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The house a t  Burnt Quarter  has  undergone va r ious  changes s i n c e  i t  was b u i l t  
sometime i n  the  t h i r d  q u a r t e r  of the  e igh teen th  century.  It i s  f a i r l y  
c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e  h a l l ,  d in ing  room, and e a s t  and west  chambers d a t e  from 
the  e a r l i e s t  per iod .  The nu r se ry  may d a t e  from t h a t  time. During the  
n ine teen th  century  tJe h a l l  was lengthened and t h e  pant ry  and p a r l o r  added. 
The p resen t  k i t chen  was o r i g i n a l l y  a n  open porch. A f u l l  basement e x i s t s  
under the west chamber, d in ing  room, and a po r t ion  of  the h a l l .  Three 
small  porches, one on the  end of  each chamber and one a t  the  f r o n t  door,  
show Greek Revival t r i m ,  though they may d a t e  from an e a r l i e r  per iod ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  the  f r o n t  one. Half of t h e  west porch was made i n t o  a bathroom 
i n  the  twen t i e th  century .  I n t e r i o r  woodwork from t h r e e  d i s t i n c t  per iods  
e x i s t s : ,  e igh teen th  century  Georgian, Federal  and high Greek Revival. 

On the  e x t e r i o r  a l l  the  windoals have matching Greek Revival t r i m .  A l l  of  
t h e  weatherboarding on t h e  house i s  t h e  same, wi th  a n  i n t r i c a t e l y  moulded 
bead. The foundation of  a l l  the  house i s  b r i ck ,  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond, 
except  t h a t  of  the  p a r l o r ,  which i s  rough s tone .  Basement windows a r e  
comparatively l a r g e ,  w i t h  v e r t i c a l  wooden ba r s ,  each bar  being square  i n  
s e c t i o n ,  s e t  d i agona l ly  t o  the  frame. 

Burnt Quarter has  much of i t s  o r i g i n a l  fu rn i sh ings .  The p a r l o r  i s  probabl 
one of  the  most a u t h e n t i c  Vic to r i an  rooms i n  Vi rg in i a ,  with i t s  matching 
rosewood s o f a s ,  c h a i r s ,  box piano,  family p o r t r a i t s  (which show the  ravages 
of Yankee s o l d i e r s '  s a b r e  s l a shes )  and i n t r i c a t e l y  fashioned b r a s s  window 
valences. 

. I ,  , _ .  . 
o n t h e  grounds of t h e  h b u i i  'is 'iioidmeiit E b - s i x  unknown' ConEedBrate .  oldie 
k i l l e d  i n  the  E a t t l e  of  Five Forks, T o  the  e a s t  of  the  house i s  , a n  e a r l y  . . . . . . . . . .  . *  
smokehouse w h i ~ h  is  s t i i l ' i n ' k e .  Still surrounded by fieliis 'knd'  wdodlands 
the  house and i t s  s e t t i n g  have changed l i t t l e  s i n c e  t h e  d e c i s i v e  b a t t l e  ...... 
of t h e  war Between the  S t a t e s  i n w & i c h  iF f i ' gu red  s o  prominently. 
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I t  has been assumed t h a t  the  land on which Burnt Quar t e r  p l a n t a t i o n  i s  
loca ted  was patented by a Robert Coleman i n  t h e  t h i r d  q u a r t e r  of t h e  

I s eventeenth  century .  It i s  a l s o  assumed t h a t  t h i s  Robert Coleman i s  
t h e  ances to r  of t h e  Robert Coleman who b u i l t  the  present  house i n - t h e  
mid-eighteenth century .  Joseph Goodwyn came i n t o  possession of the  
p l a n t a t i o n  through h i s  marriage t o  Robert  olem man's daughter Mary. It  I was through t h e i r  daugh te r ' s  marriage t o  John W. Gi l l iam (1810-1813) t h a t  
Burnt Quar ter  passed i n t o  the  Gi l l iam family who c u r r e n t l y  own i t .  

The Union Army under the  command of General C.  K. Warren won a major 
v i c t o r y  a t  Five Forks, cap tu r ing  some f i v e  thousand Confederate t roops.  
The Southern d e f e a t  broke General Lee ' s  l i n e  of  defense  around Petersburg  
which i n  t u r n  forced the  evacuat ion of  Richmond. 
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I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  i t s  c l o s e  a s s o c i a t i o n  t o  t h e  C i v i l  War, Burnt Quarter  is  
one of t h e  o l d e s t  cont inuously operated farms i n  t h e  a r e a ,  and the  house 
ranks a s  one of  the  prominent c o l o n i a l  p l a n t a t i o n  dwell ings i n  souths ide  
Virg in ia .  

The p l a n t a t i o n  takes  i t s  name from a family t r a d i t i o n  t h a t  dur ing  the  
Revolution, B r i t i s h  Colonel Banastre Tar le ton  on one of  h i s  marauding 
expedi t ions  stopped a t  the e s t a t e  long enough t o  burn the  g r a i n  q u a r t e r  
and t h e  ou tbu i ld ings .  

Although Burnt Quarter  has been c h i e f l y  a tobacco p l a n t a t i o n ,  i n  the 
. .  f i r s t -  yea r s .o f  the  War Between t h e  S t a t e s  i t  suppl ied  t h e  Southern armies 

wi th  needed supp l i e s  ranging from planta t ion- tanned h ides  f o r  s o l d i e r s ' .  
shoes t o  g r a i n  f o r  horses .  On Apr i l  1, 1865, i t  became the s c e n e  of t h e  
d e c i s i v e  B a t t l e  of Five Forks,.-- During, , the b a t t l e  t h e  house served, both 
a s  headquar te rs  f o r  Union General M e r r i t t  and as a m i l i t S y  hosp i t a l . .  
I n  p a r t  o f  the  b a t t l e  the  house s tood i n  t h e  l i n e  of f i r e  wi th  Confederate: 
i n  the  peach orchard behind and Federal  t roops i n  the  f r o n t  f i e l d .  The 
e x t e r i o r  of  t h e  house was r idd led  wi th  b u l l e t s  and t h e  r e a r  chimney was 
des t royed by t h e  blow of a cannon b a l l .  The Union troops desecra ted  the  
i n t e r i o r ,  damaging the  f u r n i t u r e  and s l a s h i n g  t h e  family p o r t r a i t s .  Years 
l a t e r  t h e  Gi l l iam family proudly re fused  Federal  a i d  t o  have the  p o r t r a i t s  
r e s to red .  
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