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Sectian 6 ,  Cu t Wctians (mtinued) 
~gr icu l tu re / subs i s tm~/agr iCU1t~  outbuilding (contributing) 
Agricultm/subsisten~3e/agn m l t m  outbuilding (contributing) 
m e r q / m t a r ~  (contributing) 

Sec t ion  7 ,  NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 
S u m m a w  - - - 
T h e  Burwel l - t io i land H o u s e ,  located in Frankl in  C o u n t y , ,  w a s  built  in 1798 a s  a h o m e  for 
C o l .  Lewis  Burwel l .  o r ig ina l ly  of Mecklenburg  County  a n d  t h e  J a m e s  River  plantation of 
"Kingsmil l" .  I t  is located o n  a knoll  a t  t h e  base  of J a c k ' s  M o u n t a i n ,  o n e  mi le  f rom S t .  R t .  40 
and  Rt.  673. O n c e  par t  of a 3 , 0 0 0  ac re  tobacco  planta t ion,  t h e  n o m i n a t e d  parcel r emains  a 
work ing  tobacco  and  da i ry  f a r m  in  the  rural  c o m m u n i t y  of G l a d e  W i l l .  T h e  or iginal  two-s tory 
four - room Federal s t y l e  brick sec t ion  of t h e  dwel l ing is 4 6  f t .  l o n g  a n d  21  f t .  wide  with gable  
roof .  Architectural  in f luences  o f  Burwel l ' s  f r i end  T h o m a s  Jefferson a r e  evident  in splayed 
inter ior  windows  and  ou t s ide  s t a i r s .  A 20th century one-s to ry  f i v e - r o o m  f r a m e  addition n ras  
added  t o  the  back o f  t h e  brick res idence  in 1976 .  Eight  s e c o n d a r y  s t ruc tu res  located within 
the  proposed boundar ies  d a t e  f r o m  the 18th t o  20th  cen tu r ies  a n d  a r e  used f o r  s torage and 
recreat ion,  including a sadd leno tched  log blacksmith  s h o p  a n d  sadd leno tched  log and chink 
smokehouse / s to rehouse  both da t ing  f r o m  the  ear ly  1800 ' s .  O n e  of t h e  oldest  exis t ing 
res idences  in Frankl in  C o u n t y ,  the  Burwel l -Hol land H o u s e  i s  p resen t ly  surrounded by fenced 
pasture  and f a r m  land ,  s w i m m i n g  poo l ,  tennis  cour ts ,  a n d  t h e  H o l l a n d  fami ly  cemeta ry .  

Genera l  Descr ipt ion 
During the  200-year  l i f e span  o n  t h e  H o u s e ,  m e m b e r s  o f  C o l .  B u r w e l l ' s  f a m i l y  owned  the 
3 , 0 0 0  ac re  plantation a n d  o c c u p i e d  the  h o m e  until 1850.  w h e n  t h e  h o u s e  and  a portion of 
the  plantation were  s o l d  in a t rus tee  sa le  to  T h o m a s  J .  Hol land  of F rank l in  C o .  Five 
genera t ions  of Hol lands .  f r o m  1 8 5 0  t o  t o d a y ,  have  cont inual ly  l ived i n  the  house  and 
mainta ined the  tobacco  p lan ta t ion i fa rm.  In  1976  the  1798-era  s e c t i o n  of the  res idence was 
fa i thful ly  restored t o  t h e  m o d e s t  c o m m o d i o u s  s tyle  o f  a l a t e  18th  c e n t u r y  Blue  Ridge 
f ront ier  p lanta t ion.  T h e  or iginal  f loor  plan has  never been a l tered.  S t i l l  evident  a re  the  
or iginal  s tone  founda t ion ,  brick cen te r  suppor t  wa l l ,  wood  panel w a i n s c o t i n g ,  doors  and  
f r a m e s ,  gable  e n d  inter ior  c h i m n e y s ,  f i replaces  with mante lp ieces  a n d  carved wood 
sur rounds .  sol id  wood  b e a m s ,  s ta i rcases .  and  exter ior  brick wa i l s .  

T h e  basic  e l e m e n t s  of t h e  house  a s  it ex i s t s  today a re  essen t i a l ly  the  s a m e  a s  in 1798 when 
it w a s  built of br icks  m a d e  o n  t h e  plantation probably by  s l aves .  L e f t o v e r  brick f r o m  the 
B ~ ~ r w e l l - H o l l a n d  H o u s e  w a s  used t o  construct  the  Bethel P r imi t ive  Bap t i s t  Church ,  c .  182.1. 
located approx imate ly  4 m i l e s  a w a y .  T h e  house has  a ful l  b a s e m e n t ,  t w o  living f loors ,  a 
fu l l  a t t i c ,  and a wood sh ing led  g a b l e  roof .  T h e  symmet r ica l  f acade  of the  rectangular 
bui lding is  balanced wi th  four  n ine -on-n ine  windows  on t h e  f i rs t  f l o o r .  f i rs t  f loor  double  
d o o r s  with a four- l ight  t r ansom in the  center  of the  f ront  f a c a d e ,  a n d  f i v e  s ix-on-s ix  
windows  on the  s e c o n d  f loor .    he foundat ion wal ls  a re  s t o n e  be low g r a d e ,  brick above .  
T h e  full basement  is  d iv ided  i n t o  t w o  a reas  by a center  brick wal l  w h i c h  ex tends  upward to  
the  a t t ic .  T h e  inter ior  f i r s t  a n d  second  f loors  a re  designed iden t i ca l ly  with o n e  room on 
each  s ide  of a center  ha l l .  A w i d e  s ta i r  runs  f r o m  basement  t o  att ic.  T h e  gab le  e n d s  o f  the  
house  have  interior c h i m n e y s  t o  a c c o m m o d a t e  f i replaces  in  all f o u r  r o o m s .  A modern 
addi t ion to  the  first  f l o o r  w a s  a d d e d  on the  back of the  house  i n  1 9 7 6 .  T h e  addition now 
inc ludes  a modern  k i t chen .  ha l f -ba th .  f a m i l y  room and ful l  bath .  T h e r e  is a full  basement 
under  the  addi t ion.  
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G r o u n d s  a n d  Outbu i ld ings  

