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OEscnloE THE P R C S E N T  A N D  O R I G I N A L  ( 1 1  known) P H I s l C A L  A P P E A R h N C E  

The complex of c o u r t  b u i l d i n g s  f o r  Fluvanna County i s  loca ted  i n  t h e  middle 
of the  smal l  v i l l a g e  o f  Palmyra. The p r i n c i p a l  b u i l d i n g ,  t h e  c o u r t  house, 
s t a n d s  a t  t h e  top of  a  s t e e p  k n o l l  overlooking a  smal l  square  con ta in ing  a  
monument t o  t h e  Confederate  s o l d i e r s  of Fluvanna County. The c u r t  house 
is  i n  the  form of  a  t e t r a s t y l e  Roman Doric temple and is f i v e  bays deep. A 
v a r i c t y  of  m a t e r i a l s  was used f o r  t h e  c x t e r i o r  f a b r i c  of t h e  bu i ld ing :  
b r i c k  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond f o r  t h e  w a l l s ;  s tucco  f o r  the  columns and 
p i l a s t e r s ;  s tone  f o r  the  column and p i l a s t e r  c a p s , s t e p s ,  water  t a b l e ,  
window s i l l s ,  keystones and l i n t e l s ;  a n i  wood f o r  t h e  pediment, e n t a b l a t u r e  
shu t t eks  and s a s h .  The s tone  l i n t e l  ove r  the  main en t r ance  is insc r ibed :  
"THE MAXIM HELD SACRED BY EVERY FREE PEOPLE OBEY THE LAWS." The l i n t e l  
over  t h e  west  en t r ance  i s  i n s c r i b e d  w i t h  t h e  d a t e  1830. The two l e v e l s  of  
windows on e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  bu i ld ing  a r e  sepa ra t ed  by p i l a s t e r s ,  wh i l e  
r e a r  e l e v a t i o n  i s  composed of  t h r e e  s c d - c i r c u l a r  a rched  windows a l s o  
sepa ra t ed  by p i l a s t e r s .  The c e n t r a l  window of  t h e  r e a r  e l e v a t i o n  i s  f a l s e ,  
and i s  covered over  by s h u t t e r s .  On t h e  whole, t h e  e x t e r i o r  of  the  c o u r t  
house i s  w e l l  preserved .  

The i n t e r i o r  of the  c o u r t  house i s  a l s o  remarkably unchanged from i t s  
o r i g i n a l  form, and,  indeed,  i s  one of t h e  few V i r g i n i a  c o u r t  houses of  i t s  

~ r i o d  t o  s u r v i v e  i n  such cond i t ion .  The on ly  major change is t h e  l o s s  of 
the  o r i g i n a l  s e a t i n g ,  The o r i g i n a l  heavy b a l u s t r a d e  around t h e  judges 
bench, j u ry  box, and c l e r k ' s  desk s u r v i v e s ,  as does t h a t  s e p a r a t i n g  the  
c o u r t  from t h e  audience.  The b a l u s t r a d e s  f o r  the '  two s t a i r c a s e s  a r e  of a  
more d e l i c a t e  des ign  than  t h e  others .hl though they a l s o  a r e  o r i g i n a l ,  
The. ' s t a i r c a s e s  are ,'unusual in- t?hat.~both b,reak f o r  .a l anding  .abo,ut am?. - t h i r d  
of t h e  way up,  and a r e  o u t f i t t e d  w i t h  l e c t e r n s  s o  t h a t  they  may se rve  as 
wi tness  s t a n d s .  1.2.t' the.rtop 0 6  tiie s t a i r s  is a g a l l e r y ,  l e a d b g o n  t o  which 
i s  t h e  jury  room and t h e  judge ' s  chamber. 
: I : ; : , . ; ,  , : ..,k , 

On t h e  west  s i d e  of t h e  c o u r t  house is a smal l  lawyer 's  o f f i c e  of the  same 
.<pe r iod  of  t h e  c o u r t  house. The south  gable  of  t h e  ,o . f f ice  con ta ins  a  

Pa l l ad ian  a r c h  motif s i m i l a r  t o  those  i n  t h e  end p a v i l i o n s  of  Bremo and i n  
t h e  gable  of t h e  F o r k  Union B a p t i s t  Church. The sma l l  b r i c k  b u i l d i n g  on 
t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of  the  c o u r t  house is now used a s  t h e  Fluvanna County l i b r a r y  
Behind t h e  c o u r t  house a r e  o t h e r  county b u i l d i n g s ,  i nc lud ing  a  modern c l e r k  
o f f i c e .  On t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of t h e  square  before  t h e  c o u r t  house i s  t h e  s tone  
j a i l  house, now the  county museum. B u i l t  by John W. Hughes, t h i s  i n t e r e s t i  
s t r u c t u r e ,  w i t h  i t s  b r i c k  pa rape t  gable  ends ,  c e n t r a l  p a v i l i o n ,  and b r i c k  
hound's t oo th  c o r n i c e ,  i s  ve ry  s i m i l a r  i n  s t y l e  t o  s e v e r a l  of t h e  farm 
bu i ld ings  a t  Bremo, a l s o  b u i l t  by Hughes. 



