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Bremo P l a n t a t i o n  conta ins  n e a r l y  a  dozen s t r u c t u r e s  of  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
i n t e r e s t  and s igh i f i cance .  Chief among these  i s  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  r e s idence ,  
Upper Bremo, a  f ive - sec t ion  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  i n  t h e  Pa l l ad ian  s t y l e  
popular ized i n  t h e  a r e a  by Thomas Je f f e r son .  The c e n t r a l  hlock o f  the  
h o u s e ' i s  two s t o r i e s  on t h e  enltrahcel ~ c a d e  and one s t o r y  on an English 
basement on t h e  r i v e r  f r o n t .  The hbuse was o r i g i n a l l y  cbvered by a  f l a t  
roof  of  r i d g e  and v a l l e y  cons t ruc t ion  used s o  f requent ly  by M r .  Je f ferson  
A s  t h i s  type o f  roof  leaked badly,  it was replaced wi th  t h e  present  hippe 
roof  by General John Hartwell  Cocke not  many years  a f t e r  the  house was 
completed. Upper Bremo ~ o n t a i n s  many o t h e r  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f ea tu res  s o  
o f t e n  a s soc ia t ed  w i t h  J e f f e r s o n ' s  work, e s p e c i a l l y  wi th  the  use  of t h e  
Tuscan prder  i n  t h e  p o r t i c o ,  l ogg ia ,  and s i d e  porches, the  Chinese l a t t i c  
r a i l i n g s  on t h e  esp lanades ,  and t h e  changes of ground l e v e l  from one s ide 
of t h e  comlex t o  t h e  o the r .  The i n t e r i o r  of Bremo a l s o  e x h i b i t s  many 
J e f f e r s o n i a n  f e a t u r e s  such a s  t h e  very  h i s h  c e i l i n g s  t n  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  
rooms, bed a l coves ,  narrow s t a i r c a s e s ,  u p s t a i r s  rooms wi th  low c e i l i n g s ,  
and a  generous use  of f u l l  e n t a b l a t u r e s  and pedimented doorways i n  the 
p r i n c i p a l  rooms. The oak g ra in ing  k u n d  on t h e  woodwork of a l l  the  
p r i n c i p a l  rooms except t h e  p a r l o r  i s  thought t o  be t h e  o r i g i n a l  f i n i s h .  

Altered 1x1 Unalt.r.d 

Upper Bremo has  been wi th  remarkably few changes and i s  
c u r r e n t l y  undergoing a  long-term renovat ion.  Even the  o r i g i n a l  benches 
i n  the  schoolroom i n  one of t h e  end pav i l ions  remain. The outbui ld ings  
j u s t  t o  the  e a s t  of  the  e a s t  end p a v i l i o n  a l s o  surv ive  i n  a  good s t a t e  of 
r e p a i r .  

O M O V . ~  & Oripinol Sit. 

Other s t r u c t u r e s  loca ted  on t h e  Upper Bremo t r a c t  include t h e  massive 
and unusual s tone  barn  wi th  i t s  %scan por t iuo ,  b r i c k  dness ings ,  and 
c e n t r a l  cupola. Adjacent t o  t h e  ba rn  i s  t h e  s tone and b r i c k  milk house 
w i t h  i t s  high hipped roof and c e n t r a l  pediment, and the  l a r g e  s t a b l e  
which a l s o  f e a t u r e s  t h e  s tone  and b r i c k  cons t ruc t ion  of t h e  bu i ld ings  
a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  General Cocke. 

D E S C R I B E  T H E  P R E S E N T  A N D  O R I G I N A L  ( I I h o l u n )  P H Y S I C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  

Southeast  of  t h e  house a t  t h e  foot  of  t h e  b l u f f  i s  t h e  Temperance 
monument, a  s tone  Greek Doric p e v i l i o n  d i - s t y l e  i n  a n t i s .  Although the  
monument has  been moved from i t s  o r i g i n a l  l oca t ion  on t h e  James River 
and Kanawha Canal, t h e  s e t t i n g  has  been c a r e f u l l y  reproduced; t h e  monument. 
now overlooks a  long b a s i n  near  t h e  oppos i te  end of which i s  t h e  l a r g e  
pi tcher-shaped i r o n  u rn  through which poured water  from t h e  spr ing .  

