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I?. DESCRIPTION 1 
I I (Check On.) I 

B u i l t  i n  t h e  second q u a r t e r  of the  e ighteenth  century ,  Sa lubr i a  i s  a two- 
s t o r y ,  hipped roof s t r u c t u r e  wi th  two l a r g e  corbel-capped chimneys on the  
i n t e r i o r  ends. Notable f ea tu res  of the Flemish bond brickwork a r e  the  
segmental a rches  over the  windows and basement openings and the  beveled 
wa te r t ab le ;  a l i g h t  c o a t  of s tucco,  added l a t e r ,  has p a r t i a l l y  worn o f f .  
The c e n t r a l  h a l l  has a high paneled dado c o n s i s t i n g  of a s e r i e s  of narrow 
h o r i z o n t a l  panels  over broad rec tangu la r  ones. On the  west w a l l  is an  
arched entranceway from which the  stair curves upward t o  the  second l e v e l .  

-The h a l l  is o f f - c e n t e r ,  making the  two rooms on the  e a s t  smaller  than those  
on the  west; a l l  have corner  f i r e p l a c e s .  Notable rooms a r e  the  f u l l y -  
paneled nyr thegs t  room wi th  i t s  c o m e r  f i r e p l a c e  framed by p i l a s t e r s  
s ~ ~ ~ o r t i 6 ~  a f u l l  Doric eo fab ta tu re ,  and the  northwest room wi th  paneled 
c h i ~ e y  $feast! dado. and .. k a & d  - cupboard b u i l t  i n t o  the  wal l .  

CONDITION 

D E S C R I B E  THE P R E S E N T  A N D  O R I G I N A L  ( I lRn-)  P H Y S I C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  
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S T A T E M E H T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  

Sa lubr i a  w a s  b u i l t  by John Thompson, Anglican mil l is ter  t o  S a i n t  Mark's 
Pa r i sh .  According t o  t r a d i t i o n ,  the  house was b u i l t  i n  1742 a t  t h e  t i m e  
of  Thompson's marriage t o  the  widow of Governor Alexander Spotswood. 
Following Lady Spotswood's dea th ,  Thompson married the  daughter  of  P h i l i p  
Rootes and l e f t  t h e  house t o  her  a t  h i s  dea th  i n  1772. The house l a t e r  
belonged t o  t h e i r  son, P h i l i p  Rootes Thompson, who so ld  i t  i n  1792. I n  
1802 the  Hansbrough family purchased the  proper ty  and he ld  i t  u n t i l  
1853 when i t  was s o l d  t o  t h e  Grayson family. I n  1825 Lafaye t t e ,  while  
on h i s  grand t o u r  o f  America, was e n t e r t a i n e d  wi th  a d inner  a t  Sa lubr ia .  
Doctor Cary T. Grayson, personal  phys ic ian  t o  Pres ident  Woodrow Wilson, 
was born a t  S a l u b r i a ,  and the  proper ty  i s  s t i l l  i n  t h e  hands of h i s  
descendants .  

Sa lub r i a  is a n  exceedingly s imple bu i ld ing  which, a t  the  same time, is 
s u r p r i s i n g l y  e l e g a n t .  Compact and r e f i n e d ,  w i th  a minimum of decora t ion ,  
t h i s  mansion achieves  i t s  des ign  q u a l i t y  wi th  e x c e l l e n t  propor t ions  and 
composition enhanced by t h e  s u b t l e  rhythm of  t h e  segmental a rches .  This  
e x t e r i o r  f i n e s s e ,  combined wi th  f i n e  i n t e r i o r  panel ing  and t h e  unusual 
s t a i rway ,  c r e a t e s  a V i rg in i a  mansion of t h e  h ighes t  q u a l i t y .  
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