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17. DESCRIPTION 1 
CON01 TION 

Blandf ie ld  i s  the  l a r g e s t  of  a group of  mid-Georgian p l an ta t ion  mansions 
a long t h e  lower Rappahannock River. Bu i l t  of  b r i ck  f i n e l y  l a i d  i n  Flemish 
bond, Blandf ie ld  c o n s i s t s  of  a two-story c e n t r a l  block wi th  f lanking mo-  
s t ~ r y ' d e ~ e n d e n c i e s  connected t o  the c e n t e r  s e c t i o n  by s t r a i g h t  one-story 
hyphens. The dependencies a r e  placed a t  r i g h t  angles  t o  the  c e n t r a l  block 
forming a fo recour t  on the  land f ron t .  The c e n t r a l  block f ea tu res  a three-  
bay pedimented c e n t r a l  p a v i l i o n  on both the  land and r i v e r  f ron t s .  I t  is 
thought t h a t  the  pav i l ions  were a t  one time f ronted  by two-story porches 
b u t  t h e  p resen t  one-story porches a r e  of  Greek Revival design. The building 
is  surrounded by a  modi l l ion  co rn ice  and i s  topped by a  hip-on-hip roof wi th  
fou r  i n t e r i o r  chimneys. The gauged b r i c k  jack arches  over  a l l  the windows 
a r e  s a i d  t o  have t h e  wides t  sp l ay  of  any i n  Virg in ia .  

(Check On.) 
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I N T E G R I T Y  

None of t h e  i n t e r i o r  decora t ion  su rv ives  a t  Blandfield;  the  present  
s e v e r e l y  p l a i n  woodwork was i n s t a l l e d  i n  1844 a f t e r  the  o r i g i n a l  was 
removed. The c e n t e r  h a l l  o f  t h e  house may have been o r i g i n a l l y  d iv ided  
i n t o  two rooms a s  it  p r e s e n t l y  is wi th  s t a i r  h a l l s  on e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  
c e n t e r  h a l l  s e p a r a t i n g  the  f i r s t  f l o o r  rooms. These s t a i r s  ascend to  a  
l a r g e  c r o s s  h a l l  on t h e  second f l o o r .  The o r i g i n a l  k i t chen  i n  one of t h e  
dependencies i s  l a r g e l y  i n t a c t .  
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A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y ,  Blandf ie ld  belongs t o  a n  important  group of mid-Georgian 
Tidewater mansions which echo the  monumental s t y l e  of  P a l l a d i o  a s  
i n t e r p r e t e d  i n  ~ n g l i s h  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  des ign  books. This group inc ludes  
Mount Airy,  Menokin, Elmood, and the  Car ly l e  House i n  Alexandria.  
Blandf ie ld  l o s t  a l l  of  i ts i n t e r i o r  woodwork a s  a r e s u l t  of  a n  1844 
remodeling; i t  w a s  aga in  a l t e r e d  i n  1848 by Van Ness, the c o n t r a c t o r  wfio 
r e s t o r e d  t h e  i n t e r i o r  of Mount Airy a f t e r  i t s  f i r e  i n  1844. 

. 

The p lan  of  Blandf ie ld ,  wi th  i t s  twin s t a i r  h a l l s  and spac ious ly  
proport ioned rooms, i s  most ample and unusual.  The house remains one 
of  the  l a r g e s t  c o l o n i a l  p l a n t a t i o n  mansions i n  Vi rg in i a  and is  s t i l l  
owned by the  Beverley family. 
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The exac t  d a t e  of  the  cons t ruc t ion  of  Blandf ie ld  is: unknown, but  i t  was 
probably b u i l t  circa 1750 f o r  W i l l i a m  Beverley (1696-1756), son of 
V i r g i n i a ' s  f i r s t  nat ive-born h i s t o r i a n ,  Robert Beverley (circa 1673- 
1722). The e s t a t e  was named a f t e r  William Bever ley ' s  wife ,  E l i zabe th  
Bland. Blandf ie ld  was sacked by Federal  t roops dur ing  the  C i v i l  War, 
but  t h e  house was n o t  damaged. 



Troubetzkoy, Ulrich, "Blandfield Plantation", Virginia Cavalcade, vol. 11, 
No. 4, Spring, 1962. 
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