Accessible e n t e r t a i n m e n t  2!L religious 
- object - in process - yes: restricted -- government - scientific 

being considered ;L yes: unrestricted - FndustrFal t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
N /A - no - military - other: 

4. Owner of PaoperRy 

name The C h r i s t i a n  Church (Disciples of Christ) in Virginia, c/o R e v .  Lewis McPherran, 

Regional Minister 
street 8 number 7700 Woodman Road 

citv. town Richmond N /A .. - vicinity of state virgjlnia 23228 

5. F,ocatiow of Regal Description 

courthouse. registry of deeds, etc. Craig  C o u n t y  Courthouse 

'i.{ NJA 
i. street & number 
f 
1 1  . I 1 ' city, town state Virginia 

( 2 )  (See Continuat ion Sheet 6. Representation in Existing Surveys ,,, -- 

1 : [ 1) Historic hmerican Bui ld ings  

I i title survey Envenlmrv has this property been determined elegible? - yes X no 

date 1969 X. federal - state - county - local 

I depositary for survey records Library of Congress 
- .- 

city, town Washington state D. C. 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
- excellent - deteriorated - unaltered X original site 
X good -ruins 2 altered -moved date 

N/A 

-fair -unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Craig Healing Springs r e s o r t  prospered during t h e  f i r s t  f i f t y  years  of t h i s  century,  
although it never achieved t h e  no to r i e ty  of  t h e  l a r g e r  Vi rg in ia  spr ings  such a s  t h e  White 
Sulphur o r  t h e  Hot. While a h o t e l  (now denmlished) was b u i l t  a t  t h e  spr ings  ca. 1885, t h e  
Property was no t  commercially developed on a l a r g e  s c a l e  u n t i l  1909. Simple frame construc- 
t i o n  and a homogenous a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s t y l e  g ive  Craig Healing Springs more t h e  appearance of 
a  summer camp than of  t h e  successful  r e s o r t  t h a t  it was once. The p resen t  complex of 
twenty-three bui ld ings  continues t o  enjoy a remote, lush  loca t ion  i n  t h e  Allegheny Mountains 
of Craig County. 

Most of t h e  bu i ld ings  comprising Craig Healing Springs a r e  cot tages ;  t h e  remainder a r e  
se rv ice  bui ld ings .  With t h e  exception of t h e  two-story, b r i c k  Oak Lodge, a l l  s t r u c t u r e s  a t  
Craig Healing Springs a r e  frame, modest i n . s i z e ; . a n d : s i m p l e . i n  design: The core  o f  t h e  com- 
p lex  is a l a r g e  s t r u c t u r e  c a l l e d c e n t r a l ,  which.contained gues t  r e g i s t r a t i o n ,  rooms, and t h e  

i 
I ki tchen and din ing f a c i l i t i e s .  Local t r a d i t i o n  r e l a t e s  t h a t  t h e o r i g i n a l  por t ion  of Central 
1 was once used a s  a p r i v a t e  school bui ld ing before  t h e  r e s o r t  was developed. The s t r u c t u r e  

was expanded ca. 1935 and i s  s t i l l  used f o r  lodging, cooking, and d in ing by t h e  p resen t  owners 
The Oak Lodge, a c r o s s , t h e  road f r o m c e n t r a l ,  was b u i l k  c a . 1 9 3 5  on t h e  s i te  of  a  frame bath 
house. The lodge conta ins  gues t  rooms and t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  t h e  heal ing  baths .  The bathing 
f i x t u r e s  have been removed, b u t  t h e  gues t  rooms a r e . s t i l 1  u t i l i z e d .  The dance pav i l ion  is 
nor th  of  t h e  Oak Lodge and i s  used a s  an assembly h a l l .  A hipped roof covers t h e  open room 
t h a t  is encased on a l l  s i d e s  by windows. The gazebo tha t ,marks  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of t h e  spr ings  
s tands  northwest of  t h e  dance pav i l ion .  The swimming pool a n d p a r t  of  t h e  complex of gues t  
cot tages  a r e  nor th  and west  of  t h e  gazebo. Other cot tages  a r e  pos i t ioned nor th  and e a s t  of 
Central .  A few of t h e  cot tages  were moved from a s m a l l > e x t i n c t  r e s o r t  named Monte Vis ta  which ~ operated f o r  a  s h o r t  period ca.  1900-1920 near t h e  s i t e  of  t h e  p resen t  gol f  clubhouse, three-  
t e n t h s  o f  a  .mi le :nor theas t  of t h e  complex. Long gable r o o f s  cover t h e  co t t ages  which general1 
conta in  four  o r  f i v e  rooms. Or ig ina l  furnishings  remain i n  t h e  major i ty  of  t h e  rooms, which 
were a u s t e r e  i n  design and- spa r se ly  appointed. 

