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Bu i l t  i n  1794; Su l ly  is a  th ree -pa r t  frame farmhouse s e t  on a  foundat ion of  
l o c a l  brown sandatone. The c e n t e r ,  two-story eec t ion  has a  s i d e  h a l l  p lan  
wi th  two e x t e r i o r  end b r i c k  chimneys, and is c w e r e d  by a  gable roof .  The 
one-and-a-half s t o r y  e a s t  wing was added i n  1799, while  t h e  one-s tory  wing 
the  west was added i n  t h e  1840's a s  a  new ki tchen .  An i n t e r e s t i n g  f e a t u r e  
of t h e  c e n t e r  s e c t i o n  is the  o r i g i n a l  one-story porch o r  "piazza" on t h e  
south  s i d e ,  which has  handsome s c r o l l e d  work beneath the  eaves and is 
supported on f l u t e d  square  columns. The no r th  en t rance  is s h e l t e r e d  by a  
small  pedimented porch which is  e i t h e r  a  l a t e r  a d d i t i o n  o r  a  replacement 
of  a n  e a r l i e r  porch. I n  the  c e n t e r  s e c t i o n ,  nea r ly  a l l  the  beaded 
clapboarding and the  window sash  is o r i g i n a l ,  bu t  the co rn ice  appears  t o  be 
a replacement of  an e a r l i e r  one. 

IIO Unmlte.ed 

The rooms i n  the  c e n t e r  o r  e a r l i e r  s eq t ion  o f  the  house r e t a i n  most of  
t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  woodwork, inc luding  t h e  mantels ,  f l o o r s ,  c h a i r  r a i l s ,  
c o r n i c e s ,  and baseboards. A l l  of the  wood mantels i n  t h e  c e n t e r  s e c t i o n  
a r e  e s p e c i a l l y  handsome and appear t o  be adapted from Bat ty  Langley's 
The C i t y  and Country B u i l d e r ' s  and Workman's Treasury of Designs, 1750 - 
e d i t i o n .  The e a s t  wing o r i g i n a l l y  contained two bedrooms wi th  corner  
f i r e p l a c e s ,  but  t h e  p a r t i t i o n  between t h e  rooms was removed t o  c r e a t e  a  
l a r g e  r ecep t ion  room. The door connect ing the  rooms was moved t o  the  
d in ing  room t o  use a s  t h e  door t o  t h e  new ki tchen .  The h a l l  r e t a i n s  i t s  
o r i g i n a l  s t a i r c a s e  which ascends t o  the  a t t i c .  

O Moved h i g i n e l  Sit. 

In  the  immediate v i c i n i t y  of the  house is a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  assortment  o f  
ou tbu i ld ings ,  among which is  a log  cabin  thought t o  have been b u i l t  i n  
1745 by t h e  o r i g i n a l  owner of  the  land.  The cab in  was converted i n t o  a  
k i t chen  when the  main house was b u i l t .  Also included i n  the~complex  is a 
smokehouse and a two-story s tone  bu i ld ing  bel ieved t o  have been e rec t ed  
around 1800 a s  qua r t e rp  f o r  the  p l a n t a t i o n  overseer .  The s i t e  of the  Sul ly  
schoolhouse is now occupied by a  one-story frame schoolhouse (c.1800), 
r e c e n t l y  moved t o  t h e  grounds from nearby Ga insv i l l e .  

(if imolvn) P H Y S I C A L  A P P E A R I N C E  

Sul ly  was o r i g i n a l l y  approached from the  no r th ,  but  s i n c e  i ts  conversion t o  
a  house museum and t h e  l o c a t i o n  of the  new Sul ly  Road nearby, the  approach 
has been changed t o  the  south .  Informally placed shade and evergreen t r e e s  
surround the  house and ou tbu i ld ings ,  and formal gardens have been in t roduce  
r e c e n t l y  t o  t h e  no r th  of the  house. 
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Richard Bland Lee, t h e  b u i l d e r  of  Su l ly  i n  1794, was a younger b r o t h e r  
of  "Light Horse Harry" Lee and an uncle of  Robert E. Lee. He a t tended 
William and Mary College,  and i n  1776, he was one of  t h e  founders of  t h e  
Phi Beta Kappa Society.  A t  t h e  age of twenty-three,  he represented Loudoun 
County i n  t h e  Vi rg in i a  Leg i s l a tu re .  He was a l s o  no r the rn  ~ i r g i n i a ' s  f i r s t  
congressman when the  Congress met i n  Phi lade lphia .  

S u l l y  su rv ives  a s  a n  important example of  a l a t e -e igh teen th  cen tu ry  farm 
complex. Its i n t e r e s t  is increased by i t s  a s s o c i a t i o n s  wi th  the  Lee family 
and t h e i r  acquaintances.  Although t h e  house i s  not  a formal mansion, t h e  
f i n e  q u a l i t y  woodwork demonstrates t h e  c a r e  and a t t e n t i o n  t h a t  was o f t e n  
given t o  more modest Virg in ia  dwell ings.  The p rese rva t ion  of Su l ly  is a 
s i g n i f i c a n t  i n s t ance  of  coopera t ion  between t h e  Federal  Government and 
concerned p r i v a t e  c i t i z e n s .  
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Lee i n h e r i t e d  t h e  Su l ly  lands from h i s  f a t h e r ,  Henry Lee, i n  1787, and i t  
i s  thought t h a t  he l i ved  a t  Sul ly  i n  a l a r g e  log  house (no longer  s t and ing  
u n t i l  h i s  marriage i n  1794, t o  El izabeth  Co l l in s .  Lee commenced the  
b u i l d i n g  of  t h e  p resen t  house t h a t  year .  While the  house was being b u i l t ,  
Lee's fa ther - in- law paid the couple a v i s i t  and descr ibed  t h e  nea r ly  
completed s t r u c t u r e  by saying:  "It i s  a very  c l e v e r  house, has  an e l egan t  
h a l l  12 f e e t  wide and a handsome s t a i r c a s e  and two very  p r e t t y  rooms on 
the f i r s t  f loor ."  

Duping Richard Bland ~ e e ' s  ownership, Sul ly  was v i s i t e d  by many of h i s  
prominent f r i e n d s ,  among whom were George Washington, and James and Dolley 
Madison. I n  1811, Lee so ld  Sul ly  t o  h i s  cous in ,  Francis  Lightfoob  lee, an' 
i n  1839 Francis  Light foot  Lee's daughter put  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  up a t  a u c t i o n  
where i t  was purchased by William Swartout. Af t e r  Swartout 's  occupancy, 
Su l ly  passed through va r ious  p r i v a t e  owners u n t i l  1957 when i t  was acqui re ,  
by the  Federa l  Aviat ion Agency a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  land f o r  Washington's 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a i r p o r t ,  l a t e r  named Dulles  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Airpor t .  The F.A. 
planned t o  burn the  house but  a Specia l  Act of Congress forbade i t s  
d e s t r u c t i o n  and provided t h a t  i t  be administered by a p rese rva t ion  agency 
and be exh ib i t ed  a s  a museum. 
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