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4. =\'ER OF P R O P S F  

( 2 )  Dipwiddie B u i l d e r s  
<Raymond A .  Henshaw, P r s s i d e n t  

Route 2 ,  Scrx 9R 
Church Road, Virginia 23833 

( 3 )  M r .  1.1. Linrvood Henshaw 
Route 1 
Dinwiddie,  V i r g i n i a  2 3 M 1  



a DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

&UNALTERED &ORIGINAL SITE 

A L T E R E D  -MOVED D A T E . - -  

---. 
DESCRIRE THE PRESENT AND ORISINAL I IF KNOWN) PHYSlCAL APPEARANCE 

Xansfield i s  l o c a t e d  south  of t h e  Appomattox River west of Petersburg i n  an a r e a  which 
inc ludes  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  f i n e  e ighteenth-  and n ine teenth-century  p l a n t a t i o n  houses. The 
house is approached by a  long l a n e - l i n e d  wi th  anc ien t  cedar  t r e e s .  It  i s  a  l a r g e  frame 
bu i ld ing  cons t ruc ted  i n  a t  l e a s t  two s t a g e s  during t h e  e a r l y  and mid-eighteenth century .  
KG e a r l y  ou tbu i ld ings  su rv ive ,  bu t  t h e  b r i c k  foo t ings  of  a  schoolhouse, i l l u n t r a t e d  on 
an 1816 insurance  po l i cy ,  a r e  v i s i b l e  t o  the  e a s t  of  t h e  house, and beyond them i s  an 
overgrown ear ly- twent ie th-century  garden. 

Thc e a r l i e s t  p o r t i o n  of t h e  house, probably b u i l t  i n  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  t h e  ei.ghteenth i 
century ,  is a  long,  :arrow, f ive-bay ,  story-and-a-half s t r u c t u r e  wit!l an o c t a s t y l e  
Colonial  ~ e v i v a 1 ' ~ o r c h  s t r e t c h i n g  th f  lenglh. of  t h e  f r o n t .  Se t  oa  a  low briclc under- 

I 
pinning,  i t  i s  covered wi th  o l d  (perhaps o r i g i n a l )  beaded weatherboards, a l though some 
of thoss  on t h e  e a s t  and south  s i d e s  were renewed ea:ly i n  the present  cenzury. The 
iiindows have ninc-over-nine sash  and louvred b l inds  (apparent ly  n o t  o r i g i n a l ) .  A s t e e p l v  1 

pi tched  hipped roof covsrs  t h i s  p o r t i o n  of t h e  bui1.ding and i s  broken by f i v e  pedimented 
dorrrir::~ on tlie froc: s lope ,  one on each end, and two on the  r e a r .  Ta l l  i nLer io r  chimneys 
of brfick wi th  glazed-header p a t t e r n s  p r o j e c t  froin t h e  roof .  

I 
I 
! 

Beliini? t h e  e a r l y  s e c t i o n  i s  a  l a r g e  mid-eighteenth-century e l l ,  conrlec.ted to  t h f  e a r l i e r  
block by a  1 4  x LC-foot hyphen. Ooth t h e  e l l  and t h e  hyphen a r e  two-story s t r u c t u r e s  
with n ine -~ve r -n i r . 3  sash  on the  f i r s t  f l o o r  and s ix -ove r - s ix  sash  on t h e  secoad. The:y 
a re  c l a d  wi th  (mostly o r i g i n a l )  nolded-edge weatherboards and have hipped roofs .  There 
i s  o  b r i c k  i n t e r i o r - e n d  chir.ney on t h e  no r th  end of t h e  e1.l. Both of  t h e  hyphen entrxnccs;  
as  x e l l  as  t h e  two i n t r a n c c s  of t h e  c a r l y  s e c t i o n  r e t a i n  mid-eighteenth-century sands to r~e  

! 

I s t e p s  wi th  s c r o l l e d  bottom t r eads .  
I 
i 
! I n  p lan ,  t h e  e a r l y  s e c t i o n  i s  fou r  rooins long and one room deep. The f r o n t  en t rance  leads  
? I n t o  t h e  p a r l o r ,  t he  e a s t e r n  of t h e  two l a r g e  c e n t e r  rooms, and t h e  most e l a b n r a t e  of 

t h i s  s e c t i o n  of t h e  hcuse. When t h e  e l l  was added the  chimney r~aI.1 of  t h e  p a r l o r  was 
paneled. Four t a l l .  f l u t e d  Roman Lbric  pi1as:ers wi th  f u l l  e n t a b l a t u r e  'blocks frame the  
f i r e p l a c e  and t h e  trvo doors i n t o  t h e  room beyond. The overmantel c o n s i s t s  of  fou r  r a i s e d  
panels ,  wi th  t h e  outrlr  Gnes narrower than  t h e  inne r  ones. Two v e r t i c a l  r a i s e d  panels  
a r e  over each door.  A deeply p r o j e c t i n g  molded co rn ice  i s  c a r r i e d  around t h e  e n t i r e  i 