T h e  Burwel l -Hol land house  is s i tuated o n  a knoll  a t  t h e  b a s e  of Jack ' s  Mounta in .  . 2  mile  
off County  Highway  673 a n d  o n e  mi le  sou th  of S t .  R t .  40. T h e  house  faces  wes t .  and  is 
surrounded by 2 6  ac res  ca rved  f r o m  the  or iginal  Burwel l  p lanta t ion of approx imate ly  3 . 0 0 0  
ac res .  Sur rounding  the  Burwel l -Hol land tract  i s  t h e  Hol land  f a m i l y  f a r m  and da i ry .  
T o b a c c o  has  been the  major  cash c r o p  f o r  th i s  p lan ta t ion l fa rm s i n c e  t h e  mid-1790 's .  

T h e  current  approach  t o  t h e  res idence is f r o m  t h e  nor th  v ia  a .2  mi le  wind ing  fenced  and  
paved d r i v e w a y ,  p resen t ing  a s ide  view of the  house .  Loca ted  be tween  the  road and the  
house  a re  large ha rdwood  t rees  and  natural  area  which  a d j o i n s  a Hol land  f a m i l y  c e m e t a r y .  
(See list ing of c e m e t a r y  headstones  at  t h e  e n d  of t h i s  sec t ion  o n  con t inua t ion  sheet) 
T e n n i s  cour t s  a n d  n u m e r o u s  f lower  beds  in a natural  se t t ing  c o m p l e t e  t h e  vis ta .  

Approx imate ly  half -way between the  road a n d  the  house  t o  t h e  left  i s  a log outbui iding with  
a gab le  r o o f .  T h e  cen te r  sect ion of th is  ea r ly  1800 ' s  s t ruc tu re  w a s  bu i l t  o f  unchinked logs  
and used a s  a corn c r ib .  A t  a later da te  s h e d  roofed w i n g s  w e r e  a t t ached  on e i ther  s ide  and 
enclosed f o r - u s e  a s  f a r m  e q u i p m e n t  s to rage .  

Running in f ron t  of the  house  is  a dirt  f a r m  road which  passes  th rough  wooded ac reage  t o  
nearby cul t ivated f i e lds  a n d  pasture .  

At the  e n d  of t h e  d r iveway  t h e  house e m e r g e s  in a c lea r ing ,  s u r r o u n d e d  by grass  l awns  t o  
the  f ront  a n d  s i d e s  a n d  pas tu re  t o  the  rear .  Sou th  of t h e  house  i s  a s w i m m i n g  pool and  
restored ea r ly  20 th  cen tu ry  two-story V-notch log cab in  (no t  or iginal  t o  the  p roper ty ) ,  
enc losed  by chain  l ink f e n c i n g  and f lower  beds .  T h e  cab in  is used a s  a pool house and 
guest quar te r s .  Board  f e n c i n g  d iv ides  the  res idence g r o u n d s  f r o m  s u r r o u n d i n g  pasture  t o  
the  rear and  s i d e s  of t h e  house .  

Four  bui ldings  at the  rea r  (eas t )  of the  house  support  m o d e r n  fa rm l i f e .  A smal l  one-s tory 
sadd leno tched  log  a n d  chi-pk blacksmith  s h o p  (c .  1800)  h a s  been renova ted  ins ide .  leaving a 
dirt  f loor ,  and bark-covered  hardwood logs .  A rebui l t  s t o n e  hearth a n d  ant ique tools  a re  
displayed.  A c o n t e m p o r a r y  a l u m i n u m  bui lding with c e m e n t  f loor  and o f f i c e  is  used f o r  
s torage and  recreat ion.  Approx imate ly  45 f t .  f rom t h e  h o u s e  a re  r e m a i n d e r s  o f  the  or iginal  
plantation kitchen which  had been built of h a n d m a d e  b r ick .  T h e  c o m p o s i t e  c h i m n e y  still 
s t ands  outs ide  at  t h e  back of a beam and f r a m e  wooden  s t ruc tu re  now used  a s  a ga rage  ( c .  
1925 1 .  T h e  back in te r io r  wal l  of the  ga rage  i s  the  res to red  kitchen hear th  and  f i replace  
rebuilt  with the  or iginal  h a n d m a d e  brick a n d  iron pot h a n g e r .  T h e  b r ick  f i replace  measures  
65" wide  by 50"  h igh  t o  a l o g  beam in the  brick c h i m n e y .  T h e  f i r e p l a c e  cook ing  area  with 
iron pot c rane  m e a s u r e s  3 9 " w  x 36"h x 25" deep .  T h e  o r ig ina l  s t o n e  f o u n d a t i o n  remains .  
Another  one-s to ry  log-and-chink bui lding with a gab le  roof  a n d  sadd le  no tches  comple te  the  
list of ou tbu i ld ings  neares t  t h e  house.  

Other  con t r ibu t ing  ou tbu i ld ings  include a 19th cen tu ry  post  and  b e a m  barn and a 19th 
centurv wood f r a m e  corn c r i b  built  on shor t  s tone  pi l lars .  
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D e s c r i p t i o n  ( c o n t i n u e d )  

T h e  IJouse -- - - 

T h e  original section of the house was built  in 1798. Renovations and an addition were 
completed in 1976. The  house has a lways  been a residence, owned and lived in by 
Burwells o r  Hollands. With the except ion of the years 1967-1975, it has  been continuously 
occupied.  

