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Elmwood is impressively s i t u a t e d  on the  edge of the  r idge  t h a t  de f ines  
the  south  s i d e  of the  Rappahannock Valley. From the  nor th  o r  ent rance  
f r o n t ,  broad views of the  pas tu res  and bottom lands may be obtained.  The 
south  f r o n t  o r i g i n a l l y  overlooked a n  extens ive  formal garden, r e s to red  i n  
r ecen t  years .  The house o r i g i n a l l y  may have been flanked by dependencies, 
bu t  no a rchaeo log ica l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  has  been undertaken t o  v e r i f y  t h i s .  

I 
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The dimensions of Elmwood a r e  one hundred f e e t  long by about  t h i r t y  f e e t  
deep, making i t  one of the  l a r g e s t  of ~ i r g i n i a ' s  c o l o n i a l  p l a n t a t i o n  
houses. The two-story b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  is  covered by a hipped roof wi th  a 
shalJow c e n t r a l  p ro jpc t ing ,  pav i l ion  on the  ent rance  f ron t .  The pav i l ion  
f e a t u r e s  m open tympanum,and a second-floor Pal ladian  window. The roof 
is  surrounded at its base by a f i n e  modil l ion-and-denti l  co rn ice  and has 
two i n t e r i o r  chimneys p r o j e c t i n g  from i t s  r idge.  

Elmwood's w a l l s  a r e  l a i d  i n  e s p e c i a l l y  even Flemish bond, and a r e  surrounde 
by a molded water  t a b l e  and a rubbed b r i c k  b e l t  course.  Gauged f l a t  
a rches  appear over  a l l  the  windows except  those on the  f i r s t  f l o o r  of the  
sou th  f r o n t .  These windows, which a r e  topped by s i n g l e - t i e r  rowlock arches  
were t r e a t e d  i n  a simple manner because they were o r i g i n a l l y  obscured by 
a one-story porch extending the  length  of the facade. The exact  appearance 
of t h i s  porch has not  been es t ab l i shed .  

CONDITION 

Elmwood's p l a n  inc ludes  a c e n t r a l  h a l l  from which c o r r i d o r s  extend ac ross  
the  n o r t h  f r o n t  t o  the  drawing room on the  west and the  o r i g i n a l  d in ing  
r o o m  on the  e a s t .  On e i t h e r  s i d e  of the h a l l  on t he  bouth s i d e  of the  
house a r e  the  l i b r a r y  a n d  music room. Much o r i g i n a l  woodwork su rv ives  
on the  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  while  the  second f l o o r  has been almost Cdmpletely 
retrimmed. The woodwork i n  t h e  l i b r a r y  and drawing room is e s p e c i a l l y  
r i c h ,  and inc ludes  f u l l  pane l l ing  with e l a b o r a t e  co rn ices  and overmantels.  
The o r i g i n a l  mantels i n  both rooms have been l o s t ,  however. The h a l l n  
r e t a i n s  i ts  f u l l  Doric e n t a b l a t u r e  and e l l i p t i c a l  a rches ,  but  a new 
s ta i rway has been placed i n  the  w e s t  c o r r i d o r .  The loca t ion  of the  
o r i g i n a l  s ta i rway is uncer ta in .  

The 1852 remodelling of Elmwood r e s u l t e d  i n  extens ive  a l t e r a t i o n s  t o  
both the  e x t e r i o r  and i n t e r i o r  of the  house. The remodelling included 
the  a d d i t i o n  of a n  I t a l i a n a t e  stair tower on the  ent rance  f r o n t ,  and 
the  lowering of n e a r l y  a l l  the  window s i l l s  i n  order  t o  accomodate a 
l a r g e r  pane sash .  The o r i g i n a l  porch on the  garden f r o n t  was removed 
and a smal l e r  porch s u b s t i t u t e d  f o r  it. The p resen t  owner's ex tens ive  
renovat ion  of Elmwood has  r e s u l t e d  i n  the  removal o f  s e v e r a l  o f  the  1852 
a d d i t i o n s ,  inc luding t h e  stair tower. 
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amily had been prominent in Essex County since the seventeenth century. 
arnett was one of the largest landowners in[ the &ountyh,hnd #,'member of 
he Essex Committee of Safetj1;17'74-75. Elmwood passed to Muscoe 
arnett's son, James Mercer Garnett (1770-18431, and then to his grandson, 
uscoe Russell Hunter Garnett (1821-1864), anti-abolitionist, lawyer, and 
onfederate statesman. It was he who extensively remodelled Elmwood in 
852 in the Italianate style. Except for two brief intervals, Elmwood 
as uninhabited from the 1870's until it was inherited by its present 
wner, Muscoe Russell Hunter Garnett. Many of the 1852 additions have 
een removed by the present owner in an effort to return the house to 
ts original appearance. 

rchitecturally, Elmwood is one of Virginia's most ambitious colonial 
lantation houses, both in size and richness of detail. Its interior 
rim'is some bf-the.inosr elabbrake irf thr.periad.; 'Wany'of ttB design' 
eatures, such as masonry details, facade design, and interior woodwork, 
elate the house architecturally to several other' important mid-~eorgian 
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