


7. Description 

C dition Check one 
-!!excellent -deteriorated unaltered - C??k. orla~nal One s~te - - good -ruins -altered -moved date 
-fair - unexposed 

N/A 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

SWl4P.Y DESCRIFTION 

W e y  stands on a gradual r i s e  of land overlooking the f ields and grazing pastures 
of northern Virginia's f ines t  hunt country. The pastoral setting i s  especially beautiful. 
The house is a well-preserved exaqle  of the Italianate style prevalent i n  Am~xica during 
the 1850s. I t s  articulated openings, low-pitch overhanging roof with brackets, long 
porches, and prcnounced details such as its sat-hexagonal bays, quoins, decorative sawn- 
, and spira l  stair distinguish the house as  one of the most notable examples of the 
style i n  the region. 

Completed in 1857 Oakley i s  a brick residence stuccoed and scored t o  reserlfile 
stone. The three-bay, T-shaped building r ises  2% stories above an English basement. 
A bracketed cornice outlines the standing-seammetal roof pierced by t a l l  decorative- 
paneled chinmeys. The roof also has a glazed cupola to  provide l ight  for  the interior  
stairwell. 

Anthemions decorate the gable ends of the building's m a i n  block and the central 
projecting pavilion. l h i s  mtif i s  repeated directly below in the shouldered surround 
of the second-story center window. The flanking s e ~ o n d - ~ t ~  windows have similar s--& 
that step up into sat-rounded heads with no anthmions. R a i n ,  shouldered s u r r m d s  
encase the f irst-f loor windows. TI-rroughout the main block the windows are casements 
divided by cross-shaped rmillions. The rear ell and additions are lit by a variety of 
casement and hung-sash windows. 

The central two-story pavilion d m h a t e s  the facade (north). The pavilion contains 
the entrance with paneled double doors and sidelights surmolrnted by a broad e l l ip t ica l  
arch. Sheltering the entrance i s  a porch wkich was a t  one time a single bay but now 
extends the length of the facade. Chamfered posts support a modillion block fr ieze and 
decorative sawn-cut balustrades on the f i r s t  and second stories.  The comers of the front 
(north) and side (east and west) elevations are  articulated by corbeled brick imitating 
rusticated quoins. 

The mst dramatic feature of Oakley is the two-level porch which wraps around the 
rear (south) e l l .  Originally rising the f u l l  two stories without interruption, the porch 
was altered in 1975 by the addition of a second floor w i t h  a decorative sawn-cut rai l ing.  
The alteration was very carefully carried out in the s p i r i t  of the original fabric. The 
attenuated chamfered posts with brackets £0- capitals exhibit s t y l i s t i c  similarities 
to the t a l l ,  slender columns a t  nearby W e l b m e ,  Loudoun County, also originally a 
Dulany family property. W e l b m e ,  l i s ted  on the Virginia Landmrks Register and the 
National Register of Historic Places, was enlarged during the mid-19th century when its 
present porch was added. A l t h q h  not identified, the same builder i s  thought to  have 
been employed a t  the two houses. 

Semi-hexagonal bays embellish the east and west elevations. These projections were 
each bu i l t  as  a single story, but the west bay was enlarged i n  1960. Pilasters separate 
the recessed round-arched window openings on each side. One- and two-story re& additions 
to  the east and south elevations were constructed during the early t o  mid-20th century. 

(See Continuation Sheet 



8. Significance 

Period 
- prehistoric 
- 1400-1499 
- 1500-1 599 
- 1600-1699 
- 1700-1799 
X 1800-1899 
- 1900- 

Areas of S igni f icancbCheck and justify below 
- archeology-prehistoric c o m m u n i t y  planning - landscape architecture- religion 
- archeology-historic C o n s e r v a t i o n  - law - science 
2 agriculture -economics - literature - sculpture 

architecture -education -military - social1 
- art -engineering -music humanitarian 
- commerce - explorationisettlement - philosophy -theater 
- communications -industry - politicsigovernrnent t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

- invention - other (specify) 

Specific dates 1857 BuilderiArchitect U- 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

smmJT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Oakley, which sits grandly amid the rolling h i l l s  of northern Virginia's scenic 
countryside, i s  a sophisticated and well-preserved q l e  of an Italianate country 
house. While generally popla r  i n  mid-19th-century America, Italianate houses are can- 
paratively ra re  i n  rural  Virginia which saw l i t t l e  building imnediately before the C i v i l  
W a r .  The picturesque romanticism expressed by the house i s  symbolic of the l i f e  style 
of its builder, Richard Henry Dulany, a country gentleman. Dulanywas founder of the 
Upperville Colt and Horse Show, the oldest horse show i n  the country and now the highlight 
of equestrian l i f e  i n  the Cannonwealth's mst prestigious hunt country. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