T h e  200-year old rectangular Federal s ty le  brick residence built for  Col .  Lewis Burwell 
exis ts  today with a one-story modern (1976) f rame addition added to the back of  the 
original structure. A wood shake shingle  roof with boxed cornices was  put on the two-story 
s t ructure in 1986: a tin shed roof covers  the  addition. T h e  first f loor  facade has two double 
hung nine-over-nine sash windows (replaced in 1976) on each s ide of the  center entrance of  
double French doors.  which feature a splayed jack arch over  them. T h e  original solid wood 
six-panel front doors were recycled (1 976)  for  the basement apartment .  A small  gable  roof 
porch,  rebuilt in 1986 on a brick s toop with 5 s teps leading directly t o  a brick walk and the 
lawn,  has wooden hand rails and pickets a t tached t o  the brick on ei ther  s ide  of the front 
en t ry .  Wood posts support  the porch roof .  All windows have black louvered vinyl 
shut ters ,  which were added in 1976 to replace deteriorating fixtures.  

T h e  south gable  end wall of the house i s  marked where lightening s truck.  

At opposi te  corners of the north and south gable  ends of the house a re  wood f rame doors 
leading to each first floor room.  Although these doors are  5'4" f rom the ground,  no 
evidence remains of original exterior s ta irs  to  the doors o r  indications for  their original 
intended use. Each gable end wall of the house has a chimney jutting above  the roof and 
two double hung sash windows at the  third floor attic level ,  the only windows on the end 
walls .  

On the south end of the original two-story brick sect ion,  a small  wood framelvinyl siding 
dependancy covers the original basement  entrance.  This  enclosed a rea ,  added i n  1976,  is 
currently used as  a mudroom and for  s torage.  Renovations revealed a brick relieving arch 
over  the entrance to  the basement .  

Mid-1900's  Holland Family photos indicate overgrown plants near the home 's  front door  
which were  replaced with young boxwoods when a brick walkway to t h e  front  porch was  
added in 1978.  Three ventilated ground level  windows in front and back walls  of the  
foundat ion are  evenly spaced.  New windows were installed during renovat ion.  

The  rear of the house faces Jack 's  Mountain t o  the  east .  T h e  back wall of the original 
brick sect ion has four  s ix-over-s i i  vinyl double  hung windows in the second  s tory.  T h e  
one-story addition (1976) attached t o  the rear  wall has  a modern brick basement  accessed by 
a ground-level door on the south s ide .  Entrance to  the first f loor  addition is reached via 
wood stairs  on the south o r  east s ides  of a wide  wood unpainted deck supported by posts.  
A s ing le  door  in the center of the addi t ion 's  rear wall provides entry t o  a large fami ly  
room.  half-bath. and adjoining kitchen. T o  the left of the rear outside entrance door are  
two double  hung windows: a new chimney and  double hung window f lank  the right s ide.  
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~ e s c r i p t i o n  ( c o n t i n u e d )  

Another door on the south end  permits  entrance t o  the  kitchen. The area below the deck ,  
open and landscaped, adjoins  a driveway area. T h e  south end  of the addition has a double 
hung sash window left of the  kitchen door. 

During the mid-190Qts,  the basement  was used a s  living quarters  for James  Holland and 
wife ,  and the upstairs served a s  living quarters for  a brother John and wife .  Three  It-lolland 
brothers farmed the estate .  

In a nearby field, evidence remains in the gray ash-colored soil  of a brick kiln, although no 
excavation has been undertaken to research the site.  Holland Famiiy history marks this area 
a s  the location of the making of the brick used for  the house and outbuildings. An African- 
American family in the neighborhood,  with the surname of Holland. c laims through oral 
family history that a sti l l  was  also located in this area.  

The  Burwel I-Woiland House  original foundation and full  basement  is divided into two rooms 
by a 14" thick wall built  f rom the s a m e  brick a s  the exter ior  walls.  Local s tone was used 
for the first 40" of the foundat ion.  Handmade brick completes  the 18" thick basement 
walls.  Parts of the or iginal  s tone foundation have been covered with wood paneling on 2x4 
stud framing.  A cement  f loor  was poured in 1976 to  cover  a dirt  and wood f loor .  Ceiling 
height measures 7'2". On the  south end of the basement  wall i s  a fireplace original to  the 
house. The  f i replace measures  9 '  wide with a 20"  deep firebox. Currently the opening 
measures 4' wide. 32" high: a 9 ' x l  l "x9"  oak beam incorporated into the brick wall above 
the hearth is placed 47"  f rom the f loor .  A 3 'x9 '  hearth built  f r om large natural s tones was  
added in 1976. T o  the left of the f i replace is the original doorway half below grade leading 
t o  the outside. Current ly the  door  measures 6'6"x36" in a wall 18" thick.  Above ground. 
handmade brick wails  measure  14" thick. In front and rear  foundation walls are  three 
3 l "x22"  windows just above  ground level .  

On the north wall of the  basement  the chimney has been left  exposed ,  with stepped brick 
above the s tone foundat ion.  Mort ise  and tenon bark-covered logs hold beams into wood 
structural supports.  Contemporary  renovations covered the s tone  with concrete to  
accommodate  the installation of a bath and bedroom. T h e  basement  apartment currently 
has electric for heating and cooking,  with plumbing for  the kitchen and  bath. Cupboards 
and closets have been added .  

The  basement ceiling has original oak posts and beams.  T h e  5"x7"x17'8" beams in the 
ceiling support 1- 1/2"x6" pine tongue and groove overhead for  the f i rs t  f loor  f looring.  A n  
open 10'4" oak s taircase at tached t o  the center wall.  with 11  t reads 10" deep x 34" wide. 
leads to  the first f loor .  T h e  t reads are mounted in handcut grooves in  the stringer,  with 
occasional mortise and tenon .  At  the top  of  the s taircase i s  a 1" thick plain wooden 6-panel 
door  measuring 5'4"h x 31"w.  with handwrought iron hinges,  rosehead nails and latch. 