Other bu i ld ings  connected wi th  Upper Bremo a r e  t h e  two r a r e  p i s e  s l a  
q u a r t e r s  comstructed under t h e  supervis ion  of General Cocke and t h e  board 
and b a t t e n  s l ave  chapel.  1 

'lho o t h e r  groups of  b u i l d i n g s ,  Bremeo Recess and Lower Bremo make up 
t h e  remainder of  the Bremo H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t .  Bremo Recess, o r i g i n a l l y  
cons t ruc ted  i n  ca .  1803-1809 was enlarged and redesigned ca. 1844 i n  t h e  
Jacobean s t y l e  about t h e  same time t h a t  Lower Bmmo was being b u i l t .  B r e  1 
Recess,  according t o  General Cocke was "copied from . . . The wel l  remembgred 
p ld  ~jik chimney bouse i n  Williamsbuffg, once the  proper ty  of t h e  Cus t i s  

ami y and Bacon s Cas t l e  i n  Surry. Bremo Recess i s  curpiform i n  plan 
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General John Hartwell Cocke (1780-1866), no te  P a n t e r ,  s o l d i e r  and I 

General Cocke f i r s t  moved from h i s  home i n  Surry County t o  h i s  property 
i n  Fluvanna County about 1803. He named h i s  proper ty  i n  Fluvanna i n  honor 
of  t h e  o l d  Cocke family home i n  Henrico County. While Upper Bremo, t h e  
main r e s i d e n c e , w a s  being b u i l t ,  General Cocke and h i s  family made t h e i r  
home a t  Bremo Recess,  a small  frame house which Cocke s u b s t a n t i a l l y  r e b u i l t  
i n  i t s  p re sen t  Jacobean form c i r c a  1844. 

1 reformer,  was a man of g r e a t  importance in.ante-bel ium Virg in ia .  A graduat  

m 
( of t h e  College of William and Mary (1794-99), Cocke spent  h i s  l i f e  i n  t h e  
1 var ious  reform movements of  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  of t h e  19 th  century.  During 

Z I t h e  War of 18i2 he en tered  t h e  army a s  a cap ta in  and wi th in  18 months had 
0 1 emerged a s  a b r i g a d i e r  genera l .  Af t e r  t h e  war he s e t t l e d  i n t o  h i s  r o u t i n e  - I 

1 of managing h i s  ex tens ive  land holdings i n  Fluvanna County and i n  f u r t h e r i  

About t h e  same time General Cocke enlarged  Bremo Recess, he a l s o  sub- 
s t a n t i a l l y  r e b u i l t  another  small house on the  proper ty ,  Lower Bremo, adding 
t o  i t  Jacobean embellishments s i m i l a r  t o  those on Bremo Recess. Lower Bremc 
was r e b u i l t  f o r  General ~ o c k e ' s  son Cary, but  Cocke made i t  h i s  own 
res idence  f o r  t h e  l a s t  1 2  yea r s  of h i s  l i f e .  I n  1918-1919 t h e  i n t e r i o r  o f  
t h e  house was completely remodeled. 

I- 
U 

3 

K 
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For t h e  des ign  o f  Upper Bremo, Cocke sought t h e  advice of both f r i e n d s  

and p ro fes s iona l s  amon whom were Thomas J e f f e r s o n  and a Richmond a r c h i t e c t  
named Conneley. h i l e  t h e  r e s u l t i n g  mansion con ta ins  many of t h e  a rch i t ec -  

h i s  reform goa l s .  He advanced many revo lu t iona ry  a g r i c u l t u r a l  i deas  and 
v igorous ly  a t t acked  t h e  p r a c t i c e  of making tobacco t h e  main crop of  
He was equa l ly  outspoken o n t h e  sub jec t  of  s l a v e r y  and served as s e n i o r  
v i ce -p res iden t  of  t h e  American Colonizat ion Socie ty  from i t s  c r e a t i o n  i n  
1819 u n t i l  h i s  death.  He was a leading  temperance l eade r  of the  per iod ,  
aerving a s  p re s iden t  o f  t h e  American Temperance Union i n  1836. A s t rong  
b e l i e v e r  i n  pub l i c  educat ion ,  Cocke not  only supported Mr. Jefferson i n  t h e  

1 t u r a l  forms and devices  found i n  M r .  Jefferson 'w work, t h e  f i n a l  a r c h i t e c t  

z formation of  t h e  Univers i ty  of V i rg in i a  bu t  was a l s o  a member of t h e  Board 
- o f  V i s i t o r s  f o r  33 yelars from 1819 u n t i l  1852. It has been s t a t e d  t h a t  

benevolence, and a l e r t n e s s  t o  c i v i c  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  The causes which he 

Cocke "without being e i t h e r  a p r i g  o r  a Pur i t an ,  . . .was a zealous 
w I y e t  even those who impugned h i s  p r i n c i p l e s  admired h i s  s i n c e r i t y ,  c a t h o l i c  
W 

v, 1 supported i n d i c a t e  him t o  have been one of  t h e  most remarkable 
8 o f  h i s  genera t ion  i n  power of  f o r e s i g h t ,  a pioneer of modern s o c i a l  
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7 .  Description': (1') Bremo' Recess, and' lower Brel~io (Bremo Historic Dist.) 

with curvi l inear  end gables, a d  diagonally,set  chimney @tacks. The cen t r a l  
section of the front elevation has an encmlosed entrance porch with three 
pointed arch bays. Above, i n  the decorated gable i s  an enclosed room. The 
in t e r io r  of Bremo Recess, perhaps remaining from the f i r s t  early-19th century 
house i s  neo-classical  i n  s ty l e .  The principal feature i s  a t r i p l e  arched 
"screen" dividing the wid, cen t ra l  ha l l .  The two side arches have so l id ,  
paneled doors, the center arch has a removeable panel tha t  can be taken 
down in  the summer. A l l  three arches have semi-circular glazed transoms and 
painted t o  resemble marble. 

