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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL ( IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Sappony Church i s  a r ec t angu la r  frame bu i ld ing ,  one s t o r y  high and t h r e e  bays long,  
covered wi th  beaded weatherboards and en te red  through t h e  west gable  end. O r i z i n a l l y  
cons t ruc ted  i n  1725-26, a  v e s t r y  room was added e a r l y  i n  t h e  n ine teen th  century ;  t h e  
bu i ld ing  was remodeled i n  t h e  mid-nineteenth century  and again i n  1870 fol lowing t h e  
c o l l a p s e  of  a  balcony and t h e  p l a s t e r  c e i l i n g  a t  t h e  end o f  a  s e rv ice .  Nevertheless ,  
a  s i g n i f i c a n t  amount of  e a r l y  f a b r i c  surv ives .  

A11 of t h e  windows have l a r g e  nine-over-nine sa sh  wi th  most of  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  g l a s s ,  
and some r e t a i n  t h e i r  e a r l y  frames wi th  beaded s i l l s .  The low gable  roo f ,  w i t h  i ts  
deep pediment and d e n t i l  co rn ice  a t  t h e  west end, i s  probably a product o f  t h e  mid- 
n ine teen th  cen tu ry  a l t e r a t i o n ,  but  t h e  f l u s h  boards i n  t h e  tympanum of t h e  pediment 
a r e  reused o l d  m a t e r i a l s .  Also da t ing  from t h e  mid-nineteenth cen tu ry  i s  t h e  en t r ance  
doorway w i t h  i ts  ramped l i n t e l  and two-panel applied-mold double doors. 

A t  t h e  e a s t  end i s  a v e s t r y  room wi th  a  two-panel, v e r t i c a l - p a n e l  Greek Revival door. 
The room, wi th  i ts  low hipped roof and d e n t i l  co rn ice ,  was b u i l t  e a r l y  i n  t h e  n ine teen th  
century ,  w i th  t h e  door and a p l a i n  f r i e z e  added i n  t h e  mid-century renovat ion.  The 
shal low chancel  w i th  i t s  t r i p l e  window was added s t i l l  l a t e r  i n  t h e  n ine teen th  century.  

The i n t e r i o r  of  t h e  church i s  a s i n g l e ,  p l a i n  r ec t angu la r  room wi th  a  f l a t  matchboard 
c e i l i n g  and a broad, f l a t  a r ch  l ead ing  t o  t h e  chancel.  Most of  t h e  church f u r n i t u r e  
has been remodelled o r  rear ranged,  but  t h e  f a b r i c  i s  o r i g i n a l .  Raised-panel wainscot ing 
e n c i r c l e s  t h e  w a l l s ,  and ra ised-panel  box pews have been converted t o  s l i p  pews wi th  
e x t r a  p ieces  used t o  b u i l d  t h e  matching p u l p i t  and reading desk and t h e  Gothic-pedimented 
b ishop ' s  c h a i r  which, w i t h  an e a r l y  t r e s t l e  cornunion t a b l e ,  occupies  t h e  chancel .  The 

1 a l t a r  a r e a  i s  s e t  o f f  from t h e  body o f  t h e  church by an e a r l y  b a l u s t r a d e  whose b a l u s t e r s  
I have been c u t  down, and another  p i ece  of  t h e  same ba lus t r ade ,  t h i s  una l t e red ,  s e t s  o f f  
! t h e  chancel .  
i 
! 
t To t h e  r i g h t  (south) o f  t h e  a l t e r  a r e a ,  s e t  i n t o  t h e  wainscot ing,  a r e  t h e  headstones 

i o f  Devereux J a r r a t t  and h i s  w i fe  Martha, s igned  " D a v i d s o n , ~ P e t e r s b u r g , "  and i n  
! t h e  c e n t e r  of t h i s  co rne r  a rea ,  a l s o  brought t o  t h e  church wi th  J a r r a t t ' s  remains, is 

a marble o b e l i s k  i n s c r i b e d  "Erected t o  t h e  memory of  Rev. D. J a r r a t t  and wife  a s  a  
I t.stixoniaf of  t h e  r e s p e c t  and reverznce  o f  a succeeding genera t ion  1853." 