In the brick wall dividing the  basement are  two doorways,  one  at the foo t  of the stairs a l ~ d  
one  under the stairs.  Double  hardwood doors cut down t o  measure 45"x74" exhibit  w o o d ~ 1 1  
pegs holding panels and t r im ,  and original keyhole hardware. T h e  paneled doors  were 
originally the first  f loor  main  entry doors.  
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D e s c r i p t i o n  ( con t i nued )  
The  first and second floor interiors of the original two-story brick section have identical 
floor plans -- an open staircase in the center  of the house going f rom basement to  attic.  a 
2Itx10'  center  hall with a room on either s ide.  o n e  larger than the other .  French double 
doors  are  used at the  front entrance. Opposi te  the front  entry,  at t he  end  of the center hall ,  
French double doors  provide access  t o  the new addition. This  passageway was originally 
the rear exi t .  

T h e  14" thick brick supporting wall dissecting the house anchors t he  central staircase. Bare 
brick in the basement ,  the wall on the first  and second f loors  i s  covered with lath and 
plaster above  19" high solid wood panel wainscot ing above  the beaded baseboard. First 
floor ceilings a re  10 f t .  Entry to  the basement  f rom the  center hall is under the enclosed 
first f loor  stairs.  T h e  10 f t ,  long staircase bannister appears  to  have been replaced in the 
past.  Three  square  f la t  ballisters per tread holding a plain handrail of hardwood are  held in 
place with wooden pegs; square wrought nails hold twelve treads 12"x46" each.  However ,  
I tal ianate scrol lwork decorates the board s t r inger .  

Running the length of the center hall walls i s  a beaded wood chair rail 31" f rom the f loor  
above solid wainscot  panels and a high wooden beaded baseboard. All doors  are  f ramed 
with identical wood t r im.  

Entry t o  the larger of the f i r s t - f loor  rooms o n  the  right of the central hall is through a large 
uneven 6 panel molded wood door 76"h x 41"w. Wood pegs in the cornice above the door  
f rame can be s een ;  the iron rim lock and brass knob are  thought to  be  original.  T h e  owners  
presently use this room as  a formal  dining room.  Solid wood wainscot panels 12"x14" l ine 
the walls  below a chair rail 46" f rom the f loor .  A large fireplace is f ramed by a wood 
mantel 65"h x 73"w carved in the Federal s ty le  with good fret  work. T h e  f re t  carving on 
the f i replace surround matches the  carved wood trim over  an archway to the left  of the 
fireplace. 

All rooms in the  house have working f i replaces and each supports a unique carved wood 
mantelpiece and f r ame .  Prior to  the 1976 renovat ion,  the  downstairs rooms were 
wallpapered: woodwork was painted. T h e  house had been minimally electrified in the late 
1940's .  

T o  the right o f  t he  fireplace is a press which has  been enclosed by a wall flush with the 
ch imney.  In the press  are  shelves and on the exter ior  wall i s  a door 73"h x 39"w. Family 
history holds this t o  be a wine closet.  Owners  speculate  that originally the door led t o  a n  
outs ide s tair  f o r  unseen access by domest ic  help. T o  the left of the f i replace an arch 99" 
from the f loor  has  been f ramed in wood carved with the s a m e  fluted fret  design a s  the 
mantel.  The  inset created besi#e the fireplace to  the left  i s  large enough to accommodate  a 
large s ideboard,  which has its own interesting history. Unique t o  this  room are the 
windows on the front  (west) wall.  Encased in splayed jambs running f rom the  f loor  to  the 
top of the  window f r ame ,  the two windows measure  65"h x 28"w. The nine-on-nine 
windows are  46" f rom the f loor ,  with flat s i l ls .  T h e  rear wall 's  original identical windows 
have been converted t o  a doorway to the new addition and the other br icked over  to  
accommodate  a passthrough to the new kitchen. This  back wall ,  the original rear exterior 
wal l ,  measures  a t  least 13" thick. 
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~ e s c r i p t i o n  ( c o n t i n u e d )  
T h e  other room on the first  floor of the old section (now used as  the master  bedroom) is 
entered f rom under the center hall s ta ircase through a plain six-panel hardwood door with 
wood pegs and iron door  lock. T h e  room's  north wall was  made  flush with the chimney to 
create  closets on either s ide of the fireplace. A wood mantel 23" high,  and carved f r a m e  
with a fluted pillar design.  surrounds the  fireplace. Although the two windows on the front 
s ide  of the house are  identical in s ize  t o  those of the other first  floor room,  the splayed 
window jambs f r ame  only the windows and d o  not extend t o  the f loor .  On the wall which 
was originally the rear of the house,  t he  original window openings have been converted to  
bookshelves and a doorway to a bathroom in the modern addition. 

Only two rooms in the contemporary addition are  accessed through the first  floor center hall 
french doors: a fami ly  room (with powder room) and kitchen. T h e  kitchen ceiling was 
constructed with exposed solid oak beams taken f rom another antique structure. The  rear 
brick wall o f  the original Burwell-Holland house has been left exposed in both rooms.  
Walnut panel wainscoting above the baseboard has been continued in the family room.  A 
large brick fireplace, with gas  inser t ,  is faced with old brick on the east wall.  

T h e  two second floor rooms,  now used as  bedrooms,  are  reached by the central staircase in 
the old section. There  are  twelve s teps  f rom the first floor t o  a large landing,  and five 
s teps t o  the second floor center hall (10 feet wide) .  A double hung sash window is i n  the 
center of the west (front) wall . (The s taircase proceeds seven additional s teps  to  a ful l  
a t t ic  which has been closed o f f ,  but i s  accessed through a door  at the top stair s tep . )  
Cei l ing height in these rooms i s  8'10". Each room has a f i replace,  two windows on the 
front  and rear walls. and enclosed presses on either s ides  of the differently carved wood 
mantels and surrounds. 

