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I I I l ic oi*.i.(.;:inril. ])c)r.Lj~oi~ l;lic l)i~~!*i.ji ldic Coui-it,y c o u r t  1iou:;c i s  
:i t ~ o - : i t o ~ ' y ,  bl:icli ~ ~ C I I I P I . C - L ' O ~ I I I  S ~ ~ " I ~ C ~ , I J ] . ' C  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  :j'ft wide 
and 7 8 '  :Lon[: :incluilT~ng tl-ic f r o n t  po:rvt.i.co. Dc:;igned i n  a  s.i.mplc 
Grcclc 1ic:v:i~vul :; tyl.c,  t11c: f l r o n t  aim1 :;J.tlc bays  :ire fcarned w i t h  
G~~cc l c  llol-ic 1lila::;tcr:;  su )? ]~o~ . ' t j . ng  a (:reclc l l o r i c  e n t a b l a t u r e  
\v i thou t  t l ' jglyph:; .  Tllc? c e n t e r  bay o.T t l ie  th rec-bay  f a c a d e  i s  
widened, malting t h e  p i l a s t e r s  a p p e a r  p a i r e d  r a t h e r  t h a n  even ly  
spaced .  Tile por t j . co  coluiiins echo t h i s  s p a c i n g .  

During t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  of  t h e  p r e s e n t  c e n t u r y  t h e  b u i l d i n g ' s  
i n t e r i o r  was f u r t h e r  a l t e r e d  s o  t h a t  most o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  
trim such  a s  window and  doo r  a r c h i t r a v e s ,  doors ,  f l o o r i n g ,  and 
f i x e d  f u r n i t u r e  d a t e s  from t h a t  t i m e .  The c o u r t  room's  handsome 

s t amped-me ta l  c e i l i n g  a l s o  be longs  t o  t h e  e a r l y - t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r  I i 
p e r i o d .  It was d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  t h a t  t h e  b u i l d i n g  was f i r s t  I 
p a i n t e d  g r a y  r a t h e r  t h a n  i t s  fo rmer  r e d .  I 

i 

A s  o f i g i n a l l y  completed i n  1851. t h e  c o u r t  house  a p p a r e n t l y  
was t h e  more t y p i c a l  one-].eve1 b u i l d i n g  i n s t e a d  of  b e i n g  t h e  
p r e s e n t  two- l eve l  one .  A c o u r t  o r d e r  of  Novbrnber 1858,  however, 
r e s o l v e d  t h a t  t h e  b u l . l d i n ~  was t o - - b e  so rernodeled a s  t o  have ". . . t h r e e  rooills on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  f o r  C l e r k ' s  o f f i c e  and 
s h e r i f f s  o f f i c e  S. p e o p l e s  iqooln -- a  c o u r t  room and two J u r y  on 
t h e  2nd f looj?  - - arid t h a t  t h e  m a t e r i a l s  of  t h e  o3.d c l e r k s  o f f i c ?  
be used  i n  t h e  s a i d  work. . ." T h i s  r emode l ing  was i n t e r r u p t e d  
by t h e  Wnr between t h e  S t a t e s ,  and t h e  i ncomple t enes s  of  t h e  
p r o j e c t  was n o t e d  by Genel-a1 P h i l i p  S h e r i d a n  i n  h i s  1865 
d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  c o u r t  house  v i l l . a e e .  S h e r i d a n  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  
t h e  roo f  was t o t t e r i n g  under  " t h e  u n u s u a l  burden  0-9 -nevi r e p a i r s  
and iinprovclneiits therSeupon.  . ." He f u r t h e r  rnef i ioned t h e  l a r g e  
t i m b e r s  p l a c e d  t o  b r a c e  t h e  b u i l d i n e t s  eaves  w h i l e  t h e  remodel in :  
was b e i n g  c a r r i e d  o u t .  He conf i rmed  t n e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  b u i l d i n g  
was d i v i d e d  iii'co two s t o r i e s  by t h a t  t ime  i i t h  h i s  d e s c r j p t i o n  
o f  t h e  i n t e r i o r  s p a c e s .  A contemporary e n g r a v i n g  showing 
S h e r i d a n  a t  Dinwidd:ie Cour t  House i l l u s t r a t e s  t2-e b u i l d i n g  w i th  
a  two-run d i v i d e d  s t a i r  l e a d i n g  up t o  a s e c o n d - f l g o r  doo r  i n  t h e  
c e n t e r  o f  t h e  f a c a d e .  The t o p  l a n d i n g  i s  shown s e r v i n g  a s  bo th  
a small ba lcony  and  a  s h e l t e r  f o r  t h e  f i r s t - f l o o r  e n t r a n c e .  
T h i s  e x t e r i o r  s t a i r  a p p a r e n t l y  l a s t e d  f o r  l i t t l?  more t h a n  a 
coup le  o f  decades  as  i t  was r e p l a c e d  b e f o r e  t h e  +.urn of t h e  
c e n t u r y  by a n  i n t e r i o r  s t a i r .  A s m a l l  i r o n  ba lcony  now o c c u p i e s  
t h e  fo rmer  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  s t a i r ' s  t o p  l a n d i n g .  If i n d e e d  t h e  
c o u r t  house  o r i g i n a l l y  had on ly  one . l e v e l ,  i t  i s  assumed t h a t  
t h e  s i d e  bays  were a l t e r e d  d u r i n g  t h e  1858 r e n o v a t i o n  t o  have 
t h e i r  p r e s e n t  t w o - t l e r s  o f  windows t o  r e f l e c t  t h e  new two- leve l  
scheme. 