1 room, and broken over  t h e  p i l s s r e r s .  A s  wi th  many houses in the a rea ,  ~ a n s f i e l d ' s  decora- 
t i o n  i.ias al te-rcd i n  t h e  e a r l y  n ine teen th  cen tu ry  by t h e  add i t ion  of  Federa l  rnar~tels  a ~ t d  

I minor d e t a l l s .  A pedes ta l - type  Federa l  c h a i r  r a i l  e n c i r c l e s  the  ? a r l o r ,  and a  rnantrl  

1 with s y r m e t r i c a l l y  molded p i l a s t e r s ,  reeded t a b l e t ,  and a boldly molded she l f  replace:$ 
t h e  e a r l . i e r  f i rep l -ace  treatmen:. I 
Th?  d in ing  room, t h e  r iestcrn of  t h e  two c e n t r a l  rooms, has a marble surround and an odd 

I 

r x r b l e  mantel c o n s i s t i n g  of p l a i n  p i l a s t e r s  suppor t ing  a cornice  s h e l f  with no in terven-  I 
i in: a r c h i t r a v e  c ~ r  f r i e z e ,  ji F e d r r a l  c?isi: r a i l  i s  employed he re  a l so .  

I 
I 

-3 ,  i . ~ .  small  e a s t e r n  cha;i!>c:r: Pa3 a  p l a i n  Feileral mantel w i th  f l u t e d  e n t a b l a t u r e  hloclcs 

rc . ; i ing on a  moldr.,: n rch i t r -ve  an3 suppor t in2  a  r n a n t ~ l  sh::!.f. The western chamber was 
converred to  a  lcitcheu during an e a r l y - t c ~ e n t i e t h - c e n t u r y  renovat ion and h3s nu t r i m  of 
any kind. i I 
I n  the  connecti.~:: hyphen i s  a  handsome oaen-s t r in i :  s t a i r ,  lipproximately square  i n  pi.on, ! 
i t  lias t h r c e  turned  balusters t o  a t r e a d ,  grac.,?ful sa;rn b racke t s ,  and a molded b a n i s t e r  
7-hich i s  ramped and eased a t  i-hc landings  artd s c r o l l e d  a t  t h e  newel. The spandre ls  a re  

. . (see Continuat ion Sheet 83) 
I 
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6. REPXESCNTATION I N  EXISTING SURVEYS 

( 2 )  Virg in ia  ICistoric Landmarks Commission Survey 
1963; 1975 S t a t e  
Vi rg in i a  H i s t o r i c  Landaarks Commission 
221  Governor S t r e e t  
Richmond, V i r g i n i a  
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

S i t u a t e d n e a r  t h e  Appomattox Ri\.er i n  Dinwi.ddie County, Mansfield i s  one of  a  group of 
12rgr  houses a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  R O ~ &  Atkinson (1725-1784), aa. important  l o c a l  p l a n t e r  i n  
the  pre-Revolutionary period.  Its f i n e  i n t e r i o r s ,  i t s  unusual form, and i t s  l o c a t i o n  
i n  a  ~.eighborhood d i s t ingu i shed  by s e v e r a l  oih;?r  notable  p l a n t a t i o n  houses, mhny o f  
vhich bear  t h e  marks of h igh ly  accumplished craf tsmen,  a l l  c o n t r i b u t e  to  >!ansfield8s 
s i g n i f i c a n c e  i n  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l '  and h i s t o r i c a l  landscape of e a r l y  Vi rg in i a .  

'ihe construct i .on d a t e  of t h e  o r l g i n a l  po r t ion  oE Mansfield i s  not  known, but: i t  almost 
iertaFnl.;r p redates  t h e  tenure  of Roger Atkinson, who obta ined  99  ac res  of  land i n  t h e  
area i ~ i  1.757 and added 1190 ec res  more i n  1760. Arkinson, proniaenfl i n  l o c a l  a f f a i r s ,  
was sppainted a  t r u s t e e  of the  nev v i l l a g e  of Petersburg i n  1762. A l a r g e  landholder  
aiong :,oTIi s i d e s  of  t h e  Apponattox River ,  Atkinson presented t h e  a6joinin;  p l a n t a t i o n ,  
SyscnSy, t o  h i s  daughter  Anne and bought Ol ive  I i i l l ,  i n  C h e s t e r f i e l d  Count:y, d i r e c t l y  
Ecross the  r i v e r  fro- P!ansfield f o r  h i s  son R o ~ e r  11. It. seems prohable t h a t  he expanded 
t he  ho~i se  r~ i . t h  ?he a d d i t i o n  of t h e  hyphen and e l l  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  tie acquired t h e  proper ty .  