T h e  f i replace in the south room is larger than the fireplace on the first  f loor  directly below. 
?'he windows are framed with the s a m e  splayed jamb design used on the  f i rs t  f loor .  Walls  
are  plaster over lath over  br ick,  with beaded wood chair rail and baseboard,  A picture rail 
has  been mounted on the plaster-over-brick chimney wall. Electrical out lets  on the floors 
were added in 1976. There  is one  door  leading to this room f rom the center hall .  

I n  the north room,  dentii molding placed just below a chair rail surrounds the room,  but no 
picture rail remains Walls  are  plaster over  lath over brick. T h e  f i replace wall is flush 
with a closet on the right;  a c o m m o d e  and vanity sink have been installed in the enclosed 
closet space  to  the left .  This  wood f i replace f r ame  i s  more  elaborately carved than any 
other  in the house, using an egg  and dart frieze. The  room's  two windows on front and on 
rear wal ls  are  double hung sash with conventional jambs and s i l ls .  Electrical outlets were 
installed in 1976. 

I 

I n  the attic under the modern plywood sheathing and shake roof,  oak  and chestnut planks 
used for  what is thought t o  have been the  original roof can be seen between solid wood 
beams and trusses. Several types of wrought  nails left f rom various roof applications 
testify t o  many roofs on this old house.  

Riven lath under crumbling plaster is seen on the wall which supports  the attic floor a s  
you c l imb the stairs.  Mortise and tenon construction was used for the  bannister which still 
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Description (continued) 

has s imple carved newel posts.  I-Iardwood flooring with iron wrought nails has been left 
intact through the centuries.  From attic floor to  the roof peak is 11'2". A double hung 
sash window f lanks  each s ide  of the shoulders  o n  the ch imneys  on each gable end.  Heavy 
post f raming for a wall partition has been left  unfinished. 

HEADSTONES 
HOLLAND F A M I L Y  C E M E T E R Y  

EIolland, W ill iam Anthony 
b. Mar.  28, 1843 d .  Jan.  17 ,  1935 
(Co. K ,  10 th  Va. Cav.  C.S.A.) 

Itioliand, Fannie Lucinda (wi fe  of  W .  A .  Holland) 
b. Nov. 28 ,  1845 d .  Oct .  11 ,  1905 

Holland, Benjamin T h o m a s  
b. May 21.  1869 d .  Aug.  21 ,  1955 

Holland, Julia Fannie Mattox (wife of B. T.  Holland) 
b. June 21 ,  1876 d .  Oct .  26 ,  1948 

Holland, John Wil l iam 
b. Mar.  2 ,  1871 d .  Oct .  1 8 ,  1951 

Holland,  Mamie  Julia Mattox (wife  of J .  W .  Holland) 
b. May 17, 1888 d .  Sept .  29 ,  1970 

(marker  in place but s h e  was buried nearby in Mattox Fami ly  Cemetery.  Her niece,  
who cared for her ,  refused to  bring her home to husband) 

f iol land,  James  Anthony 
b. Aug.  5, 1873  d .  Mar .  24, 1955 

Holland, Mary (Moll ie)  Parker Dudley (wife  of J .A.  Holland)  
b. May 6 ,  1877 d .  June  3 ,  1957 

l lol land,  Floyd Smi th  
b. May 13. 1917 d .  Oct .  9 ,  1987 

Brown,  infant son of  W .  C .  and Sallie Kate Brooks 
b. Feb.  9 ,  1935 d .  Feb .  10 ,  '1935 

(nephew of  Floyd Holland 's  wife  Effie) 
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8, S T A T E M E N T  O F  S IGNIFICANCE 

S u m m a r y  

T h e  Burwell-Holland House  was built in 1798  on  the burgeoning front ier  of Virginia 's  
Blue Ridge a t  a t ime  when the region w a s  being carved into count ies  fo r  political 
governance and  commerc ia l  enhancement .  During th i s  period two-story houses  were 
s ta tements  of prosperity.  As  one  of the  oldest  remain ing  residences in the county .  the  
Burwell-Holland House is  o n e  of only a handful  of substantial  brick residential  dwell ings 
remain ing  in the area which represent f ront ier  plantations. In  this  case .  qual i fying under  
Criterion C .  the Burwell-Holland House  i s  an  exis t ing example  of the  type of dwell ing 
built by large Tidewater  plantation owners  dur ing  westward expansion of land grant 
holdings fol lowing the Revoluntary War.  A s  with many speculat ive Eastern plantation 
owne r s ,  the Burwells  found  "farming" in the  Blue  Ridge an economic  chal lenge.  Unable  
t o  pay deb ts ,  the  Burwell  fami ly ' s  es ta te  w a s  so ld  in 1850 t o  a long-t ime county resident 
who  understood the task.  Thomas  J .  Holland'. T h e  house and surrounding fa rm remain in 
the Holland fami ly  today.  

Under Criterion C, the  Burwell-Holland House ,  built  f rom bricks made  by s laves  on the 
plantat ion,  exem.plifies the austere  but funct ional  center  hall design house  typical in the 
rural sou th .  Original br ickwork,  wood work ,  inter ior  layout  and s t ructural  design have 
been unchanged.  Spec i f ic  period architectural inf luences have been retained.  such a s  
T h o m a s  Jefferson 's  favori te  splayed windows .  Bui l t  t o  resemble the Burwell  family 
plantation h o m e  "Kingsmil l"  on the J a m e s  River ,  there  a r e  no  other  houses  in  the area like 
the Burwell-Holland House.  

However .  it i s  under Criterion I3 that the  Burwell-Holland House is mos t  significant a s  the 
h o m e  of Wil l iam Armistead Burwell (1780-  1821)  during his  service as a member  of  the  
Virginia General  Assembly (1804- 1806 ) ,  as  the  first  Congressman f rom Franklin County .  
Va.  ( 1  806-182  1) and a s  personal secretary (1804-1806)  to  President T h o m a s  Je f fe rson .  
Burwell a lso was  appointed a Trustee by the Virginia  General Assembly  (1804)  to  
supervise  the establ ishment  of the town of Mount  Pleasant ,  which became  Rocky M o i ~ n t ,  
the county ' s  courthouse seat .  As a substant ia l  landholder  and s lave o w n e r ,  Uurweli was  
one  of the  mos t  important  planter-polit icians f rom Virginia 's  Piedmont  and was  a 
s ignif icant  part of the  Virginia Dynasty of Amer ican  political l ife before  1830.  

