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D i ; s C R l n E  T H E  P R C S E N T  AND O H I G I N 4 L  (11 hnoWn) P H Y S I C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  i Tila hoi~rc  and sett-ing of Brooke's Bank form a c l a s s i c  p ic ture  of a Tidewater 
Virginia piantat ion.  The land approach t o  the house i s  across broad leve l  
f i e l d s  bordered by l~cdgcrows and woodlands. A small forecourt  i s  formed on I the land front  by t w o  one-story dependencies t h a t  were formerly of wood but 
11ave becn r c b u i l t  i n  br ick ,  incorporating the old chimneys. These chimneys I and an old snolrliousc located t o  thc west of the house a r e  a l l  tha t  remain 1 of thc p l an t a t ion ' s  ea r ly  outbuildings. The r i v e r  f ron t  overlooks a 
terraccd yard planted with shade t r ee s  and shrubbery down t o  the Rappahannock I 

I River. The view across the r i v e r  i s  of a broad marsh with the h i l l s  of the 
south s ide  of the Northern Neck forming a backdrop. To the west of the I terraccd yard i s  an old-fashioned flower garden. I 

I 

1 . . . .  . 4 . .  

I or ig ina l  i n t e r i o r  woodwork of Brooke's Bank survives almost completely 
1 i n t a c t .  Tile outstanding i n t e r i o r  fea ture  i s  the  e l l i p t i c a l  arch with panele 
I s o f f i t  znd p i l a s t e r  supports i n  the center  of the  h a l l .  The arch frames ' the s t a i r  which ascends aga ins t  the south end of the h a l l .  Tile s t a i r  i s  
( v e r y  unusual for  i t s  period i n  t ha t  i t  makes a ninety degree curve i n  the 
8 l a s t  e igh t  s teps .  The pr inc ipa l  rooms on each s ide  of the h a l l  a r e  a l l  
( embellished with cornices,  cha i r  r a i l s ,  baseboards, paneled window sea t s ,  

and corner chimney pieces. The par lor  chimney piece i s  the most e laborate ,  I being decorated with f lu ted  p i l a s t e r s ,  c rosse t ted  frame with strapwork, a ' carved cornice shelf  supported on molded consoles,  and an a rch i t rave  1 f i rep lace  surround. An unusual i n t e r i o r  fea ture  located i n  the dining room 
I i s  the b u i l t - i n  cupboard with  scrol led top,  paneled doors and a concealed 

compartment. The bui ld ing ' s  almost completely unal tered basement i s  a l so  a 
rare survival .  It r e t a i n s  i t s  ear th  f l oo r ,  and the s torage rooms s t i l l  
have t h e i r - l a r g e  wooden-doors with t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  locks and s tenc i led  

, . numbers: . .:. , , . : . .. . 

I The haus* i s  small i n  s ca l e  compared t o  other  mid-Georgian Virginia  
1 plantat ion houses of s imi l a r  type, but very sophis t icated i n  a r ch i t ec tu ra l  
, trcztnlcnt. I t s  walls a r e  l a i d  i n  even-colored Flemish bond both above 

zr.6 bziow fne molded water t ab le ,  and an e labora te ly  molded b e l t  course 
j is czzried ac.;oss a l i  four s ides .  Rubbed br ick  i s  employed a t  the corners 
1 a112 LLL tlic rrLndox.? janbs, and gauged br ick jack arches a r e  over a l l  the 

Although the house suffered a she l l i ng  from a Northern gunboat and stood 
vacant f o r  many years ,  i t  has s ince been ca re fu l ly  and sens i t i ve ly  r e w i r e d  
by the present owners and s tands i n  exce l len t  condition. 
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1 openings. Tie house i s  covered by a shallow h i p p a  roof t ha t  i s  surrounded - 
, - -  I ,, l-cs bbsc by a wosden cornice with small, c lose ly  spaced nodi l l ions .  The I 

i,.,Gst ; ,.,,eresting -+ archi tectural :  features  of the house a r e  the two t a l l  i n t e r i q r  
: zr.d ;i-,lril?ys decorated with glazed bricks forming a pa t te rn  of su?erimposed 
I iozengcs on three faces of each shaf t .  'illis treatment is believed to  be a 
I unique survival .  Both chimneys a r e  topped by very f i n e  molded caps. 
I 