I 
The b u i l d i n g  r e c e i v e d  two a d d i t i o n s d u r i ' r i g  t h e e a r l y  1930'sl. 

I 

A two-s to ry  wing was p l a c e d  on t h e  rea r , ,  and a one - s to ry 'w ing  1 r 
w i t h  g a i ~ l e  r o o f  war, ;,i;tachcd tovral,tl t n c  r e a r  of &he e a s t  sicic i r  . The hew c$q:~-->v;l~g..yg g.-Qgi;ij;. t o  cor-rc  : ; ~ ~ J I I I ~  W:L t h  t h e  A, \ - . ,  , ; 
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N A T I O N A L  I :ZGISTEZ O F  I i i S i ' O R i C  

7 .  
s t o y y  west  win[: l.jl~icl? or:Lr;inally was a f'ree-stanrlin[; bu i l t l i l~ ; :  be- 
I . lcvcd t o  prc--iini;c the c o u r t  1iou:;c. The or:i.gii-ial f ' u ~ ~ c t i o r ~  of 
t h i s  c n r l y  s L r d c t u r e  i s  u n c e r t a i l l ,  althou[;li most p r o b a b l y  i t  wa:; 
law o f f i c e .  I:ts f a c a d e  i s  1aj.d i n  P'lernisli bond, and i t s  opcrnings 
o r i ~ l n a l l y  wcre topped  by f l a t  s p l a y e d - b r i c k  a r c h e s .  The w i n g ' s  
openin[:s, tr-in1 and r o o f  p i t c h  were a l t e r e d  t o  make i t  conform 
arch i tec tura1 . l .y  t o  t h e  e a s t  wing. 

The c o u r t  house  d i d  n o t  r e c e i v e  i t s  p o r t i c o  u n t i l  1933 when 
i t  was e r e c t e d  a s  p a p t  of  a  C i v i l  Works A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  p r o j e c t .  
The Dor ic  o r d e r  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p o r t i o n  was c a r r i e d  i l l t o  t h e  

I p o r t i c o  making i t  a harmonious a d d i t i o n .  

The  s e t t i n g  of  t h e  c o u r t  house i s  enhanced by a broad  lawn 
i n  f r o n t  which s l o p e s  down t o  t h e  highway (U.S. Route  I.). The 
lawn i s  p l a n t e d  w i t h  shade  t r e e s ,  and  on i t s  e a s t e r n  edge  i s  t h e  
1 9 0 4  C l e r k ' s  O f f i c e .  Behind t h e  c o u r t  house  i s  t h e  e a r l y  t w e n t i e  
c e n t u r y  S h e r i f f ' s  O f f i c e  and j a i l .  To t h e  e a s t  of  t h e  complex i s  
t h e  s m a l l  f rame E p i s c o p a l  Church no t ed  by S h e r i d a n .  
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Tile Greek Revival-style Dinwidale County Court House 
stands as the archit;ectural and historical focal point of its 
venerable Southside county. Set at the head of its broad lawn 
the dignified building has housed the county's government and 
courts since it was completed in 1851. 

The destruction of many of Dinwiddie's early records 
durin~ the \Jar between the States has left the history of the 
county's earlier court houses obscure, but it is thought that 
the very first courts were convened near Petersburg. However, 
the earliest known court house was located about a half-rr~ile 
northwest of the prescnt building. This court house burned in 
1821, and it is assumed that the court house location was 
moved in that year tc the present site. An unpretentious 
frame building is tho.-ght to have been the immediate predecesscr 
of the present struck~re. 