In 1853 Richard Henry Many ,  prcminent ci t izen and horseman of Laudoun County, 
purchased 878 acres of land just  east of Upperville i n  Fauquier County fran G.W. Carlyle 
Whiw Since the wife of the grantor i n  this transaction was a Dulany, it can be 
assumed this property had been i n  the Dulany family for some t h e .  Shortly af ter  his  
purchase, Richard H. Dulany bu i l t  the present house called Oakley 
-y. Canpleted i n  1857, the house clearly was the seat of a family of sub- 
stance; i t s  taxed value was l i s ted as  $6,000. Because of s ty l i s t i c  similarities between 
Oakley and Richard Dulany ' s Loudoun County m i o n ,  TJelbourne (NRHP 197 1) ,which was 
greatly enlarged ca. 1857, it would appear that M a n y  engaged the same craftsmen for 
both places. Ti t le  t o  Oakley was not transferred to* younger Dulany un t i l  1862. 

a 
Richard Henry Dulany is best knm as the founder of the Upperville Colt and Horse 

Show. The show grounds, located nearby, were the s i t e  of the f i r s t  recorded horse show 
in America in June of 1852. Perhaps mindful of the historic importance of the occasion, 
Dulany had traveled to  New York and engaged k. Tiffany himself to  design the si lver cup 
for the h e r .  Dulany's show was reorganized i n  1869 and has continued ever since as  
a highlight of the equestrian and social l i f e  of the Laudoun-Fauquier area. Oakley and 
i t s  surrounding f ie lds  have traditionally been the s i t e  of hunts and horse shows. Apparently 
Mr. Culany's interest  in thoroughbreds began when he found a near-frozen horse and saved 
its l i fe .  He worked for mch of his l i f e  thereafter to  %rove the care and breeding of 
f ine horses. 

A t  the time the house was bu i l t ,  the villa-type house had becone a popular £om 
i n  American domestic architecture especially for country houses. A. J. Downing in h is  
The Architecture of Country Houses (New York, 1G50) notes the following on v i l l as :  

(See Continuation Sheet 
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7. DESCRLPTION -- Architectural Analysis 

The interior roan arrangement consists of a central hall  providing access to the 
three major f irst-f loor roans. The focal point of the h a l l  is a graceful s t a i r  which 
spirals t o  the third floor. It features a heavy squared newel with carving on each face 
topped by a f i n i a l  , carved tread brackets, and a paneled spandrel. The black-and-white 
t i l e  floor i s  a recent addition. Each of the f irst-f loor roans including the hall has 
heavy molded baseboards, broad f l a t  architrave trim with a rounded backband, and vert ical  
panel doors with applied moldings. 

Sliding paneled double doors separate the ha l l  £ran the parlors to  the east and 
west. The fireplaces i n  the two roans are  s e t  into project- c h k e y  breasts and 
finished with black marble mantels canprised of s i q l e  pi lasters and a plain frieze. 
Each parlor opens into the sad-hexagonal-ended bay, the east bay finished with i t s  
original panels and applied molding below the windais. Located behind the hall i s  the 
dinitg room. The marble mantel i n  th is  roan has a round-arched opening, paneled spandrels, 
and centered cartouche. Narrow, floor-to-ceiling windows flank the mantel. 

The second-floor rooms used for bedroans are sinpler versions of the f irst-f loor 
roans. The originalwatcr s y s t a ~ ~ a s  ranoved in 1950 when the a t t i c  story was finished 
for living accmodations. Rairiwater collected i n  a lead-lined tank on this  level was 
?iped to  various roans of the house. 

The original smokehouse and an early buildirg, possibly a tenant house that now 
serves as guest quarters, stand a t  the rear of the building. The well-landscaped yard 
i s  bordered by a rubblestone wall on the west and wood r a i l  fence on the east seuaratirg 
the lawn from the f ields and pastures. The house i s  approached by a long, straight 
avenue leading £ran Route 50. Located on the property are a variety of ~llodern barns and 
tenant houses. 

8. SIGNIFICANCE -- Historical Background , 

More s t r i c t l y  speaking, what we mean by a  v i l l a ,  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  i s  
the  country house of a  person of competence o r  weal th s u f f i c i e n t  t o  bu i ld  
and maintain i t  with some t a s t e  and elegance ... The v i l l a ,  o r  country house 
proper ,  then, is t h e  most r e f ined  home i n  America --the home of i t s  most 
l e i s u r e l y  and educated c l a s s  of c i t i z e n s .  1 

IXiLany f i t  Downing's image of a person of canpetence and wealth and the picturesque style 
of Oakley became symbolic of such a l i f e  style. 