1 A number of  frame s e r v i c e  bu i ld ings  s tand along Route 658 i n  f r o n t  of t h e  main dr ive .  
I 

The row of t h r e e  a t tached commercial bu i ld ings  i s  of t h e  most i n t e r e s t .  With t h e i r  millwork 
I cornices ,  they a r e  t h e  most decora t ive  of  t h e  bui ld ings  which comprise t h e  Springs. The 

west bay of  t h e  e a s t  bu i ld ing  is  of  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t ,  a s  it conta ins  an o r i g i n a l  two-lane 
bowling a l l e y .  I t  remains complete wi th  i t s  o r i g i n a l  b a l l s  and p i n s .  Manually operated,  it 
requ i res  a  p laye r  t o  s i t  a t  t h e  f a r  end t o  r e s t ack  t h e  p i n s  and r e t u r n  t h e  b a l l s  down t h e  

I n  1960 t h e  proper ty  was acquired by t h e  Chr i s t i an  Church (Disc ip les  of Chr i s t )  i n  V i r -  
g i n i a  who have developed t h e  former r e s o r t  a s  a  conference and r e t r e a t  cen te r .  With i t s  care  
f u l l y  maintained o r i g i n a l  grounds and bu i ld ings ,  Craig Healing Springs is s i g n i f i c a n t  as an 
exce l l en t  example of  t h e  adapt ive  r e u s e  of  a  h i s t o r i c  property.  

I 

I 
I 

I 

I (See Continuation Sheet #l) 

hand-carved trough. The remaining space i s  used f o r  s to rage  and t o  house t h e  b o i l e r .  The 
one-story p o s t  o f f i c e  wi th  b a r s  on i ts  windows and t h e  two-story laundry (now used a s  a  garage 
a l s o  remain. 

During t h e  1930s go l f  was becoming a popular s p o r t  and ca.  1935 a nine-hole gol f  course 
was opened a t  Craig Healing Springs e a s t  of t h e  main r e s o r t  a rea .  Because of  t h e  maintenance 
required and i ts  l i t t l e  use  i n  t h e  p a s t  twenty years ,  t h e  course has no t  been preserved. The 
board-and-batten clubhouse remains. (The golf course and clubhouse l i e  ou t s ide  t h e  nominatiol 
boundaries.) 



8. Sianif icance 

Period Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 
-prehistoric archeology-prehistoric -community planning - landscape architecture- religion 
- 1400-1499 - archeology-historic - conservation - law -science 
- 1500-1599 -agriculture -economics - literature - sculpture 
- 1600-1699 X architecture -education -military - social1 
- 1700-1799 - art - engineering -music humanitarian 
- 1800-1899 -commerce - explorationlsettiement - philosophy -theater 
2 1900- - communications - industry - politicslgovernment - transportation 

- invention X other (specify) 
Popular c u l t u r e  

Specific dates Ca. 1885, 1909-1920, BuilderIArchitect Unknown 
ca. 1935 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

STATEMENT - OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Craig Healing Springs is  s i g n i f i c a n t  a s  a c o l l e c t i o n  of twenty- three  well-preserved, 
e a r l y  20th-century r e s o r t  bui ld ings  r ep resen ta t ive  of t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r e  of  Vi rg in ia ' s  more 
modest spas.  The Craig Healing Springs Company, incorporated i n  1909, developed t h e  property 
a s  a r e s o r t  where one.could t r e a t  a v a r i e t y  of maladies by dr inking t h e  mineral sp r ing  waters 
and by taking t h e  cur ing  baths.  The h e a l t h  spa-resor t  complex f lour i shed  with t h e  advent 
of automobile t r a v e l  i n  t h e  years  between the . two world w a r s  b u t  decl ined i n  popular i ty  with 
changes i n  t r a v e l  and vacat ion  p a t t e r n s  i n . t h e  1950s..  Now s e r v i n g a s  a conference and r e t r e a t  
center  f o r  t h e  Chr i s t i an  Church (Disc ip les  of Chr i s t )  i n  Virgin ia ,  who purchased it i n  1960, 
Craig Healing Sprinqs i s  a notable  e f f o r t  i n t h e  adapt ive  reuse of h i s t o r i c  bui ld ings .  

, . , . ,  
. . IIISTORICAL BACKGROUND . . ... . . . 

*> , . . . . . . -. . .  . 