Narrative-Historical Background 

Wil l iam Armistead Burwell was a decendent of an important  T idewater  Virginia fami ly  o f  
soldiers .  plantation owners  and builders.  His  great  grandfather  was  Lewi s  Burwell 111 
(1 702-  1744)  builder of Kingsmill  plantation near  W i l l iamsburg.  Through  land grants and 
purchases ,  succeed ing  Burwell  fami ly  member s  (Lewis  IV and his nephew Col .  Lewis  
Burwell)  es tabl ished plantations westward in to  Mecklenburg  and Franklin Counties .  

Wil l iam moved  to  Franklin County in 1802 to  l ive with his  guardian C o i .  Lewis  Burwell ,  
and eventual ly  inherited that es ta te .  Wi l l i am's  on ly  son ,  William McCreery  Burwell ,  
would cont inue  the  f ami ly  tradition and build Avene l ,  in Bedford Coun ty ,  a National 
Register I-listoric Property.  
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S l g n i f  icance ( c o n t i n u e d )  

Col .  Lewis Burwell (1745-1800) served in the Revoluntary War  at Yorktown and had 
settled in MecklenburgiLunenburg County ,  along with other relatives. In  1780 he became 
guardian t o  William Armistead Burwell ,  the infant son of Col .  Lewis'  f i rs t  cousin and 
neighbor. In 1790 Col .  Burwell began purchasing tracts of land in Franklin County.  
eventually owning about 3.000 acres .  I t  i s  conceivable that the Burwells were made  
aware  of the Blue Ridge Piedmont  by Wil l iam Byrd I1 of Mecklenburg.  Byrd,  a neighbor 
in Mecklenburg of  Wil l iam Armistead 's  grandfather,  was one  of the  official surveyors  of 
the Virginia Commission o f  1728  which fixed the boundary between Virginia and North 
Carol ina.  Also, the fami ly ' s  c lose fr iend Thomas  Jefferson had inherited land at Poplar 
Forest,  45  miles to  the east  of the Burwell  Franklin County property. Jefferson had been 
romantically involved with Wil l iam's  father 's  cousin Rebecca,  and had been a classmate of 
Wil l iam's  uncle at William & Mary.  Jefferson's most trusted servant  and head of the 
Monticel lo  house help was  named "Burwell." 

In 1798,  a substantial two-story brick manse  was built on Col .  Burwell ' s  Franklin County 
plantation located between Jacks Mountain and Glade Creek in the east central portion of 
that county ,  within a mi le  of the main route of travel fr0.m the county seat  t o  Lynchburg 
and Danvil le ,  major tobacco markets .  

A t  the age  of 2 2 ,  William Armistead Burwell moved from his  home in Mecklenburg 
County to  Franklin County in 1802.  Col .  Lewis Burwell died in 1800.  It  is suspected 
that Wil l iam lived in his guardian 's  Franklin County plantation home.  However ,  will 
books show 'that it was no t  until 1804  that William Armistead Burwell inherited the land 
owned by Col .  Lewis Burwell "est imated a s  3.000 acres ,  lying on  both s ides  of the Pigg 
River" to  which Glade Creek  i s  a tributary. Family records reflect that William 
Armistead 's  landholdings in Mecklenburg were sold when he moved to  Franklin C o . ,  and 
that  he moved  more than 5 0  s laves t o  his  inherited plantation. 

T h e  two-story house on the  Burwell plantation in Franklin C o .  was  constructed of brick, 
probably hand made on t he  property. Built in the Federal s tyle ,  the home  was situated on 
a knoll at  the  foot of Jack 's  Mountain,  and approximately in the center of the 3 ,000  acres  
described in deed books of record in the county courthouse. With two large rooms on the 
first  floor and two large rooms  on the second f loor ,  and a central hall dividing both 
f loors ,  this  was not a home  in the grand s tyle  of the Tidewater ,  but rather a large and 
s turdy residence for  the Blue Ridge frontier.  However ,  judging f rom sketches in William 
Kelso 's  book KINGSMILL PLANTATIONS,  the Franklin County dwell ing matched the 
design of the James River plantation, although smaller in scale .  

Leftover brick from the Burwell-Holland house was used in 1824 for  the construction of a 
smal l  chapel for the local Church of Christ  parish located less  than 4 miles  f rom the 
Burwell plantation. Brick f rom another  plantation, that owned by Major  John Holland,  
approximately 6 miles f rom the Burwell plantation and within a mi le  of the church 
location. was  also used for  the c h a ~ e l  construction. Of interest is that two  sides of the 
church were constructed of brick laid in the English bond pattern, matching the house of 
John Holland,  and the other  two s ides  of the building has brick laid in the Flemish pattern 
used on the Burwell residence. Obviously,  the slaves from the two  adjoining plantations 
who  built the church walls  laid the brick in the  s tyle  they had used on their home 
plantations. 
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Typically during this  period in history farmers  in this region raised livestock (sheep and 
cattle) and tobacco. Although historical accounts indicate that profits f rom the Burwell 
plantation were modest ,  1810 Census records show W.  A. Burwell owned 63 slaves over  
the age of 12. It  i s  believed that during this  period the  exis t ing agriculture and domest ic  
secondary s t ructures  were built ,  consistent with fa rm l i fe  a s  recorded in John S. Sa lmon ' s  
FRANKLIN CO.  VA,  A Bicentennial History. 

Evidentally a leader even in the early years of his residency in Franklin County,  William 
Armistead Burwell was  appointed by the Virginia General Assembly in January 1804 as  
one  of 9 trustees to  manage a political problem of locat ing a s i te  for a new courthouse for 
Franklin County,  although there i s  no  record of the trustees'  specif ic  actions. 