I 
l~ccord in ; :  to  Joseph Mar t in ' s  Gaze t t ee r  of V i r a i n i a  f o r  1835, t h e  " th r iv ing"  

o f  ..,~.,,yra :'.. - c o n s i s t e d  o f :  "14 dwel l ing  houses,  1 methodist  :louse 
! o f  worship,  1 mercan t i l e  s t o r e ,  1 ' t a v e r n ,  1 merchant, g r i s t  and saw m i l l ,  1 

1 woolen f a c t o r y ,  2 s a d d l e r s ,  2 t a i l o r s ,  1 boot  and shoe f a c t o r y ,  1 tznyard ,  
1 c a b i n e t  maker, and severaL c a r p e n t e r s  and coopers ,"  i n a d d i t i o n  to  the  

I newly b u i l t  county bu i ld ings  and a f i n e  br idge  a c r o s s  the  Rivanna. 
, , , ,  , 
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. E:e;SIFiCANCE . . .  - 

I n  r e fe rence  :n l n r c r  Greek Revival s t r u c t u r e s ,  Fluvanna Court House appearsi 
archi tecturn; :y . : ; ve ,  but  i t s  dv::i;n convey:; "e esecs* of i~o;:.:sty 2nd 

/ ; ,ersonal a t t e n t i o n  t!irii.ent i n  a l l  ti.;? :;u;.ld.'i;:;s ~ s s o c i a t c G  w :  '~'., '' - 
- 

r.L.. bcL,&<.I2.& 
I 

Cocke. The c o u r t  housc, s tone  j a i l ,  2 x 1  fit;.?;' county biii:di.ni;s combine 
t o  form one of t h e  most p i c tu resque  a:-d ~ir.s!?o;led of \ ' i rg in ia i : ;  e a r l y  

county-sea t  complexes. ' The s i m ; > l f  Doric t e m p l e ,  s e t  on the edge of i x  j t e e p  
cot ir t  bu i id ings  and b a c k ~ - ; r o ~ i l i  of roil:,:.: ;;ills 

,,e tilC' " ';,c:-;>,.,(,i~sl of  ...,..... ' .  rcoved 'i'ai.i,ni i:;a,,: in  ti; <,>;:TL ti;.: see- ..I_, . . __ ......_..I_______ _ .-.. . . . . . .  
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have a s a t i s f a c t o r y  permanent county sc::.: . I n  the z p r i z g  o f  1628, Ll~c I 
ques t ion  of a l o c a t i o n  f o r  the  coilzt I.:,.. .ga in  br0i~;;iit i:?. ScntimenL bms i 
s t r o n g  f o r  and a~n5n::c removing .::;I<: - , I  . .: bu i ld ings  t o  tei:lher W;iming:on I 
o r  Palmyra, o r  r d p a i r i n g  :rnd ei~:.:r; . . :  ..:.I existic;:  Ezc: . i i t ies  on the  su:iC?i j 
s i d e  nE the  Rivanna icivcr. Two r.~Ee;::.c .: w c r ~  necessary  before  the 
p;t;tis;iis of  Palnyra were v i c t : - i o u s .  ';:~e f i r s t  pt ibl ic  b u i l d i n g  pu t  up i n  1 
thi: n c , - ,  c e n t r a l l y  loca ted ,  co;l;;:y sea;. uas  the  s tone  j a i l ,  complete6 i n  
1529. i h e  j a i l  house was b u i l t  by John G .  Hughes, ; stoneawson,and is 
markedly s i m i l a r  i n  s t y l e  t o  s e v e r a l  of the  farm bu i ld ings  liughes had 

i 
I 
I 

b u i l t  f o r  Generai Coclce a t  Bremo. 

General. John Hartwcll  Cocke se:ved a s  one of  t h e  f i v e  sl-.ecial commissioners 1 
, - i 

who .I,:;* : r e d  :,lans f o r  both j a i l  and c o u r t  house. Aiti1oi:~h t h e  p r e c i s e  i 
degree I:,, v;;icii he inf luenced the  f i n a l  appearance of tlie c o u r t  complex i s  I 
uncc'rtaj.n, t r a l i i t i o n .  u t t r i b i ~ t e s  to .  him primary .respor;s.ibLlity .for . the design '  
of  the  c o u r t  house. P a r t  of the  c o n s t r u c t i o n  work on t h e  c o u r t  bu i lu ing  I 

w  nay ha'vc been done by Cocke's slaves:w.ha w e r e : t r a i n e d . a r t i s a n s ,  and. t h e  I I 
I 

LLI ' r e l c t i o n s h i p  between the  new j a i l  and t h e  Sremo ou tbu i ld ings  is c e r t a i a .  I 
m I-.. Const ruc t ion  of the  former bu i ld ing  w a s  superv ised  by t n e  Reverend Wniker 

~ l m b r r l z k e ,  a Methodist preacher ,  who supe;-vised t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of many 
b u i l d i n g  and engineer ing  works i n  t h e  county. The c o u r t  house was,:,con?.leted 

I 
i n  1831, and has  been i n  coritinuous use t o  t h e p r e s e n t  day w i t h  p r a c t i c a l l y  
no a l t e r a t i o n s  i n  thc  o r i f ; i na l  f a b r i c .  
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A s  t h e  designated State Lieicon Officer for the N s -  

tional Historic Preservation A c t  of 1966 (Public L a w  

89-665). I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

TitleVirginia H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commi 

Keeper of T h e  N s l i q a l  Regisler 

. . 
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I hereby certify that this property is included i n  the 

Register' 

i n  the National Register end cerit iy t h a t  i t  h a s  been 

evaluated according to the criteria end proce&res set 
forth by  the National Park Servite. T H ~  recommended 

level of significance of this ncmina t i i n  is: 

National State B Local 
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