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I. Name 

historic Germantown Archaeolonical Sites  

andfor common N/A 

2. Location 

street & number - 2- not lor publication 

city, town -X vicinlty 01 

state Virginia code 51 countv Fauquier code 061 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status Present Use - dlstrlct X- publlc - occupied 2 5 -  agriculture - museum 

building(8) - private 2 unoccupied - commercial - park 
- structure - both - work in progress - educational - private residence 
2 site Public Acquisition Accessible - entertalnment - religious 
- object - In process 2 yes: restricted - government - scientific 

- being considered - yes: unrestricted - industrial - transportation 
N/A - no - military - other: 

4. Owner of Pronertv 
- - - - -  -- - - 

J.  Paul Wampler, MD 
name Benjamin Wakeman 

street & number 

city, town Manassas NJ!A viclnity of state Virginia 221 10 

5. Location of Legal Descri~tion 

courthouse, registry of deeds. etc. Fauquier County Courthouse 

street & number N/A 

city, town Warrenton state Virginia 

6. Rewesentation in Existing Surveys 
Archaeological Survey, Dam 54, Cedar Run 

title Watershed has thls property been determined eleglble? - yes lL no 

date December 1981 - federal lL state - county - local 
Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission's Center for Archaeology 

deposltory tor survey records Wren Kitchen, College of William & Mary 

city, town Williamsburg ,tats Virginia 23186 

eyp94823
Text Box
Listed On:VLR     06/15/1982                       NRHP  09/16/1982    



7. Description 

Condition Chqck on* Check on* 
- excellent - deteriorated - unaltered -x original site 
-good 2L ruins - altered m o v e d  date N/A 
- talr - unexpored N/A 

Describe tho present and orisinal (it known) physical appearance 

Virginia .  Two a r  
t h e  Weaver House site, ca.  1721 t o  ca. 1924 (44FQ31); and t h e  Germantown Tavern site, 
dated ca.  1780 (44FQ32). The nominated a r e a  c o n s i s t s  of r o l l i n g  p a s t u r e  i n t e r r u p t e d  by 
smal l  f o r e s t e d  a r e a s  which d e l i n e a t e  t h e  loca t ion  of t h e  sites. Documentary research,  
conspicuous ground depress ions ,  and r e p o r t s  from observers suggest  s t r o n g l y  t h a t  o the r  
a rchaeo log ica l  f e a t u r e s  assoc ia ted  wi th  t h e  Germantown se t t l ement  a r e  p resen t  wi th in  
t h e  nominated acreage.  

BACKGROUND 

The Weaver House s i t e  (44FQ31), is s i t u a t e d  cen t ra l ly .  on a one-acre wooded kno l l  
wi th  a l a r g e  p a s t u r e  150 yards south of Licking Run. The s i t e ' s  p r i n c i p a l  a rchaeo log ica l  
f e a t u r e  is a c e l l a r  h o l e  measuring 15' x 25' which is four  f e e t  deep. Twenty-five f e e t  
nor theas t  of t h e  c e l l a r  ho le  is  a well ,  f i v e  f e e t  i n  diameter,  with-a dressed-stone l i n i n g .  
A s c a t t e r i n g  of bu i ld ing  s tone  rubble approximately twenty f e e t  square  i n  a r e a  and one 
t o  two f e e t  h igh l i e s  immediately e a s t  of t h e  c e l l a r  hole.  Within t h i s  rubble ,  s e v e r a l  
bu i ld ing  hardware i t e m s ,  including wrought-iron hinges and n a i l s ,  were observed. 

The Weaver House, b u i l t  i n  1721 and demolished i n  1924, was of oak frame con- 
s t r u c t i o n  w i t h  clay-nogged i n t e r i o r  wal ls .  Henry I. Hutton, who viewed t h e  house p r i o r  
t o  its d e s t r u c t i o n ,  recorded i ts  appearance and a r c h i t e c t u r a l  composition: 