111 1804 William Armistead Burwell was elected to  the Virginia House of Delegates.  T h e  
s ame  year  he was a l so  offered the position of Personal Secretary t o  President Jefferson. 
Jefferson had been a fami ly  friend and frequent social guest  of the Tidewater and 
Mecklenburg Burwells ,  having been a college classmate of Wil l iam's  uncle Lewis V at 
William and Mary .  Jefferson appointed William Armistead Burwell as  an aide-de-camp,  
starting a long relat ionship in which Burwell delivered confidential communicat ions for  
Jefferson, prepared s tate  papers and presidential messages ,  and publicly spoke  out  for his 
President during the years  Jefferson was sharply criticized by political opponents .  
Burwell 's  first-hand knowledge of the inside accounts of Jefferson 's  secret efforts to 
purchase Florida, confrontat ions with Aaron Burr ,  controversial treaties. and the 
emergence  of political parties are  detailed in correspondence and narratives assembled by 
editors of Jefferson 's  papers  at Princeton University, the University of Virginia and the 
Library of Congress .  

Not only a political confident t o  Jefferson,  but a personal friend a s  wel l ,  Rurwell visited 
Monticello often. Although no  records show that Wil l iam Armistead was a visitor to 
Jefferson's Poplar Forest retreat,  Jefferson did correspond with Burwell f r om Poplar Forest 
regarding building mater ials  and general plantation management .  Letters dated 18 10 
between the two gent lemen discuss  quarry s tone for  a mill  Jefferson wanted to  build. 
Jefferson. inquiring about  s tone  f rom Burwell 's  Franklin County  quarry (located near the 
Pigg River) ,  was advised against it by William Armistead.  

First elected to  Congress  in 1806,  Burwell represented the counties  of Bedford,  Franklin, 
Henry and Patrick, known then a s  the 13th district .  Throughout  his 15-year tenure in 
Congress a s  a s ta te 's  r ights  advocate  and plantation owner.  Burwell was naturally 
interested in legislative affairs  concerning agriculture, especial ly  tobacco. However. he 
did support Presidents Jefferson and James Madison policies re embargoes.  
nonimportation, and war.  

William A .  Burwell marr ied Letitia McCreery in 1808.  Let i t ia ,  the adopted daughter of 
William McCreery , a weal thy congressman from Maryland,  inherited estates near 
Baltimore. After being elected to,Congress,  Burwell had t o  divide his t ime  between his 
landholdings in Franklin Co. .  Washington. D.C..  and Bal t imore.  Finally, in 18  13 
William and Letitia sold 1300 acres  on Glade Creek and Jacks  Mountain (land and 
appertanances) to John  Spotswood Burwell,  son of William Armistead 's  guardian Col .  
Lewis Burweil.  Letitia McCreery  Burwell died in 1815;  Wil l iam Armistead Burwell in 
1821. The i r  only s o n ,  Wil l iam McCreery Burwell (b. 1809) .  was  raised by his father 's  
aunt in Liberty (now Bedford)  Va.  William McCreery Burwell later built Avenel 
plantation in Bedford C o . ,  which is on the National Register of Histor ic  Places. 
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T o  set t le  a lawsuit  and debts ,  John Spotswood Burwell turned over  the 1300 acre  tract.  
known a s  the  "Glade and Jack 's  Creek  t ract ,"  to  Moses 6. Carper ,  t rustee.  for  $5.00 in a 
deed of conveyance in trust in 1844. In  1850 Carper ,  as  t rustee,  sold 753 acres  of the 
t ract ,  including "the homeplace",  t o  T h o m a s  J .  Holland for  $4,029.74.  Hol land ,  who  
fa rmed the  estate ,  died in 1857,  leaving 362  acres  and "the mansion house" to  his  w i f e  
Mir iam.  and  Lot A (180 acres) ass igned t o  h i s  son  Wil l iam A .  Holland (aged 14.) Upon 
Mir iam's  dea th ,  Wil l iam A .  Holland l ived o n  the  plantation and raised his  own f ami ly  
under "the mansion house" roof.  A veteran of the  Confederate  Army  (Franklin County ' s  
Co .  K ,  10th Va .  Cav.) .  Wil l iam Anthony  -Holland died in 1935.  H i s  was  the  f i rs t  grave 
in the  fami ly  cemetary plot northwest  of the  house.  

Four successive generations of Wil l iam Holland have continually owned  the brick 
"mansion house" built by Col .  Burwell (see fol lowing chronology)  and have maintained 
the acreage  a s  a working tobacco f a rm  t o  th i s  day .  In  addition to  the  house ,  several  
or iginal  outbui ldings used t o  support  fa rm l i fe  s ince  the ear ly  19fc 
th century sti l l  exist:  the  blacksmith shop ,  a log chicken coop/smokehouse/storehouse, 
and the  remainder  of the original plantation brick kitchen fireplace and  ch imney .  
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10. G E O G W H I C A L  DATA 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

The  boundaries o f  the Burwell-Holland House nominated parcel of 26.13 acres (Franklin County 
Deed Book 3 18. p. 504) are shown on the  1: 100' scale  m a p  that appears as  Exhibit  A .  

B O U N D A R Y  JUSTIFICATION 

The  boundaries of the  Burwell-Holland House nominated parcel correspond to  the present 
boundaries of the property and include the house a s  well a s  several associated buildings and 
cemetary . 
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PWOTOGUPNS: 
Burwell-Holland House, File #033-0003. Negatives stored at Virginia Department of Historic Resources. 