A lively diary kept by Ida Dulany, young wife of Henry Grafton Dulany, indicates 
that Oakley housed Canfederate troops during the C i v i l  \Tar. Mrs. Dulany notes that she 
watched several cavalry skirmishes £ran the balcony of her roan a t  Oakley and that the 
house was also occupied by Union 0fficers.A 1931 intenr im with Rozier Dulany, ,wandson 
of Richard Henry Dulany, revealed that Oakley had one of the ear l ies t  water systems in 

(See Contimation Sheet #2) 
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8. SIGNIFICANCE -- Historical Background 

Fauquier County. 'Ihe system consisted of a lead-lined tank in the a t t i c  which was f i l l ed  
with rainwater and then piped to  various parts of the house. 

Oakley stands i n  the beautiful hunt country of Fauquier County as  both a raninder 
of late-antebellum plantation grandeur and a symbol of the f ine horsemanship indigenous 
to  the northern Virginia area. Today Oakley i s  owned by Mrs. Archibald Cary Randolph 
who has encouraged and continued Oakley's use as  a setting for famous Virginia hunts 
and horse shows. 

'A.J. Downing, The Architecture of Country Houses (New York, 1850), pp. 257-8. 

Washington, D .C. US Department of the Interior. National Park Service. National 
Register of Historic Places Inventory. , Nanination Report, TJelboume, Loudoun 
County, Virginia, 1971. 

Pears of Anguish - Fauquier County, Virginia, 1861-1865. Campiled for the Fauquier 
County Civil T k  Centermial C d t t e e ,  1965. 

10. GECGRAPHICAI, DATA -- Verbal Boundary Description and Justification (continued) 

l ine,  p a r a l l e l i ~  a landing s t r i p  on the adjacent £am. The eastern boundary extends £ran 
the southeastern comer along a straight l ine  for 1000 feet  then easterly for 300 feet ,  then 
northerly for  1500 feet ,  then in a curve to  the west for  approximately 500 feet ,  then northerl~ 
along a s t ra ig l t  l ine  for approximately 1400 feet .  The northern boundary of the main t ract  
fo l lms  a fence l ine  for approximately 2300 feet  east to  test. The t ract  also includes a 
narrow s t r i p  of land a l q  either side of the approach road extend*, from tile main t ract  
approximately 3000 fee t  to  the fann entrance t o  U. S. Route 50. The s t r i p  i s  approxiTlately 
300 feet wide. (Fauquier County Tax Map 8, Parcels 15 and 27A) 

Born- Justification: The entire t rac t  of approximately 221 acres has been included in 
the Oakley nanination in order t o  provide a protected entrance and an a?propriately rural  
setting for the house. The house stands i n  an elevated position in the center of the tract  
with ccmpletely unobstructed views across the surrounding open fields to  the adjacent farm 
andnmmtains in the distance. The house ra ins  the center of an important equestrian 
operation and thus requires sufficient land attached t o  it t o  min ta in  i t s  integrity as a 
rural  landrrark. The s t r i p  of land including the approach road frm U. S. Route 50 has been 
included i n  order t o  maintain the view and approach t o  the house from the main entrance to  
the farm. Tne house i s  plainly evident down the approach road and forms a strikiw vis ta  
termination, No other buildings other than the historic outbuildirgs in the r!& house 
yard have been noted as be* of significance to  the ncmination. The nmrous build*s 
noted on the topographic map scattered tluough the farm are a l l  d e r n  farm b u i l d a s  o r  
tenant houses. Most of the boundaries of the property are defined by fence lines stretching 
across open pasture. 
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10. Geoara~hical Data - 
221 ac res  

Acreage of nominated property 

Quadrangle name Rectortml VA Quadrangle scale 1 : 24000 
UMT References 

Zone Easting Northing 
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Zone Easting Northing 
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Verbal boundary descr ipt ion and just i f icat ion The boundaries f o r  Oak ley  c0nf0lTl t o  those which 
currently comprise the Oakley Fann t ract  and which are recorded in the Fauquier County - Deed 
Book. For the main part o f  the t ract ,  the w e s t e r n  boundary i s  a straight l i n e  extending - 
3000 fee t  through open f i e lds .  The southern boundary extends f o r  2500 feet  along a straight 
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i 2. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
- - - 

The evaluated significance of this property within the slate is: 

-national 2 state - local 

As the desionated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 8% ~~~- ~ - -  - ~~ . 
665), 1 heregy nominate this property for inclusion in the atlonal Register and certify that i t  has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures Set forth by th$eritage Conservation and !greation Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature d d b , ~  
H. Bryan Mitchel l ,  Executive D i r e c t o r  

'&M 
title V i r g i n i a  H is tor ic  Landmarks Carmission date JUN 1 5 1982 