The o r i g i n a l  house was a two s t o r y  frame building-16 f e e t  by 26 f e e t  i n  
p lan,  t h e  lower f l o o r  being divided by-a  p a r t i t i o n  i n t o  two rooms under 
one of which was a c e l l a r  conta ining a sp r ing  of water. The sil ls of 
t h e  house were of hewn oak 10 and one-half inches by 9 inches ,  mort ised 
a t  t h e  ends and secured by 1 inch oak pins .  The studding cons i s ted  of 
4 inch  by 7 inch oak, mortised and pinned t o  t h e  si l ls  and p l a t e s ,  and 
dressed and beaded a t  t h e  door and window opening t o  s e r v e  a s  frames. 
The house was weatherboarded ou t s ide  with boards of h e a r t  yellow poplar  
10 inches  by 1 inch r a b i i t e d  and l a i d  f l a t  wi th  3 /8  inch bead. The 
w a l l s  i n s i d e  were made by p l a s t e r i n g  a composition of small  s tones  i n  
r e d  c l a y  and s t raw mortar between t h e  studding,  t h e  su r face  being 
t rowlled smooth and whitewashed. The r a f t e r s  were 4 inch by 7 inch 
oak and t h e  f l o o r  w a s  l a i d  wi th  10 inch by 1 inch dressed boards n a i l e d  
down wi th  handmade 20d n a i l s .  At t h e  nor th  end of t h e  house t h e r e  w a s  
a chlmney 10 and one-half f e e t  wide, wi th  two f i r e p l a c e s ,  s i d e  by s i d e ,  
on t h e  f i rs t  f l o o r ,  and one on t h e  second; another chimney a t  t h e  
sou th  end was 8 and one-half f e e t  wide wi th  one f i r e p l a c e  on t h e  f i r s t  
f l o o r  and one on t h e  second; t h e  entrance door was on t h e  west s i d e  
under t h e  eaves wi th  a p ro jec t ion  of t h e  w a l l  of t h e  house t o  one 
s i d e  of it which t h e r e  was a p o r t  h o l e  overlooking t h e  door. Wings 
10 f e e t  by 26 f e e t  were l a t e r  added t o  each s i d e  of t h e  house,  t h e  whole 
being covered by a sh ing le  roof running from t h e  eaves of t h e  wings 
t o  t h e  peak of t h e  o r i g i n a l  roof .  A l l  hardware, n a i l s ,  hinges,  and 
latches were of hand wrought iron. 1 

(See Continuation Sheet f 1) 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significanco-Check and justify below 
- prehlstorlc - archcalogy-prehirtorlc - community planning - landscape a r c h i t e c t u r e  nllglon 
- 1400-1499 archeoiogy-hlstorlc - conservation - law - science 
- 15-1 599 - ag!lculturs - economics - llbrature - rculptum - 160+1699 - architecture - education - military - socloll 
Z- 1700-1799 - art - engineering - muslc humanitarian 
L 1800-1899 A commerce exploratlon/settlement - philosophy - theater 
1~ 1900- 1924 - communlcatlonr - Industry polltlcs/government . transportation 

- lnventlon - other (rpeclty) 

Specific dates 17 19- 22 ; demolished BuliderlArchitect Tilman Weaver 
r m n  r 
l Y L 4  

Statement of Slgnlflcance [in on0 pangraph) 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Weaver House site (44FQ31) and t h e  adjacent  Germantown Tavern s i te  (44FQ32) i n  
Fauquier County con ta in  the  only i den t i f i ed  archaeological  remains of Germantown, t he  
second se t t l ement  made by Gennan immigrants brought t o  Vi rg in ia  by Lt .  Gov. Alexander 
Spotswood i n  1714. A s  t he  e a r l i e s t  known Geman domestic site i n  Vi rg in ia  a s  w e l l  a s  
t h e  e a r l i e s t  h i s t o r i c a l  archaeological  s i t e  ye t  i den t i f i ed  i n  Fauquier County, t he  ca. 

. 1721 house site, t oge the r  wi th  t he  remains of t he  ca. 1780 tavern,  may yieLd i n f o m a t i o n  
capable of revea l ing  t h e  evolving domestic l i f e  of an h i g r a n t  e t h n i c  group i n  a region 
of Vi rg in ia  i n  which comparatively little s c i e n t i f i c  archaeological  research has  been 
done. Archaeological  excavation of the  Germantawn sites should a l s o  augment d a t a  der ived 
from r e l a t e d  e a r l y  18th-century archaeological  a i t e s  i n  Orange and Spotsylvanfa counties:  
Gennanaa (440R3; NRHP 1978), where the  immigrants f i r s t  s e t t l e d  upon t h e i r  a r r i v a l  i n  
Vi rg in ia ;  and t h e  Tuba1 Iron Furnace Sita(44SP12; nominated t o  NRHP 1982), where German- 
town s e t t l e r s  had earlier labored a s  indentured servants  f o r  Spotswood, mining and re- 
f i n i n g  i r o n  o r e  on h i s  holdings on the  Upper Rappahannock River. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

