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Ampthill is composcd of twc s e p a r a t e  houses placed brck t o  b&c!c and connected 
by ; s h o r t  one-story f ran~e  pass.-ige. The o l d e r  house s f  the  two is a twc- 
s t o r y  frame dv~? l . l i ng  which nppcars t o  h a w  been b u i l t  i n  the e igh tce r~ t l l  I 
centory  and extensive:y remodeled at about t h e  sane time the h i i c k  hou:;e 1 
was b u i l t .  I n  i t s  o r i g i n a l  form, t h s  frame house wss appa ren t ly  a s t o r y -  I 
and-a-ha l f  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a s i d s  h a l l  p lan  and one-st:ory f lnnk icg  i+ir:gs. 111 1 
the r e x c r l ~ l i c g  the  c c n t s r  of  the housc sccx:; t o  hsve bsen r~ i i sc r i  t o  two f s l l  I 
s t o r i e s  z ~ d  g;;;er~ a sha!.lov hipi,cd r o c f : ,  .h.L1 of the  Eour?datioris m1.e rebuii!: 
e:rcept :or t h c t  of  t1:e .;st wing r.rl,icl: r r - tc ins  i t s  eighteertrh-cer.tur:; s t y l e  i 
Flenisli bond founc!aLisn. ?lie cc:i:~er scct:i.on find the  wings a l s o  rdccivsG. 
s i n p l c  Rc>n;an C o ~ i c  c u r i ~ i c e s  matching 1.hii.e. on t:;.- b r i c k  s e c t i o n .  I t  is 
thougt,t t i lat  the:;(, .~ l te ia t i . c ) i i s  occurrer? nc; e a r l i e r  tha3 le20 ,  hec2ii:ie the  
t h r e e  m:!n:sls or;  the t a .  c f r o =  the t h r e e  t i~s i&r , s  f c ~  ~ i l n t e l s  1 

7 .  ; i l t t c  i n  Lieher 32r1j?.c~-ii1 s ~1:!i?5:.y's t:anGbook, ~ r ~ ~ i z : ~ ,  j:JL122 ~ ~ r k ( : x i . ~ \  
t l l c  first- ec l i r ion-of  t r ;~icb j..r::; publis\:cd i;, ' ! ?30 .  kl rhough  ikcse ma??l:cl? axdi 
a Federal. s t y l e  s t a i r  wcrs j:~jt~?J.. 'il ~ T L  :Fc r?xladc' ' . i~:~, much of ti!c u r i g j n a l  ! 

woodwcrlr rvas 1 e f t  i n t a c t .  This  wood\:csk i  ncludss pd.~:eled wa<nsco t i i~g ,  I 
r a i s e d  paneled doors ,  c h a i r  r a i l s ,  and door and wi~doru enfren.anents. 
I 

l ~ h e  b r i c k  p o r t i r n  of Ampthill i s  nose s o p h i s t i c a t e d  a r c h i t c c  tu r i t l l y  than I 
/ t h e  frame. port ioi i .  I t  i s  a long,  s i n g l e  pi1.e cne-s tory  s trbctL;re  covere.6 I 
thy a hipped roof with two i n t e r i a r  chim~lcys. Thc facade i s  s u b l t y  as:r.r.actrich;. 
the  p r i r ~ c j  ps! architectural element ,  a one-story t e t r a s t y i c  Roilin? Ccr ic  I 

I j p o r i i c . ~ ,  iras t h r c c  bays t o  t h e  l e f t  o f  i t  but  only iuo bays 02 t h e  i i ; l ; t .  ! 