The presence o f  "ye1 l .o~  sp r ing  waters" on t h i s  proper ty  was noted a s  e a r l y  a s  1796 
i n  a deed  from Governor James Monroe to:Will iam and Joseph Eakins. The remote and almost 
inaccess ib le  loca t ion  of t h e  sp r ings  during t h e  19th  century,  however, prevented i ts  develop- 
ment a s  a h e a l t h  r e s o r t  a f t e r  t h e  manner of ,more.  famous Virgin ia  spas such a s  t h e  Hot Springs 
and t h e  White Sulphur Springs. The f i r s t  suggest ion t h a t  p lans  f o r  r e s o r t  development were 
contemplated f o r  t h e  a rea  is found i n  a deed dated 1880 i n  whichre fe rence  i.s made to " t h i s  
va luable  property,"  an  ind ica t ion  of t h e  p o t e n t i a l  c o m e r c i a l  s ign i f i cance  of  t h e  s i t e .  
Five years  l a t e r  t h e  Yellow Springs t r a c t  was purchased by eleven men, who probably were 
responsible f o r  t h e  ca.  1885 const ruct ion  of  t h e  now-demolished Craig Hote l ,  t h e  f i r s t  h o t e l  
s t r u c t u r e  a t  t h e  spr ing? .  O n e o f  t h e  eleven pa r tne r s ,  Elartin Hoffman, bought o u t  the  o t h e r  
t e n  and c a l l e d  t h e  proper ty  " A l l  Healing Springs,"  a name t h a t  spoke t o  t h e  popular l a t e  
19th-century b e l i e f  i n  t h e  hea l ing  p r o p e r t i e s  of  var ious  mineral waters .  

The promise of  p r o f i t a b l e  i r o n  mining and t h e  extension of  rai l  l i n e s  t o  nearby Eiew 
Cas t le  brought people and commercial investment t o  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  sp r ings  by t h e  l a s t  
decade of t h e  19th  century.  With t h e  completion of a spur  l i n e  of  t h e  Chesapeake and Ohio 
r a i l r o a d  (begun i n  1897) ,  passengers could t r a v e l  by r a i l  t o  wi th in  twelve mi les  of t h e  
r e s o r t .  The example of r a i l r o a d  magnate Melvil le  I n g a l l s ,  who inves ted  one mi l l ion  d o l l a r s  
i n  t h e  Homestead Hotel a t  Hot Springs i n  1890, no doubt a l s o  encouraged inves to r s  t o  con- 
s i d e r  development o f  t h e  southwestern Vi rg in ia  r e s o r t .  A 1907 booklet  e x t o l l i n g  t h e  advan- 
tages  of  Craig County s p e c i f i c a l l y  mentioned t h e  a r e a ' s  mineral spr ings  and p leasure  and 
h e a l t h  r e s o r t s  and thus  gave Craig Healing Springs i t s  f i r s t  important p u b l i c i t y .  

Following severa l  changes of  ownership involving men who were a c t i v e  i n  acquir ing mining 
r i g h t s  i n  t h e  county, t h e  Craig Healing Springs Company purchased t h e  proper ty  i n  1909 and 
i n i t i a t e d  an  e r a  of expansion. The land it bought included t h e  o l d  Craig Hotel and two 
school bui ld ings ,  one of which now serves  a s  p a r t  of t h e  conference cen te r  d in ing room. 
A new, three-s tory  h o t e l ,  b u i l t  i n  1912, formed t h e  nucleus of t h e  complex. Under the  
management of  N.  S. Buck, a row of co t t ages  w a s  added t o  t h e  r e s o r t  before  World War I, 

while G. W. Layman, owner of t h e  mineral  sp r ings  por t ion  of  t h e  property,  remodeled one of 

(See Continuation Sheet #1) 



9. Major Bibliographical References 
. : a s t l e ,  Va. 1907. 

. l i a .  Bowling Green, Ohio: Bowling Green S t a t e  

Fos ter ,  B i l l .  "Craig Sprinqs Scrapbook." Col lec t ion  of  a r t i c l e s  i n  Virgin ia  Christians.1971 
Richmond, Va. Virqin ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission Archives. Craiq Countv F i l e  No. 22-4, 

10. Geographical Data Craig Healing Sprinqs. 

Acreage of nominated property 14 a c r e s  
Quadrangle name SpringS Va. Quadrangle scale 1 : 24000 

UMT References 
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- 

Verbal boundary descr ipt ion and just i f icat ion Beginning a t  a po in t  on N s i d e  of Kale Branch of 
Grannys Creek about 75' S of Route 658 and about 1500' W of t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of  routes  
635 and 658; thence extending NW across  Route 658, a l l  f o r  about 400'; thence extending 
about 130' NNE t o  N s i d e  of  road t o  r e t r e a t  house; thence extending about 250' NW along 
s a i d  s ide ;  thence extending about 350' NE t o  W s i d e  of road between Richmond and West 
Virgin ia  cot tages ;  thence extending about 200' SE along s a i d  s ide ;  thence extending about 
130' NE t o  W s i d e  of  road E of West Virgin ia  Cottage; thence extending aDout 200' SE t o  S 
s i d e  of  road t o  Route 658; thence continuing about 400' SE along s a i d  s i d e  t o  N s i d e  of 658. 
thence extending about 50' SW along s a i d  s i d e ;  thence extending about 250' SE t o  N s i d e  01 \ 