In  1714 Lt. Gov. Alexander Spotswood, by spec i a l  a c t  of the  General ~ s s e m b l y ,  contracted t o  
have t h r ee  groups of Germans brought t o  Virginia  t o  provide t he  labor  and techn ica l  exper t -  
i s e  required t o  produce i r on  from ore  present  on h i s  holdings on t he  Upper Rappahannock 
River. Among t h e  f i r s t  pa r ty  of German co lon is te ,  mechanics from the  Nassau-Siegen d i s t r i c t  
i n  Westphalia, was Tilman Weaver, bu i lder  of the  ca. 1721 Weaver House (44FQ32). He tes -  
t i f i e d  i n  a ca. 1760 cou r t  deposi t ion t h a t  he and h i e  mother, Anne, landed wi th  o the r  
Gennan co lon i s t s  a t  Tappahannock, Virginia,  on Apr i l  28, 1714, and t raveled inland t o  
Spotswood's proper ty  on t he  Rapidan River, a se t t lement  which s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r  became 
known as Germanna. 

The s e t t l e r s  a t  Germanna became d i s s a t i s f i e d  with  t h e  treatment accorded them by Spotswood, 
and i n  1718 twelve fami l ies  acquired a warrant f o r  over 1,805 ac res  located about twelve 
miles  nor th  of Germanna, near  t h e  present  town of Midland, Virginia.  The land pa t en t  f o r  
the  Germantown t r a c t  was issued by the  Northern Neck Propr ie ta ry  on August 22, 1721. 

The heads of t h e  o r i g i n a l  twelve Germantown fami l ies  were John Henry Hoffman, Hennan Fieh- 
back, and Jacob Holtzclaw, t r u s t e e s  f o r  the  t r a c t ;  Milchert  Brumback, Joseph Cuntz, Henry 
Haeger, Pe t e r  H i t t  , John Kemper, Joseph Martin (Merdten) , John Spillman, Jacob Rectur, 
and T i l m a n  Weaver (Dilman Weber). Several  secondary sources a l l ege  t h a t  forty-two people 
from the  celony a t  Germanna r e s e t t l e d  i n  Germantown between 1718 and 1722. Because most 
of t he  s e t t l e r s  had contracted seven-year-term indentures t o  Spotswood upon t h e i r  a r r i v a l  
in Virginia ,  i t  is believed t h a t  se t t lement  a t  Gemantown conrmenced ca.  1721-1722. 

(See Continuation Sheet #2) 



9. Major Bibliographical ~eferences (see Continuation :, 
Dixon, Margaret, and Vann, Elizabeth.  Virginia '  s F i r s t  German Colony. Richmond, ' I  
Fauquier County W i l l  Book ,1 (1795) ; Deed Book 54 ( 1852). 
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10. 'egographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 32 ac r e s  

Quadrangle name Midland, Va. 

UMT References 

Quadrangle scale 240'd' 

Zone Eastlng Northing Zone Eastlng Northing 

state n/a code county . n / a  code 

state n/a code county n/a  code I 
1 1 . Form Prepared By t 
nameftltle Virg in ia  H i s to r i c  Landmarks Commission S t a f f  I 
organlzatlon Virg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks  omm mission date ' June 1982 

. . 
street & number 221 Governor S t r e e t  telephone (804) 786-3144 

citv or town Richmond ' Virg in ia  23219 
-- - - 

12. State ~istoric~reservation Officer Certification t 
J 

The evaluated signltlcance of thls property within the state is: 
X - natlonal . - state - local 

As the deslgnated State Hlstorlc Presew 
665), 1 hereby nominate this property for 
according to the criterla and procedures 

. State Hlstorlc Preservation Officer signature 

t H. Bryan Mi tche l l ,  Executive ~ 1 7 e c t o r -  
title Virg in ia   is tor ic Landmarks Commission date JUN 1 5 1982 
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7. DESCRIPTION -1- Background 

The Weaver House s i t e  has not been s i gn i f i c an t l y  dis turbed s i n c e  i t s  demolit ion,  and 
its a rchaeo log ica l  remains a r e  believed t o  be fn t ac t .  

