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I CONOlTlON 

I 

Although t h e  s c a l e  o f  the  house is smal l - - ta i lored ,  i t  is s a i d ,  t o  Frank 
Lloyd Wright ' s  own phys ica l  proport ions-- the i n t e r i o r  is a i r y  and spacious.  
The main p a r t  o f  t h e  i n t e r i o r  is  not  divided i n t o  s e p a r a t e  chambers but  is a 
whole s e r i e s  of  spaces  which i n t e r p e n e t r a t e  and w e r l a p .  The bedrooms, 
however, a r e  con ta ined  i n  a wing perpendicular  t o  t h e  entrance.  Much of 
the  f u r n i t u r e  is b u i l t  i n  f o r  easy  c a r e  and a n  unc lu t t e red  look. Like t h e  
e x t e r i o r ,  t h e  i n t e r i o r  walls a r e  e i t h e r  b r i c k  o r  unpainted cypress ,  
r e q u i r i n g  no p a i n t i n g  o r  o t h e r  c a r e  by the  owners. . 

(Ch.s* On.) 
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1 Although t h e  house had been dismantled and moved frw its o r i g i n a l  s i t e ,  
t h e  p r e s e n t  s i t e  was c a r e f u l l y  chosen s o  t h a t  t h e  house would r e t a i n  the  

i same v i s u a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  t h e  surrounding woodlands t h a t  Wright intended. 
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1 Tne ~ o ~ e - ~ e i ~ h e ~  House is  a one-story s t r u c t u r e  wi th  n e i t h e r  basement no r  1 and wi th  a broad f l a t  roof  overhanging the  growed-board walls. The roo f ,  
, c a n t i l e v e r e d  c a r p o r t ,  and grouped windows emphasize t h e  h o r i z o n t a l i t y  of  the 1 house. The b u i l d i n g  r e s t s  on a concre te  s l a b  i n  which the  hea t ing  p ipes  
I a r e  imbedded. The p l an  is on two l e v e l s ,  r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  g e n t l e  s lope  of  

t h e  s i te .  The w a l l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  is a wood sandwich c o n s i s t i n g  of unpainted 
cypres s  s h e a t h i n g  screwed t o  both s i d e s  of  a plywood co re ,  thus e l imina t ing  
t h e  u s u a l  system o f  v e r t i c a l  s t u d s .  A 1 1  of  the  ornament, both i n t e r i o r  and 
e x t e r i o r ,  is o f  a technimorphic na ture :  t h a t  is indigenous t o  the  m a t e r i a l s  

/ themselves-- in t h e  way they a r e  c u t ,  joined,  and f i t t e d  together ,  employing 
! t h e i r  i c d i v i d u a l  o r  j u s t a j o s e d  t o m ,  shapes, c o l o r s ,  and t ex tu res .  The 
1 primary m a t e r i a l s  a r e  reduced t o  cypress ,  br ick ,  and g l a s s .  

(Ch.ck On.) 
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! s r r r n ~ ~ ~ r  O F  I I O N ! C I C ~ ~ C E  

I The Pope-Leighey House was designed i n  1939 by Frank Lloyd Wright f o r  
, Loren Pope. Cons t ruc t ion  of t h e  house began i n  t h e  sunrmer of 1940 under 
: t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  of Gordon Chadwick, one o f  Wright 's  T a l i e s i n  appren t i ces .  

i The house was ready f o r  occupancy by t h e  w i n t e r  o f  1941 ,and  t h e  Popes 
l i v e d  t h e r e  u n t i l  1946 when the proper ty  was s o l d  t o  M r .  and Mrs. Robert 
A. Leighey. I n  1963, the Cornonwealth o f  V i rg in i a ,  Department of  

i Highways, n o t i f i e d  Mrs. Leighey o f  i ts  p lans  t o  use the  proper ty  i n  t h e  
I c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a n  i n t e r s t a t e  highway. I t  w a s  decided t h a t  t h e  house 
: would have t o  be moved i n  o rde r  t o  be  preserved ,  and through t h e  e f f o r t s  

of t h e  Department o f  the I n t e r i o r ,  t h e  Nat ional  T rus t  f o r  H i s t o r i c  
P r e s e r v a t i o n ,  and many o t h e r  i n t e r e s t e d  o rgan iza t ions  and ind iv idua l s ,  
means f o r  p re se rv ing  the s t r u c t u r e  were secured.  I n  J u l y  of  1964, Mrs. 
Leighey s igned  a c o n t r a c t  with the  Nat ional  T r u s t  i n  which t h e  T r u s t  
agreed t o  provide  a s i t e  f o r  the house, r e c o n s t r u c t  i t  on che s i te ,  
main ta in  it a f t e r  r econs t ruc t ion  as a house museum, and permit Mrs. 
Leighey t h e  use of  the.house dur ing  h e r  l i f e t i m e .  By June 1965, the  
r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  the. house on its new s i t e  a t  Woodlawn P l a n t a t i o n  was . 

i completed. 

The d e s i g n  o f  thh  Pope-Leighey House r e f l e c t s  Frank Loyd Wright 's  concern1 
w i t h  t h e  problem of  providing contemporary Americans wi th  well-designed 
housing f o r  a minimum c o s t .  Wright be l i eved  t h a t  n o t  only  the  e l i t e  
bu t  a l s o  t h e  average Americans should have housing commensurate wi th  
t h e i r  d i g n i t y  a s  American c i t i z e n s .  Thus, Wright developed what he c a l l e  
t h e  U.S.-onian, o r  Usonian house--a p r a c t i c a l ,  economical house, y e t  
one t h a t  conta ined  the  q u a l i t y  and c l a r i t y  o f  des ign  that Wright be l ieved  
w a s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  make modern American l i f e  l i v a b l e .  

The Pope-Leighey House is  the  t h i r d  and perhaps t h e  most r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
o f  Wright ' s  Usonian houses. The va lue  o f  t h e  house as a n  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
document was summed up by a r c h i t e c t u r a l  c r i t ic  Edgar J. Kaufmnn, Jr., 
when he wro te :  

The Pope-Leighey House is g r e a t  because o f  t h e  p r i n c i p a l s  it 
embodies, n o t  because of i ts r e a l  p o r t i o n s  o f  beauty,  l i v a b i l i t y  
o r  economy, o r  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  l og ic .  These a r e  bu t  man i fe s t a t ions  
o f  i ts  v i t a l i t y .  This v i t a l i t y  can  e n l i v e n  any bui ld ing ,  from 
a hencoop t o  a country seat o r  a house o f  worship, as Wright 's 
works demonscrate.  I n  t h e  Pope-Leighey House t h e  power of t h i s  
c r e a t i v e  v i c t o r y  is presented ,  as c l e a r  as a handful  of s p r i n g  water. 
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Ah the d e s i w a t r d  State 1-iaison Officer ior t l l r  Ns- 
1 hereby ~ e r t i f y  that this property 'is included in the 

:r tional ltixlorrc P r c r e r v u t ~ o n  Act of 10116 (Publac 1 . d ~  

89-665). I hereby nomlnste this  property for ~nc lus ion  
National Register. 
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i n  the  National Reglstcr and certify that it has been 
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