Bremo Recess has several notable outbuildings including-a brick and ston 
guest house with a steep gable roof and parapet gable ends, a l so  a long low 
stone s tab le ,  barn, carriage house with three two-story pavilions. 

Lower Brerno b u i l t  ba. 1844 also i n  the Jacobsean s t y l e  i s  a long two-sto 
house of br ick and stone with a H-shaped plan. It i s  believed that  i t  i s  an 
enlargement of a much smaller "hunting lodge" erected i n  the mid-18th centur 
In 1918-1919, the i n t e r io r  of Lower Bremo was completely remodeled and the 
cen t ra l  section of the houne, o r ig ina l ly  two levels ,  was made into  one large 
space with a s t a i r  and balcony along two sides.  Lower Bremo also re ta ins  
a massive stone and timber barn erected ca. 1840. 
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8.  S igni f icance:  (1) Bremo Recess,  and Lower Bremo (Bremo H i s t o r i c  D i s t  

was a c t u a l l y  John Neilson,  a master carpenter  who had worked f o r  M r .  J e f f e r s  
a t  Monticel lo.  It was Neilson who i n t e r p r e s t e d  a l l  of  t h e  ideas  and sketche 
rece ived  o r  drawn by Cocke and who gave the  house i t s  f i n a l  appearance. 
Completed i n  1820, Upper Bremo has been descr ibed  by Fiske Kimball a s  t h e  
most nea r ly  p e r f e c t  "of a l l  the  houses i n  the  J e f f e r s o n i a n  t r a d i t i o n . "  I 

Bremo H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  I 
Bremo H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t ,  Fluvanna County, Virg in ia  c o n s i s t s  of t h r e e  

p l a n t a t i o n  house groupings and t h e i r  outbui ld ings  and dependencies a l l  b u i l t  
on Bremo P l a n t a t i o n  by General John Hartwell Cocke (1780-1866) between 1803 
and 1845. The f i r s t  t o  be cons t ruc ted  was Bremo Recess (1803-1809); t h e  
second and most important of  t h e  t h r e e ,  Upper Bremo, was completed i n  1820; 
t h e  l a s t  was Lower Bremo b u i l t  ca .  1844 a t  t h e  same time Bremo Recess was 
ex tens ive ly  remodeled. 

Upper Bremo i s  designed i n  the p a l l a d i a n  Roman Revival S t y l e  made popular 
by Thomas Je f f e r son .  The man who designed Upper Bremo was John Nielson a 
master ca rpen te r  who had worked at  Monticel lo.  Upper Bremo has been 
descr ibed  by Fiske Kimball a s  t h e  most nea r ly  p e r f e c t  of a l l  t h e  houses i n  
t h e  J e f f e r s o n i a n  Tradi t ion .  Also a t  Upper Bremo i s  t h e  l a rge  s tone barn 
which i s  undoubtedly the  f i n e s t  neo-classFcal  barn  i n  the  United S t a t e s .  

Bremo Recess and Lower Bremo achieved t h e i r  present  e x t e r i o r  form ca.  
1844 and on both  r a r e  examples of Jacobean Revival a r c h i t e c t u r e .  

The e n t i r e  group o f  houses and farm bu i ld ings  a t  Bremo taken together  
form one of t h e  most remarkable c o l l e c t i o n s  of ear ly-19th  century  s t rue t r r r e  
i n  the  country. Not only  do they  possess  outs tanding  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  i n t e r e s  
but  having always remained i n  t h e  possession of  t h e  family t h a t  b u i l t  them 
they  present  an undisturbed and remarkably we l l  preserved s o c i a l  document 
of  ea r ly -19 th  century  America. 

Bremo H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  proper ty  descr ip t ion:  I 
Southern Boundary: running along t h e  no r th  bank of  the  James River from 
John H. Cocke Memorial Bridge t o  t h e  mouth of  Bremo Creek. 
West Boundary: running approximately .65 mi les  along Bremo Creek (East  For 

from t h e  James River.  
East  Boundary: running approximately . 8  mi l e s  along U.S. Route 15 from 

James River 
North Boundary: begfinning approxina te ly  .8  miles up U.S. Route 15 from 

James River following nor thern  boundary of Bremo Recess proper ty ,  a s  
recorded,  i n  a s t r a i g h t  l i n e  t o  i n t e r s e c t i o n  wi th  Bremo Creek ( e a s t  fork) 

9 .  References: (1J 
Hodson, P e t e r ,  "The Design and Building of Bremo, 1815-1820," (MA t h e s i s  

(Univers i ty  of  V i rg in i a ,  1967. 
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