The Weaver House s i t e  a l s o  includes a cemetery located approximately 100 f e e t  
nor theas t  of t h e  c e l l a r  hole.  The cemetery contains  f i v e  marked graves,  wi th  t h e  
e a r l i e s t  da t i ng  t o  1848. From north t o  south the  tombstone i n sc r i p t i ons  read: 
Mrs. Adelaide L. Halle,  Ju ly  13, 1866; Mrs. Ann Fowke, February I ( ? ) ,  18 ( 9 8 ? ) ;  Mrs. 
Sarah W.  Weaver, February 9, 1848; Fannie Weaver, June 10, 1909; and E l l a  Harrison 
Fowke, September 6, 1916. A l o c a l  r e s i den t  who v i s i t e d  the  Weaver House s i t e  f i v e  
years  ago repor ted t h e  presence of a r t i f a c t u a l  mate r ia l  wi thin  t he  f loodpla in  t o  the  
nor theas t  of t h e  house s i t e ,  where add i t i ona l  s t r uc tu r e s  may have been located.  

The Germantown Tavern s i t e  (44FQ32), is  located approximately 200 yards  t o  t h e  
northwest of t h e  Weaver House s i t e  and 50 f e e t  west of county rou te  602. A 15' x 25' 
r ec tangula r  depress ion,  over la in  by undiagnostic b r i ck  deb r i s  and s ca t t e r ed  fragments 
of 20th-century a spha l t  sh ing les ,  is believed t o  be the  t avern ' s  c e l l a r .  The tavern 
s i t e  was t e s t ed  by a VHLC archaeologis t  i n  1981, a t  which time t he  Weaver House and 
Germantown Tavern s i t e s  were l i s t e d  i n  the  s t a t e ' s  o f f i c i a l  inventory of archaeological  
s i t e s .  

An a rchaeo log ica l  t e s t  trench was placed wi th in  t he  projected nor th  wa l l  of t he  
poss ib le  c e l l a r .  A r t i f a c t u a l  remains, including b o t t l e  g l a s s  and hand-painted pearl-  
ware, t e n t a t i v e l y  i n d i c a t e  t ha t  t he  site was occupied from the  1780s throughout t h e  
19th century.  The t e s t i n g  suggested t h a t  the  foundation w a l l  was removed dur ing t h e  
l a t e  19th century and t h a t  t he r e  was no subsequent dis turbance of t h e  t avern ' s  archae- 
o log i ca l  remains. 

Two a d d i t i o n a l  depressions,  measuring 15 f e e t  and 20 f e e t  i n  diameter,  r espec t ive ly ,  
l i e  50 f e e t  and 100 f e e t  nor th  of t h e  tavern s i t e .  These f ea tu r e s ,  which have been 
t e n t a t i v e l y  i d e n t i f i e d  as a wel l  and icehouse, have not been tes ted  archaeological ly .  

~ H . c .  Groome, Fauquier During t he  Propr ie torship ,  A Chronicle of t h e  Colonization .- 

and Organization of a Northern Neck County (Baltimore: Regional Publ ishing Co., 1969). 
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8. SIGNIFICANCE -- His to r i ca l  Background 

The Germantown grant  was approximately 2% miles long and 1% miles wide and was b i -  
sected b~ Licking Run. Although the  precise  boundaries of the  Gennantown t r a c t  a r e  not 

The d i s t r i b u t i o n  of land among the  Germantown s e t t l e r s  is unknown. Apparently, the 
grant  was divided i n t o  s t r i p s  of 100 t o  150 acres ,  f o r  which each of the  twelve family 
heads drew lo t s .  T i t l e  t o  the  land gran t  was held by the t ru s t ee s ,  who gave long-term 
leases  with provis ions f o r  eventual ownership by the families.  A t  l e a s t  100 acres  were s e t  
a s ide  a s  a glebe t o  be given t o  any minis ter  wi l l ing  t o  s e t t l e  wifhin the Germantown com- 
munity. 

Moravian missionaries  from Pennsylvania v i s i t e d  Germantown on severa l  occasions. 
One such missionary, Matthias Gottschalk, who stayed b r i e f l y  i n  Gennantown i n  March 1748, 
gave t h i s  descr ip t ion  of  the sett lement:  

It is l i k e  a v i l l a g e  i n  Getma i n  which the  houses a r e  f a r  apar t .  I t  is 
s i t ua t ed  along a l i t t l e  creek . They a r e  from Siegen 
d i s t r i c t  and a r e  a l l  Reformed people. \ 

. The have a s  t h e i r  Reader 
t he  old M r .  Holzklo who receives annually from each farpily t h i r t y  pounds 
of tobacco a s  sa la ry .  A church and a school a re  there.  