Th? unusually l z rge  wir.clews have s ix -ove r - s ix  sash and f l a t  l i l i t . . ls  a n 6  si1.l.s; . . 
lof whit-  mr.tl.le. very  el-en Fiemish hond used throughcut t h e  huilc~in;,  I 

[ i s  .an exan2le of n i n e k r j n t h - c e n t u r y  iiAso~:r>r.at i t s  .best,: - ' .~ I I 
I 
/The - p l a n  o: thr l a t a r  secei:,it, c o ~ ~ s i : < t  of  two l a r g ?  rooms on s i thz r .  -sicie s f  
la l a r g e  h a l l .  A t  the  :.lest end of i-le house a r e  two small  roo#r:s scp?.rated 
1l.v a pasrage larrdin;: t o  an ext.- .ricr dsor  a t  t h a t  end. Tbc i n t e r i o r  trir.1 ' is a u i i e  s imple h u t  scphjstic:.ted. Xost of thz  nold ings  2nd t r i r .  21.2 of - 1 rcxvi7;el t y p i  and lopcar  a l s o  t o  have~he-n  based on As i~e r  I3snjnn:r; s 
!t?xamples. The t h r e e  mzn.tels i n  tlie hyick s e c t i o n  a r e  b lack  ~ s . r b l c  w9:k 

I gold veirrs,  an[? *.re c r i g i n a l .  

Ampthill. r r t - i n s  seve ra l  of  ' ts b r i ck  out:ri:iLdings khic:l a ~ r e  t c  ths ,..jest I 
! 

and nor th  of t h e  hour;.. Thesc i~i~tb~i-il.dir:ys a r e  a l l  l a i d  i n  Ar,lericcn hond 
Jan3 a l l  appear  to  d e t e  from the  secori! o r  t h i r d  qua.rt.er of  t h e  n ine teen th  
lccntury. 
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Amptbill bz'.m 2s. '::I+ of t1:e t r a c t s  on :i.e l a r g e  e s t a t e ,  C l i f t o : ~ ,  ~3to;l: :r  
by l11.0~1as R;:!idoLi:". ir 1725.  Cli f tor l  w a s  s3Ld by R-indaiph t o  Rolr2r.t " K i l l g  

3 ,  1 n tort, wi l led  i t  tn hi:s gran?sr:n, Car te r  EEIIL-y ::.i:.l j5:ai:. 
(Car te r  Iici3.rj !ii:-rrisc.u is.,rc:::eiirbn~<~.d a s  bt- : i r :~ tl:e au thor  r: ti:c !~:a..herla;i 
Rss01utFi.11~ - -  t h e  f i r s :  p u t ~ i i c l y  app:r:oved instri.:ctior?s f o r  c o i , c i ~ e n : s l  
indepencisnc:?,) In  1731, Car t c r  fiecry Hai.rison became caugilt up i.n 
f i .nancia1 d i f f icu! . t ies  and bras forced t o  g ive  Cl i f to i l  t o  I t is  t h i r d  sec ,  
Ran~3ol.ph. The A~,?pthi.ll po r t ion  of C l i f t o n  was l a t e r  purch3.sed by 
R a c d o l ~ ~ h  Harr ison fro!it h i s  o l d e r  b r o t h e r ,  Kghert C,arter i ic r r i son .  
Althoggh B.sndolph Harr ison took up res idence  i n  t h e  l a r g e  frame i:;ac:;icn 
a t  Clifl-on,Sy 1815 he apparent ly  was cons ider ing  bui.!.rling a hobse 
f o r  h imsel f ,  f o r  i r i  t h a t  year  he asked F.is f r i end  Tncrnas JefC;;.rson ro 
provide him r ~ L t I . 1  a  s e t  of p l ans .  I n  Septen~ber 1815, J e f f e r s o n  ~ : c n t  
Harr i san  F. grou:ld p lan  and e l e v a t i o n  f o r  a  one-s tory ,  s i x  roc:!, hotice. 
I t  i s  be l i eved ,  hop;ever, t h a t  Harrison d id  no; bu i ld  h i s  ho'isr u n t i l  
1835, fol lowing t h e d e a t h  o f , b i s  ,wi fe , .  .St : , i .s-said t h a t  h.2 b ~ l i l t .  t h e n  

.... 
i - n  t h e  hope t h a t ' a  new house might h e l p  him a t t r a c t  a  ircw -~ii.:. ~ c e  

. s i t e  ,chosrn  f o r  the house xiss the ik ip th i l l ,  , t r a c t ,  na,;lisi, E-r 'he. Ci ry  
e s t a c e  i n  C h e s t e r f i e l d  Cou~ity. 