I 1 Form Prepared By Kale Branch; thence continuing about 900' W 
along s a i d  s i d e  t o  po in t  of o r i g i n .  

nameltitle Virginia  His to r i c  Landmarks Commission S ta f f  

I 
I organization Virginia  His to r i c  Landmarks Commission date December 1980 

street a number 221 Governor S t r e e t  telephone (804) 786-3144 

citv or town Richmond state Virginia  23219 

~ 12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

- national X state - local 

I As the desianated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
! 6651, i hereGy nominate this property for inclusion in Register and cerlity that i t  has been e;aiuated 

accordina to the criteria and nrocedures set forth bv Conservation and Recreation Service. - 
State Historic Preservation Officer signature 
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6. REPRESENTATION I N  EXISTING SURVEYS 

(2) Virg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission Survey . 
1968, 1980 S t a t e  
Virg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission 
221 Governor S t r e e t  
Richmond, Vi rg in ia  23219 

7. DESCRIPTION - Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n  

The t o t a l  acreage f o r  t h e  Craig Healing Springs nomination i s  approximately fourteen 
ac res ,  which is only p a r t  o f  t h e  t o t a l  acreage owned by t h e  Chr i s t i an  Church. This 
nominated a r e a  inc ludes  approximately twenty-five s t r u c t u r e s  toge the r  forming t h e  nucleus 
o f  the  r e s o r t .  

8. SIGNIFICANCE 

the  e a r l y  school bu i ld ings  and probably b u i l t  some of t h e  s tone bui ld ings  and t h e  bowling 
a l l e y .  By 1920 Craig Healing Springs had largely '  assumed i ts  present  form. 

The advent o f  automobile t r a v e l  i n  t h e  1920s brought new v i s i t o r s  t o  t h e  Springs. 
F lo r ida  r e s i d e n t s ,  looking f o r  a cool summer vacat ion  a r e a ,  bought many l o t s  f o r  co t t ages .  
The p rospe r i ty  o f  t h e  r e s o r t  i n  t h i s  post-war decade engendered among i t s  owners dreams 
of f u t u r e  development. An a r c h i t e c t ' s  drawing, prepared by Stanhope S. Johnson of Lynch- 
burg i n  1923, p ro jec ted  a one-hundred room, four-s tory  h o t e l  f o r  t h e  complex, t h e  e r e c t i o n  
of twin h o t e l s  f ac ing  e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  main s t r e e t ,  t h e  cons t ruc t ion  of a dam and re-  
c r e a t i o n a l  l a k e ,  and t h e  enclosure of t h e  mineral sp r inqs  i n  t h e  form of  a Greek temple. 
The Stock Market Crash of  1929 prevented t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  of these  grandiose p lans ;  never- 
t h e l e s s ,  many improvements were made t o  t h e  r e s o r t  i n  t h e  mid-1930's. Cottages from Monte 
Vis ta ,  a small  r e s o r t  which opera ted  ca .  1900-1920 nor theas t  of Craig Springs,  including 
Bluef ie ld  Cottage, were moved t o  t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  sp r ings ,  and a nine-hole gol f  course was 
b u i l t .  I n  add i t ion ,  a l a r g e  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  known as '0ak  Lodge was e rec ted  on t h e  s i t e  of 
t h e  o l d  wooden bath  houses, and t h e  Cent ra l  Hotel was enlarged and improved. 

With t h e  growing popu la r i ty  o f  t r a v e l i n g  vacat ions  i n  t h e  l a t e  1940s and 1950s, Craig 
Healing Sprinqs inc reas ing ly  f a i l e d  t o  a t t r a c t  e i t h e r  vacat ioners  o r  those seeking t o  re-  

. - p a i r  t h e i r  hea l th .  

I n  1960 t h e  proper ty  was acquired by t h e  Chr i s t i an  Church (Disc ip les  of Chr i s t )  i n  V i r -  

g i n i a ,  who have developed t h e  fo rne r  r e s o r t  as t h e  Craig Springs Conference Grounds of t h e  
Virg in ia  Convention of C h r i s t i a n  Churches. The church has c a r e f u l l y  maintained the  o r i g i n a l  
grounds and bu i ld ings ,  a s  we l l  a s  many of t h e  o r i g i n a l  fu rn i sh ings .  
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