The frame buildi,ig proved inadequate, and on February 7, 
1849 the County Court advertized for bids on the building of 
"a new bricic Court; House." Completed in two years the new 
building was described in a letter by Dr. James Boisseau of 
Dinwiddie to Judge Jaines Boisseau. of the University of Virgini ' :  
"The Court House has been finished and was received by the 
Court on Monday----It is a very neat and tasty building; 
externally it does great credit to the builder, but some of 
the internal arrangement is very bad and does not speak so 1. well for them as the former." Some of the inconveniences of 
the internal arrangement noted by Dr. Boisseau provided 
sufficient reason for a major remodeling of the interior just 
seven years after it? completion. In November of 1858 the 
County Court resolved that the. building was to be so remodeled 
as to have "three rooms on the first floor for Clerkts office 
and sheriffs office & people room --a court room, and two jury 
rooms on the 2nd floor -- and that the materials of the old 
clerks office be used in the said work. . . 11 

This altcratlon was interrupted by thc War between the 
statCz, nrcd it ,*:as duminc . ,,,, t k i  ,..-, - " O V ~  ,.-A --- " ~ 3  that the col-urt hnusc I 
witnessed its most silpificant historic events. In March of 
1065 Union Gcncral Philip Shcridan, bringing his troops from 

- - -- .- - - 
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8. 
t l ~ c  o n s t  a:; ] ~ a v t  of t h e  tir:i.vr: on P c t e r s l ~ u ~ g ,  p:~?;:;cd throu[:h t h e  
c0ur. t  liori:;~ v:i.:L:Lay;c b u t  bins tirj.vc11 l)acl< by a  f:ierce atl;:ick l e d  by 
Gcnel,:~l. P i c l cc t t .  'i'hi:; actyion h a s  been des i i j na t ed  t h c  B a t t l e  of  
Dinwicid:i.e Cour t  l iouse.  rS1~e~::idai~ withdrevi t o  i>inn5.dclie and t h e  
n e x t  day advanced t o  a t t a c k  P i c l c c t t ,  and d e f e a t e d  him i n  t h e  
d c c l s i v e  l 3 a t t l e  of  P i v e  Porlcs. I n  h i s  p e r s o n a l  memoirs S h e r i d a n  
g i v e s  bo th  a d e t a i l . 4  accoun t  of t h e  a c t i o n  a t  Dinwidclie Cour t  
House, a s  w e l l  a s  a  c a r e f u l  d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  v i l l a g e  complex. 
R e c a l l i n g  t h e  c o u r t  house  b u i l d i n g  S h e r l d a n  n o t e d :  

The cou r t -house  be tokened  a  more modern appea rance  
t h a n  t h e  spec imens  o f  r u r a l  a r c h i t e c t u > - e  s u r r o u n d i n g  i t ,  
and was b u i l t  of  r e d  b r i c k ,  f r e s h l y  p a i n t e d .  The r o o f ,  
as though t o t t e r i n g  unde r  t h e  unusua l  burden o f  new r e -  
p a i r s  and improvements t he reupon ,  was b o l s t e r e d  up by 
immense t i m b e r s  s u p p o r t i n g  i t s  e a v e s .  The court-room, 
i n  t h e  upper  s t o r y ,  formed a most e x c e l l e n t  p u b l i c  
d o r n l t o r y ,  and t h e  v a r i o u s  l e e a l  and county  o f f i c e s ,  on 
t h c  first f l o o r ,  gavc employment t o  xany a wander ing 
sold:i .er .  The f l o o r s  were i r r e v e r e n t l y  s t r e w n  w i t h  

4 a b s t r a c t s  o f  t i t l e ,  v e n e r a b l e  mor tgages ,  c o p i e s  of  deeds ,  

1 

and o t h e r  such  i n t e r d s t i n g  m a t t e r  a s  a p p e r t a i n s  t o  a 

I county  c l c r l < ' s  o f f i c e .  T h i s  be ing  one of t h e  o l d e s t  .' 

c o u n t i e s  i n  V i r g i n i a ,  many of  t h e  documents were y e l l o w  

I w l ~ 1 1  a g e ,  sonle b c a r i n e  d a t e  a s  f a r  back as t h e  t ime  o f  
Governor Dinwiddic ,  and ,  f o r  augh t  I know, f urn:Lshing 

I - go ldcn  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  t h e  American antiquarian. 

Although t h e  c o u r t  house  h a s  been a l t e r e d  and  added t o  o v e r  
t h e  y e a r s ,  i t  p r e s e r v e s  i t s  s i m p l e  ante-bellurn d i g n i t y .  Its 
s e t t i n g  h a s  changed l i t t l e  i n  c h a r B a c t e r  from t h e  t ime  t h a t  

. . S h e r i d a n ' s  t r o o p s  camped on t h e  s q u a r e . '  
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