. . .  , . . : i t :  L , ,  . b . , .  ; . 
The house h t ~ i l t  by E8rrisl;n a t  h i p t i i i l l  was attechecl t o  a frnne :l..a~~!.lin.;_: 
a l r eady  sLan4ir.g on ih? -73r1.1. L i t t l e  i s  k.lohrrl of t h i s  e a r l i z r  hollse., 
bu t  i t  i s  tkou&h: that  i t  r.7as b u i l t  p r i o r  t o  :he Revoliltion. A . rch i t :x t~~z  
evidence w m l d  beer c u t  a  prc-Re.vo1utio7iazy da te .  I n t e r e c t i : ~ ~ l y ,  
Harr ison made nc a t tempt  t o  Lie thc. trio L u i l d i n " ~  nrctiiteci-UL-all;., even 
thoug!~ t h e  frame !lause appcJars t o  ilaxre Leon s u b s t a ~ ~ t i u l l y  reil~odclcd 
about  the  sane t i u i i :  the  b;ick house .ijris b~l i l .  t .  "d t i la~~gt l  b u i l t  i n  Roioz!~ 
Reviva? s t y l e  the pli\n of the  Dew b r i c k  house bore  l i t t l e  rcsemt+nt!a~lcf 
?o t h e  p lans  i d t - l S ' f i = "  , ~r ..u by Fiske Kiniball a s  J e f f e r s o n ' s  cop ies  of the 
Ampthill  p lans .  LTnfortu;,;tely, . Jc f fersor~ ' s  e l e v a t i o n  f o r  A:r,:~ttill. has  
been l o s t ,  i j ~ t t  i t  i s  c u n c t : i . ~ r a t ~ e  :hat Harr ison rilay have baser1 the 
genera l  o v t l i u e  of the house  ox J e f f e r s o n ' s  scheme. A3 Jefft 'rson 
indicated t a  tia::ri.sor. ;;!:en 1:c s e n t  h i s  drs\r ines:  ". . . the  e l e v a t i o n  
i s  mcrcly a  skeLc:l t o  g i , : r  a  gerl;r.ql id??.. The rior:<r.nc, i f  he i s  
anythin;; of a;i a rc l1 i tzc2 ,  \.-i.:l bc. a b l e  t o  draw the  pa r t i cu la . ;~ . "  
Iaiether. o r  not Jeife1:hr.n can !:r. i l i r c c t l y  cr;:dited a s  tlie a r c h i t e c t  of 
Antpt5il.1, the cirar:icteris t i c  ; a: h i s  style - -  :qhite\:astied Xoinan detai l : ;  
s e t  ilg;?:nsl: red b r j c ! ~  w a l l s ,  L;il rec!:ai:~rsl.a; i?indo!is hung wi th  dnrk 
greer, sii:?tti.rs, acrl cc',:i>.:ct h!lt c a r e f u l l y  p r o p o r t i c ~ e ?  t i  - -  a r c  
certi1in1.v a. u-rei: t . ZIOI?:!!: 1.c~;: ne.~l.c.c t t ? ~ ? ,  hoth s  t r c c  tx ra  113 ail! 
j n t e l l ~ c t i t a ? 1 ~  .kiilvfhil? ?5 ,IIC.\; hii.$sQ.,-l res+oreil  and stan. s 1~ a. v i sua  

-r~i*~~~.~~..~fi-j,?:;:f~:~~+r?:-.; .;.r2.:,s.tr_:l+tlfa-j lJ<ij&s'i -- 
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