I The e a r l y  n ine teenth-century  v e s t r y  roonl, which i s  entered  from t h e  sanctuary  through 

j a doorway wi th  an e a r l y  two-panel, ra i sed-panel  door,  r e t a i n s  i t s  o r i g i n a l  f l u s h  
w a i ~ s c o t i r ~ g  (with o r i g i n a l  pa in t  v i s i b l e  i n s i d ?  a corner  c l o s s t )  and  early bur-ooei--four 
sash. 

i 
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STATElMENT OFSIGNIFICANCE, 

Sappony Church i n  r u r a l  Dinwiddie County is  s i g n i f i c a n t  p r imar i ly  f o r  i t s  a s s o c i a t i o n  
with Devereux J a r r a t t ,  i t s  r e c t o r  from t h e  1760s u n t i l  h i s  dea th  i n  t h e  opening years  
of the  n ine teen th  century.  An ardent  suppor t e r  of  t h e  American Revolut ion,  J a r r a t t  was 
a l s o  a renowned proponent of t h e  Plethodist movement w i t h i n  t h e  Anglican/Episcopal church, 
His remains and those  of h i s  w i f e  l i e  bur ied  beneath the  bui ld ing .  

Sappony Church was b u i l t  i n  1725-26 a s  one of two chapels  of  B r i s t o l  Par i sh .  William 
Byrd I1 v i s i t e d  t h e  new bu i ld ing  twice during h i s  exp lo ra to ry  t r a v e l s ,  a s  he recounted 
i n  h i s  His tory  oE t h e  Divid ing  Line (1728) and Journey t o  t h e  Land of  Eden (1733). I n  . -- - 
1742, t h e  chapel  was s e t  o f f  a s  t h e  p a r i s h  church of  t h e  newly orgenized  Bath Parish.  

The t h i r d  r e c t o r  of  Bath Par i sh ,  a f t e r  a M r .  Pow and t h e  Rev. James pas t eu r ,  was Devereux 
J a r r a t t ,  who assumed t h e  o f f i c e  i n  1763. J a r r a t t  was one o f  t h e  few Anglican c l e r i c s  
t o  be a f f e c t e d  by t h e  Great  Awakening, which l e d  him t o  decry t h e  f r i v o l i t y  and " c i v i l  I 

mLrth" of-Virginians. A t  t h e  time, he recounted,  "I s tood  a lone ,  n o t  knowing o f  one I 

/Anglican/ clergyman i n  V i r g i n i a  like-minded wi th  myself." - - 

An admirer of  New England's famous preacher ,  r e v i v a l i s t  and theologian  Jonathan Edwards, 
J a r r a t t  himself had a r e p u t a t i o n  a s  a v i v i d  and moving o r a t o r  and experienced seve ra l  
r e v i v a l s  of  r e l i g i o n  w i t h i n  h i s  church i n  t h e  yea r s  f o l l w i n g  1765, events  which he 
described i n  h i s  .E r i e£  Nar ra t ive  of t h e  Revival of  ~ e l i p i o n  & V i r g i n i a  (1778). H i s  -- - 
r e v i v a l i s t  sympathies l e d  him t o  encourage t h e  Ffethodist  movement i n  h i s  a rea .  Always 
c a r e f u l  never t o  of fend  Anglican s e n s i b i l i t i e s  by hold ing  Methodist meetings i n  h i s  
church bu i ld ing ,  he neve r the le s s  extended t o  them t h e  use  of  h i s  barn. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  / I  
being a comforting s i g n  of  t h e  r i s e  of  experimental  r e l i g i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  church, t h e  
; 4 ~ t h o l i s t s  ;+ere ;n  J z r r a t t ' s  eye s  a Xralsable l i d  i i x  combatticp t h e  2 rogr s s s  oE Bapciscs 
and o t h e r  d i s s e n t e r s  i n  Vi rg in i a .  

1 :  
When J a r r a t t  d ied  i n  18C-7, h i s  f u n e r a l  was conducted a t  t h e  church by F ranc i s  Asbury, Ij 

the pioneering Piethodisc c i r c u i t  r i d e r .  J a r r a t t  was succeeded by :<right Tucker i n  
1801 and John Grammar i n  1827, but  Sappony Church continued t o  be known a s  "Old Father  
J? .rrnt- t ' s  Church." In 1869, h i s  r ena ins  were t r a n s f e r r e d  frcm t h e i r  b u r i a l  p.!acc a t  
Diamond H i l l  i n  Amelia County t o  Sappony church. It was a t  t h e  end of  t h e  memorial 
s e r v i c e ,  according t o  legend,  t h a t  t h e  bu i ld ing  col lapsed .  However, t h e  testimony of  !/ I /  
one member of t h e  congregat ion was t h a t  on ly  a g a l l e r y  and t h e  c e i l i n g  gave way. Archi- j j  
t c c t u r a l  evidence,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  s u r v i v a l  of s o  much e a r l y  f a b r i c  inc luding  t h e  I )  

sash  wi th  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  g l a s s ,  lends  suppor t  t o  t h e  wi tness '  argunent.  !i 
; I  

Sappony Church cont inues  t o  house a small  but  a c t i v e  Episcopal  congregation. ; 
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