. . 

Gottschalk gave an account of a sett lement near the " L i t t l e  Fork" a s  wel l :  

- - 

Twelve fami l ies  of the ~ i e g e n  d i s t r i c t  l i v e  close togeth'ar.. .John Henry  offm man 
a l so  l i v e s  there. .  .they b u i l t  a small ,  neat and su i t ab l e  c3urch and engaged one 
of t h e i r  number; John Jung to '  be. the  Reader i n  the church. 

Gottschalk appears t o  be describing two d i s t i n t  sett lements.  Whether t h i s  second 
set t lement  represents  a d i s t i n c t  sett lement c l u s t e r  within the grant  bu t  separa te  from 
what i s  considered Germantown o r  whether it l i e s  outs ide the g r a n t ' s  bounds is not c l ea r .  
Both set t lements  a r e  described a s  composed of immigrants from Siegen i n  Germany, a s  were . 
the o r i g i n a l  s e t t l e r s  of the Germantown grant.  It should be noted t h a t  both Holzklo 
(Holtzclaw) and John Henry Hoffman were two of the  three t ru s t ee s  of the o r i g i n a l  German- 
town grant .  

One of t he  f i r s t  Germantown s e t t l e r e ,  Tilman Weaver, constructed a home on pa r t  of 
the  o r i g i n a l  land gran t  ca. 1721, a residence t h a t  w a s  occu#d by h i s  descendants u n t i l  
1924. Weaver family descendants eventually acquired property within the ea s t e rn  half  of  
the  Germant- t r a c t .  A p l a t  map drawn i n  1852 shows the Joseph Weaver e s t a t e  a s  con- 
s i s t i n g  of over 880 acres  within the former Germantown land patent.  Within h i s  boundaries 
a r e  several  s t ruc tu re s ,  including a so-called "mansion" (44FQ31) and the tavern (44FQ32). 

(see Continuation Sheet #3) 
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8. SIGNIFICANCE -- His to r i c a l  Background 

Another l a r g e  por t ion  of the  o r i g i n a l  t r a c t  passed t o  a Jeremiah Darnel l ,  a son- 
in-law of t r u s t e e  Jacob Holtzclaw. Darnel1 acquired 700 acres  of t he  Germantown t r a c t  

Darne l l ' s  w i l l ,  dated Apri l  10, 1795, conveyed t o  h i s  daughter,  
Caty Darnell, "all my land it being p a r t  of 
the  land whereon I now live!.and tavern with f i v e  ac res  of i t  i n  s ch manner as t o  
include a l l  t he  houses and gardin and jo in  Co lo l l  Randolph's line."' This c o n s t i t u t e s  the  
e a r l i e s t  documentary reference t o  t he  Germantown Tavern. Archaeological t e s t i n g  suggests  
t h a t  t h e  tavern may have been present  by t he  1780s. 

A t r a v e l e r ' s  account wr i t t en  i n  1817 mentions the  publ ic  house i n  Germantowq and 
Fauquier County h i s t o r i a n  Eugene Scheel s tates t h a t  t he  Germantown Tavern and Post Off ice 
was i n  operat ion between 1822 and 1842. By 1852 the  Germantown Tavern, apparent ly  s t i l l  
standing, was owned by Joseph Weaver, who s p l i t  the  tavern property from h i s  main e s t a t e  
and gave it t o  h i s  daughter, Fannie. When t he  property was so ld  i n  1910, upon Fannie 
Weaver's death ,  t he  land t ransac t ion  d id  not  mention t he  tavern,  suggesting it was  no 
longer s tanding on t he  property.  

Northeast  of t h e  Weaver House s i t e  is a cemetery containing f i v e  marked graves .  
The e a r l i e s t  of these  da t e s  t o  1848. 

HF 

' ~ i l l i a m  J. Hinke, ed. 'Moravian Diar ies  of Travels through Virginia." Virginia  
Magaztne of History and Biography Vol. X I ,  No. 3 (1901). 

'1bid. 
3 .  

Fauquier County W i l l  Book 1, Apri l  10, 1795. 
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