I Later addi t ions  t o  the e x t e r i o r  of the house include two one-story br ick 
rjlnzs added by. the p,reseqt owner ,toyard,.the nor,th ,front.  :The two small 
oze-story wings tha t  a r e  s l i g h t l y  s e t  back from the plane of the south wall 
wcrc pr-obably @ d e d , i n ; t h e , l a L t e r : p a y t  of the e ighteenth century. The one- ! , s tory  porch she l te r ing  the south entrance i s  a l s o  a l a t e r  addi t ion.  A porch 

( of s imi la r  des ignon  the north f ~ o n t h a s  been removed. None of the sash 
/ appears t o  be o r ig ina l ,  although the cases and s i l l s  may be. 
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,;car the dcath of her husband, Mrs. Brooke took charge of h i s  a f f a i r s .  
Six ewas familar with the a rea ,  being the daughter of Lawrence Tal iaferro,  
who was serving a s  Sher i f f  there  i n  1720. Besides managing a s izeable  
plantat ion,  Mrs. Brooke ran a f e r r y , t h a t  connected Essex County with 
Leedstown i n  Westmoreland County. This f e r ry  had been authorized by an  
Act ,of the'Genera1 Assembly i n  1748 t h a t  authorized the t ru s t ee s  of 
Lzedstown t o  make a causeway through the marsh t o  connect with a f e r ry  
between t h e i r  s i d e  of the Rappahannock Bnd Brooke's Bank. 
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S T A T E M E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  

Brooke's Bank survives not only a s  a wel l  preserved Tidewater plantat ion 
I house of the highest  qua l i ty  but a s  a monument to. the lady who b u i l t  i t .  / Xrs. Sarah Tal ia fe r ro  Brooke supervised the ~ons t i - ' ~c t ion"o f  her new house 
1 311d moved i n  upon i t s  completion i n  1751. She had' inher i ted  the property 
I or. wl~ich the mansion s t ands f rom lifr husband, William Brooke, who died i n  
j 1735. 
I ' .,.. 
1  ilia^,^ 3rroke ewas the son of Robert and Catherine Brooke and cane from 
I  
! a:? cstablishcd. Tidewater family. His parents had been l i v ing  i n  Essex 
i Ccunty a s  ea r ly  a s  1689 and therc  was a William Brooke serving as  c l e rk  of 
3 

1 Upon i t s  completion i n  1751 Mrs. Brooke moved in to  the new house with her 1 son and daughter. A t  her death i n  1764 she l e f t  the  property t o  her son, 
TCilliam, with the provision that  he r  daughter be allowed t o  continue t o  
res ide there  u n t i l  her marriage. In  her  w i l l  Mrs. Brooke spec i f i ca l ly  
mentioned tha t  she was leaving her  son the house tha t  she had b u i l t .  

i 

I 

1 William Brooke inher i ted  the p lan ta t ion  from h i s  mother and l ived there  
I ~ n t i l  h i s  death. It l a t e r  passed t o  h i s  son John and through two more 
OenerGtlons of Brookes u n t i l  i t  went i n t o  other hands ea r ly  i n  the I -  . . twcntreth century. After  standing long abandoned and neglected i t  was I purchased and restored by the present owner i n  the 1930's. 

i r -e county court  i n  1655. 1 
I 

Dilring the War between the States  i t  was shel led by the USS Parmee, a 
Union gunboat on the Rappahannock. During the bombardment a hidden 
compartment i n  the  woodwork i n  the  dining room came open, disclosing a 
cache of family papers t ha t  had been'secreted the re - s ince  the'middle 
eighteenth century. From t h i s  source much of the ea r ly  documentation of 
the property under the  ownership of Mrs. Brooke has been made possible. 
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