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La DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL OF KNOWN1 PHYSICALAPPEAHANCE 

St. Mary's Church, Fairfax Station, i s  a simple one story white frame building 
i n  the eurly Gothic Revival tradition. It has a 5asilicon plan with a steeple 
at th3 entrance end and an interior gallery. Over the entrance door i s  a large 
Gothic arched window wi th a simple tracery pattern forming twin arches within 
i t .  On either side of the entry way are lancet vtindows. There are four 
additional arched windows al0i7g each of the two sides of the building, three 
on each side are f i l led with plain glass and are wifhout tracery. The end 
window on each side i s  f i l led with stained glass. The exterior of the church 
has not been altered since i t s  coilstruction in  18.53. It i s  sited oil a small hill, 
bur extensive tree cover now limits the visibility from the site. There i s  a 
small churchyard and cemetery on the property. . . 
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, iATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

St. May's Church was bui l t  to serve the needs of the Irish immigrants recruited to worlc on 
coi~struction of the Orange and .4lexandria Railrogd who then settled i n  this arca. 

This was the first Roman Catholic Church bui l t  within Fairfax County and has been i n  
co~itinuous use as a church. 

During the Civ i l  War, after the Second ,%:tie of Bull Run, wounded were brought here b ; ~  
train to  be treuted and evacuuted to  Alexandria und V/ushinjton. Federal fra2ps occrrpied 
the church and used the pews for f i re~ood. 

Claic Barton, founder of the American Red Cross, mode this church her headquarters for 
Ire.:tmetrt of the wv~nded i n  August, 1852. 

The Orange and Alexc~nciria Railroad line was one of the first linss from thz c o ~ s l  to the 
it i lard of Virginiu and a forerunner of the Northern Virginia railway syste.-n. One of i t s  
linzs ran Froin Alexa.liria through Fairfax Court House and out i o  3u'l Run, The lrish 
immigrants recruited to  build this line formed the members of St. Mary's parish. 

Sairli Mary's Church, Fairfax Statio;~, i s  a small on2 story white frame building s t ro i i~ iy  
evocative of ninztelnth and early twentieth century ruiul Virginia. Constructed i n  1658, 
the S u i l d i ~ ? ~  was sited 017 a small hill to ove:look the aiea and especially the railwuy lina 
about a quorter of a mile to the south. The Church and the railrood were closely carinzcterl. 
The Orange nnd Alexandria Xailroad was one of the first railway systems of northern 
Virginia, this spur of i t  connecting Alcxan.lria with Bull Run. Recruited to worl: on t.he 
ruilway, lrish immigrants became the first sizea!~le groirp of Roman Cuth~l ics  to s.ettle i n  
this port of Virginia. It was this grolt;, which formed the nucleus of the new parish and 
construct& the simple church. 

Not I o ; ~  nficr the construction of the building, the Civi l  War erupted and much o f  the 
activity OF i t s  first two years centered around narthem Virginia, In August, 1352, Saint 
Mary's Church became the focul point for treatment of the wounded foll~,vin3 the Second 
Buttle of Bull R u ~ ~ ~  During the preceding sprin3, Clarissa H a r l o ~  Barton, a U n i t d  States 

Potent Off ice clerk 0x4 forrnz~schoaf teacher from Oxford, Massachuset:s, h;ld b q u n  
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buyins food and medicines for wounded soldiers bivouacke.3 at the Capitol Building in  
\i,/cl?hington. In addition, her pleas for supplies through Massachusetts newspqers 
brogg!it dsnutioni of medicinss, bandages and food. 

1 
W h m  repo.ts came of steadily mounting ca;ualties during the Second Battle of Bull 
WJ:~,  Clara h t o n  responded. Recruiting three other women volunteers and collecting 

I 

! 

more donated supplies, M iss  Burton cut acioss regulations and social conventions, 05taining i 

i~s:mission to have supplies sent to the front. by train, and enabling her and her team to 
wcrlt close to t h l  battle lines. As the Union Army withdrew before General Lej's / 
r~dv,ncing tro:,icls, the federal field hospital was reinoved to  Saint Mary's, Fairfax 
Stuttcn. A train of 88 can  arrived there ol Sunday, August 31, carrying food and 1 .  
a:~$r:~.jniiion Fc*r General Pope's troaps. When emptied, it w c ~ l d  cclrry the ~ i v o u n d ~  1 
i,, .d,:, -!, f a  W ~ s h i n ~ t o n .  In  the meantime the men would hsve to Se laid 3ut on the h i l l  ! 
sirc:-c!3i~g away from the church. ! 

Cia:<: brioi-I, tos, arrived on that froin, bringing food a d  first aid. She nursed the 
wauiided for three sleepless days and nights as violeqt rains fell and dostoi-s w2erated 
In the ozly dr)r place availa5le -- the church. Although Miss he01 i n 4  the doctors 
tried, und c1:hough trains moved 1,003 worrnded men at a time back to  Washington, 
niany soldiers died and were Surie.3 i n  the churchyard. Two Union Generals died 
dvrina + ? ~ l s  co!ifIict -- Isaac Stephws and Philip Ke.ctrny, the latter once Lee's comrade 
i n  !!lo fh2xican War. The deoths of b ~ t h  r w n  were $roi~ghl. to the uttention of General 
Leil LS.;IO ordered :heir bodies rstumed to  their own lines ~lnder a f l a j  of truce. 

Clo.-u Bclrton dejcribed the scene: 
I 

A; six ;,.me (Ssi>tember I), a thundmtorm and arti l lery c ~ ~ l d  be hwrd. 
We waited i n  o tcnt, the o!d Massachusetts 21s) betwean us and ;he Re3s 
as POW l<earny and Stcphsnj' hzdies were Srought thrcirgh. 

She pastor of Saint Mary's Church co:ducted a short service over the fallen men and then 
work resvih1e:l. Und~?r the threat of the Confederate advance, Miss Barton i n d  the doctor 
remained until the last wc~nded man had enbarked, then abandoned the place t o  the 
so!diers who then burned everything they could not mrry. When the Coilfederates 
urrive.3, they found a few smold:ring railroad cars, so,ne unburned supplies, and Saint 
Mary's. 

a 

The P ~ N S  of Saint Mary's C h ~ ~ i c h  were also ds;troyed during this time, serving as firewood 
for :he federal troq~s. Locul trodifion holds that the present pews were instol!ed at the 
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order of President Ulysse; S. Grant who often travelled by train to  a resort i n  nearby 
Clifton. Hearing of the damage inflicted oil the Church by federal troop, he i s  said 
to !lave personally ordered restitution. 

The last decades of the nineteenth cintury were a time of anti-foreign and anti- 
Catholic sentiment in  nuch of this country. Yet Saint Mary's Church activities were 
always covered by the local nEwspapen and i t s  pcrrishioners were knawn and respecfed. 
It was during these years that the first Saint Mary's picnic was held. Originally a 
Fourth of July celebratioin, the affair became an annual event and was transferred .to 
Labor Day somef.ime after 1894. I n  September of 1975 parishioners and area residenfs 
enjoyed the ninety-ninth annual ~ i c n i c ,  an event which i s  considered to be the oldest 
ovtdoor social function in  Fairfax County. 

CPD 892 .155 
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Ro-lrigues, Jeanne with Will ianl Hammond, Ph. D. -. St. Mary's Fairfax Station Virginia. 

priv.~tely published, 1975. i 
I 

Flansen, Joseph. Bull Run Remembers. - National Capital Publishing Co., Washington, 
D. C., 1953. 
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