1 of 12: Credit: Travis Mittel, April 1997 2 of 12: Credit: Neva Hart. July 1998 
Main House, Neg. 1 9836/18 Main House. Corn-crib1Garage 

Neg. 16816/17A 
\ 

3 of 12: Credit: Neva Hart, July 1998 4 of 12: Credit: Neva Hart. July 1998 
Rear Main House, looking at barn, Main House. looking at barn. 
log cabin, old kitchen, smokehouse log cabin, Neg. 1 68 1 61 1 A 
Neg. 16816/4A 

5 of 12: Credit: Hazel Davis, June 1998 6 of 12: Credit: Travis Mittel. April 1997 
Smokehse/Storehse, Neg. 168 17/16A Blacksmith Shop. Neg. 168 1711 7A 

7 of 12: Credit: Neva Hart, July 1998 
Interior Blacksmith Shop 
Neg. 16816/16A 

8 of 12: Credit: Hazel Davis. June 1998 
Main House, basement stone/brick 
foundation, log ceiling beams. 
South gable end. Neg. 168 1 711 0A 

9 of 12: Credit: Neva Hart, July 1998 10 of 12: Credit: Neva Hart. July 1998 
Main House, basement steps. shows Main House. dining room. splayed 
mortise and tenon construction windows. SW corner. Neg. 19836/3A 
Neg. 16816/11A 

11 of'12: Credit: Neva Hart. July 1998 12 of 12: Credit: Neva Hart. July 1998 
Main House, center hall. 1 st floor, Main House. znd floor bedroom. north 
facing west, door to basement on right gable end, Neg. 168 1618A 
Neg. 1983615A 



Utjlted Slates Oepartnletlt of the Interlor 
Natlonal Park Sewlee 

ster of H 

Sectlon number Earas Page 16 Burwel  I - t io l land House 
Frankl in  C o u n t y .  V a .  

e a r &  Consulted 

O W N E R S H I P  O F  T H E  B U R W E L L - H O L L A N D  HOUSE* 

1790/June  - Lewis  Burel l  (s ic)  of M e c k l e n b u r g  C o .  bought  2 .705 ac .  f r o m  Richard Wit ten 
( M e c k l e n b u r g  C o . ) .  Part o f  a patent g ran ted  t o  Wi t t en ' s  f a the r  fo r  5.316 a c .  s i tuated on both s ides  
o f  the  P igg  River  and  S i m m o n s  Creek  ( D B  2 .  p .  112-113)  

1797  - tax va lue  Lewis  Burwel l  2 , 7 0 5  a c .  $561.00 (LB 1797)  

1 7 9 8  - t ax  va lue  Lewis  Burwel l  2 .705  a c  $ 1 , 8 0 3  (LB 1798)  

1804lJanuary - Will iam Armistead Burwel l  inher i ted tract  of Frankl in  Co. .  V a . .  land o w n e d  b! 
C o l .  L e w i s  Burwel l ,  e s t .  3 .000  a c .  ly ing  o n  both s i d e s  of t h e  Pigg River  ( D B )  

1 8 1 3  - Wil l i am A .  Burwel l  & w i f e  Let i t i ta  s o l d  G l a d e  and  Jacks  Creek  land and  apper tances  to 
John S. Burwel l .  1300 a c .  ( D B  7 ,  p. 3 1 )  

1 8 4 4  - John  S. Burwel l  deeded  and $5 to M o s e s  G .  Carper ,  t rus tee ,  tract ly ing and  being upon 
Glade  C r e e k  1300  a c .  (deed of conveyance  in t rus t )  1DB 18.  p .  449-462)  

1850 - C a r p e r .  t rus tee ,  so ld  tract  7 5 3  a c .  t o  T h o m a s  J .  Hol land ,  $ 4 , 0 2 9 . 7 4  ( D B  21. p.  290)  

1 8 5 7  - T h o s .  J .  Hol land  d i e d , ;  Lot A 1 8 0  a c  ass igned  t o  W m .  A .  Hol land ,  son of Mir iam and 
'I'hos. J .  Hol land  ( W B  1 0 ,  p .559)  

1858  - M i r i a m  Hol land  through dower  leased 362  a c .  wi th  mans ion  house  ( W  B 10. p .  559) 

1 9 3 5  - W m .  A .  Hol land  wil led all personal  a n d  real proper ty  to  4 chi ldren:  B e n j a m i n .  J o h n .  
J a m e s .  a n d  Car r i e  (WE3 3 0 ,  p.  307)  

1936  - C a r r i e  Hol land Ca ldwel l  deeded a c r e a g e  inher i ted f r o m  father  ( W .  A .  f io l l and)  to  brothers 
John .  J a m e s  and Ben jamin  ( D B  88, p .  371) 

1944  - B e n j a m i n  T .  Hol land deeded to s o n  F loyd  S. Hol land 113 .5  a c .  (LIB 101,p.154) 1 9 5 3  - 
Jarnes  A .  Hol land  wil led t o  w i f e  Mary .  then t o  brother  John  Wil l .  then to nephew Floyd S. 
Hol land " H o m e  Trac t "  a n d  " H o m e  Place" (WE3 3'7. p .  7.1) 

1 9 7 3  - Flovd  S. and  E f f i e  B .  Hol land deeded  t o  daugh te r  Hazel Hol land Davis  lot with house  on 
Rt .  6 7 3  Frankl in  C o u n t y  G l a d e  Hill District  2 .5  a c .  ( D B  123 .  p .457)  

1976 - Floyd  S .  a n d  E f f i e  B .  Hol land deeded  t o  Hazel  Hoi land Davis  2 6 . 1 3  a c .  (LIB 3 18. 
p .  3 0 3 )  

*L)B = Frankl in  C o .  Deed Book 
W B  = Frankl in  C o .  Wil l  Book 
L B  = Frankl in  C o .  land and tax records  
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EXHIBIT B 
3.  lacks smith shop ( m t r i b u t i n g  ) 
4. Garage ( n m - m t r i b u h g )  
5. Plantaticn kit&en/garage ~contributing) 

d - 
7. Log cabin (nm-mtributing) 
8. Corn &b (contribl.!ing) 

9.  am - (contributing) 
10. mtary (contributing) \ 

NOT m SCALE 
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