l'h? 4tlcinsons' t enurc  st  Nansf ie ld  l a s t e d  u n t i l  t h e  1830s. Thoroas Atkinson (1807-?831), 
frhc thi.rd Episcopal  bishop of North Carol ina ,  was r a i s e d  the re .  Mutual Assurance Socie ty  
p o l i c i e s  talcen o u t  by Robert Atkinson i n  1802 arid 1805 show t h e  house i n  i t s  present  
:om, r ~ i t h  a  k i t c h e n  t o  t h e  n e s t  and a  l a r g e  "washing house" (designated as  a  schoolhouse 
on an 1816 p o l i c y )  t o  t h e  e a s t .  The foo t ings  of t h e  l a t t e r  a r e  s t i l l  visib1.e.  

T3ari.n:: t h e  1830s, Marisfield i;as t h e  proper ty  o f  Fugh A. Garland, who kept  a  g i r l s '  school  
t h e r e ,  and was a  biographer  o f  John Randolph of  Roanoke. William B. McII:czine, an 
Atlcii~son descendant ,  bought ?!ansf i e l d  i n  1905. He undertook r e p a i r s  and rernr:del.itlg which 
incLudcd t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  almost a l l  o f  the  present  doors ,  t h e  p resen t  k i t chen ,  t h e  
ground-story f l o o r i n g ,  t h e  chande l i e r s ,  and a b e l l  system. I n  t h e  trqenti.cth c c m u r y  the 
proper ty  113s been owned by Ju i i an  Y. W i l l i m s  (from 1338), and Charles We.11~. It has 
r e c e n t l y  b  ?en purchased by t h e  Ilcnshaw b r o t h r r s  of  Dinwiddie County, who in.tend t o  
rcnovate ; t .  
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7.  UESCRii 'TION 

partfled wi th  r a i s e d  paneling. The c l u n y  c h a i r  r a i l  p a r a l l e l i n g  t h e  s t a i r  i s  
a  n ine teenth-century  add i t ion .  

'file l a r g e  e l 3  is given over  t o  a  s i n g l e  room on each f l o o r .  The f i r s t - f l o o r  
"ballroom" i s  t h e  l a r g e s t  and n!.ost p r e t e n t i o u s  of  i t s  s o r t  i n  t h e  county. Orig- 
knal ra i sed-panel  wainscoting wi th  an asymmetrical c h a i r  r a i l  and a  t i e r  of  sinall  
panels above i t ,  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  found j.n s e v e r a l  o t h e r  houses i n  Dinriiddie 
County, i s  c a r r i e d  around t:he roem, as  i s  a heavy corn ice .  Therc is a  deeply . 
p r o j e c t i r z  chimney b r e a s t  which has a  s ix-panel  overmantel arrangement f l z n k e g b y  
stumpy f l u t e d  I o n i c  p i l a s t e r s  on t a l l  p l i n t h s .  Once again,  a  Fede ra l  mantel rc -  
places the  o r i g i n a l  t reatment  of  t h e  f i r e p l a c e  opening, and i n  t h i s  case ,  i t  i s  
worthy of  no te  i n  i t s  own r i g h t .  Engaged coupled Tuscan c o l o n e t t e s  suppor t  a  t a l l  
f r i e z e  '.iith f l u t e d  e n t a b l a t u r e  blocks,  ho r i zon ta l  reeding i n  t h e  f r i e z e ,  end a  
c e n t r a l  tah!.et wi th  an e l l . i p t i c a l  sunburs t  p a t e r a .  A summer bean? wi th  heavy mold- 
ings runs t h e  l eng th  of t h e  room and i n t e r s e c t s  t h e  overmantel i n  an awkward and 
incongruous manner. 

a l e  chamber over  t h e  ballroom i.s a l s o  paneled ac ross  t h e  chimney 'ial.1 and has  a  
s l ig! l t ly  p ro jec t ing  chimney b reas t .  A clumsy Federa l  mantel wi th  %scan c o l o n e t t e s ,  
a  c a l l  reeded f r i e z e  and sp ind ly  f l u t e d  e n t a b l a t u r e  blocks,  a  Fede ra l  c h a i r  r a i l ,  

i and an inconspicuous co rn ice  complete t h e  decora t ion  of  t h e  room. 

Pfansfield was remodeled s h o r t l y  a f t e r  1905 by a  new owner. A t  t h a t  tiine, t h e  
! f i r s t - s t o r y  f l o o r i n g  and a b e l l  system were i n s t a l l e d .  $lost o f  t h e  doors  and 

hardware and t h e  chande l i e r s  a l s o  d a t e  from t h a t  renovat ion.  

DTU 
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